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ABSTRACT

As artificial intelligence (Al) continues to reshape the world, ethical considerations surrounding its use are
becoming increasingly important. This paper explores the ethical use of Al from the Quranic perspective,
focusing on how humans should responsibly engage with Al technology in a way that aligns with Islamic
values. The study examines the ten core principles outlined by UNESCO for a human-rights-centred
approach to Al ethics and seeks to find Quranic guidance that supports these principles. These include: (i)
Proportionality and Do No Harm, (ii) Safety and Security, (iii) Right to Privacy and Data Protection, (iv)
Multi-stakeholder and Adaptive Governance & Collaboration, (v) Responsibility and Accountability, (vi)
Transparency and Explainability, (vii) Human Oversight and Determination, (viii) Sustainability, (ix)
Awareness & Literacy, (x) Fairness and Non-Discrimination. The methodology for this study involves a
review of previous literature on Al ethics, followed by a textual analysis of Quranic verses to identify ethical
principles that align with the UNESCO’s principles. The paper demonstrates that the Quranic values such
as justice, respect for privacy, accountability, and human dignity provide a solid foundation for an ethical
approach to Al. By aligning these values with UNESCO’s principles, the paper offers insights into how Al
can be used ethically in line with Quranic values to benefit humanity, ensuring it is developed and used
with respect for rights, fairness, and social welfare.
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INTRODUCTION

Recently, artificial intelligence (AI) has become extensively employed in sectors such as education, health-
care, finance, and governance, transforming decision-making, automation, and daily operations. As of 2024,
the global Al market is expected to reach $1.8 trillion, reflecting its growing impact on society. However, this
rapid adoption has sparked significant ethical concerns. The 2023 Stanford Al Index Report noted that the
num-ber of incidents related to the ethical misuse of Al has increased 26 times since 2012 (Stanford HAI,
2023). Another report by Infosys Knowledge Institute found that nearly 95% of executives using Al have
encountered at least one mishap involving the technology, yet only 2% of organizations meet responsible Al
deployment standards (The Economic Times, 2025). Privacy violations, biased algorithms, and lack of
transparency have led to real-world consequences, such as discriminatory practices in hiring algorithms and
facial recognition technology. These ethical issues stress the urgent need for robust guidelines to govern Al

development and ensure its benefits are aligned with societal well-being and justice.
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Ethical concerns regarding Al use are not only a global issue but also have particular significance within
specific cultural and religious contexts, including the Muslim world. While much of the current discourse on
Al ethics centers on secular frameworks, the Islamic perspective is still not widely explored. The Quran, as the
foundational text of Islam, offers profound guidance on human conduct, justice, privacy, accountability, and
respect for human dignity - values that are highly relevant to the responsible use of Al.

In recent years, Al-related ethical dilemmas in Muslim-majority regions have emerged. For instance,
the widespread deployment of facial recognition technologies in several countries has raised concerns about
privacy and surveillance, with Muslim communities voicing apprehension about its disproportionate use and
issues like algorithmic bias, invasion of privacy, and transparency in Al systems (Hayat, 2024). The Organization
of Islamic Cooperation’s Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission (OIC-IPHRC) has emphasized
the necessity of integrating Islamic ethical principles into Al governance (OIC-IPHRC, 2024). Moreover,
Muslims in countries such as Saudi Arabia and Pakistan expressed concerns over Al’s potential misuse in
ways that violate human dignity and fairness, issues that echo core Islamic values (Gorian & Osman, 2024).
Even though Malaysia has introduced the National Guidelines on AI Governance & Ethics (AIGE), which
promote responsible, transparent, and ethical Al development (MASTIC, 2024), there remains insufficiency
in guidelines aligned with Islamic principles despite Malaysia having Islam as the official religion of the
federation.

