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CHAPTER 2 V:
HISTORY AND ROLE OF THE JOHOR STATE F T\/WMMITTEE IN

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE ISLAMIC RE FQ?AT

E OF
JOHOR ¢
NS
b 4 \,‘Z”

2.0 INTRODUCTION i T
The management and issuance S i :11 state of Johor is under the

jurisdiction of the Johor Mufti Department: acw i edi@:ided by the Johor

State Fatwa Committee as a bod aas fal%i d t@%ide and issue official

7

Mo ,2038(
N >
(
The institutionhfti I %j;g é}i}sted since the time of the Malay

Sultanate of Joh %In i’e ad nistragQ of Modern Johor, Sahibus Samahah
N

Mufti has beem important Hﬂicmg%ial as an Islamic Religious Advisor and
Palace O@e DYMM Sultan
:
administratien of the G ernﬁe@he earliest that has been recorded as a witness to
C.)

thw gation of the Con&hution of the Johor Government on 24 Rabiul Awal

%lij rah equivalent to 14 September 1895. (http://mufti.johor.gov.my)

S

N

fatwas in the state of Johor ( e

hor. The involvement of the Mufti in the
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This chapter will discuss the History of Johor Islamic Religious
Administration, the role of the Johor State Mufti's office as well as the hlsxgthe

establishment of Johor State Fatwa Committee Members who take re ﬁn aty and

decided through muzakarah and special meetings held. Y.

2.1 HISTORY OF THE ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS AD W« ION OF THE

STATE OF JOHOR
\.d, T

Clause 57 of the Johor Government Con on 1895 Ms !ré_g:sﬁam IS
the state religion. In the Administration of the I|g|o am Enac nt 1978 in
the state of Johor has also clearly pro@ Se '00\1 the*é}h\abllshment of
Religious Councils. \ Y O

AN
&
E [} °)
(1) There shall be est a Joho Isla&%ﬁellglous Council referred

to in English as the "C ncme e,glon l @Ohore" and hereinafter referred
to as the "Majlis" which sha remainsh a{/

& &
2 Tf{%s S allph? }%ealéwﬂ may sue and be sued in its name and,

subject to @ct ent, may contr nd acquire, purchase, take, hold and have any
kind Ie and i ovgble\, pioperty and may transfer, assign, reassign, transfer
(.)

orQK e dispose of or ma}‘a ny dealings in respect of any movable or immovable

y or any interest thereon vested in the Majlis in accordance with Hukum
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The Islamic administration in the state of Johor is organized syst% Iy
with the structure of the Johor Islamic Religious Council. This body co Stga ulama
and state Islamic religious administrators who are given the ma assist the

rge‘jhe Islamic

Sultan of Johor to administer and provide advice and views

religious administration system strong. The Religious ourWas proclaimed on

March 1, 1925 with the appointment of eight membe e Religi s Council who
were called the Members of the Syura Council (Fadi maruza 201&)3'
e

Y-—
the otpr Religious

nt k as ‘Order of

In an effort to streamline the admini t ive s

Council, the Johor Religious Office ha ed

Conducting the Religious Council C%ce

November 1933. This document mat SO @ng duties for each party
‘% N
in launching the Religious Co n eN A%
&

( ] (
Chairman of the Religiou pvdgf Is the members to a meeting, while
the secretary is r. mle @g a I@ of notification to all members. Also

N
mentioned ar, ot erethin J,ha the method to bring the motion to be
debated, t er of y ﬁ'ﬂ to enable the conference to be held and the
conditi %holdlng a pec{aI coﬁ‘férence when there is a very important and orderly

m r in the discussion. Thes\matters are clearly stated to help the administration of

S

igious Council run smoothly.
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The establishment of the Johor Islamic Religious Council is also in line with

)-

the Order of the Majlis Raja, Majlis Istana and Agama Bahagian 11 in cla{ (5
Chairman of the Religious Department has stated that the existence of‘the aligious

Council before 1947 and the Religious Council is responsible for thi bout issues

related to Islam and the Muslim community. In 1947, Chairmah{t? Johor Islamic

'Wuncil to be more
efficient in line with the demands of the increasingl leX needs of the Muslim
community. The Islamic religious administration ofgthe state of JoMe\mng
support of three administrative divisions, nanf& R(}Iigj:)aﬂ@?t, the

