CHAPTER 3

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This chapter explained the methods were used by the re r to complete this

design, scope of the study, sample and location, interyiew , da ectiQQ-and
' N
data analysis. The researcher used qualitative m by using the interv ew\p otocol
4 b 4

entitle Interview about The Experience of Paren n MU&U’Q ngle F@ér.

VAP S
3.2 Research Design \% é

3.2.1 Qualitative Researchl% 0 u <§)
naturali

inquiry that seeks in-depth

study. Each method in this section was explained in detai i @:aof research
toc

Qualitative researchgi rocI of listi

i‘;{za:/&) setting. It focuses on the “why”

'
rather than the “&’\rof socir \mmenaéd’ relies on the direct experiences of

fnts iQ‘Igééir everyday lives. Rather than by logical

human beings assmeaning-m
& ¢ C,)
and statisti ocedures quali ivgre@grchers use multiple systems of inquiry for the
S
study o(@ phén @ inc@g biography, case study, historical analysis,

dis nalysis, ethnograpm&}founded theory and phenomenology.
i\rhe three major focus areas are individuals, societies and cultures, and
nguages and communication. Although there are many methods of inquiry in
ualitative research, the common assumptions are that knowledge is subjective rather

than objective and that the researcher learns from then participants in order to
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understand the meaning of their lives. To ensure rigor and trustworthiness, the

researcher attempts to maintain a position of neutrality while engaging in the r?m\

3.2.2 Descriptive Phenomenological Study Y"

The descriptive phenomenological method in psychologyweveloped by the

American psychologist Amedeo Giorgi in the early 1970sGi eraseti his method on
nd M

principles laid out by philosophers like Edmund Hus rWaU-Ponty
23

as well as what he had learned from his prior professi experience in sycrhlgig;:ics.

Giorgi was an early pioneer of the humanig?s- hology' mov. eng,\/‘iﬁé use of
researc

'n\cxolo@ to this day
ppr@hto psychological

phenomenology in psychology, and qualitative

continues to advocate for the importa man sc

subject matter. Giorgi has directed a¥er 100 diss \‘IQU?t I;@e used the Descriptive
_ _ _ N
Phenomenological Method on arleﬁ/ of &hol(@j_'dhl problems, and he has
| cles or ) AN -
published over 100 articles on t he] ical oach to psychology. Giorgi

promotes phenomenol theoretical ovbm@%that avoids certain reductionist
. . o o 444 .
tendencies sustalnedQQa yc| E'np\ ry gr_g ches to psychological research.
Accordi@e p Iogiﬁiﬁ\%ychological perspective espoused by
!
¢
Giorgi, resear%are encouraged fo “E}%&et” their own assumptions pertaining to the
phenomehon quesgio b 'gf ain@rom positing a static sense of objective reality

-

for qneSelf and the participantsc_vjvhose experiences are being studied. This allows the
r

N
Ners to attend to the descriptions of the participants without forcing the meaning
e

descriptive units into pre-defined categories. An important aspect of the

0
escriptive  phenomenological method in psychology is the way by which it

distinguishes itself from those approaches that are strictly interpretative.
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In this, Giorgi closely follows Husserl who proposes that “being given and being
interpreted are descriptions of the same situation from two different level of dis .
As such, in the Descriptive Phenomenological Method there are both de(r'% and
interpretive moments, but the researcher remains careful to attend to e@%ge of actin

unique ways. Through a sort of empathic immersion with the subjects and their

description. The researcher gets a sense of the ways that the QEEMES given by the
ive in rwshould be
X

avoided so as to flesh out the full lived meaning inher the descripti nﬂtf@lves.

participants were actually lived, which is in turn described:

During this process, however, theoretical or spec

Interpretation may then occur to various exte g thér S of{h‘ﬁ~ research

process, but only as it relates to implication% esu ved meaning

of the participants’ experiences. \) O<<

\ Y
&
C.)
3.3 Scope of Study % L “ QL
s N | |
The scope of this study is faguse m sn@father parenting experiences.
g aroun