These portray that regardless of the growing body of literature on Al ethics, there is a notable gap in integrating
religious perspectives, particularly the Quranic viewpoint, into discussions on Al ethics. Most contemporary
discussions on Al ethics are grounded in secular frameworks or human rights-based approaches, with limited
attention given to Islamic principles. As such, the potential for aligning Al ethics with Quranic teachings has
not been fully explored, leaving a gap in knowledge regarding how Al can be ethically guided by Islamic
values.

This study aims to bridge this gap by exploring the ethical use of Al from a Quranic perspective. Specifically,
it seeks to identify Quranic principles that align with UNESCO’s ten core principles for Al ethics. Through
a detailed textual analysis of relevant Quranic verses, this study will demonstrate how these principles can
provide a foundation for the ethical use of Al, offering valuable insights for both policymakers and users in
ensuring that Al use aligns with Islamic ethical standards.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Al Ethics

Al ethics are the moral principles and guidelines for developing and using artificial intelligence (Floridi,

2023). Other terms used across internet are Ethical Use of Al, Ethical Al, Ethics of Al, as well as Responsible

Al For instance, Responsible Al is a set of principles that help guide the design, development, deployment

and use of Al, aligning these technologies with stakeholder values, legal standards and ethical principles, to

minimize risks and maximize benefits (Papagiannidis et al., 2025). Scholars, organizations, and research insti-

tutes have proposed numerous guidelines and principles to ensure Al technologies are developed and used in
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a manner that respects human rights, fosters fairness, and benefits society (Ibitoye et al., 2025; Ryan & Stahl,
2020; Balasubramaniam, 2023).

The collated key principles for the ethical use of Al across many are: fairness, non-discrimination, transparen-
cy, explainability, accountability, privacy, safety, security, control, beneficence, non-maleficence, reliability,
sustainability, inclusiveness or inclusivity, pursuit of human benefit and happiness, and human-centered ap-
proach.

UNESCO Ten Principles of Human-Rights-Centred Approach to Al Ethics

Based on the official website of UNESCO, there are ten principles of human-rights-centred approach to Al
Ethics. Firstly, Proportionality and Do No Harm: Al systems should only be used to the extent necessary to
achieve a legitimate aim, and potential harms must be identified, prevented or minimized. Secondly, Safety
and Security: Al must be built and maintained so that it is safe for users and resilient to misuse or attacks; the
design should anticipate and mitigate vulnerabilities. Thirdly, Right to Privacy and Data Protection: From data
collection to algorithmic processing, user privacy must be respected and strong data-protection safeguards
must be in place. Fourthly, Multi-stakeholder and Adaptive Governance & Collaboration: Governing Al must
involve a diversity of stakeholders (governments, private sector, civil society) and adapt as technology evolves.

On the other hand, Responsibility and Accountability: Those who design, deploy or govern Al systems
must be accountable; systems should be auditable, traceable and subject to oversight and impact assessment.
Transparency and Explainability: Al systems should be understandable and transparent to the appropriate
degree, enabling people to grasp how decisions are made and challenge them if necessary. Human Oversight
and Determination: Final decision-making (especially where rights are affected) should remain under human
control; Al should not displace human responsibility. Whilst sustainability: The development and deployment
of Al should respect environmental and ecosystem concerns, supporting sustainable development goals rather
than undermining them. Awareness and Literacy, on the other hand: People need to be educated about Al - how
it works, its opportunities and risks - so that the public can engage meaningfully and make informed choices.
Lastly, Fairness and Non-Discrimination: Al should promote social justice, avoid reinforcing existing biases
or discrimination, and ensure equitable access to its benefits across society.

Al Ethics from Islamic Perspective

Although there has been some exploration of Al ethics through the lens of various Islamic perspectives (Gorian
& Osman, 2024; Mohd Azhar et al., 2025; Ilhami et al., 2025; Meerangani et al., 2025), there is a noticeable
gap in the academic literature regarding Quranic perspectives on ethical use of Al. This paper seeks to bridge
that gap by presenting an analysis of Quranic principles as they relate to the UNESCO Al ethics framework.
By doing so, it will demonstrate how Islamic ethics can offer valuable insights into the ethical use of Al,
contributing to a more inclusive global discourse on responsible Al development and use.

