CHAPTER 11

ROBERT SPENCER’S PERSPECTIVES ON THE CONCEPT O@)
WAR !

Z by 'he classical and

contemporary orientalists who lead to a critical analysis ost WP by their

purposes and interest in learning about Islam as @d before i el:h@ one.

Their study on Islam covers a wide range of diseussi fr% cal, dslamic laws,

on Prophet Muhammad PBUH and many maeéx;: fewthey areé};‘r;el Marinus

Zwemer (d. 1952), Samuel P. Hunting@)%), an ard@is (d. 2018).
Undeniably, Islamic studie ducted \eg

Ijsfs\contributed to the

N
development of this knowledg%/ever, theirzdiscu @s on Islam need to be
\Dtagl' the eal I‘@c teaching®®*. Therefore, this

examined to ensure that theyﬁ

chapter presents viewpoi Robert Bruce gpsbér; a contemporary orientalist on
4 ¢ &

with-the in\g&eﬁwent of Prophet Muhammad PBUH

in combativejith iev ond @;ﬁive of the study. As clarified in the first
¢ I C—)
chapter, thi udy limits it lf" to@pencer’s perspectives in the chapter 10:
Qv NN
Muham% egacy Main d?'alssion in his The Truth about Muhammad.
&sence, war on terro@he of the greatest political agenda and current affair

%xtinued actions and reactions. The Muslims and the concept of jihad are still

qVitkus, D. J. 1999. “Early Modern Orientalism: Representations of Islam in Sixteenth-and

Seventeenth-Century Europe”. In: Blanks D.R., Frassetto M. (eds) Western Views of Islam in Medieval
and Early Modern Europe. Palgrave Macmillan: New York.
<http://link.springer.com/10.1057/9780312299675_12>. p. 207.
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3.1 Introduction

Discussions on Islam evolved widely in the West, pi

the issues of jihad orrelati
i




viewed negatively by the international community especially in the West. A
considerable number of people, still believe that jihad is linked to terrorism initw
the Muslims. This view is very rampant, particularly by those who adheea}obert
Spencer writings in the West. *

Various writings, publications are concern about the principle ofythad both in the
positive and negative manners. The understanding and defi itmjihad has been
narrowed to the acts of war, physical fighting, military for mm’wnly perceived

as terrorism. Whereas the connotation of jihad is di and ewribed for
'Y
justify such brutal i@ns.

Ie% iolent an@ﬁgressive

' peafe ilding e@icmd conflict
resolution by Muslim scholars and p@ers in the UI@ of a systematic

peacebuilding approach like respec iversity % r

women®, Thereby, it should not be misused as a bas
However, many news media coverages

images of Islam. Consequently, these hav

i,Q hnic, tribal, national

etc.), brotherhood in humanity.mi men? and social @I%J}WHment of community
members to take action to transform th o \A

1 oséd to @truel acts of jihad such as self-
killing in public pl Q\killing i i <<Iglbelled Muslims as terrorist, or any
religious peopl ew éﬂhese actions have been recognized by a

300. Egypt: Dar al-Manarah. p. 472.

SMohammed Abu-Nimer. 2006. “Framework for Non-Violence and Peacebuilding in Islam.”
Contemporary Islam: Dynamic, Not Static. Routledge: New York. p.131; Kadayifci-Orellana S.A., Abu-
Nimer M. & Mohamed-Saleem A. 2013. “Understanding an Islamic Framework for Peacebuilding”.
Islamic Relief Worldwide. United Kingdom: Birmingham. pp. 8-9.
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3.2  Spencer’s Perspectives on Jihad in Chapter 10: Muhammad’s Legacy

It is pertinent to note that jihad concept has been contaminated with mi
practices and being distorted. For this reason, there are two points of vi@en it
comes to the people perspectives on jihad. First and foremost, the underfA@g of jihad
as it is espoused by the so-called “terrorist jihadists” and afterward by Some Westerners
like Spencer™®’. \)

The first is the perspective held by terrorists who h X:Iarr and integrated
into the various national ideologies which has been repla y a arwill jihadist
ogical#religi uslck&&ng;m.
The trans-national jihadist networks like 1S1S _Jaeda had reli{i&'in order

N

ic re@\aus tenets. In

other words, terrorism is a transnation enawenon withsi olo@elements, and as

group. They move around the world on the basis of an

to make the challenge seem ideological ar‘&@

such, it must be combated with the tools, \hsaTe i ogies elements on both

p >

the local and global stages®®®. % u
\D &
Subsequently, ISIS other tjr S oupﬁ% transformed much of their

'ovatDJok the context of Islamic jihad
i 'd pol@ influence, tried to turn into the syari’ah
¢
rulings whilﬁs@ptst conv: tHTe th} people to Islam. So that, jihad war is used

N
to Iegal% ctions ';espont&vith their economy and political interest, besides

SIS

. mlan, Tengku Erwinsyahban &Nurul Hakim. 2016. “The Concept of Jihad in Islam”. IOSR Journal
umanities and Social Science (IOSR-JHSS). Vol. 21. Issue 9. Ver. 7. p. 35.
1

&
UHébey focused solely on the textual

Svensson, I. & Nilsson, D. 2022. “Capitalizing on Cleavages: Transnational Jihadist Conflict, Local
ault Lines and Cumulative Extremism”. Tailor & Francis Online.
<https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2022.2058350>. p. 1.
169 Sayed Khatab. 2011. Understanding Islamic Fundamentalism: The Theological and Ideological Basis
of al-Qa‘ida’s Political Tactics. EQypt: The American University in Cairo Press. p. 24.
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the spirit of nationalism they possessed. Wherefore, religion is just a medium and
justification for them to legalize their movement and terror actions®’°.