This research was cend Periinsul alaysia. The reason why the
'3 2
researcher chose to{dy on| \'NLH ingg er because the study focused on
parenting exper{@urt Ma Q&Ia, research on the topic related to single
!
father is less %red t siﬁgl he{.jﬂus, single father had been chosen as part of
%. N
the study/to n thesreSea ap.
& ighnd

N
\C-j

—2
QD
]

%

S

3 Sampling
In this study, the researcher employed two sampling techniques, namely
Qrposive sampling and snowball sampling. Purposive sampling involves selecting
participants based on specific criteria, thoughts and knowledge relevant to the research.
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It is particularly useful when the researcher aims to gather information from individuals

who possess certain characteristics or experiences that represent the target popuw

On the other hand, snowball sampling is a method where research@%&:ants

are enlisted to help identify and recruit other respondents who share?*gr criteria.
This approach is typically used when it is challenging to locate potential participants

through conventional means. \,

iZces n,f Muslim single
usi thhod, the
L ]

researcher can deliberately choose participants who the specifi it‘ri@being

For this particular study, which aims to explore the

fathers, the researcher opted for purposive sampling.

Muslim single fathers, thereby ensuring the SYT m% t to{h,?research
i

evel Qéz;gwledge and

nce@depth of insights

objectives. This strategic selection of parti%

experience optimizes the use of availN rces and

gained from the study. Cf) \Y

N,
The participants for thi%veaﬁhe f winzj@racteristics:
N A

s

'Q-.-b),g

S conclusion, several participant criteria include Muslim single fathers who

\
Nrn and raised in Malaysia, aged 40 and above had experience single parenting
éon

e year and above and being a single father due to the death of spouse.

Q The sample of this study was two single fathers. The researcher had faced

difficulties in identifying single fathers. This is because most of single fathers in
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Malaysia had a high tendency to remarried after divorce of after their wife passed away

due to cultural norms and expectations as well as to avoid social stigma (Mth

Saad & Saili, 2019). Hnece, the sample of the study was only limited to tw@\sh)ants

only. A

3.5 Data Collection

3.5.1 In-Depth Interview

In this study, the researcher employed the in-depth faterview dsto cher
N

participant data. According to Creswell (2018)®epth inter ‘s@rocess

Fertlnvegato
wherein the researcher engages in face-to- r _indire conve{é_ ons with

or ir@)ups, and the

participants. These interviews can be ctw individu

questions are open-ended, following a

approach. Unlike direct observati %hi \@ve?ely
%

g;@erving interactions, the

primary aim of the in-depth \ IS %/}nf‘o tA terviewees' thoughts and
perspectives regarding the swﬁv pher’)me inte@'(Trochim & Donnelly, 2015).
In the interviev%ss, the Jres lgggj. for semi-structured interviews,

which combine e@hgof boih st\tured &Q;Su'}nstructured interviews. According to

Houser (2015tMi-st uc}ur I qrvi&@volves using predetermined questions as
ut

a5

@D

' 4
it also allowus the in@ewer the flexibility to explore topics in more
S

depth t parti{ip ASimi , Merriam (2009) describes a semi-structured
- - N - -

int s a middle ground*@\Neen structured and unstructured interviews, where
%erviewer follows clear guidelines but maintains openness to genuine and

o)ntaneous responses from the participants.

To facilitate the semi-structured interviews, the researcher employed an

a framewo

interview protocol, as described by Creswell (2018). An interview protocol is a planned
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set of questions and guidelines that the researcher uses during the qualitative interview
to ask questions and record the participants' responses. Additionally, Jacw
Furgerson (2012) define the interview protocol as a helpful procedure or g |\k that
aids the researcher in navigating the interview process effectively. Ayng semi-

structured interviews and an interview protocol, the researcher can?rl e a balance

between maintaining some structure to ensure essential topics QE ed and allowing

ligni gw‘research
e N
ghlighted Is’nzi@mall,
edt\ofe gg%endable

Isti pr ess Flrst@he researcher
ensured that the interview questions M:actly elev ot %earch questions,

for more natural and insightful discussions with the partici

Nevertheless, the interview protocol is crucial

objectives to enhance the research's overall quality,
and Hamzah (2018). Therefore, the researc

interview protocol, which involved three

thus maintaining a strong connectl ween t %ol @he study's objectives.

