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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS Y.

The study of religion continues to develop in this era of gIobaﬁ% Muslim
scholars like Ibn Hazm and Al-Biruni have pioneered the effort ;d significantly

contributed works and methodologies in the study of religi wever, Western

scholars started their contributions in the study of religion he 19‘“ century.

As a result of such contributions, the modern Wes scholars Qtroduced

a number of methodologies in the study of rehg@seque ly, re’ ar _eiﬁbbates

between Western scholars and Muslim schol t cept\g.‘rstudy of

(\/: °\ év
Ninian Smart, a Western sch(\ Rahmatu AI-@%nawi, a Muslim

religion.

scholar are prolific scholars in st rellglon % @-\y Both of them have
written a lot of treatises regar y nellg “Th c)rltlngs like The World's
Religion by Ninian Smart 1I Ra tuIIah Al-Kairanawi, are the
favourite references an% tempo g}? ern Muslim scholars.

Hence, thls rch s ntlfyt |fferences and similarities of Ninian
Smart’s and Ra tu Al 1’s @h%odologles in the study of religion. Based

* Pr S
on a qualitative a IyS|s n 01:3, e World’s Religions and Izhar Al-Hag, it can
be co that #thei th gles are influenced by the authenticity of
mt@ $’
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As one of the modern pioneers in the study of religion, Ninian Smart has rejected
Christian exclusivism or salvation through Christ alone. He has acknowledwwe
existence of other world religions and has respected their wisdom tradit% inian
Smart became interested in non-Christianity when he was sent by the Army to
Ceylon, known as Sri Lanka later. For his contributions in the studyfof religion, six

universities like University of Kelaniya have given him an acaﬂeml ard.
n en?

Ninian Smart advocates the disciplined and relevan logy of religion

<))

because his methodologies in study of religion are descriptions of eWenomen
L

comprehensively and systematically as well as f f ideologi aﬁdi%gious
presuppositions. This is to avoid the study ofwreligi fknfa S a[@ﬁejudice.
T

Ninian Smart’s explanations on other rel% are ste n fac d free from

judgement as he never defends or refu‘w }Iigion. é

Meanwhile, Rahmatullah A@anawi i Wft e;@fnslim reformists who
% !I o)

confronted Christian proselyti rds IOIuin : He vi%?respected by the Mecca
community due to his bein %inI @Zc@and he was honoured by the
Mufti of Mecca, Sheik% Zaini th‘l;ﬂs s@)larship is not limited in the field,
&)
even extensive in ;@em @q ystegs/he was the founder of the Madrasah
Al-Saulatiyyah ig Saudr Arabia. &
P
Basi %&hm ullah |-£ai€1-1/a i’s methodology are a combination of the
N

religioug’scripture agd ratienality or_science. However, the principle of justice is an

s

esse@ement in these bas@ahmatullah Al-Kairanawi accepted description and

] \hnt in study of religion and the both are based on the empirical facts, textual

6 , historical facts and scholars’ opinions in study of religion.



However, this research found that Ninian Smart and Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi
are similarly concerned with data authenticity and intellectual honestme
authenticity is necessary for the study of religion as data is collected from rﬁ%&gious
phenomena. The collection of authentic data aims to demonstrate the naﬂ&religions.
Critical thinking and increasing scientific content in the research arefa result of the
authentic data. Inauthentic data are not allowed in researﬁ)yse it generates

Ninian Smart and Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi do net.appl pe.ho@erceptions
L

olars are based ﬁn@vf:om

ut, thei ctati n%'f data is

rm oﬂde 'ptionéd"zl;ahmatullah
Al-Kairanawi states data in the form o\mnt. é

Therefore, intellectual hone@ian essenti %p g@‘of the methodologies
N
irapawi. Intelectual honesty refers to

honesty in the coIIection,@is, T relaying o% eas. A researcher is being
intellectually honest \A% nows the truth, Etacé'the truth and vice versa. Ninian
4 &)
Smart and Rah w AI] m i ngystatements after coming to an
understanding &ion. &
¢ ! Cé'}
FroE hsear er’s erée ive€, the methodologies of Ninian Smart and

incorrect understanding.

in the study of religion. Conversely, statements of bo

sacred books and religious followers’ perspecti
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N
Rahmat -Kai Wi }e fair@ unbiased. This is because their statements are
sup by authentic data. @ém Smart’s methodology is neutral. He developed
0 \ity through the conception of the seven dimensions of religion. The researcher

G owledges the seven dimensions of religion to be a systematic approach in analysing
S

pects of other religions.
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Nevertheless, the researcher disagrees regarding the unity of religions by Ninian
Smart. Ninian Smart assumes the unity of religions to be a solution in order to Te
harmony between religions. The researcher refutes this due to it being an @nion
in the religious process. Intervention causes confusion on religious phe%a and the
authenticity of religious teachings is disturbed. In the researcher’s perspgctive, interfaith
dialogue is a solution to achieve harmony between religions.

Meanwhile, assertiveness is an essential eleme w rrethodology of

Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi as he faces internal an ternal t However,

Ay
d on data n’w@d by
er rcher\)%ues that

of thgéé‘é;te approach

arguments prepared by Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi ar
religious followers. He interprets data in debat
Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi is a wise scholan@{t’ [
that is appropriate to the current situar\%

Nevertheless, the researche@ﬁsrally re\x% @ solution to achieve

harmony between religions bec%ate ig'abou Inni ebate seeks a conclusion

o

another party. A debater entails

>

listening to find flaws countér argiménts rather than to understand and find
4 ’ &

agreement. Conv;%nterfat’
good between twq re

!
The rcher agrees t tprej

N
itisa fi% ssionfthat een p&ed before the religion has been subject to study.

Co , the researcher dis@s that judgement and evaluation are not necessary in

that ratifies one party by looking*for 1/
ter

ue sgcs/new options by exploring common

o

@E@ is not allowed in the study of religion since

t \Qy of religion as evaluation must be based on observed evidence. An unbiased

Et
6 rch generates a judgement that is just and a fair evaluation.
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The methodologies of Ninian Smart and Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi can be
emulated in order to improve the understanding of religious studies thus, ov?ne
conflict among religions of the world. Respect for differences is a critical@% the
study of religion since respect is grounded in the belief that two parti ore have
the pieces of the answer and together, can craft a solution.

Thus, this research recommends further study and analysis' concerning the
suitability of the seven dimensions of religion by Nin k:i to the Muslim

methodology in the study of religion. Further research is portuni ntify gaps
| ]

to improve and strengthen new principles in the m@bgies of We rnlarl@slim

scholars in the study of religion. ? 4 \/‘T

ing th@éwq;odology of

debate by Rahmatullah AI-KairanN e is an “gspirati ('Qto modern and

contemporary Muslim scholars in t@ydy of ré—l-g\l‘mTA

Meanwhile, the researcher sugges review

exie would allow future

N
scholars to understand the p%app%ach nce,% te a new approach in

accordance with current iss n |tu1 :
An analysis o Zcepts fre idus\b'erance is recommended by the
s &)
researcher as inter w betv‘e igions @ﬁeligious diversity bring about new

opportunities angd challenge us r@dns. However, the biggest challenge is to

highlight thE 5%% 0/“ha n};wi&;?t union” and to learn to respect differences.
S" "



