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CHAPTER 1V : ACOMPARATIVE STUDY BETWEEN NINIAN SMART

AND RAHMATULLAH AL-KAIRANAWI T
4.1 Introduction *

Ninian Smart and Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi are scholars 1 the study of
religion. Even though both scholars have never met as they corv different periods,
r

there are similarities in their methodologies such as the usag ed t'ooks as primary

sources in writing, historical facts as arguments, geographieal facts as menQ.and
| &
=\

making arguments using examples.

Meanwhile, differences between Ninian?ﬁand R@ ah AVC iranawi’s

methodologies are influenced by their wri Wectivgﬁ an mbiem&—{owever, the

&

ces is no dete@]e truth and fault.

s
er \e?a Adeas of the scholars are
s >

the priority. " 48(

| QY N
According to Car ney| (2015), unql@iandmg the similarities and
(

differences between th% ] relig"w S P, \;&d@tter understanding on how these

beliefs unite andweoplq a\ the \@f The study of religion pursues two
nd

&
oals; descripti lassifi livi PFTeiber er, 2018).
g ptdhg f C'SJ g )
ipti

De within the s d';/ of religion refers to the effort to understand the

N g
variou wof reIfE]i ; speci@roughtheintellectualdisciplines (Robert Segal,

n.d)! while, classificati ithin the study of religion means the attempt to

purpose of identifying similarities and

&

Conversely, the understanding of 0 S,

P
@

Ny

=

Sys tise and explore a variety of knowledge about religious beliefs, practices, and

Gt tutions (Charles Joseph Adams, n.d).
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4.2 Similarities

4.2.1 Sacred Books as Primary Source in Writing \? '

Sacred books refer to holy texts or religious scriptures. They are &Des and
references in religion as beliefs, myth, ritual practices, commandments or Ia s, ethics,
spiritual aspirations, and formation of a religious community are%z discussion in

sacred books. Religions may have one or more sacred books f pIe the Avesta is

Zoroastrianism’s sacred book, the Bible is Christla@ 0‘)1( and Veda is
Hinduism’s sacred book.

David H. Pereyra (2021), expresses that@ each freligion Aassd,l ferent
T
nt

bonds with their sacred books, they all have an i 0 OF, d sensory

dimensions of the religious sacred booewrvati%, smis gy\readmg, and

reciting of the sacred books lead to thn God

The emergence of the s ons e c 'ﬁy associated with the
formation of religious communi are ofwital port to the respective religious
communities. Beyond this ¢ atlorfh een munlty and its sacred books,

l
there have always been%lstlnct o]rs 0 er texts and other readings of the
same religions (S| 0 mn, 1017
&

Nima ref saere bo@i%as a primary source to understand religious

phenome hg1 us foll ers\’(pérspectlve without bias and judgement. For

exam e alysear t ook of@omg Forth by Day to understand the concept of

death 1 e ancient Egyptlangglon from the ancient Egyptians’ perspective as the

‘%f Going Forth by Day is their sacred book.
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Nevertheless, Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi quotes verses from sacred books to
support an argument as sacred books provide a real understanding of r
teachings. For example, the Bible verse quoted by Rahmatullah AI-I@W as

evidence that the Pentateuch is not a book of Moses because the word “ uch” was

never mentioned in the original verse in Deuteronomy 27:5. Q
4.2.2 Historical Facts as Argument Y'

Historical facts are information about past \ IStOW with the
question of “what happened”. Historians focus on th onology of a V(int,' &di){?aver
causes of an event, identify effects of events an Se int‘@rp etation oféénts. An

event influences the minds of people to bring changes i \ﬁexpattergninking and

style of living. %\, 4«
m

A historical argument is a co i and free from the value of

judgment. Ninian Smart applies histegical fagts due tojtwo ree%)ns. First, historical facts
“« Q-
as a chapter introduction. For M , he ass that ﬁé’r@nt India encompassing the
N

modern state of Pakistam, Baaladesh, }lepa W@bet and Sri Lanka is the cause

of the diversity in religions s "a md.' , Buddhism, Islam, Jainism and
Christianity that @in )q@ 40%
N
Second, historical faets n'a{':d ns to religions. For example, Ninian Smart
argued @ﬂistc}ri of jth Is@gfes religion and Judaism originated from the
Abrahami ief. Abraham t{eli%g.in El as the highest God. However, the Abrahamic

=

b &Q eveloped by Abrahek s descants like Isaac and Jacob. Around 1300 BCE,

Qer oses’s revelation, the Israelites religion is known as Judaism.
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Meanwhile, Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi applied historical facts based on two
reasons. First, historical facts as the support information in an argument. For e
he argued that the number of books in the Old Testament and the New @nt is
doubted by Christian scholars due to it being reviewed by three great ils such as
the Council of Nicaea in 325 C.E., Council of Laodicea in 364 C.Ejyand Council of
Carthage in 397 C.E. \,

Next, the second reason is to prove claims. One of me would be when
Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi expressed that hadith is authentic and cw Muslims