Mufti's Office and the Kadi Besar's Office. q \

Religious Department detailed the functions of the Reli

The Johor State Mufti's OfficeWwis Nr? nt_\ anization in the
administration of the Johor Isldmi ali%&a meéﬁrhe Mufti's office is
responsible for answering the& of Islami

as faith, worship, m"ma?, m ﬁné’rébét
exaa' i

9 Q—
aw b <K%uing the fatwa that covers

knowledge as well as bé inted as kadi and so on. Fatwa is

ing p@
important part u@gul@olve @33 or problems involving the Muslim
B
community (F% maruzaman, m_\(,e}

L N
’ <>
imstitution of the mL@SWas an important part of the administration of the

-Ise
Joh&go rnment since early 20th century. This institution also plays an important

g}

‘% the administration of the Johor government in terms of religious affairs,

In€luding involving the economic and social space. Those who have been appointed is
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Dato 'Syed Salim Abdullah al-Attas (1873-1899), Dato' Abdullah Musa (1899-1907),
Syed 'Abd Qadir Muhsin al-Attas (1909-1933) and Syed Alwi Tahir &i ad

(1933- 1941) (Noorilham Ismail, 2021). )

The Muslim community of Johor is very lucky because the,state’administration

m ready to answer
various questions regarding Islamic jurisdictions. J

I in’Krta?to avoid
misunderstandings on the interpretation and application of Islamic is tH’at\d?fT be

provides a Mufti's Office that is always open and the loyal

harmful to life and the most worrying is that it aIIengf't faith of L@_ uslim

community. Therefore, the main goal of the W M 0 ensure-the correct

implementation of the issues in the Musl@‘n

a community that is truly obedient and understands t

Kamaruzaman, 2016). ) o >y 0}
% e

7
,ﬁj Q\f"
2.2 HISTORY OF EH%AB';?AINS FATWA COMMITTEE

MEMBERS
N | SN %(J
&
The eﬁmhme of the Sﬂnr &gfé Fatwa Committee began on 31 January

1979, afte or Islamic'Religi dministration Enactment came into force in
4
1978. At eginning*of i(s establishment, the Johor State Fatwa Committee was

N
o~

knw Lujnah Fatwa Johor when Dato 'Syed Alwi Bin Abdullah al-Haddad held

Ni

c
>

ition of mufti.
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Before the State Islamic Religious Administration Enactment was enacted, the

[72]

mufti was an individual who had full authority to decide and issue all fatwaN( ion
according to his assessment based on his knowledge and experience ﬁ@ being

referred to a specific committee. This can be seen through the coll f fatwas of
the Johor Government Mufti, Dato 'Syed Alwi Bin Tahir al-Haddad which have been
recorded by the Johor Mufti Department as a referenceto WIS in the state of

Johor. '

L 2 \Y'
- - B
This collection of fatwas contains the re of fatvx‘/.as ecided b)éZ~ Johor

mufti at that time individually. Then, after the eactme Wasq\ roduget(rn\’ 1978 and

subsequently created the Lujnah Fatwa, @/ eg leci dec&e by the Lujnah

Fatwa alone was considered an official fatwa.

S

Therefore, the above iSien clea

S ti&ﬁ@he mufti no longer has the
absolute freedom and full pqer'to is*e a
ronl

a§3 it is only in the nature of the
mufti's personal answe i

S
& Q &
The e@ent f dhis i;imfmga‘lso shows that the official fatwa is only a
fatwa issuQ&e Johar State alﬁéﬁmmittee. This official fatwa is the guide and
4
refe he &[ate

refe uslims i 0f Johor and is binding if it is gazetted.

C.}’
N
N

The main purpose of establishing the Johor State Fatwa Committee as an

Oicial body with full authority in investigating and issuing fatwa decisions is to
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strengthen and strengthen the arguments and propositions to decide the fatwa law for
any question that occurs based on the knowledge and experience of each xtee

member with their respective areas of expertise.

Therefore, through the establishment of this Fatwa W;ee the fatwa

decided is more in the nature of resolving problems that,oc Wu gh the different

experiences, views and knowledge possessed by eac ber w they have the

same role and right to make suggestions or views on@n issue raised.

b 4 \‘)Z”
In the book ‘History of the Develo \QQ r Islamie” Religious
Administration’ it is stated that there are aln 1‘& of t fti institution.

