CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION

1.1 Research Background ‘

Judaism, Christianity and Islam are known as Abrahan@;ns as all of

them trace their history back to Abraham (Prophet lbr imWaham became the
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jon Of beliefs.
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centre of Abrahamic traditions as they respectively
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This study examin andc\ !ﬁé(jews and positions of these three

Abrahamic tradim aism, Chri tianitxz’a%d Islam) toward Jesus. Jesus was an

onq?« rahamic traditions in
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house of I% the time. r@ﬂ‘ty, Jesus is believed to be the incarnation of
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the Sof,0 , Wherea$'Isl @/es that Jesus was a righteous prophet. It is hoped
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th is study will be able to}teate mutual respect and harmony between these three

‘@s.
Q Judaism, Christianity and Islam share various similarities. They are considered

Abrahamic traditions as well as a three-sister monotheistic religion that claim the



prophet Abraham as their common bone father. Thus, this study will examine the
beliefs and teachings of these three religions about Jesus and then identify wW
angle these three religions can be harmonised. (’}
Controversy erupted when Jesus was said to have brought n hings by
Jewish followers. For Muslims, they believe and acknowledge the\prophethood of
Jesus but do not acknowledge that the prophet is a Son of God as believed by
Christians in the concept of trinity. In Islam, Jesus is res m rreaching to the
people of Israel, similar to other prophets before him t 1fil owgandment

to spread true faith.

Judaism rejects any outside claims that

concept on human beings is prohibited as

Judal@x‘ intains that
the Torah and Jewish law are divine \5;} eternal nal lee and that they

should be strictly followed. Regard e escha ' gc g@t Judaism grounds its
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in g of to fulfil the promise of the

In Christianity, the I
Old Testament (Hebre%:; They: so b |e\‘/e~|®he concept of salvation from the
divine through Jes wby, af M gmg‘h&n}as the Messiah through his sacrifice

and resurrectiongfor 44'

Despit ny i ter r tltﬁs@ esus in the Abrahamic traditions, all agree
that he é%'
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h among their foIIow@Jy understanding the personality and behaviour of

ectively r cted-éa figure, thus they have the potential to create

J ough interactions between Abrahamic traditions. For this purpose, research is

6 ed to examine or investigate the prospect of mutual understanding.



1.2 Statement of problem

Jesus Christ or Prophet Isa, son of Mary is a highly revered figure in ISLV%
is considered a great prophet and messenger of Allah, classified as o \ five
major prophets (ulul al-azmi) including Noah, Abraham, Moses, ana! Mhammad,

peace be upon them all. In the Islamic view, Jesus was a prophet z'milar to other

prophets who were commissioned to convey to the peop

r human life to walk
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A common ground between Muslims and istrans can' be Itbp_qﬁ'%hared

themes in the theological, moral, and narratlvmen{ s’s H&Jesus is
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respectfully mentioned in the Quran fotw commendable and<ho criticism is
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offered. He was sent to deliver preachli wish peo O

One of the accurate facts 25%5% wa \hgw sé:]\?w who fully grew up
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guidance or path of the prophet, it would have been impos

in the right path.

@
in a Jewish tradition. In everx Ic and.Chris n“scr@Te there is a great deal of
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praise for Jesus, both in te? is tthav u andgspread of his preaching. The
Quran and gospel desc sasa JyLoﬁs miraculously given by God the
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ability to bring ba& ead a'md e blin
Howev here is a ‘sighificant h‘%e/rence in the Abrahamic traditions of
e\ ¢ i C'SJ
varying be% etermini 0 J@g was. In the Islamic faith, it is said that Jesus
was a p% ent by' qdeli\@reaching, while according to Christianity, Jesus

wa n of God. Some Je \zflimed that Jesus brought a new teaching.
\r?hese differences in belief create discomfort and strife in the Abrahamic
Q tions. Without ethics and respect for each other, misunderstandings result in
anatics thus, make the situation worse. With this study, a mutual understanding and

respect for Jesus among the Abrahamic traditions can be achieved. Other than that,



understanding this subject can avoid the figure that is respectively believed by
Abrahamic traditions according to their understanding, from being insulted. YV

Islam, Christianity and Judaism have their own point of view on J Ne can
take it as a platform for religious harmony and make Jesus the Q&t of that
approach. Despite many similarities, the status of Jesus is sometmontrovermal
between Abrahamic traditions. This study will open the d@mmg points of

understanding and angles that can open the way towards harlnony especially

0
between Abrahamic traditions. ‘\d
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1.3 Research Questions l ‘\

This study attempts to answer the followm uesti : Y‘

1. What are the history a@;s Q\Je accQ{dlng Abrahamic

traditions? _\
A

2. How have the status a cqu been@derstood by Abrahamic

Q'
traditions? N\Q/
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3. Are there y |ar|t|eJ Hﬁ@s between these Abrahamic
ntha

traditions o atus»qk
1.4 Researc bje ive Q &
r and &gchlngs of Jesus according to the Abrahamic
tIOI‘lS{J anlty and Islam).

To examine the staﬁIs} and miracles of Jesus according to the Abrahamic
traditions (Judaism, Christianity and Islam).