*967.



Proceedings of the International Conference on Quran as the Foundation of Civilization
e-ISSN 2811-3411
Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia

METHODOLOGY

This paper employs a comparative, textual analysis methodology. First, reviews of the UNESCO principles
for ethical Al: analyzing each of the ten principles in the context of their ethical implications. Then, conduct
of a textual analysis of the Quran: identifying verses tha speak to the ethical values highlighted b
UNESCO, such as justice, accountability, privacy and fairness. The goal is to draw comparisons between the
two frameworks to identify commonalities and differences. This ultimately to offer a Quranic perspective on
Al ethics.

FINDINGS & DISCUSSION

Proportionality and Do No Harm
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Translation: Spend in the way of Allah and do not put yourselves into destruction, and do good. Of course,
Allah loves those who do good.

(Al-Baqarah 2:195)

This verse shows that technology should be used in ways that are beneficial and avoid actions that may cause
harm to individuals, society, or the environment. This could also mean developing algorithms and systems that
minimize risk, ensure safety, and are designed to protect users from unintended harm, such as bias, privacy
breaches, or security vulnerabilities. The phrase “do good” implies that actions (or AI’s outcomes) should be

proportional to the goals they aim to achieve, ensuring that the benefits outweigh the potential risks.
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Translation: And if two groups of believers fight each other, then make peace between them. But if one of them
transgresses against the other, then fight against the transgressing group until they (are willing to) submit to the
rule of Allah. If they do so, then make peace between both (groups) in all fairness and act justly. Surely Allah
loves those who uphold justice.

(Al-Hujurat 49:9)

This verse stresses the importance of justice and fairness, especially when resolving conflicts. Al must not

oppress or discriminate against any group but should instead ensure that all individuals are treated fairly,

especially in high-stakes areas like criminal justice, hiring, and lending. The directive to “act justly” ensures

that actions are balanced and proportionate to the situation. In Al, this could mean designing systems that treat
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all individuals fairly without causing disproportionate harm to any group.
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Translation: Do not spread corruption in the land after it has been set in order. And call upon Him with hope
and fear. Indeed, Allah’s mercy is always close to the good-doers.
(Al-A’raf 7:56)

This verse warns against causing harm or corruption after the Earth has been made good. Al systems should
not be used for malicious purposes, such as spreading misinformation or causing social instability. Instead,
they should be tools for improving the quality of life and promoting the common good. The principle of
avoiding corruption implies that the use of Al must be measured and thoughtful. Actions taken by Al systems
should not exceed the intended outcomes or cause more harm than good.
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Translation: Corruption has spread on land and sea as a result of what people’s hands have done, so that Allah
may cause them to taste (the consequences of) some of their deeds and perhaps they might return (to the Right
Path).

(Ar-Rum 30:41)

This verse speaks to the consequences of human actions that cause corruption. In the context of Al, it
underscores the need to ensure that Al systems do not contribute to societal harm, such as through the creation
of unfair or biased outcomes, discrimination, or environmental damage. The ethical use of Al should aim to
reduce the negative consequences of human actions and contribute to social welfare. The verse highlights
that the consequences of actions should be proportional to the harm done. Similarly, the use of Al should
be proportionate, ensuring that the benefits outweigh the risks and that any potential harms are carefully
considered and minimized.

Safety and Security

Ve . //Ozo/,ﬁ’/‘?é,:ﬂ /?2’1 .op.f/{oé S % 12

B3 LA (a5 ks T 8 GG 25 ‘@iwﬁ‘www&ﬁww‘&w; J&LM;JJ;J}\

Ohtdd 2T 3 BN A s 1S O % il A s A5 ws 0T s
Ca® 2 7% :

Translation: That is why We ordained for the Children of Israel that whoever takes a life-unless as a punishment
for murder or mischief in the land it will be as if they killed all of humanity; and whoever saves a life, it will
be as if they saved all of humanity. (Although) Our messengers already came to them with clear proofs, many
of them still transgressed afterwards through the land.

