CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION (;
1.1 Introduction ?

Drug abuse is a major threat to safety, health, peage; harmony, economy,

manpower and will affect the leadership in the future of the ‘nati Acc')rding to reports

issued by World Drug Report 2021, United Nations ice Wnd Crime

]
(UNODOC) estimates an increase of 11.0 per cent@buse, he h's T\Q}S;e IS
in line with the increase in world population esti n % y a&%@ million
people (National Anti-Drugs Agency, 202 vﬁ %T
Meanwhile, according to statisr\med by ion@ﬁﬂti-Drug Agency
(NADA), the increase in the percenr@gsf addictﬁ\;a&/

gvery year came from the

N
group most of the youth. T%isk roup must(:t/g)given attention by the
government so that the couniE?}Ds no outjof hum{}resources in the future. They
t J

are the country's assets o be given 2 role 'k:me country's administration to not
4 ¢ &
\hﬁh Ir fugj

engage in immoral aétivities an
Accordin@or 'epor{'j%él, United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UN Sﬂ)s a su‘lt pf'ed@ s, drug abuse in Malaysia is estimated to
S

N
W per gent, im'line with the projected increase in population in Malaysia

increasedy,
in ational Anti-Drug @Acy (NADA) has very clearly set a five-year goal,
@Controlled Drugs', in 2025. The projections show that in 2025, the threshold
alwe of drug addicts among 100,000 Malaysians will be 737 people. The estimated

dalue of this figure, the National Anti-Drug Agency (NADA), targets this number to be



controlled to less than or equal to 400 people only in line with the range accepted at the

international level, which is between 400 to 1,000 per 100,000 people. Yv

Theft problems that occur in the mosque and surau are synonymous with those

1.2 Background of Study

involved with drug addiction. According to reports from the |Wr|an newspaper
dated January 14, 2022, in connection with the 19-year- k:ge' case, who was
arrested by the mosque for stealing the mosque fund. being i ted by the
police, this teenager has been involved with drug addi over the p ye]ar % was

confirmed by Sungai Buloh District Police uperl At Sh@‘ﬁon Abu

Y.
Bakar. (Harian, 2022). V 0\ é\
When this problem occurs, it \/\ED a negati rce@‘n among mosque

committee members of drug addlct hough %dr '%habllltatlon programs
involving the mosque, it is no to pﬁnetr e 23:. in walls among mosque
committee members agaln d| iS\is bec % most of these programs are

rpr |'n lemented, for example, is the

one-off, not continuo%

Community Setia Wunlty'
%

Development

gﬁyd by the Department of Islamic

Religious D nt W WI : e&lab I Anti-Drugs Agency (NADA), the Federal

Drug Associatien (Era Pthe F&daﬂon Ihtimam Malaysia (YIM).
@ rehabilitation requ@:hz; cooperation of all parties, not just the responsible
a such as NADA. Therefore, mosques, as important members of the community,
Q need to play their part in helping rehabilitate the children involved in drug
ddiction. Hence, how does the mosque's role function if the views and perceptions of

the mosque towards drug addicts are still high borders? Mosques need to return to their



role and diversity of functions that have been undeniable since the beginning of Islam
(Aishah et al., 2011). Imams need to require additional mental health care anwlsul

service skill in order to play a potentially critical role in enhancing servic X)Ihty

As we know, the Department of Islamic Developme i;&a JAKIM), as the

for Muslim communities (Ali et al., 2005).
1.3 Problem of Statement

main leader, manages Islamic affairs in the country, s, indir cthsmle for
mosques in Malaysia and plays a role in addressi IS issug th gli Fe}glous
approach. In the states that receive shared servi as"K um@f Penang,

re appointed

’%q

Melaka, and Negeri Sembilan, most of the qu mamT

un
officers from the Department of Islam& pment ia (@1 M).
According to statistics from Nauo%u%)r ,{)\gency (NADA), the