While the second perspectives on jihad is from some of the Wests@ this
study, the researcher only focuses on the viewpoints from the contem rientalist
namely Robert Spencer. Reflecting upon the current terror issues e by jihadists
during their years of attacks, Spencer believes that jihad is a \$n~ ction that would

l

The mass incidents on 11 September 2001, makes, the aWn Prophet

"X
Muhammad PBUH more controversial and centre@weachi S, s'ar@ions.
Concerning on the jihadists' acts of violence Y@ /% ftermath, makes
Spencer tries to uphold the idea that the jihadi acle\of i Ience.@gc:mnected to

Islamic historical events, which are se€mas the'primary spigi

endanger human life and society.

al i@l ation for them to

combat. Furthermore, Spencer beli@)to supp\he laj '%d activities for their
Eﬁy N,

jihad movement and inspire thei tersﬂellgl and | ic historical aspects like

the Prophet Muhammad’s &e utili Thivgf:i}on perhaps incites stronger
evidences for Spencer @%ﬂy ‘(‘J his ;a's.Q'

Albeit focus n this \bh 00 Qh%/
reference in ord{&d t
published b % History o iha'd

to the s% thati any%?ople believe, a war against non-Muslims which

conQin the Prophet’s dee@ﬂd words. His statement as follows:

\‘Nor is jihad in Islamic theology primarily, or even prominently,
\ anything but warfare against unbelievers. The Qur’an contains

>

f(?} Muhammad to ISIS shows that he sustained
o

© Mohd Khairul Naim Che Nordin. 2017. “Kajian Kritis Hubungan Agama dan Pemikiran Terorisme”.
Afkar. Vol. 19. No. 2. p. 73
MSpencer, B. R. 2001. The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
United States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. pp. 185 - 191.
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numerous exhortations to fight against the infidels, as do all the

hadith collections of Muhammad’s words and deeds*"?.’

Yv

Spencer's judgement and viewpoint regarding the Islamic jihad c@o be
found in his sharing with David Wood, an active Christian apologist wﬂ!&amed live
on YouTube on April 7, 2022173, Even though he does not reject the %rd meaning of

jihad which is the strive of struggle along with the connotatio 'anr’ﬁnic verses to
strive in the way of Allah SWT. But in the same time, he al ongly I‘Flds on the ideas
that the primary meaning of jihad in Islamic theology is rfar toWe‘lievers in
order to subjugates them under the rules of Islam@ ' _\"}VC
To simply put, Spencer clearly against theyji de% I em%ﬁ?from the

Prophet Muhammad’s PBUH combative jiw cIassTie e acts.éﬁrad as acts of

terror when they cause terror to innoc@. é
Aside from that, Spencer’s vi@ jihad n\vL d@\his publications, talks
N

but also contained in his Webs%es. l\ﬂjsair inti li has compiled related
rtation

&
views on jihad in her ste <ls nﬁy Projection of Jihad in
Jihadwatch.org: ACri%lt particularl onljith)Spencerhighlightsin his website

4 ¢ &
as follows: \ ;\ é./
Here %ain. ite"the f at the Muslim killer invoked the
’ ofe

29

S

e to the Islamic doctrine that one

C }e

e’w ght against Islam, the media and
i itai e working in overdrive to exonerate
ious discussion of the elements of Islamic

S
% i 'tg\‘}ftb violence and encourage Islamic
upremacism...t’,
\A "
S
3

pencer, B. R. 2018. The History of Jihad from Muhammad to ISIS. United States: A Bombardier

oks Book. p. 11

Wood, D. 2022. This Week in Jihad! (LIVE WITH Robert Spencer, 8:00pm ET). (video).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62Jh2-Ey6eg. United States: YouTube.
174 Nusairah Ramli. 2016. Projection of Jihad in Jihadwatch.org: A Critical Study. (Master Thesis).
International Islamic University Malaysia. p. 60.
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The issues of violent extremism are reported and elucidated at many levels. In
other words, violent extremism is being investigated and under prevention b
organizations and countries includes Malaysia in various ways. This invo@ping
an eagle eye on any movements which perhaps could taking up weap incite to
violent and encourage supremacy. Due to the various conditionsjéextremism has
facilitated especially Europe as a ‘hub’ of global jihad with the largépool of potential
recruits and the freedom to operate with few restrictions'’ '

Instead of highlighting the misunderstanding of e peaple™on_j 9 t%ztloth

Muslims and non-Muslims alike, Spencer suggests a adict strategi s.IA_iﬁmp king

against the jihad ideology, Spencer suggested fi

es ecfal the %Y?Muslims

religi peace or any

is @Sﬁ nucleus of his

suggestions; to stop insisting Islam%religion\peage. @se to him by making
N,
such pronouncement it could %} imposingsthe Isla@ shari’ah rule upon the

government. Among of the ideas are to sto isting Is

declaration about the nature of Islaw first place:

| A N
countries and world especially in the rn countri :

Aside from that,q*'sed t:t W :sﬂn 'sa'ntries could provide conditional
help to governme:@agg@ ject t <Sa{chings of the jihadists, in exchange
for their renunc@ thejibadi deol@’”. In simple words, the aids were given
to such cou WJ ge ral‘l

S

the jiha% of @s I Ladgb\and alike in mosques and Islamic schools.
Y-

e notions accordin @Spencer came about in order to stop any major

Ay
oisse ject the jihadists teachings in proportion to
NN

incidents due to the jihad movements. Besides, creating Islamic school programs and,

5 Neumann, P. R. 2006. “Europe’s Jihadist Dilemma”. Survival: Global Politics and Strategy. Vol 48
2). Jduly. p. 71.

176 Spencer, B. R. 2006. The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
United States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. p. 192.