(Al-Ma’idah 5:32)
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This verse emphasizes the sanctity of human life and the profound consequences of actions that harm or take
away life. In AT ethics, this highlights the responsibility to ensure that Al systems are designed and used in
ways that protect life and promote security. For instance, Al applications in healthcare should aim to save
lives, and Al in defense should focus on protection rather than harm. Additionally, the principle of “saving
a life” can be extended to Al’s role in preventing harm—ensuring that Al technologies do not contribute to
harm, violence, or destruction. This is particularly important in contexts like autonomous vehicles, medical
Al, or Al used in law enforcement.
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Translation: Spend in the way of Allah and do not put yourselves into destruction, and do good. Of course,
Allah loves those who do good.

(Al-Baqarah 2:195)

This verse emphasizes the importance of avoiding harm and destruction, urging people to act in ways that
protect themselves and others from damage. Applied to Al, it emphasizes that technologies should be developed
with a view toward minimizing risk and avoiding outcomes that could lead to harm. For example, in the case
of Al algorithms that make decisions in critical areas like healthcare, justice, or security, their design must
prioritize human safety and ensure that the technology is not misused or causes harm.
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Translation: If they inclined towards peace, make peace with them. And put your trust in Allah. Indeed, He
(alone) is the All-Hearing, All-Knowing.

(Al-Anfal 8:61)

This verse advocates for peace and security through cooperation. It emphasizes that, when the opportunity
arises, we should always incline towards peace. In the context of Al, this means that technologies should be
used to promote peaceful solutions and societal stability rather than to cause conflict or insecurity. Al systems
should foster cooperation, security, and mutual benefit, whether in the form of collaborative decision-making
or in ensuring that Al enhances global peace and social harmony.

Right to Privacy and Data Protection
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Translation: O believers! Avoid many suspicions, "for” indeed, some suspicions are sinful. And do not spy, nor

backbite one another. Would any of you like to eat the flesh of their dead brother? You would despise that!1
And fear Allah. Surely Allah is (the) Accepter of Repentance, Most Merciful.

(Al-Hujurat 49:12)

The Quran forbids spying, directly opposing Al’s potential to engage in invasive surveillance. This verse
explicitly forbids spying and backbiting, which are clear violations of privacy. In the context of Al, it serves as
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a reminder that individuals’ personal data should not be collected, monitored, or shared without their consent
or in a manner that invades their privacy.
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Translation: O believers! Do not enter any house other than your own until you have asked for permission and

greeted its occupants. This is best for you, so perhaps you will be mindful. If you find no one at home, do not

enter it until you have been given permission. And if you are asked to leave, then leave. That is purer for you.
And Allah has (perfect) knowledge of what you do.

(An-Nur 24:27-28)

These verses emphasize the importance of respecting boundaries and obtaining permission before intruding
into others’ private spaces. This concept is directly related to informed consent in the realm of Al, where
individuals must have control over their data and must be aware of how it is being used.

In the context of Al, these verses align with the principle that personal data should not be accessed or used
without the individual’s consent. Just as one cannot enter another’s home without permission, Al systems
should not access or process personal data without explicit consent, ensuring privacy and control over personal
information.
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Translation: Do not consume one another’s wealth unjustly, nor deliberately bribe authorities in order to
devour a portion of others’ property, knowing that it is a sin.

(Al-Baqarah 2:188)

This verse forbids unjustly consuming the wealth of others and emphasizes the importance of not exploiting
or misusing information for personal gain. In the context of Al, this could be related to the unethical use of
personal data, such as selling or sharing data without consent or exploiting it for financial or political gain. It
also relates to preventing the misuse of Al for activities such as identity theft, data fraud, or illegal surveillance.

Multi-stakeholder and Adaptive Governance & Collaboration
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Translation: (Remember) when your Lord said to the angels, “I am going to place a successive (human)
authority on earth.” They asked (Allah), “Will You place in it someone who will spread corruption there and
shed blood while we glorify Your praises and proclaim Your holiness?” Allah responded, “I know what you
do not know.”