8*'9
>

(@) Issuing fatwas and ans relw S q s(i}was on Islamic law in

&
the Malay state are a need\ shm%ira &&/the Malay community in
NS

particular from time toq. , | 0,
,uu) '3
\ &

(J

(b) To gn@ to ‘ parties on ers relating to Islamic religious affairs

and law as a |d Jfollo % ct he Mufti will answer questions posed by

the genera to e sed as @ guideiin facing a challenging life.

.

. ; \»
\c Collect and researchfatwas, opinions and views of scholars that have been

A%m and outside the country as a guide and reference. This shows that there are

Ony problems that require a fatwa.
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(d) Implement sessions for the expansion, dissemination and underw of
Islam through dakwah, tarbiah, ta'lim by holding seminars, symposiumsjconferences,

workshops and talks as well as through the presentation of papers. Y.

Q)

(e) Disseminating Islamic da'wah through publica 'onYﬁUblishing scholarly

printed materials such as Al-lrsyad Magazine, issuin ic Cale Jrs, prayer times

and imsakiah schedules. E

(9) Provide understandin ata toﬁs ie a
‘%E ia .

Qibla, prayer time, determinalﬁg\

the Islami th and sol Ipses.
e Islamic month and selar unar eclips l 0’
v

Through @tio@wa in e is very important and becomes the
N
highest sourc@h&erer’e 'uv}eS@i'g!s is in a state.
2.3% D ME EI(SHIR"DF JOHOR STATE FATWA COMMITTEE
B

M% S
‘é According to the Johor State Islamic Religious Administration Enactment, the

Ombership of the Johor State Fatwa Committee shall not exceed ten members where
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apart from the mufti and deputy mufti, other committee members are self -appointed
by the Johor State Islamic Religious Council as the executive body with fu tgrlty

to appoint members Johor State Fatwa Committee in 3 years.

Looking at the membership of the Johor State Fatwa C@szmce it was

established until today, the committee members are appointed among those who

les can be
N &1 9

itteeé wh C

have expertise in the field of Islamic studies, especiall
evidenced through the membership of the Fatwa, Com
academics, government officials and |nd|V|dua th bacl:'qr unds in @leld of

syariah.

N
o
The following are the Members of oho ;Lt twa Qo mittee for the

year 2022 to 2024. \

Position
1 Yang Berhormat Dato’w 4 Mufti
2 Yang BerhormatsDat i Deputy Mufti
3 YB Dato’ Mohc% i e Member
4 Sahibul Fadhilah Tua \ Member
5 Sahibul F ah Tuan ‘H%Ii&b()ﬁ'Sono Al-Hafiz Member
6 S dhi?hgj Aﬁn Rosman Member
7 Fadhilah Prof Mﬂa Dr Hussin bin Salamon Member
8 Sahibul Fadhilah Tuan..I:ajl Ramly bin Jusoh Member
Sahibul Fadhilah Tuan Haji Yazid bin Bahrin Member
Sahibul Fadhilah Tuan Haji Bahrin bin Jalal Secretary
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(¢]

The list of fatwa committee members above is a combination of thOMY:f
in the academic such as from Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (U'I@ Kolej
Pengajian Islam Johor (MARSAH). Upon appointment of Rector o SAH in the
fatwa council, thus MARSAH were given a task to investigatetand study the rise of

indie novel that would have a potential to cause misunder: anw Islamic teaching

among the list on the novel ‘Profesor’ wrote by Faisal I. .'\d
@

:ﬁv‘"

Therefore, the selection of the MAR researc‘.h om ittee‘ég be the

El'\ are oq\'n{ion of the

MABE H also plays a

secretariat for the review and research of the nRel 'Pr

state executive body which is very im@b’ens

role in conducting studies and research o atte%

zakat, and so on. % ) & >y

Ao

N
2.4 FATWA REGARDIN PUFLI ll@: PROHIBITED BOOKS
v
ns

The bann@hbli alio cludi@ook in state of Johor is not under the
NN
purview of JQMuft' Office. J'ghor fti Office only responsible on religious

s&r% law, economics,
A

e of Johor only. Maskiah Masrom (2016)

affairs anQo’a matters
4
explai almost a incﬁe v@k’s were found to belong to unwanted publication
C.)
u\i'c

reSN,Ra ording to the Publication Guidelines under the Printing Presses and

N

tions Act 1984 (Act 301) related to publication results.
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The Ministry of Home Affairs is given the responsibility to coordinate,