17 1bid.
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more importantly, explain why the Prophet Muhammad's PBUH injunction against war

~—

and domination is no longer relevant in both today and tomorrow's world, migl?!ia
the nation reject the harmful ideas!’®. Clearly from these suggestions, the @ihad

and the trajectory on the Prophet’s battle are opposed by Spencer and n r relevant

Iwocacy groups to

Spencer’s suggestions went on as he also calls upon M
work against the jihad ideology. This call perhaps could he e‘orce, comprehensive

to teach to people from the young age.

programs in the American mosques and schools to teac inst the eology or
"y

even confront the elements of Prophet Muhamma@‘l life that Sal @I the

jihadist violence and subversion®’®. 4 %

d
\ Y}/
To some extent, Spencer evaluates®that ,the hi stor@f the Prophet

Muhammad PBUH has been referred N ts in preaChing th@% violent Islam as

the pure Islam and calling for the (H)servanc\ngth ,t@‘l*observance involves
;eby N,
€

accepting warfare against no s in orderptos establish the hegemony of the

&
Islamic social order®, \ 1 §
This situation ga%‘icant in'the gye *ONEmbers of organization like Jihad

4 ’ &
Watch to oppose s h%f the is \lht achig&.ike jihad due to jihadists believe and

actions by carrying terver in of Istﬂé?’Moreover, it causes curiosity among the

!
¢
majority of e%@espe all R’Iuﬂ?% in the West who wants to know about the
%v NN
Prophetﬁz/ Nevgrthe } som& the Westerners consider that the teaching of
el

Pro BUH and some as e@s’of his PBUH life are problematic which breeds

f ﬁbm and violence. They think that the law of Islam and the form of jihad

N

178 |bid. pp. 192 - 193.
179 |bid. p. 193.
180 1bid. pp. 9 - 10.
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indiscriminate their notion of human right and the dignity of the person?8L. In addition,
Spencer posits that the Prophet PBUH still owns the greatest attentions from V\w

and complete observance from them in light of this horrible situations. \

with their foes. The conflict between them is essentially ideological.WaIso relates

to the power of sovereignty where the foreign occupati humiliation and the
rznt

repression at the hands of foreign regimes becomes the ererlying cause
toward violence®®?. Therefore, is the form of jihad envi by "han in line
L ]

claimed that M s_kvr'\o
i u W

i alli%" and{\yi?ary”m.
: X

sare c@ary to Islamic
Ia\/\@‘me indiscriminate

with the tenets of the Islamic faith or not? As it has

must wage war involving “killing Americans a

This encouragement and the actions ¢ i
principles and the pillars of jihad. Thei c|aaion in maki

killing of civilians clearly violates t?@ﬂsit of wa\in%h
be discussed further the princip%r infhe n ahari%
In relation to jihad }

SpT makes a ts to devote to the Islamic
whi

sources; the Qur’an, I% d Sira

practice and piety. ’ﬂ@fore,
Prophet Muharr&d BU

the followinQ' ters. ’
L

@ﬁc sources which will
S

h ﬁe@rmines as the bases of Islamic
£ &y

Spergr.’}s perspectives and its relations with

on wary.this study describes his notions further in

Qbid. p. 11.
2 Sayed Khatab. 2011. Understanding Islamic Fundamentalism: The Theological and Ideological Basis

of al-Qa‘ida’s Political Tactics. EQypt: The American University in Cairo Press. p. 21.
Dakake, D. 2007. “The Myth of a Militant Islam”. Islam, Fundamentalism, and the Betrayal of
Tradition. Joseph E. B. Lumbard (ed.). Pakistan: Suhail Academy. p. 24.
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3.2.1 Jihad War as The Key Force for The Jihadist’s Terror

The aftermath of the 9/11 tragedy gives a great impact on Western conc
on jihad. The term ‘jihad’ in Islam is a broad concept. It has numerous @nces
and notions which will be discussed later in chapter four. Besides the oncept is
rooted in the al-Qur’an and Sunnah, it is also seen in the historical’and pragmatic
experiences of Muslims. \,

Interpreting ‘jihad’ also depends on the interpreter’s X;lc' his intention to
construe its meaning. This is to say that the term jihad a goad Wi‘de of the
construed meaning that were defined by the scho On the co ar‘/, _'{-%Y;Iso

interpretable as an awful sense significantly in t of theﬂi ists Iike\aY'Zawahiri

N\

and Bin Laden, which considered jihad \w he ovly ans i@i.eving their
deolodi &
ideological goal. \ ®)
Even though in recent years, t@§ror has \Pﬂgﬂl p@‘employed from other
S
different ideologies like the far-ri orisﬂ)y n uslims; the group of people with

the most conservative politi mls IT p ticu@n the West*®4, But the dread

on terror still continue tred on some of th@luslims regardless of the fact that
4 $ &
it has been more K@/ears\i:;he ttacganpened.
As statistw that 202@‘5’% of the U.S people are still worried on

!

¢

the possibili %uret rroris tt&'ckii_(r}'%e US. While a poll in February 2022 shows
% . .

N
71% of jft onal fé still 1&1 a critical threat to the US®,

w than 200 research@e&e done to study on the trigger catalysts of terrorism

egx individuals or groups'. There are factors that ignite to the terrorist activities

Qr@oolsaet, R. Renard, T. 9 Jun 2022. “What the Zeitgeist can Tell us about the Future of Terrorism”.
nternational Centre for Counter-terrorism. <https://icct.nl/publication/zeitgeist-future-of-terrorism/>.
180, a. 2022. “Terrorism”. Gallup. <https://news.gallup.com/poll/4909/terrorism-united-states.aspx>.