N

percentage of Malay Musllms d mlélr |oq§? 78.3% (74,768 people)

N
compared to other races, ch W1t ri vem?&( is still high drug addiction

which will ruin their% National A i‘;ﬂ)r@Agency, 2020). Therefore, the
L.

mosque should pla role b% coll tive programs with government and
private agenciesyto help chi in t?‘@élnlty of the mosque who are struggling
with drug ad S@ Inte —agen c&)pbg't?on programs should be further strengthened,

such as an Seti niti @K) program (Pengarah & Sosial, 1967), which
Yw
be ore but held regu@“ to achieve the big goal.

e sed on the National Drug Policy (DDN) 2017 states three main concepts,
ly

multidisciplinary, comprehensive, and diverse, updated from DDN 1996
ational Anti-Drugs Agency Malaysia, 2019). This policy is very comprehensive and

structured to prevent, treat, and rehabilitate, law enforcement and reduce drug addiction



problems. All parties must become this policy as a basis of reference and guidance in

dealing with the drug problem in the country. The main goal of the National Dru&ﬂvy

is to create a nation and Malaysians free from the threat of drug symptoms e%he the

well-being of society and maintain national stability and resilience. ional Anti-

Drugs Agency Malaysia, 2019). It can be achieved through the core of the national drug

policy: prevention education, treatment and rehabilitati%\e.“rcement, harm
l

Studies prove that Islamic psychospiritual approac ree echan return

reduction, and international cooperation

"X
them to fitrah naturally (Wazir et al., 2020). Tahar 004) also gﬁst@at an

Islamic spiritual approach be used in drug preventi ra egi&s. I eca@?me sees a

Iong,-éﬁgn. fortress of

prevention. It was also supported b S (2015) an, @‘f‘ul (2015), Sabir,

Fadzli (2014), and Shafie (2006), v@.‘ssisted t\spigtu

N
be an effective alternative in d h drﬂgs. q Q(?
In Islam, the mosque i ﬁcet ﬁfejrto aﬁhing problems had happened
in the Muslim commx@i, to we'thﬁ of the mosque to implement
hel

F 4 s &)
recovery programs ﬁ\study ih 6.0)

i rmed in Islam could

view and understand the Imam’s

<

on irttéﬁéla Lumpur. This study is to understand

perception and w\
¢
and explore wst's rce ©f drug’addiction in terms of attitude, behaviour or
N
action a%tay offd icts.é\

o



1.4 The Purpose of the Study
1. To identify an Imam's perception of drug addiction among their communitY’

2. Tounderstand factors that contribute to the formation of the Imam's att(%\ward

drug addicts. A

3. To explore the experience of Imam handling drug addicts at%their respective

mosques. \,
1.5 Research Questions \d
T

3. What experiences can Imam share in

mMosques? \:>
1.6 Definition of Key Term é
1. Definition of perceptio ¥
According to Ox%;ionary,lv
’ 4

aware of somethin l&ugh the's €Sy

all those processes by

ccorgyo Joseph Reitz, “Perception includes

in ual receives information about his

!

¢

environmen %‘9, hearin ee‘ng(_tja ting and smelling.” According to B. V. H.
N

Gilmer,% tionJis_t ‘proces? of becoming aware of situations, of adding

meq&l associations to se s{%’cﬁns.” Uday Pareek said perception can be defined as

E? ess of receiving, selecting, organizing, interpreting, checking, and reacting to

ry stimuli or data.” According to S. P. Robbins, perception can be defined as “the

Q’
rocess by which individuals organize and interpret their sensory impressions in order

to give meaning to their environments.” Perception is the process of recognizing,



organizing, and interpreting sensory information. It deals with the human senses and

generates signals from the environment through the five sense organs: sight, Iw

touch, smell, and taste (Gellatly, 1999). (’}
2. Definition of Drug Addiction Q

By the definition of WHO (World Health Organization), a detig is a chemical

substance of natural, synthetic, and semi-synthetic orig ed lfor therapeutic,

diagnostic, and palliative use or for modifying ph ogic Whological
]

| | | . g
functions of man and animal. Meanwhile, the w addiction” 0‘1-@ atin
addicere) is a term that has been used since th en ury’t min@a state of
Ilyqa‘r c ulsiu@.g;ddiction is
manifested by a high motivation to us& spite 0 tive@%omes. Substance
abuse and drug addiction are t@ characteri % ,@tense and, at times,

