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Abstract

Supplication or known as du’a or prayer is an essential aspect of worship in Islam, where
Muslims call upon Allah the Almighty to seek assistance in various aspects of life. In Islam,
supplications can be categorised into various types based on their content and purpose. Some
common types of supplication are taken from the al-Quran, recitation by prophets, righteous
people, and pious figures in Islamic history. This study focuses on specifically prescribed

supplications from the Quraic verses which begins with the word ‘Rabb’ (<,). Objectives of
this study are (i) to identify Quranic verses’ supplications according to 30 Juz breakdown, and
(ii) to analyse supplications in the Quran which are arranged based on the theme ‘Rabb’ (<)).

This study is qualitative research by applying thematic analysis to report patterns or themes
within a dataset. The finding shows that Quranic verses’ supplications can be classified into

three themes which begin with the word Rabbi (<), Rabbana (\5;), and Rabbuna (‘-ij).

Keywords: Quranic verses, Supplication, Theme-Based, 30 Juz Breakdown.

INTRODUCTION

The act of making supplication is an important aspect of devotion and
communication with Allah. It is considered a powerful act of worship and a way to
strengthen one’s faith and brings comfort, hope, and spiritual connection with Allah
(al-Asqgalani, 2000). It is also an act of humility, dependence, and acknowledgement
of Allah’s power and mercy (al-Nawawi, 1993, al-Sadhan, 2000). Some several
Quranic verses and hadiths that highlight the importance of making supplication and
the love of Allah for those who engage in this act of worship, for instance:
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Translation: When My servants ask you (O Prophet) about Me: I am
truly nearby. I respond to one’s prayer when they call upon Me. So

let them respond (with obedience) to Me and believe in Me, perhaps
they will be guided (to the Right Way).

354



Meanwhile in a hadith transmitted by Imam al-Tirmidhi in Sunan al-
Tirmidhi (1996), the Prophet Muhammad PBUH stated that making supplication is
the most noble of all acts in the sight of Allah:
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Translation: Abu Hurairah narrated that: The Prophet said: “There is
nothing more honourable with Allah [Most High] than
supplication.”

(al-Tirmidhi, no. 3370)

The command to call upon Allah by His grace and kindness is stated in surah
Ghatfir verse 60. According to Ibn Kathir (1997) in Tafsir al-Quran al-’Adhim, Allah
encourages His servants to call upon Him, and Allah guarantees to respond and
accept their supplications and prayers:
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Ghatfir: (7:60)
Translation: Your Lord has proclaimed, “Call upon Me, I will
respond to you. Surely those who are too proud to worship Me will
enter Hell, fully humbled.”

Al-Tabari (1994) explained that we should worship Him sincerely rather than
other idols. Besides that, Allah had mentioned in the Quran there may be some
people that refuse to pray to Him due to arrogance (al-Asqalani, 2000). Allah has
warned to those who show arrogance against worshipping Him will be sent to hell.
(al-Tabari, 1994, Quraish Shihab, 2008). In Islam, arrogance is considered a negative
trait, and humility is highly valued. Humbling oneself before Allah through acts of
worship including reciting supplication, is an integral part of being a practicing
Muslim. Allah says in the Quran:
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al-A’raf: (7:55)
Translation: Call upon your Lord humbly and secretly. Surely, He
does not like the transgressors.
Thus, Muslims are encouraged to make supplications regularly, not just in
times of need, but also during times of happiness and contentment, as a way of
showing gratitude to Allah (Tantawi, 2010). The Prophet Muhammad PBUH says:
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Translation: Abu Hurairah narrated that: The Messenger of Allah said:

“Whoever wishes that Allah would respond to him during hardship

and grief, then let him supplicate plentifully when at ease.”
(al-Tirmidhi, no. 3382)

Muslims believe that the Quran is a book of guidance and mercy from Allah.
In the Quran, several verses are considered supplications or dua’s, and these verses
are often recited by Muslims in daily life. There are various forms of supplications
mentioned in the Quran, reflecting the diverse needs and situations of individuals.
Some forms of supplication found in the Quran include supplications seeking
guidance, seeking forgiveness, seeking protection, contentment, relief from
difficulties, patience, mercy, prophet’s supplications, righteous people supplications,
and many more.

Meanwhile, previous studies discuss the concept and position of supplication
in Islam (Zhila Jannati and Muhammad Ranchida, 2022, Maman Sutarman, 2018;
Awaludin, 2017), types of supplication (Husna, 2022; Kafait Ullah and Hafiz Haris,
2020), benefits and effects of supplication (Amra Ahsan and Maryam, 2012) and
many more. However, there is a lack of study on a compilation of supplications in
the Quran that begins with particular words. Therefore, this article attempts to
identify Quranic supplications according to 30 juz breakdown followed by

arrangement based on the theme ‘Rabb’” (<)).