%Tinnes, J. 2017. “Bibliography: Root Causes of Terrorism”. Perspectives on Terrorism. VVol. 11. (4).
<https://www.jstor.org/stable/26297900>.

60



to the worldwide as mentioned earlier in the previous chapter one. Albeit many factors

arise, however, in the humble view of this study, the researcher views that Sp
preoccupied with the religion factor due to violence and physical conqu@ened
shown to be from the Muslim religious fanatics that were attacking th

Concerning on jihad violence, Spencer observes that W “jihadist”
commanders have adopted the war in Islam as their tenet of fundamental Islamic
discourse. This tenet is used in motivating their followers t §b~|g

g'er purpose. This

includes on how they are treating the hostages. For example, the CW of the US
23

t r‘pg@‘z;s a
tro@ b

\;f
i uotedém Mus’ab al-
Zargawi that invoking the battle at the waion of the iesé?tespondingly with

the exhortations in the Qur’an chap%urah a -\’mser @nd verses 12-13.
N

Following this, Spencer thesg ve ecome-one of the main grounds

r
\
pri&g% of war as happened to the

of motivation in dealing with th osI a
phet M

Nicholas Berg. As wel invoke P Lﬁha@ad PBUH as the embodiment of
4 ’ &
the attributes they ttempti to r@rkem.
The beheading enemi eisb ﬁi‘ﬁfed grounded from the Qur’an, surah al-

!

¢

Anfal, verse 5@3, which A héaié(;%manded to the angels to behead those who

%v NN

oppose % d Hi er PRFH during the Battle of Badr. This fact incites al-
/ X

Zar his view as below: c.'}’

N

\ “Is it not time for you [Muslims] to take the path of jihad and
\ carry the sword of the Prophet of prophets? ...The Prophet, the most

merciful, ordered [his army] to strike the necks of some prisoners in

"Whitaker, B. Harding, L. 2004. “American beheaded in revenge for torture”. The Guardian.
<https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/may/12/irag.algaida>.
188 Spencer, B. R. 2001. The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant
Religion. United States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. p. 185.
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[the battle of] Badr and to kill them... And he set a good example for

US189.
This illegal act however, misrepresent the permission to act upon @wies.
Since each and every action in the battlefield must correspond for the s Ilah and

in complete compliance with the law and humanism, not to revenge, €taliation or for

any other motives. . \,

3.2.2 Jihadist’s Acts of Terror upon The Prophet mmad’s ‘Deeds
Prophet r‘m&QYETUH
am% I car(% out the
jihad war. In Spencer’s word he says, “... |S|‘W adisti ar read@;ware of the
elements of Muhammad's life that tl@se to su th@ttions. They are
invoking Muhammad in this way al the wor\\T

N
Notably, Spencer refer% al-ﬁur’ﬁ drladidi.'%md Sirah Nabawiyyah

particularly on the propheti h‘terli' ich‘@ined in this published book.
Likewise, he also certi% slami's Ourges Jre@'main sources that jihadists refer

F &
to in jihad war. \ I N %(J
Itis unex %that eferre'éﬂe jihadist acts of terror upon the Prophet
\ ¢ I Lﬂ-]
’ degds. In Iaﬁor(t_g is, he shows few evidences in showing the

Muhammad

- - \ -

Islamls%;t actighs w. ?root om the deeds and action of Prophet Muhammad
X

PBQng with the verses of ur’an.
(&30

For the most part in his book, Spencer notes th

appears to be the model followed by the majori

ong of the jihadist conduct is their faith in motivations through prayers. For

diple, Spencer has been recorded plea of Palestinian on March 23, 2003 which

189 |bid. pp. 107-108.
190] pid. p. 188.
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pleading for help to avoid the Iraqis for being Americanized. And seeking help to
protect the religion, the Qur’an, and the teaching of Prophet Muhammad PBUH. W
make their possessions a booty for the Muslims, Allah, annihilate the@thelr
weapons, Allah, make their children orphans and their women widows'. e to this,
Spencer views that when someone prayed in this way, the V|0Ient ects would be
eliminated by the Qur'an and the Prophet's message!®?.

In discussing the massacre happened, Spencer brou Y;h r instance. This

example, demonstrates how the jihadists was made awar Mttle to the
when| speaking c@ Iraq

g |t|'fp I opg?ﬁents like

e obﬁhe slims.@arded that the
hus@‘é‘ Is the standpoint

world. This notion was brought up by one of the i
warl®, It is the Battle of Tabiik where Musli
Rome Byzantines at that time. Following thi

history repeats itself again. Now, it is Wa

of the spiritual strength and |nsp|rat r Islami &s

Not only that, but also n\é

&
battle. Verse 8:60 of the Q am{dlcT atlone @ be prepared in accordance
K ‘ h

are against them whatever you

d F &
are able of powe wteedﬂo \h whic ‘b&wu may terrify the enemy of Allah and

m W@( you do not know [but] whom Allah

odefeat the America.

N,
be gained through this

ﬁ
=23
o
=
=
8
=5

>

with the cost and stren re available

your enemy a
knows. 1%, arch g of e&dt@?s army in the Tabuk shows their strong
determl tion and codr flefem!é\lam and faith despite facing many challenges. It

thu ed the Byzantines t@!’é&t and bloodless battle won%*.

led p. 186.
2 Spencer, B. R. 2001. The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.