&
disciples of otng@ns of

henti€ hadi isd@r’ninedby

i ofv‘ep rs of@:h from the
Prophet’s companions until present ti\) é

because it has gone through a rigorous process creat

—t

the Prophet Muhammad SAW and Muslim sch

the reliability of Asma Ur-Rjial, the bi

S
4.2.3 Geographical Facts as Argument o}
;MS 6 “ QL
Generally, geography M he nwd S s land formations, animals,
N
and the atmosphere. G graRmal facts refe o'thﬁrmaﬁon of Earth's landscapes,

humans, places, and envi me% i oﬁre(‘gt/ the empirical evidences because
knowledge or @on L received bﬁthe senses through observation or

N
documentatio@avi up,? ’l C.)(J
D %ﬂns f‘n explanatio *%X//Ninian Smart are supported by geographical
facts. éwn

ple, Ninian Séa@lains that Malacca is central to Islamic preaching

=

an%main port in Asia and%utheast Asia due to the strategic position of Malacca.
alay Sultanate of Malacca was one of the most important trade centres in
Qutheast Asia in the 15" century and located on the Straits of Malacca (Azlansyah

Aman & Azhar Mad Arus, 2016).
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According to geographical facts, Malacca’s position is in the middle between
India and China (David Ringrose, 2018). The spread of the Islamic religion in So t
Asia is influenced by the empire of Malacca (Abdul Aziz Azmi & Fa@hida
Mustafar, 2020), because the empire reaches throughout Malay Peni Sumatra,
Indonesian islands and southern Thailand (Shukri Ahmad, 2011). Y'

Meanwhile, Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi also applie Mphical facts to
support arguments. One of which in refuting the Bibl ause o[ contradictions
between Bible verses and geographical facts. For exam ahm tqusairanawi
refutes the borders of land given by the Book of Jo to the childr. ﬁf@amin

which encompasses the sea southward becaus never exi nea@ﬁ land of

. I o

the children of Benjamin. \, 0\ é\
g O

4.2.4 Argument Using Examples \

According to Mohd FaizaEE;kaﬂir 2017), an @ment by example also
s

“« Q-
called as an argument using ex& isanar tsupﬁéf’ted by providing examples.
N
Appropriate examplesgand Ealistic Scri |ops§determine the validity of an
xam; to

argument. Moreover, e S caﬂ,{ o better understanding and relate to

key points of an &\e. Q 40%

\ )

Niniar@5 applies ar Ats %(gxample to provide better understanding in

order to &rthe nt u . For example, he assumes that the similarity
’m

betwe anaan religion and\tﬁ%.ancient Egyptian religion is a myth. Ninian Smart

P w a brief example that}e story of Baal in the Canaanite religion, is similar to

story of Osiris in the ancient Egyptian religion because the fighting, dying and
Ourrection of Gods are the themes for both the Baal and Osiris stories.
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Meanwhile, Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi used brief examples to support
arguments. For example, he argued that the concept of Christianity’s i

anthropomorphic. As a supporting statement, Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi ided

examples that the concept of Hinduism’s God is similar to the concept %stianity’s

God due to the attribution of human characteristics to Gods. Q

4.3 Differences Y'
4.3.1 Secularism by Ninian Smart il\d
| ]

Generally, according to Alex Deagon (mléiecular eans h1 iy\ atic

erosion of religious practice, values and belief, as a result, a segular so€iety is‘pne which
NV

lacks belief or faith in the supernatural, my%iogandur\n ical Rel@% privatized
as a faith whose object is the supernat@ﬁfere i

fro&he natural and the
rational.

&

influehce “hris@y pervaded within the

A

Before the 19" centur

Western academics includingt~h&¢sci1ﬁ dy o@ﬁ%ion. Study of religion was

ern hpl@ udied other religions based on

influenced by Christiaf theolegy. We
o . T4 £
Christian perspective. However n$mart éﬁe of the scholars who has changed

the @lstian theology approach to a neutral
% of th‘a #
% s

separat;sI study of religion fro ristianity theology because he has changed from a
\

(JC')

in@ secular study of religion, Ninian Smart has

=

N’I based subject to the study of world religions. He refutes Christianity theology
ination because it generates misunderstandings on religion that have been studied.
inian Smart emphasizes the description concept rather than the "truth claim™ concept

in the study of religion.
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4.3.2 Suspending of Personal Belief by Ninian Smart

Focus on describing religious phenomena and avoiding questions %
olar

essential principles in Ninian Smart’s methodology. Ninian Smart encour
and student to “bracket out” personal belief. Suspending a scholars previous 1deas

thoughts or beliefs about the truth, value or meaning of the reIigioRunder study is

priority. It means not allowing one’s personal religion or beli intervene during the
process of studying other religions. '

Ninian Smart prioritizes academic purpose rather p swj bPY_use
suspending personal belief aims to adopt a neutr itién in the s 0“ _Qt@on It
provides a way of comparing the religions withoUt'isrepresenti em bm‘{;rpreting

them through the lens of another religion@r, trz?qnion Chris%s assume this
n

principle as a threat because it has undw d remov e au@ity of Christianity

e

in their m n‘i‘ng@ss or validity rather than

in the study of religion.