Secondly, inquiry-based quesﬂ%@ de\’élope ] allo for in-depth exploration

of the topics and fostering co ive u tandlng of the participants'
Tlon

perspectives. Lastly, t)‘% W qu“ 'Jes®]ected to validation by experts to

&
ensure their apprg@ess arl \nab ity %engaging the participants effectively.
oc

This validation was+i nted(t-ejﬁferlfy that the interview questions were

!
well-suited ES | ned |th th a{ic'@;as' needs and characteristics.
t is study, the r ?rche d conducted interviews with two single fathers

at di ttlmes through onl@t‘atform. Each interview was about 50 minutes to 90

@*@; The details of the length of the interview are as follows.
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Table 3.1: The Length of Interview

No Participants Activity  Duration Online May
Platform

1 4
1 Khai (notareal  Interview 90 Google Meet
name) minutes

2 Lan(Notareal Interview 55 Google Meet Y'

name) minutes \,
A

S m,a month through

To summarize, the researcher had conducted both i

online platform, Google Meet. Each interview was con

é | &
3.5.2 Data Collection Procedure 2 \z~

The stages that follow is the clarific% th
during the interviews. This includes th@e forg
grasp of the data-gathering technigue; the resea r?e /tihh\table below.
) o S
,§j o
Table 3.2: e of Dat ectiof\Procedure
N 2

Before Establish Conduc p;ilo . Reach out to the
interview% 2 participants in terms of
based on the \" é){/ time and date of the
resear; M’ectivel % interview.

During  Di Gé&d th e regéarcher Gathered data using

informed cisgnt buil a positive  laptop and notebook.

entiality, 4~ Jrapport with
ic, and her} Re\@dipants.
After ta frcﬁ"?/ f ’I"ﬁterpreting data Validation process
nterview session \,Westablished codes including member check

was transcribed.\(') and categories) with participants and

S

30



Before The Interview

Before conducting the interviews, the researcher designed an interview I
based on the research questions, following three steps: ensuring align@een
interview questions and research questions, creating inquiry-based ions, and
validating the interview questions with an expert in family counsellin e validity of
the protocol was confirmed by a senior lecturer at USIM. \,

After the interview protocol was prepared, the @Cd piepared the tools

for the interview which includes stationeries such as p oteb Wpers. The
L ]

researcher also had set up electronic device such %@hat was use topc@ and
n

record the interview. Moreover, the researcher% ds todi icip@' who are
th

th esearc@\ sed was to

disseminate is through WhatsApp and& dia plat ucf@“l-nstagram. As the

willingly to participate in this research. 4Lhe

result, through this process of d@sination, qse C had acquired three

N,
participants who willingly to @(e infthis study. I-&i@/er, before the date and

time of the interview was set NE e olt cipants’had cancelled his participation

due to his hectic sch% does Inot Ielto@?e his full commitment for the
4 2
interview. \ | \ C;Q

f pacé‘%ants for this study was reduced to two

!
sfes@&?m Selangor. The researcher had arranged an

appomt% h both par 'pants@d on their availability.
A L}‘f
N

NThe Interview
The interviews were conducted through Google Meet. Both participants joined

e interview at their home. Hence, the environment during the interviews were

conducted are comfortable, undisturbed and secure for both participants. By using a
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laptop, the researcher recorded the interviews to capture important points accurately.
Both interviews were conducted within 50 minutes to 90 minutes. YV

At the start of each interview, the researcher established rappor@kmg
permission and building a connection with the participants. As a result; rticipants

felt at ease, leading to increased comfort and confidence in sharing théir experiences.