United States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. p. 186.
193 Al-Qur’an. Al-Anfal 8:60.
194 Al-Mubarakfuriyy. 2007. Al-Raheeq al-Makhtum. Qatar: Idarah al-Syuan al-Islamiyyah. pp. 429-439.
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This historical battle, therefore, reminds the contemporary jihadists to strengthen
themselves upon the strong and facilitated opponents. However, through the b?m
Tabtik which also known as Ghazwah al- ‘Usrah means the hard war that @ce in
the month of Rajab, in the 9™ year of Migration, shows more than th&t~®hrough the
battle of Tabuk, Muslims could gain lesson of how strong the faith tWAllah SWT
and the Prophet PBUH. The faith that kept Muslims to stayed w

ith*Prophet PBUH to

fight and preserved the religion and Islamic nation. With esitrting, they were

willing to donate all their belongings to aid the Islamic a .\d

2 23
This is the sweetness of iman experienced t@uslims M fé]al_f’r}z; (d.
1964 AD), added the halawah al-Iman, the sw ffit\lfc e gajg?a through
the qualities they have despite challenges &t' forthe sa Allah and to
win His favour!®, As the Prophet PBL@ays, th

with the three qualities, 1) who ma ah and

ness@'i‘aith IS possessing

4

tl gj@\her than anything else,

N,
2) who loves a person only foréb’s sake and 3) w&é@tes to revert to disbelief

as he hates to be thrown intg_the IIfiT .
ins

S

Next evidence q pence '\'I\)S @ources of faith of jihadists is the
&

4
missi ﬁ.ﬁbr them to fight just like Rasulullah

selective verses KQur’ﬁ%
did. Jihadists re{ to o 'fam %erses to fight which is verse 9:5 in the

¢

chapter aI-Tfl%“Hit ein eI!’ Wt@}(ra/er you find them”. The so-called "Verse of
€

NN
Sword" % ur’an; allov& jihadists like the Iraqis to use it as justification

for war against the U i@“States. The Iraqis believe the “religious principle is

t% annot live with infidels” has explained and strengthen the reason for them to

SAl-Siba'c, Mustafa. 2004. The Life of Prophet Muhammad PBUH: Highlights and Lessons. Nasiruddin
al-Khattab (trans.). Riyadh: International Islamic Publishing House. p. 118.
1% Al-Bukhariyy, Muhammad ibn Ismail. n.d. Sakih Bukhariyy. (Internet) Kitab al- Iman. Bab Halawah
al-Iman. #16. <https://shamela.ws/book/735/38#p1>.
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fight against the American troops!®’. Relying to this verse perhaps strengthen their
spiritual motivation to fight during the invasion of Iraq in 2003. YV

This self-defence action, however, have misused the permission to fi@ause
it has been revealed that it is permissible to fight, out of a feeling of h surah al-
Bagarah, verse 2:190, the second decreed rule regarding fighting that'were revealed in

Madinah makes clear exactly how this permission should be u d}\,
hc c

Allah SWT has ordained in verse 2:190 that “fight i azfe against those
who fight you, but do not commit aggressions... ", Thi seisfap t Muslims
"X

should only combat foes who oppose Islam, threa@ and securi o[h&é}ent of
harming Muslim without aggression actions. YY:@ se % us@z; to fight

back those who fought Rasulullah PBUH aﬁdt\hg ushﬂns insthe firs@;{e. With this
revelation, al-Dahhak says has abrogway agreem f p@ﬁ treaty and term

have been made between the idolatﬁgjd the Pr@ U ﬁ\
r’% 2

Next, Spencer quoted a cause by extremi t happened on May 29,

\M &
2004, which was done in accord hi et uha@’s PBUH wishes for Arabia.
It is “to purge the Ara sula," ucﬁl‘qltow'@'will of our Prophet Muhammad,
&

of the infidels and olythei.it
to comb the sitesloo for'i
¢

many Christj %d polythei
& v

N

A\ S

cer, B. R. 2001. The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
d States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. p. 186.

|-Raziyy, Muhammad bin Umar. Tafsir al-Kabir Aw Mafatihu al-Ghaib. Juz. 5. Lubnan: Dar al-Fikr.
137.
° Al-Qur’an. Al-Bagarah 2:190.
200 Al-Dahhak, Ibn Muzahim. 1999. Tafsir al- Dahhak. Juz 1. Kaherah: Dar al-Salam. p. 399.
21gpencer, B. R. 2001. The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
United States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. p. 188.

re killing/in Afghanistan and Iraq...We began

o thar(&-;%ﬁe day, we purged Muhammad’s land of
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Spencer cited the militarism terror that happened in Khobar, Saudi Arabia which
had killed 22 foreign workers including, 10-year-old children®®2, This massaw
been carried out in a discriminatory spree, which killing non-Muslims @ving
Muslims alone. Besides, they initially plan to blow up a car in a suic&wbing but
refrained to do so due to the weak resistance they encountered. Y'

The ongoing injustices give rise to legitimate protests and hatred. But there is no

place in Islam that justifies the killing or injuring civilians, petrrting any excess

actions as a result of hatred even the hatred is based on legitimatejgri 203
@

The above actions not only distorted the %@f jihad b is[e@rxing
several statements and deeds of the Prophet ad{ en a@-' does the
maltreatment towards innocent civilians in&nwxﬂus s and,@r;‘d:en who are
non-combatant. Non-Muslims were n %oy Allah to @attled because of

their unbelief. The Almighty allows@as to surV|\DscE$us I;Q WT does not want to

N,

exterminate His creatures. Hm%vhen't’here aomggs'?on, though, they can be
M

fought?®*. Same goes to Muslim holh w @ssion, they can be punished

based on the provided %tllah f‘g justice. ( 0'

’ &

Apart from t Spen@e the&u'eration of the Prophet Muhammad

PBUH is one ofithe réason 'he jihadist’s acts. He certifies that the excessive
¢

devotion so§&)he usli t&/a@(ﬁe Messenger of Allah grassroot from the

"
tations :ped ir@ Quran to obey and imitate him PBUH.