(Al-Baqarah 2:30)

This verse highlights humanity’s responsibility as stewards (khalifah) on Earth, which includes the ethical and
wise use of knowledge and technology, such as Al. The verse is as a call for inclusive decision-making and
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diverse participation when it comes to governance. In Al, this would mean involving different stakeholders
such as developers, policymakers, ethicists, and the general public to ensure that Al systems are developed and
used in ways that are ethical, transparent, and beneficial for all.
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Translation: He is the One Who has placed you as successors on earth. So whoever disbelieves will bear (the
burden of) their own disbelief. The disbelievers’ denial only increases them in contempt in the sight of their
Lord, and it will only contribute to their loss.

(Fatir 35:39)

This verse emphasizes the responsibility of humans as stewards (successors) of the Earth. In the context of
Al, this responsibility is amplified as Al systems are tools that can either contribute to or undermine societal
well-being. The verse calls for ethical and responsible governance that considers long-term consequences and
includes all relevant parties in decision-making processes. In Al governance, this verse highlights the need
for inclusive leadership, where all stakeholders collaborate to ensure that Al technologies are aligned with the
greater good. Adaptive governance would require constant review of AI’s impacts on society, with input from
a diverse range of sectors (e.g., ethical, technological, and social).
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Translation: Cooperate with one another in goodness and righteousness, and do not cooperate in sin and
transgression. And be mindful of Allah. Surely Allah is severe in punishment.
(Al-Ma’idah 5:2)

This verse advocates for cooperation in good deeds and discourages collaboration in harmful actions. In
the context of Al ethics, this can be interpreted as an ethical framework for collaboration in developing Al
technologies that are beneficial to humanity and avoid contributing to harm. It encourages working together
for social good, such as using Al to address challenges like climate change, health, and education, while also
ensuring that Al does not contribute to unethical practices like surveillance, discrimination, or the spread
of misinformation. This verse underscores the importance of collaboration between stakeholders (e.g.,
developers, policymakers, and communities) to ensure Al is used for the benefit of all, aligned with the public
good. Adaptive governance in Al would require ongoing collaboration to adapt to new ethical challenges,
ensuring Al is used in ways that contribute to righteousness and not to harm.
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Translation: who respond to their Lord, establish prayer, conduct their affairs by mutual consultation, and
donate from what We have provided for them;
(Ash-Shuraa 42:38)

This verse highlights the importance of consultation (Shura) for a collective decision-making. For Al, this

means that key decisions regarding the development, deployment, and regulation of Al technologies should

involve consultations with a broad range of stakeholders. This includes technologists, ethicists, sociologists,
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policymakers, and the general public. This collaborative process ensures that Al is developed in a way that is
ethical, fair, and serves the public interest. It promotes a process where different perspectives are considered
before making decisions. It also aligns with adaptive governance, as ongoing consultation helps adjust policies
and practices in response to new challenges and insights.

Responsibility and Accountability
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Translation: Indeed, Allah commands you to return trusts to their rightful owners; and when you judge between
people, judge with fairness. What a noble commandment from Allah to you! Surely Allah is All-Hearing, All-
Seeing.

(An-Nisa 4:58)

This verse speaks to the importance of fulfilling trusts (Amanah) and judging with justice, which directly
relates to the ethical use of AL In the context of Al, this means that developers, companies, and governments
have a responsibility to handle Al systems ethically and transparently, ensuring that Al is developed and used
in ways that are fair, just, and beneficial to society. Al systems, particularly those in sectors like healthcare,
law enforcement, and finance, must be held accountable for their outcomes, such as ensuring that they do not
perpetuate biases or discrimination.
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Translation: O you who have believed, do not betray Allah and the Messenger or betray your trusts while you
know (the consequence).
(Al-Anfal 8:27)