Christian theology is i

understanding of a particula

theology seeks to dee;%

between Christian My S g*al mlanégrt’s methodology.

&

jous idea or, nom@n because the aim of Christian
l

advance' the | a uth It is the ultimate difference

pulations, 3|tuat| phenomena The description answers the question

N
t”, “where”, “when” and “how”. In the study of religion, the description is
med as a way that describes the characteristics of the religion or religious
enomena studied. General information of religions, introductions of religions and

interpretations of religions are the main objective of the description. .

433 Descr f xpla f"‘ by-Ninian Smart
% Y, the:d fini o of@scnptlon is a statement that gives detail about
oneor Nre 0
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The description is applied by Ninian Smart in the study of religion to describe
characteristics of religions studied without bias and prejudice. It does not focu?ﬂe
question of “why” religious phenomena occur. One of the characteristics 0%\)'[1011
is free of judgement and criticism. Moreover, Ninian Smart’s prin study of
religion is to delineate and explain the characteristics of rellglon f e religious

followers’ understanding.

For example, he classified the concept of Jihad in | 0 t . First, Jihad is

warfare against polytheists, Christianity and Judaism ‘tmtil they p |zya and

, Jihad is ihr&@ar to
lah. er, %mn Smart

ed than Ji daswé‘h;em Islamic
‘Q

A

4.3.4 Integration of Rellglo a Cﬂ @’%A -Kairanawi

Contrast, Rahmatullah ranaW| ts re@‘cfus scripture and science or
rationality in his metlﬁol in stu y of Jre |g| C|ence and religion are both
oderndhife b afTs |g

senses and SCI nce Ld a Wi known to us in terms of our sense-

N
perception. C—)(J
ination is/an ess

'@R} (JI element in Islamic scholarship as Muslim
scho Iaﬁ straggled to co ront he propaganda of Christians missionary in the 19%"

c NBefore that, science fh rationality were ignored by Ottoman Salafi tradition.

because of the expanding of Islamic territories. S
eliminate temptations and obstacles to true obedi

explains that Jihad as an inner war is more4pgiori

teaching. \ >

important factors of m oncerned with a world beyond the

ever, this combination is balanced between religion and science. Descriptions and
Qﬂ)lanatlons based on a combination of them are advantageous to Rahmatullah Al-

Kairanawi in the study of religion.
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Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi empathizes the scripture and the sciences because
science strengthens the truth of the contents of scripture so that the contents

evidences have influenced Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi’s methodol study of

religion. He assumes the Quran is a symbol of the unification of Muslims and science

is a part of Islamic heritage. \,

Generally, assertiveness is concerning the fability to expressrt ou'%li)lg'and

4.3.5 Assertiveness by Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi

feelings openly in an honest, appropriate, respeetful and, direct ay.%taure of
d Sy

assertiveness is willingness to volunteer opinigs, q \oh,\and canfgont stressful

situations without fear. Being assertiv@éng

other people’s rights in a calm and pgsitive way, Wi ou? 1hg ag_‘gressive, or passively.
A
airanawi’gimethodgtogy have influenced by

“« Q-
ristianit agar@ﬁRahmatullah Al-Kairanawi

and QQ or your own or

Assertiveness in Rahmatu

British government policy ano\
N

speaks up in defence of-his Wiews and able Pn@ information and point out the

information lacking details«and e\d@ . Légs'positive assertiveness because his

expression based@ent@nd da@ uthentic facts form Rahmatullah Al-

@)

Kairanawi’s t instudy ?l!gi(ﬁryarticularly in debate.

F lee,“R matull &-(C':\iranawi asserts the Pentateuch not being the
L‘&;;“

Tora s becausethe an age laws support his claim. The first-person pronoun

r enting Moses like phra% “I” and “We” were never used by the Pentateuch.
nversely the phrase “Moses says”, a third-person pronoun is used by the Pentateuch

Oen representing Moses.
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4.3.6 Disputation and Judgement by Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi

Generally, a disputation shows an inclination to dispute or disa rme
disputation in the study of religion means the study of religion with %J ative
purpose. It answers to the question of “why”. Expressing disapproving judgment on one
group or more is the main element. Consequently, judgement and critmre the basis

of the disputation. \,

due/to two reasons.

The first reason is to refute Christianity teachings and thetsecon rM;o d%iend

)
Islam from Christian scholars. Disputation of C@y teaching l&a,hm"étullah
Al-Kairanawi are based on empirical facts, w hol Yo

ats)) opinions.
Meanwhile, defending Islamic teachings aﬁ e

Disputation in Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi's metho

| m% and scholars’

&

opinions.

contradictions between the anslation Jand tQ@Latin, Syrian and Greek
translations are evidence ofTons e Bibli \@ts. Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi
referred to opinions t% Clarke, i

scholar, as the su;minfor'na\m

Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawij %ed th@&e i tf:e\word of God because
N\,
H%t o e
r

ar thodist theologian and biblical