05 3. To explore (discuss) the similarities and differences among Abrahamic

traditions on the status of Jesus



1.5 Significance of Research

The Abrahamic traditions (Islam, Christianity and Judaism) all @

Jesus. It is based on their own beliefs either from their followers or scr This
study is significant to create a better understanding of Jesus’s personality%mhavmur
as a figure in religion without prejudice from personal inte@; that cause
tension between followers.

Through understanding, escalating disputes and e tliat give rise to
intolerance can be avoided. At the same time, discrimination ¢an b moniously
overcome without animosity as reported in the wadays. F. n!tam&é? news

reported by Al-Jazeera about what happened i |n w e{/e Frensh%vresident,

Yv
Emmanuel Macron comments regard c%@ carto:& of Prophet
Muhammad but added that “radlcalw

Islamic countries (n.a. 2020. * sa S h @—\/Iuslims shock over
Prophet cartoons”. Al Jazeera ctober 53

This study is import u Ilt provides a r understanding about Jesus
according to the Abra%\ aditio {j ' ore; it is a step toward political and
national stablllty ving 'ad s liv acefully and harmoniously whilst

avoiding extrem ? :l C—)&
Re co e V) \(J

&e cope of this stud)(,:’s,, imited to the historical and religious accounts of

\Qom Abrahamic tradltlons (Judaism, Christianity and Islam) in explaining the
”%ry

, teaching and status of Jesus. Next is how the understanding of Jesus will

Qate opportunities for harmony and mutual respect between the three religions.



1.7 Research Methodology

This study is a qualitative and library research. The information related to@ this

study were collected and analysed. This research is a library resesl% rary

Research). To complement the research and obtain data and information, the

researchers have used bibliography methods: 2

i. Method of Data Collection. : l

'~
This study analyses relevant verses of the n'and Bihle tt‘&mzl‘t?l their
commentaries related to Jesus. The relevant m 'ptsq& ahamig':raditions
‘Y.
will also be referred to in order to exami achi ositi n Jesus. Other
&
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e org@éd according to a clear and detailed

c'al hiq§'yQ of Jesus, his teachings and the status of
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ii. The Method of D ysi
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For data arKNhe dafa
theme, beginniWh he bio

OIS
Jesus in Qre ctiv/ rel ns{ @_I,the data will be collected and arranged
accordi t proviﬁe ear pictre and comparison for easy understanding. The

datAted will be analysec&@' compared according to the themes.

N
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1.8 Literature Review

1.8.1 Abrahamic Traditions \? '

According to Suhaida and Khadijah (2002) in the Journal entitle %ysis of
the Concept of Abrahamic Faiths and Its Relation to Religious Plurglism”, they argue
that most scholars of comparative religion recognise Judaism, hrisUCity and Islam

as Abrahamic Traditions. This recognition is based on thYn' that these three
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consists of three elements: first, all three religions degscended fram A n; seQend,
|’ N
monotheism which is praying to one God; a ird, their fori foné‘gemitic
? 4
religion. Sharing the same acknowledgment%ra
[ Israzl?xﬂ\d Arabs. Two
A
Judaism and Christianity, and Is I ses‘n anch co’)ﬁhe descendants of the
7]
Arabs. &
S Y S
That statement is a@eed 'ly R n ( ). He explained in the book
“The Oxford Handbo% the Q c}R{&gtonS ” that the three Abrahamic
@;
traditions respec@&kno@hat God}ehose Abraham as a prophet to pass
N . . .
down divine t Ms toy his progeny irté)du for humanity to keep ongoing relations
4
with God@bg the ha?e e \s}&é belief. Based on the biblical Torah, New
Testa:ewi Qurg‘n speEtivetz-,- Abraham is depicted as a special figure that
S tr

religions have many similarities in their faiths. The cha ter'stlc classification
M e pro@ét of God,
Abraham is considered the father of thegdes ants
sons of Abraham are traced as ancesto ro comes.the descendants of
[ Q.
Y

uth of monotheis'ntand lives having a relationship with God.

rek
%Jamal Badawi (2016) has the same opinion. In the book “The Abrahamic

Qcounter: Local Initiatives, Large Implications” he states that the Quran accords

Jews and Christians a special position as People of the Book. That title is to



acknowledge that their religions are based on revealed books or scriptures. Other than
that, he quotes existing verses in the Quran that exhorts Muslims to engage in p I
dialogue with Jews and Christians: “Say: ‘O people of the Book! Come unlto tenet
which we and you hold in common: that we shall worship none but G@&Qﬂd if they

turn away, then say: “Bear witness that it is who have surrendereRourselves unto

Y'.

1.8.2 Jesus in the Islamic Perspective ‘\d
% Son

Him” (3:64).