O
S

25lidul Hamid Bakier. 2006. “Lessons from Al-Qaeda’s Attack on the Khobar Compound”. Jamestown

ndation. Vol. 4. (16). <https://jamestown.org/program/lessons-from-Al-Qaedas-attack-on-the-
obar-compound/>.
3 Reza Shah Kazemi. “Recollecting The Spirit of Jihad”. Islam Fundamentalism and the Betrayal of
Tradition. Pakistan: Suhail Academy. p. 131.
204p]-Qaradhawiyy, Yusuf. 2009. Figh al-Jihad: Dirasah Mugaranah li Ahkamihi wa Falsafatihi fi Daw"
al-Qur’an wa al-Sunnah. Kaherah: Maktabah Wahbah. p. 9.
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Spencer confines the excessive expression in praise and expressing the love and
longing toward the Prophet PBUH, particularly pronounced among the myw
inclined 2%. He even quoted the saying of Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Gh@zaliyy, that
the key to happiness is by following the sunnah and imitating the Propf%UH in all
aspects of life ranging from the Muslims’ daily task like eating, talkmg, sleeping and
others?®, He also quotes from Mansir al-Hallaj?%’ (d. 922) to suppert his views. He
quoted that says Allah “has not created anything that is dea afvProphet Muhammad

PBUH and his family”?%. \d

true love j sllmﬁe‘ act

iti% odest\ygt fervent
nicaﬂ'n t racti@:gevotion and

defending Muslim’s identity. Thereby,@) the Mes ero h PBUH became

a moral and spiritual value shared bﬁﬂjfluslims,\d\IQa sgﬁhadists alike. Muslims
N
are embraced by the Qur’an ro ﬂet Muhamm BUH with a feeling of

oneness and unity?°, \

Typically, every t Iamistliha
4 $ &
or her beliefs thritanic: .gs'imposing Islamic ideology through
physical intimiw d coerCi ' uché'(duct has been done to retaliate against
¢
people who '%ct the Mes g!'r owﬁ?ah PBUH without adhering to the guidelines

%qj@

Even so, every religion indeed nourish love. A
of glorifying and respecting Allah's Messenge

dedication by a pure heart?®®, Not meant to

205 Spen .R. 2001. The Truth ab uhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
Unit : Regnery Publishing, h&})p. 184-185.

20 p. 185.

2 i al*Mughith al-Husayn ibn Mansir al-Hallaj, an Iranian and poet. He had been arrested due to the

on that he had claimed to be divine through the statement “Ana al-Haqq (I am the Truth). He in

theecstasy moment as he used the extravagance words in describing the ultimate reality.
tps://www.britannica.com/biography/al-Hallaj>.
208 Spencer, B. R. 2001. The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
nited States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. p. 185.

29Arnold, T & Guillaume, A. 1931. The Legacy of Islam. London: Oxford University Press p. 218.
20Chandra Muzaffar. 2011. Exploring Religion in Our Time. Pulau Pinang: Penerbit Universiti Sains
Malaysia. p. 54.
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of Islam. The prophet’s jihad is utilized and applied with the desire to uphold Islam.
Furthermore, inside the jihadists mind, imitating the prophetic methodolog
essential components in the system of ideas and motivations which constr».(%hf the
jihadists standards of behaviour?!.

With the believes emulating the Prophets” PBUH practice Wutes to the
reason for violent attacks. Spencer offers Muslims to do rethinking™s the example of
Prophet still normative to follow to these days? Because kc:r,,the ideology of
jihad and the elements of Prophet’s PBUH put the worl ass rg\d
nfrontithe c#sl@}&zirst
% d fo@slims to

emulating the Prophet PBUH in a new way ithdraw the p osition@a the example

Therefore, he proposed few suggestions in orde

place. This is the pivotal suggestions made b

(7]

of Prophet PBUH is normative and sp ooaexample mar@ﬁ

This is necessary actions to t@gsto acco\fQYpe }e@vorldmde concerning
that the violence of Islamist jih% som%how otlvat@nd related to the aspects

of the Prophet's life that h enc partl Iy on the preoccupation of

Prophet PBUH in the r% d the" #tﬁe%@ard during his PBUH lifetime?!2,
he P

In the other s, the Sll t PBUH should be pulled out from

the daily ba31s u 'ilt he EEju"é'ves Islam could maintain its peace from

the teachin t ncit terro arﬁ tEJs affect the world’s peace. Otherwise, the

bloods erpetrated’in_ t Pame o&lam will continue for the cause of imitating the

PrO@UHZH. \/
N S
QEI Badawy, E., Comerford, M. & Welby, P. 2015. Inside the Jihadi Mind: Understanding Ideology
and Propaganda. London Tony Blair Faith Foundation. p. 33.
229pencer, B. R. 2001. The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.