This verse underscores the importance of not betraying trusts or responsibilities, especially when the
consequences are known. Applied to Al, it indicates that developers and stakeholders involved in AI must take
their responsibilities seriously, ensuring that Al technologies are used transparently and ethically. Betraying
trust in the Al context could involve misusing personal data, creating biased algorithms, or deploying Al
systems for harmful purposes.
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Translation: Every soul will be detained for what it has done, ’
(Al-Muddaththir 74:38)

This verse teaches that accountability is a personal responsibility, meaning that those involved in Al development,
deployment, and oversight are accountable for the ethical use of these technologies. Each individual or entity
involved is responsible for ensuring the ethical and safe deployment of Al.

z

a4 08 AT 88 sy ey sael Beale s S0 G LB Y

*973e



Proceedings of the International Conference on Quran as the Foundation of Civilization
e-ISSN 2811-3411
Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia

Translation: Do not follow what you have no (sure) knowledge of. Indeed, all will be called to account for
(their) hearing, sight, and intellect.
(Al-Isra 17:36)

The verse reminds Al developers and users that they are accountable for the knowledge they use and the
actions they take. Al systems must be based on accurate, transparent information, and their creators must
ensure that these systems do not misuse or misinterpret data.

Transparency and Explainability
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Translation: Do not mix truth with falsehood or hide the truth knowingly.
(Al-Baqarah 2:42)

This verse shows the importance of truthfulness and transparency, highlighting that information must not
be distorted or hidden. In the context of Al, this means that Al systems should operate with full honesty,
providing clear and understandable explanations for their processes and decisions. There should be no hidden
algorithms or biased data driving decisions without disclosure. Al systems should be transparent in their
operation, ensuring that users and stakeholders can easily access and understand how decisions are made.

Oolass 158 G S 52Ty Ll Lo ) Oy3ns . 000 FARE Sl AT sl a3t S

Translation: Tell (them, O Prophet), “Do as you will. Your deeds will be observed by Allah, His Messenger,
and the believers. And you will be returned to the Knower of the seen and unseen, then He will inform you of
what you used to do.”

(At-Tawbah 9:105)

This verse emphasizes openness and accountability. It encourages transparency in actions, knowing that one’s
actions are visible to others and subject to scrutiny. In Al, this means that the workings of Al systems should
be open to review and inspection. Decisions made by Al must be explainable, and those responsible for Al
systems should be accountable for how they operate and the consequences of their decisions
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Translation: Do not follow what you have no (sure) knowledge of. Indeed, all will be called to account for
(their) hearing, sight, and intellect.
(Al-Isra 17:36)

The principle here is that Al systems must not operate based on hidden or unverified data. Instead, the

systems should be explainable, with transparent processes that allow users to understand the data, algorithms,

and rationale behind Al decisions. This ensures accountability and trust in the technology. This verse also

teaches that users should act only on verified information, and any action taken without full understanding or
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transparency will lead to accountability.

Human Oversight and Determination
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Translation: (Remember) when your Lord said to the angels, “I am going to create a deputy on the earth!”
They said, “Will You create there one who will spread disorder on the earth and cause bloodshed, while we
proclaim Your purity, along with your praise, and sanctify Your name?”” He said, “Certainly, I know what you
know not.”

(Al-Bagarah 2:30)

This verse speaks about the human role as stewards (Khalifah) on Earth, with a responsibility for managing
resources and making decisions. In the context of Al it implies that humans, as those entrusted with authority,
must maintain oversight of Al systems, ensuring that they are used responsibly and ethically. Al cannot be
allowed to make unchecked decisions that affect humanity’s well-being; instead, humans must guide AI’s use
and intervene when necessary to align Al systems with ethical values and societal needs.
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Translation: And We bestowed dignity on the children of >’Adam and provided them with rides on the land and
in the sea, and provided them with a variety of good things and made them much superior to many of those
whom We have created.