METHODOLOGY

The methodology used for this study is a qualitative study and thematic analysis.
Thematic analysis is a technique used for the analysis and generation of themes or
patterns from a set of data (Virginia Braun and Victoria Clarke, 2012). By applying
thematic analysis methodology, the researcher gathers data from the Quran based on
research objectives. Next, an identification of relevant Quranic verses was selected
and the researcher begin to group similar codes to form potential themes. Finally,
each theme is defined, and names are given to represent the essence of each theme.
As a result, the thematic analysis of Quranic supplications found that there are three
themes classified for entire supplications extracted from the Quran which begin with

the word rabbi (<)), the word rabbana (&), and the word rabbuna (Ujj) as follows:

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1. Rabb (<)

In Islam, ‘Rabb’ is one of the fundamental attributes of Allah. The word ‘Rabb’ is
derived from the Arabic root ‘", one of the names of Allah the Almighty (Ibrahim

Anis et al, 2004). It is a recitation of supplication in the singular form. By referring to
Allah as ‘Rabb’, Muslims acknowledge and affirm His role as the Creator and
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Sustainer of the universe. It emphasises the belief that Allah is the One who brings
everything into existence and provides for all creatures with His mercy and care. In
the Quran, several Quranic supplications begin with the word ‘Rabb’” as below:

No. Juz Verse
Surah
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Table 1 : Quranic supplications begins with the word ‘Rabbi” (<)

Table 1 shows that there are 31 Quranic supplications beginning which the
word Rabbi (55) extracted from juz 1 (surah al-Baqarah), juz 3 (Ali ‘Imran), juz 6 (al-

Ma’idah), juz 8 (al-A’raf), juz 13 (Ibrahim), juz 15 (al-Isra’), juz 16 (Maryam), juz 17
(Ta Ha and al-Anbiya’), juz 18 (al-Mukminun), juz 19 (al-Shu’ara” and al-Naml), juz
20 (al-Qasas), juz 21 (al-Ankabut), juz 23 (al-Saffat), juz 26 (al-Ahgqaf), juz 29 (al-
Tahrim), and juz 29 (Nuh).

2. Rabbana (55))

Rabbana or (\3)) is an Arabic word that translates to ‘Our Rab (Allah)’ in the plural

form. It is commonly used in Islamic supplications and prayers by Muslims to
humble themselves before their creator (Allah). Using the word ‘Rabbana’ in
supplications reflects the essence of submission and reliance on Allah’s wisdom,
acknowledging that all human affairs are ultimately under His guidance and control.
The list of supplications begins with ‘Rabbana’ and ‘Rabbuna’ in the Quran is shown in
Table 2

No. Juz Surah Verse
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1. Juz 1-3
Al-Bagarah

2. Juz 3-4
Ali ‘Imran

3. Juz 5
Al-Nisa’

4. Juz 6
Al-Ma’idah

5. Juz 8
Al-A’raf

6. Juz 11
Yunus

7. Juz 13
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Ibrahim
Juz 15
Al-Kahfi
Juz 17
Ta Ha

Juz 18
Al-Mukminun

Juz 19
Al-Furqan

Juz 22
Al-Ahzab

Juz 22
Saba’

Juz 24
Ghafir

Juz 28
Al-Hashr

Juz 28
Al-Mumtanah

Juz 28
Al-Tahrim
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Table 2: Quranic supplications begins with the word ‘Rabbana’ ()

Table 2

shows that there are 43 Quranic supplications begin with the word

‘Rabbana’ (') that were identified from juz 1 and 2 (surah al-Baqarah), juz 3 and 4

(Ali ‘Imran), juz 5 (al-Nisa’), juz 6 (al-Ma’idah), juz 8 (al-A’raf), juz 11 (Yunus), juz 13
(Ibrahim), juz 15 (al-Kahf), juz 17 (Ta Ha), juz 18 (al-Mukminun), juz 19 (al-Furqgan),

Mumtanah and al-Tahrim).

3. Rabbuna (Ufj

juz 22 (al-Ahzab), juz 22 (Saba’), juz 24 (Ghatir), juz 28 (al-Hasyr), and juz 28 (al-

No. Juz Surah Verse
1L Juzl7 WY Ouhaf U Je Slazzall 220 g
Al-Anbiya’

Table 3: Quranic supplication begins with the word ‘Rabbuna’ (3
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Table 3 shows only one Quranic supplication begins with the word ‘Rabbuna’
(Lifj) was identified from juz 17 (surah al-Anbiya’). The Table 4 below shows the

quantity of Quranic supplications which begin with the word ‘Rabbi” (<5) with 31

supplications, ‘Rabbana’ (\3;) 43 supplications, and 1 supplication for ‘Rabbuna’ (&)

Quranic Supplications Based on the word Rabbi,
Rabbana, and Rabbuna

Rabbi

Rabbana
e

Rabbuna

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

Table 4: Quranic supplication based on theme ‘Rabbi’ (25) ‘Rabbana’ (\3;)

and ‘Rabbuna’ (Lﬁj)

CONCLUSION

Supplications, also known as du’a or prayer hold a significant status in Islam,
particularly when derived from the Quran. Quranic verses that are recited in
supplications are considered highly esteemed and valued. Therefore, Muslims are
highly recommended to be recited and practiced in their daily life. Based on an
analytical study on Quranic supplications extracted based on 30 juz breakdown, it
can be concluded that Quranic supplications which begin with the word rabb can be
classified into three themes which are (i) Rabbi, (ii) Rabbana, and (iii) Rabbuna.

Meanwhile, the total frequency of the word ‘Rabbana’ (\3) found in Quranic
supplications is 43 times, followed by the word Rabbi’ (¢5) 31 times, and 1 Quranic

verse for the word ‘Rabbuna’ ().
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