United States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. pp. 177 & 191.
213 |bid. p. 176
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However, the ideas to prevent the violence by pulled out the example or sunnah
of the Prophet PBUH from Muslims is not a good idea. To thwart the acts of v?ﬂ!e

cannot solely contained the religious teaching itself as many other factor@g the

violent actions. *

3.2.3 Spencer’s Perspectives on the Involvement of Prophit ammad PBUH

l

Next, regarding on the life of the Prophet Muha PB Han a main

on Jihad War

"X
attention in the West, specifically on the involvem f the Prop PB@n the

combative jihad and his treatment toward peopl allxn\Jn ms.,li?~ Spencer,
T

he confesses in this book that says ‘his Mu% is n@{ altogether @bnal . In other

words, this human being who possess mlities tha nar)@(“man being cannot

embody existed and garnered attent%oecia@\g%\%ll Tkever, the image of the

Prophet Muhammad PBUH in%ﬂcer”si eye 's«not(lQ \than a historical figure

who continues inspiring hi \Uhroll \Mh BUH deeds and words?'4.
Spencer admits t@%emelts desc

fbedb/ the Companions concerning on

-

s

g %
Prophet Muhammad®*s,PBUH @y are g.)r' or example, that the Prophet PBUH
!

is neither rough{ h, evilcfg’evil to people?®. Along with the loyalty
¢

he PBUH re g@re comes fr ﬁe @/ haracteristics he PBUH has; a characteristic
\
e%

with gr%

ever, Spencer ad(@t‘nat the beauty and the charm of the Prophet
@nad’s PBUH life could not be preserved longer in the Islamic tradition. One of
d easons he claims is due to the multifaceted attitude the Prophet PBUH has. In

214 |bid, p. 194.
215 |bid, p. 183.

al magnetism and-eharm among his followers.
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Spencer’s word, he says that ‘the Muhammad who emerges from Islamic tradition was,
like all men, multifaceted. He was many things to many people at many dvm
times. 26 Therefore, the charm he PBUH has was typically kept f(r%hevers
exclusively and exhibited ambiguity towards unbelievers. A

For instance, Spencer posits that based on the declaration made by Rasulullah
PBUH that emphasized those who rejected his prophethood woul rn in hell. This
declaration takes place due to the refusal of Jews to accep %

hethood along with

the punishment they will received?'’. Besides that, he qu eé\qudhe Qur’an

firm of heart against the unbelievers, com

% mse@ 218 This
ys: ‘@g;er of a Jew

passed before the Messenger of Alla %e membe his (ﬁly) were wailing
over him. Upon this he said: You %ailing, %is punished”**°. These
arguments are takes into accou unfairly p Judlcth t Spencer thinks existed
in Islam. \ I %\

s P

While concernin eProphet’s PB H'in@ement on the jihad war, Spencer
4 b 4 &
M nt v&,vadical actions toward non-Muslims,

insists that the OK of jiha'i
were coming fr&th insta e Pr Muhammad PBUH. Clearly, he thinks

¢ J (,ﬂ
inci er{tc@}a le Jews and Christians, along with jihadist

N
copying% attitud yld later eliminate the validity of Judaism and Christianity

perspective is also developed from the hadith,of

that the Pro %UH'

%,

Zéa'd. p. 184.
bid. p. 184.
28 Al-Qur’an. Al-Fath, 48:29.

PMuslim bin al-Hajjaj. 1334. Sahih Muslim. Kitab al-Janaiz. Juz’ 3. p. 41. #968.
<https://shamela.ws/book/711/2524#p1>.

220 gpencer, B. R. 2001. The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
United States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. p. 180.
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The Prophet’s image become exacerbated following the Spencer’s conviction to
the Prophet PBUH. He believes that the attitudes of the Prophet not only restrict?ﬂm
being kind and gentle only. On the contrary, he claims that the attitude o@phet
of who joyed in the assassinations of his enemies that he PBUH himséﬂ&ered were
hidden by the Islamic apologists who quote the instances of the PropWUHZZl.

like the battle of Khaybar and Badr along with the violent ies '1 exhortation to

Correspondingly, the involvement of the Prophet PBUH iMattles and raids
e

fight Jews and Christians becomes the references jihadi ts\edgdGenerally
L ]

ehaviaur. n'th&@v\:vith
, QQ uces\tjzat radical

e eﬁe\me of his@iz;H teachings
especially in waging war as their mowawd spiritu th. @reas, for Spencer

his PBUH teachings and actions arﬁ%npleasa\m%nt tp\e ulate?22,
N,
According to Spencer, t% giv the Prophet PBUH is

&
believe as the occasion f hrop’ s@me from the past years of
W

frustration, resentme tred t
4
T

ard tHe @ple who had rejected him??3,
Throughout the ye wence\lz;a? at thﬁdphet’s PBUH treatments against the
Jews and Chriséﬁ ma 'ami v%ﬂd persisted with the unease situations.

speaking, the jihadists were inciting and maintainin
the violence sides from the Prophet Muhamm

jihadist would still commit violence in emﬂg@

F &

Moreover, wi open conte tén r?é?red toward the Jews and Christians?** could
NN
later precipitaterin thwarte idem&?’ tolerance among religious adherent.