(Al-Isra 17:70)

This verse shows the inherent dignity and responsibility granted to humans. Humans are given authority over
the earth, and part of this responsibility is to use knowledge and technology, such as Al, ethically and with
care for human dignity. In the context of Al, this means that humans must oversee Al’s development and
applications, ensuring that it serves humanity’s best interests, respects human rights, and upholds dignity.
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Translation: O believers, if an evildoer brings you any news, verify (it) so you do not harm people unknowingly,
becoming regretful for what you have done.
(Al-Hujurat 49:6)

This verse is foundational to the concept of tabayyun, which calls for human oversight over Al systems to
ensure that they do not act on inaccurate, incomplete, or biased data. The verse stresses the need for humans
to intervene and review Al decisions, ensuring that Al systems operate transparently and ethically. Human
oversight ensures that Al is used responsibly and that any actions taken by Al are consistent with human
values and societal norms.
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Translation: Do not follow what you have no (sure) knowledge of. Indeed, all will be called to account for
(their) hearing, sight, and intellect.
(Al-Isra 17:36)

The principle here is that Al systems must be understandable and controlled by humans. Humans must have
the knowledge to oversee Al’s actions and ensure it operates in a manner that aligns with human values and
does not take actions that are outside human ethical control.

Sustainability
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Translation: O Children of Adam! Dress properly whenever you are at worship. Eat and drink, but do not waste. Surely, He does not
like the wasteful.

(Al-A’raf 7:31)

The ethical use of Al includes designing systems that reduce waste and environmental impact, promote energy
efficiency, and help preserve natural resources. Just as the verse calls for moderation, Al should avoid excessive
consumption of resources, ensuring that it does not contribute to the depletion of the Earth’s ecosystems and
strive for sustainability by promoting practices that respect natural limits.
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Translation: And do not walk on the earth arrogantly. Surely you can neither crack the earth nor stretch to the
height of the mountains.
(Al-Isra 17:37)

The verse encourages Al developers to consider the long-term environmental impact of their technologies.
This means designing Al systems that prioritize the planet’s well-being and contribute to ecological balance,
such as Al systems that optimize energy consumption, reduce pollution, and help address the environmental
challenges caused by overexploitation of resources.
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Translation: Corruption has spread on land and sea as a result of what people’s hands have done, so that Allah
may cause them to taste (the consequences of) some of their deeds and perhaps they might return (to the Right
Path).
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(Ar-Rum 30:41)

This verse shows the importance of using Al for good, to prevent or reverse environmental damage. Al can be
leveraged to detect and reduce environmental degradation, monitor pollution, and help in sustainable resource
management.
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Translation: And when they leave (you), they strive throughout the land to spread mischief in it and destroy
crops and cattle. Allah does not like mischief.
(Al-Baqarah 2:205)

The principle of avoiding corruption and harm is essential in ensuring that Al systems do not lead to
environmental degradation or social harm. Al should be designed with sustainability in mind, using resources
efficiently, promoting positive outcomes, and minimizing negative impacts on the environment and society.

Awareness & Literacy
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Translation: Read with the name of your Lord who created (every thing), He created man from a clot of blood.
Read, and your Lord is the most gracious, who imparted knowledge by means of the pen. He taught man what
he did not know.

(Al-*Alaq 96:1-5)

This verse is the first revelation of the Quran, emphasizing the importance of reading, learning, and acquiring
knowledge. This is a call to promote awareness and understanding of Al technologies. By fostering Al literacy,
individuals can better understand how Al systems work, their potential benefits, and the risks associated
with them. This awareness allows people to make informed decisions, ensuring that Al is used ethically and
responsibly.
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Translation: Do not follow what you have no (sure) knowledge of. Indeed, all will be called to account for
(their) hearing, sight, and intellect.

(Al-Isra 17:36)
This verse advises humans to act based on knowledge and understanding, emphasizing the importance of
informed action. In the context of Al, it underscores the need for individuals to be knowledgeable before
engaging with Al technologies, as decisions made by Al can have significant consequences.
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Translation: Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah you have an excellent example for whoever has hope in Allah
and the Last Day, and remembers Allah often.
(Al-Ahzab 33:21)
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This verse encourages those involved in Al development to be models of ethical behavior, grounded in
knowledge and awareness of the broader societal impacts. Al developers, much like those following the
Prophet’s example, should prioritize ethical Al practices, promote understanding, and make efforts to enhance
Al literacy among users and stakeholders. By doing so, they help ensure that Al systems are not only technically
proficient but also morally responsible.