~—+

manage, issue decisions on books that are banned for sale and distribution w ou
the country. Based on the Publication Guidelines under the PrintinaPre s and

Publications Act 1984 (Act 301) there are several things that are ta account in

any publication of books regarding the results of unwanted publi

(a) Harmful or likely to be prejudicial to publi
(b) Harmful or likely to be detrimental to % \';(‘L}Y'
(c) Harmful or likely to be detrimental to 2 J Y:\
(d) May shock the public Y' g %’
(e) Contrary to or may be contrar@aw 0\ 3
S

(f) Harmful or likely to be detrimental to the pu ter

A

(g9) Harmful or likely to bé%}ent&l%’at on@terest

“« Q-
&
. S
For this reason, any religious author ln@ the office of the State Mufti
rocea

did not involve in the p of ba{ oﬁe(\{-}qr/ in the 73rd Special Meeting of the
Johor State Fatw@tte ‘\Io. 2(2021 @ and 12 April 2021 also discusses the

B
publication ocm that wiola iﬁe tdelines issued by the Ministry of Home
Affairs. 6- ? §J

4
b \3.
\ ough the Special M\ee'ting, it was found that apart from the book written by

D

-

>

%Tehrani, there are four other books that contradict the understanding of the

Oiefs of Ahli Sunnah Wal Jamaah. The book is prohibited and not allowed to be
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distributed, sold, stored, published and reprinted in any form in the state of Johor
The four books are, ‘Tatacara Solat Rasulullah SAW Ber n Mazhab
As-Syafii’ by Syihabuddin Ahmad, ‘dkidah Ahli Sunnah Wa al&dam berdasarkan

Manhaj Asyairah’ written by Prof. Dr. Basri bin Ibrahim Al-H Al-Azhari, ‘Ambil

Darul Takzim.

Tahu Tentang Umrah : Panduan Lengkap Menuru by I\loha d Abdul

ifi SGjinah
O

NNy

Through the decision of the Johor fat ;\t ook eentitled ‘Tatacara

Kadir bin Sahak and ‘Amalan-Amalan Sunnah Rasélullah Seharian’ y'S

Sarnap.

Solat Rasulullah SAW Berpandukar%habw b)L\ habuddin Ahmad

confuses and deceives the reader.%is)’ b%:a%c ntq@’oes not match the title
theyc

“« Q-
of the book and even some \

N
procedure in Mazhab fie? a schogl tha slhe followed by Muslims in the
has

D

onten agalgﬁand contrary to the prayer
state of Johor which en setd gB ment. Apart from that, the book
‘Amalan-Amalan @Ra u‘ulla ehari y Siti Sujinah Sarnap uses reference

N
sources takenco}hwluh mad a'gilu I-Bani and rejects the concept of Bidaah
Hasanah. Q.Irom that, t ok
it

aying an ecﬁn@? using tasbih and so on. Through an offense seen

Cts practices in prayer such as wiping the face

"%

istributed, purchased and used in all places in the state of Johor.

after sala
b QQKJO r State Fatwa Committee, on 15 September 2021 the book was barred from

S
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2.5 CONCLUSION \z

The role given to the Johor State Fatwa Committee Membersgi focused on
problems and issues related to the law alone. The Fatwa Committeg also takes into
account the need for maslahah and mafsadah in each at\Wision decided by

looking at the issue and taking views from academics resea h' receive reports

and any form of matter deemed appropriate to be discussed in the Jo r'StétC;)@'twa
Committee Meeting. 2 Y:\
YW

o
Therefore, the role of identifying @Jm t n)c aro he community

is not focused on issues raised in tm of\wz ne _b\ matters related to
lam S,

elements that deviate and contra th eaﬂf s ofills d on Ahli Sunnah Wal
q Q—
Eboo <<./

Jamaabh, including the publicam ks. X
S

X N
This revelation prov: tham els the potential to damage the minds

of teenagers or a@o still do hav iIrm understanding of their beliefs and

N
the develome%good’n@lyﬁs ab%fbr the sake of national security.

- "

N