Yv
.@artheless, even thoug{:gwé deeds of Prophet Muhammad PBUH were adduce

s%&hostility toward the unbelievers, Spencer believes it still bearing in Muslim’s

L Ibid. p. 184.
222 |pid. p. 184.
223 pid. p. 105.
224 |id. p. 182.
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mind to continue regard the Prophet Muhammad PBUH as “an excellent example of
conduct. Eventually with this regard, it would continue in moving Muslims to V’m
acts of violence?%, (‘}

In relation to this, the sharp demarcation between Islam and other ﬁ;vonstantly
pulls Muslims in a different direction and incites Muslims to convineé and subjugate
them into Islam. Persisting in the same vein, he adds that the tolerance in Islam could
be a myth if the Prophet’s hatred toward Christians and Je ys ought Muslims
in a different direction. In his words, he says that “the of Isl mWnce could

have gained such currency in the teeth of Muham@en conite ar‘d @d for
- »,226

Jews and Christians... \)

g@zger religious

ce IS necessity in

Chiefly, from this situation, arise the

adherent which could incite dlsagreen‘\a

avoiding future conflict.
Moreover, the demarcatu%/een %/Iush syand r faith also due to the

e

contradiction in the Qur'ani pe , 2.

been quoted by the Zokes nin hel to emphasize the commonality
4 ¢ &

between Islam and e two A} \-h‘m fan%(d?hey disclosed that people who have

faith from the A&@m i ul

a&é&"nter paradise.
2 Canally Lpally Todia 2pilTs Taty 2,0 ]

d
2

believed in Allah and the Last Day and did righteousness - will have

% Indeed, those who believed and those who were Jews or Christians or
Q Sabaeans (before Prophet Muhammad) - those (among them) who

225 | bid. p. 194.
226 Spencer, B. R. 2001. The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
United States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. p. 182.
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their reward with their Lord, and no fear will there be concerning them,

nor will they grieve??’.

In the other hand, Spencer questioned the other verse which is ir(%hr al-

Ma’idah, 5: 51, that command to not befriend with Jews and Christiar%is words,

he says, “is the Qur’an from modern notions of tolerance and peaceful€oexistence that

it even warns Muslims not to befriend Jews and Christians a awincluding those
who “feel themselves subdues” and are the paying jizya’ z '
However, this acknowledgement of tolerance a om nwween the
L ]

Y-v
Abrahamic faith with the verse al-Bagarah, 2:62 ha e amiss. u&e ﬁig\/erse
described the conditions of the adherents of w eIi% alo@ﬁ)bey His
teaching includes believe on the Prophet MW d, thelas ssengé\:z/ﬁl have their

reward. \% 6

In justifying the views on P@hs Muha \E\WB Pohaviour and actions
N
toward non-Muslims, Spencer %ers tcg1 the ather m&@le Qur’anic verses that

support the imbalance treatments elvl ims% on-Muslims. This perhaps

become the basis of ive t}ﬂ}t{)w@ non-Muslims which jihadists

explicitly linking Ko the PIO \ﬁs\examg.@ne of them as follows:
a) ProphetdMuh 'his @Vges to Jews and Christians who have
rejec %h and His k£ st{/l s%r‘?ger.

N
‘gn vemé?s:lz-l&: Allah did a foretime take a covenant

m the Children of Israel!.. But because of their breach of their covenant, We
7Gd)

\ursed them, made their hearts grow hard; they change the words from their

QE (right) places and forget a good part of the message that was sent them... From

227 Al-Qur’an. Al-Bagarah, 2:62.
228 |pid. pp. 177-178.
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those, too, who call themselves Christians, We did take a covenant, but they
forgot a good part of the message that was sent them: so, we estrange?m,
with enmity and hatred between the one and the other, to the day o@nent.

=N

Besides that, Spencer also examines that the Qur’an had freque¥ repeated the

characteristic of Jews and Christians as the implacable belief aqudoers. For this
ist

reason, Spencer cited one of the Qur’anic verses that rega 1ars and Jews as

disobedient. Stated in the verse 110 chapter al- ‘7mran, he Spetted n.t\he-\4g (;.ég /Tj

{ | &
555407 which means “but most of them are defiantly disoBedient’?. %Bﬁlersely,

compared to Muslims who believe of @an })s tI’L£2. e cited this
\% 9t

comparison in the same chapter (chapter al% ‘Imsan) _b\aQ‘le religion in the

sight of Allah is Islam?%°, Cf) o >y 0}&

Reflecting upon these va‘gpen(g%g; t?]i&ﬂ(%—Qur’ﬁnic teaching implies

Jews and Christians as oWue to thei l|tr$i1®ected His last Messenger and
NI

Allah’s command to acce am?. T on 4;&; Qur’an warns not to befriend with

O

the Jews and Chr@ho s@)pos@am and the Prophet. Thus, permission
was given to Mto age upo \.
Wit@olve yf heﬁﬁhet in battle which regards teach the jihad
rst&u

4
violen % his un di.n\,mpon few verses of al-Qur’an, makes Spencer

conq'n\ue nspire his foIIowerch;?j readers to keeps questioning the notions of tolerance

Q=

A%Aceful coexistence that were resound in Islam beneath the jihadist violent actions.

QAI—Qur’z‘m. Al- ‘Imran 3:110.

230 Spencer, B. R. 2001. The Truth about Muhammad: Founder of the World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
United States: Regnery Publishing, Inc. p. 177.
221 |pid, p. 178.
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3.2  Conclusion

In the chapter 10: Muhammad s legacy, Spencer has stated few perspectwm
jihad which are proven from the actions of the jihadists. This chapter is |(g}atlon
with the second objective to portray Spencer’s perspectives. For hian war that
happened in this 21 century and worsened on the collapse of the Wi rade Center
twin tower in the New York City significantly is influenced fr%th. lamic teaching.

For this, the researcher further describes his notions heythinks motivated the

idea of social justice and tolerance m. T A

\
Above all, these perspeci%i theinsu of th the acts of terror could

despond other Muslim’s fa‘%an] at d romlnent Muslim’s scholars
says about jihad? Are % oug bi/

relationship betwee MUSlIT \d‘ﬂo Mu ’7 These questions will be delineated

in the next cha r \
J_l c,)(.z
V) &

ents cer true? Does jihad violate the
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