The researcher provided informed consent, which covered aspects'stich as interview
Zratl

duration, confidentiality, research objectives, and ethical '('ns. Participants

i
an q’kstjdthat made
[ ]

them uncomfortable. J _\‘—}
During the interviews, the participants antly\ al% anguage,

occasionally incorporating English into thw ersaoﬂo S bili@‘individuals,

they were cooperative, humble, and ex\aly helpfu

were assured that they had the right to refrain from ans

ugh@QEhe process. Their

valuable insights shed light on the und me g:barticularly within the
N,
context of marriage, offering nn% im tant ssons.qc_')
\ N\’w
N

After The Interview % I l 0
¢
After compw e I Wlt the participants over the course of

approximately orémth T,
ensure data @ the fes

Subsequ e Jnt rvi :s W, transcrlbed meticulously, maintaining the
m ords without aIteLn;gz(;r embellishing them.

part
\Dnce the transcrlptlon was finished, the researcher proceeded to interpret the

O

bﬁr %&ed up the recordings on Google Drive.

cted data. This involved organizing the data into meaningful codes and categories,
h

ich were then grouped into relevant themes. The themes encompassed the
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participants' phrases, ideas, and expressions, providing a comprehensive understanding

3.6.1 Demographic Data \[
The demographic data of the participants will be ¢ ctg duririg the interview.
The survey on demographic data will be consist of , age, quarriage,

L ]
numbers of children and occupation. ' L}Y'
=\
4
<

3.6.2 Interview on the parenting experiencesif Mu '\Simle f%&‘
wmrin [ rviewk h

A set of interview protocol was%
interview questions is open-ended qfhr , B? n a_n\gpenny (2022) stated

ipportant help@eourage the participants

open-ended question during inter
“« Q-
to share their experiences, opiﬁqg d thou in thei n words. It also helps both
\
researcher and participants q foc

us ln th Cfntr emes or topics of the study.
Consequently, with these4questi S' Il&égoarticipants to elaborate on their

responses freely. \mesti@rran@o answer the research questions and
objectives. T}%\ion onsis ree(pgl'(s which include the ‘ice-breaker’ question,

of the data collected during the interviews.

3.6 Instrument of Study

e type of the

the main and the pr
Al 1
3 heMpurpose of i e-breakgrjﬁﬁestion is to build rapport with the participants as
We&creating a comfortabl%d trusting relationship and environment between the
%ants and the researcher. Brannan et al (2022) also stated that probing questions
Op the researcher to follow up on the participant’s response to gain deeper insights

and clarification. The researcher also used probing questions to ask participants for



specific example or anecdote to illustrate their points. The interview protocol for this
study consists of eight main questions and 21 probing questions. The interview me
was first constructed in English, and then translated to Malay to help the p@% tsto

have a deeper understanding of the questions. The interview protocol ferred in

the Appendix. Q
3.7  Data Analysis z '

The data was analysed using Thematic Ana The athis is the

L ]
analysis of textual material (transcript) manually and analysing, w tt?1 nﬁ@f ugh
descriptive report. According to the Braun and Clarke(2006) mentiéned thére are six

aspects of Thematic Analysis which are, iligrisati e dataxJnitial codin

generation, searching for themes base\%al codin ew 6@% themes, theme

definition and labelling and lastly, r@ort writinﬁ\w

@

“« &
S
,}js

3.8 Conclusion
the emo@y that will be used to conduct

The researchercreaﬁzexplain
the research. The @c wi ‘bQ ualﬁ'

phenomenologic . Thesstudygwill @ducted at Peninsular Malaysia. Four

N d L O
Muslim smgl%e will Be i ryew&mntll saturation point achieved and the data
iC ana

will be a

e

Ss

ﬁfé research design and descriptive

&p
%,
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