Fairness and Non-Discrimination

%%
\/

Lls gjmrﬂ,j‘wug O} Vs 3004

%3},‘,/.@&5@\&);3;@;’35\\}{40) iJa of Ll ia ¥

Translation: O you who believe, be upholders of justice - witnesses for Allah, even though against (the interest
of) yourselves or the parents, and the kinsmen. One may be rich or poor, Allah is better caretaker of both. So
do not follow desires, lest you should swerve. If you twist or avoid (the evidence), then, Allah is all-aware of

what you do.
(An-Nisa 4:135)

Al models should be audited for bias, ensuring that decisions in areas like hiring, lending, or healthcare
are fair. Developers are morally responsible for removing prejudices that could cause harm to marginalized
groups. Just as the verse warns against letting personal inclination compromise justice, Al systems must be
designed and governed to make fair, evidence-based decisions, not influenced by data or developer bias.
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Translation: O believers! Stand firm for Allah and bear true testimony. Do not let the hatred of a people lead
you to injustice. Be just! That is closer to righteousness. And be mindful of Allah. Surely Allah is All-Aware

of what you do.
(Al-Ma’idah:8)

When developing Al for policing, credit scoring, or recruitment, data fairness must be prioritized to avoid
perpetuating discrimination. Al explainability mechanisms should allow humans to trace and justify decisions
transparently. In essence, Al must serve all equally, reflecting the Quranic principle that fairness is closest to
righteousness.
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Translation: Allah does not forbid you as regards those who did not fight you on account of faith, and did not
expel you from your homes, that you do good to them, and deal justly with them. Surely Allah loves those
who maintain justice.
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(Al-Mumtahanah 60:8)

In the AI context, this reinforces the idea that Al systems must serve humanity universally, without
discrimination. Al research and resources should not be monopolized by a few nations or corporations but
should benefit developing societies as well. Ethical Al governance should promote inclusion, ensuring that
underrepresented groups are not left behind by technological progress.
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Translation: O mankind, We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into races and tribes,
so that you may identify one another. Surely the noblest of you, in Allah’s sight, is the one who is most pious
of you. Surely Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.

(Al-Hujurat 49:13)

This verse proclaims the equality of all human beings, emphasizing that differences in race, gender, or
ethnicity exist for mutual understanding - not for discrimination. This verse proclaims the equality of all
human beings, emphasizing that differences in race, gender, or ethnicity exist for mutual understanding -
not for discrimination. Ethical Al frameworks must reflect global humanity, ensuring Al benefits everyone
regardless of background. This verse perfectly captures the foundation of fairness and non-discrimination in
Al - true value lies in righteousness and integrity, not in human differences.

CONCLUSION

This paper demonstrates that the ethical use of artificial intelligence (AI) can be guided by both modern human
rights frameworks and traditional Islamic values. The Quran provides a comprehensive ethical foundation that
aligns with UNESCO’s Al principles, offering a unique perspective on how Al can be developed and used
responsibly. Future research could explore the practical application of Quranic ethics in Al systems, particu-
larly how Islamic values can be incorporated into Al governance frameworks at a global level. Comparative
studies between Islamic ethical principles and other cultural or religious ethical systems could provide deeper
insights into universal Al ethics frameworks. Additionally, research could focus on developing Al models and
algorithms that are explicitly designed with Quranic ethical values in mind, testing these systems in real-world
applications like healthcare, education, and governance. Further interdisciplinary studies combining Islamic
jurisprudence, Al ethics, and computer science will be crucial in ensuring that Al technologies align with both
ethical and religious guidelines, ultimately fostering a more equitable and responsible future for Al develop-
ment.
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