N
uncontrollable drug cravings, %th c&npul ve dr eking and use that take

place at the expense of most other'activiti€s a persi@ﬁ in the face of devastating

consequences (NIDA, %j% 1

Drug addic;@eflnefz 4 onic,% psing disease that results from the

prolonged effec&f gs o 'n. D@%{ddiction is a serious public health crisis

that aﬁect@very ph:;%ﬂ:omgn‘anity in one way or another, and this, in turn,
I

. N . .
can IeadQ)/ dishia Y sevené\crlmes, degraded social status and most possibly
physi nd mental health d@dration. Drug addiction is defined as a behavioural

p associated with the abuse of psychoactive substances, which have damaging

6 ts on the body and cause subjective problems (NIDA, 2020).



3. Mosque leaders (Imams)

Generally, in the Muslim community, there has a religious leader in everyv'ur
called that is koryah. They are known as the ‘imam’ who primarily leads co@tonal
prayers in the mosque setting (Zeidan, n.d.). Besides that, imams als taken on
additional roles within the Muslim community, including pastoral aW/isory roles,
conducting marriage ceremonies, teaching Islamic studies to_chil , and arranging
study circles for men and women. Indeed, they are ofte mﬂ Fs spiritual role
models that can lead by example, play an important role tiycomm na\*s{c@g-making

and act as the gatekeepers for many social and cultura s. Assuch, i adws @ have

the ability to positively facilitate local health pr ' cmpﬁi d tt@y reduce
existing health inequalities within this pop% u\ g

In Malaysia, Imam refers to individualsappointe eIig@ uthorities under
their respective states. However, the@salso @%gﬁi I '\ppointed by the Public
Service Commission of Malay are statio tJ@JC’M and JAIN for the state
of shared services, such as_Wila h uttan, {Q}Plnang, Melaka, Sabah dan

Sarawak. These states with n King, ‘t‘He h@j of religion for these states is the

Yang DiPertuan tthe e, Ya\ﬁ})/iPertuan Agong will continue to be
the head of h I|g| I rasé‘ﬁarllmen Malaysia, n.d.). Usually, those
officers ap p i y th state vé’rnraj are placed at JAIN and mosques under the
state go t Accordi }o a sm&? the role of Imams from an Islamic perspective

IS n@ to lead the obhgat@ayers in the mosque, but they have a responsibility

t% urrounding community, for example, being educators and models to the

Q unity, especially to adolescents and youth (Mustafa et al., 2017). Therefore,
habilitating the parishioners who are involved with drug addiction as well is the

responsibility of the Imam.



1.7 Limitations of the Study

The finding and results in this research will be applicable to only Imamw
Federal Territory Islamic Religious Department (JAWI), not to all ot@ious
agencies in Malaysia. The limitation in this discussion research is onl ms in the
mosques which are supervised and monitored under Federal Territorch Religious

ONMAIWP). This

Department (JAWI) and Federal Territory Islamic Religious

study will be looking at which areas and factors build the
addiction, and to find the result on this study, an intervi

focuses only on the perception of Imams on dru iction fin s'oi@tude,

behaviour, the lifestyle of the drug addict. Y.

1.8 Summary \)
This chapter is an introducti@ﬁaptertokn? ,Q}cussion study on the
\
background, problem statem% i

earch stion, the operational

&
s@ary. The further chapter will

ﬂ)on@t for this study's objective.

definitions of terms and li

tionsof r o
discuss and focus on Ii% eview"Iat i %
QI ¢