According to Adil Nizamuddin Imran (2009) e book ‘{ChriseJesus,
of Mary: A Muslim Perspective”, he argues that in t lamic pe @ctlve is
acknowledged as a great servant of God and a rophe rt E('prophets in
Islam that were given the creed for ¢ n th 0 n|t| erefore Jesus

was sent as the final prophet in the ouse Is to [T tt_Ikworshlp of one God

A

as in Abraham’s teaching. Isla S qu espe S Jes(@more than what other

N
religions express. ‘i"/
N
- agreed

ith at st ‘%nt In the book “Jesus in The

Abd Ar Rahmanc201
uran”, he describes Jesusfand m ﬂ@wam as pious servants. God chose
Maryam from th@ ing fro@aham s descendants to give birth to a

i b
prophet. Je&% ilegedfa e phets as he was born to a virgin. Allah has
ve

chosen a d hIS other abo the women of the world.

.

t ame tlme abeel QUreshi (2016) maintains that statement. In the book

=

ng Allah, Finding Jesus: A Devout Muslim Encounters Christianity”, he argues
e Islamic perspective that miracles are unnatural events that happen in normal
Oman life given by God to His prophets as proof of God’s power and the pureness of

the prophet’s teaching. The Quran describes that Jesus spoke to the people while in his



cradle to show the power of God by defending his mother that gave birth without
marriage. T

Ibnu Katheer (2002) has the same opinion. In the book entitled ‘@'amzc
view of Jesus”, he states that Jesus was supported by other clear pro miracles
to show the truth that he is the messenger of God who preaches his\teaching among
the Bani Israel with good manners and attitude. Jesus has the capability to know what
people ate yesterday, what people store in their houses, a % tre dead back to

life. ‘\d' -

| &

1.8.3 Jesus in the Christianity Perspecti

? 4
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According to Thomas P. Rausch (2003), in th %R'Jesus?: An

Introduction to Christology”, he stateﬂx% hrls'o\ty, sus is,acknowledged as
. O

an important figure in history. Jes ar. kn y _§Everal names such as
B A
Yesu, Jehosua or Joshua beca% heglogical flrrrﬁg'@n based on the Old

Testament’s prophecy to affi s’s Davidi ess@hp He teaches Bani Israel

about the Kingdom of Ysmvatlclv in Iile@g the first century.

On the other h& 2?)@/ in the book “Who Was Jesus?:
Fingerprints of Mﬂ t” at th raculous conception of his birth to a
virgin is desc t?#] rﬁ%ﬁptures He was born from the genealogy
of DaV|d he P he th SSIah Jesus is acknowledged as an ideal man,
a goo u , a great leader ar&d_}/%'olltlcal rebel that teaches the Kingdom of God by
f |ng the commandments.\

owever, Maurice Casey (2010) in the book “Jesus of Nazareth: An

ependent Historian's Account of His Life and Teaching” contended Jesus as an

ethical teacher. He follows the teaching of the Torah and calls people toward
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repentance and to return to God. In his teaching, Jesus has summarised the Torah into
the “golden rule” that became the framework of obedience to the will of God
developing a relationship with God, his teaching convinces people {to rove

relations between human beings and how they treat each other. A

1.8.4 Jesus in the Judaism Perspective \;

According to Clyde W. Votaw (1905) in the journ “T dern Jewish View

of Jesus”, he states that Jesus was a historical perso a de ew prophetic

spirit and an insightful man who performed religi ork of lasting uen@ex'pon

humanity. He possessed extraordinary rellglous I and s‘ha d many c&.h S ideas
NV

and practices his own methods, distinct from a othe \N Jews, T his attitude

toward the law, Jesus was a faithful Jew%c nsid

O

the Mosaic statutes in their current interpretation™Jes aIgQrecognlsed as a kind
E? N
man. The kindness of Jesus in h theppeople owe%class caused him to be
N
expressed by followers as n and th ess1£$/ the saviour in Judaism.

\
Nevertheless, Jesus hit f ver claimed his FIV and messiahship. In his great

doctrine of the fatherhood Go ich=he |ﬁ entral in his teaching, he was but

l

reiterating a trut h| t Jew ere a y in full possession. No new religious

movement or or atl n w ?s'[ru by Jesus, nor did he intend any such to

result fro ork ce ?e on&vs himself a true Jew and his mission to be in
to

Judals urpose i G'UHQJYE truth and righteousness within the confines of

ex JeWISh institutions.

nquest?” also maintains that statement. In the book “Jesus in the Context of

Zev Garber (2010) in “Jesus in the Context of Judaism: Quest, Con-Quest, or
Q

Judaism”, Jesus never changes the law and teachings in Judaism. The conflict only
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happens when the followers of Jesus assume that Jesus has authority above the law.
That belief opposes the Old Testament as the source of authority in Judais
Rabbi, Jesus taught the divine authority of the Torah and the prophet(% | as
respect for its presenters and preservers. His followers acknowledgin 0 surpass
the Torah is the reason that led Jesus into conflict with the reIigiouRt.azlishment of
his day. \'

Schalom B. Chorin and Robert J. Cottrol (2012) i m "‘Brother Jesus:
The Nazarene Through Jewish Eyes”, contended tha us h thitude in

@
nts when calling &@Y to
de by‘Tf ow%‘}?esus has

erv?ell ing th@:zc.ept of Jesus
&

being divine has never existed in the waJews. o

religion. He has a tendency to insert motivating

follow the commandment. Despite the overclai

<



