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CHAPTER 1 Y'
BACKGROUND RESEA |
NY. o

| &
1.0 INTRODUCTION é 2 Bjy e
eciall

Indie books have emerged in the book Riting ?m\g i

ywound 2010
which has seen its acceptance among y@‘ple 'Wlin

technology. The extraordinary response n to.the

rise to a variety of great discussi olaﬂca%y
‘2 q I

ith evelopment of
g of this genre has given
bog];th&e identity of the book.
q

Its emergence has succeeded‘h\e' ling in reading among the community,

. NS . .
especially the young. OVW some see i e§hce of this book will have a
iety (Muhamad

i ‘@yi, etal., 2018).
SHE
In ger‘%\e conhcept 0 p}ﬁli iRg these indie or alternative books has been
introduced@wng abh haye.no name in the world of homeland literature.
Howe w are sJa'i 0 ﬁave\, cheded in offering freshness and variety to the
wo% riting and book Iove}‘?in Malaysia.

negative impact on so
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According to Rafidah Eksan (2016) who is a writer of Dewan Sastera says that
It?

indie literature in Malaysia is a work written by a relatively new youn \ for
creative publishing. Among the hypotheses surrounding indie lite ins “an
alternative space for publishing casual writing that is not bow strict and

restrictive publishing rules or censorship.” \,

\Y

The word indie comes from the English wor, ich”is an‘abbreviation of

independent which means free, independent and n;ﬂdepen ention o ' W‘g'é'the

definition of indie in terminology, it has never submi;te by jany 'Phority in

Malaysia clearly and in detail. This is because the word«indie IS a ne \)m that has

never been known before by the local c% ity.

understood as a stream or culture that des freedom

=

indie, can generally be

an_;&?ackles of authority
A

as well as the mainstream (majori%f W%’) Or@g&, 2012). This desire for
feay to

)
freedom is usually closely N& the™phil oph@\fluence of a stream or
N

ideology that has succeﬁfuR?aped t’elr t l'n%@'roduce an action.

4 2
N NQalley
In this tiN ar@ activ@ carried out by supporters of the indie
B
stream such Mh u%ﬁafurt&-ﬁvriting (books and web portal), painting,

games, m so on. However, ost prominent type of indie in Malaysia and
’
even We world*is bgse,d\/ErT music and literature, the majority of which is

% <
sum{te by the younger g%’eration. This is due to the nature of young people

Ives who prefer freedom, so of course the presence of indie is highly

oicipated and welcomed by them. However, one thing that needs to be emphasized
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is that if these indie activities are not controlled or supervised effectively, especially in
terms of content, it is feared that indie will be infiltrated by elements of Ilbe@t
is, by looking at freedom of thought and freedom of speech through w ﬁg‘mat also
fight for freedom rights that go beyond the limits. The freedom to |Ygt Islam and

the stagnation of the Muslim community in achieving the mod racticed by

the West need to be re -examined (Zarkasyi, 2009). Y‘
The publication of an indie books can conslder 'aTte{@Tlve
publication, an independent media publlcatlon ed to arly imier or rnment

publication but shall be guided by establlshed ideli ot i c |stent with

government policy, syariah and pubhcaﬂ@ 0\ <<

§ )

Mainstream published bo d e weJ_‘I})known authors or well-
)
known publishers, yet differ N ie publi S. T oductlon of indie books is
ve

dominated by individu n' bac rl un mvolvement with the field of
literature and book publlshl e 3{ en this group enters the publishing

world, they bec er rga ers, rs graphic designers of books and

/-\

publish thelr ok In the ?1/ ee.)(-tﬁey can market the book in a short time

W|thout th fany artys T eyqér( themselves readers without feeling awkward
'
e

and e I ndly This' means, if{they succeed in influencing a community such as

\,

h ut communlty, then the}r work will get response from that community group.

—+

‘% there are some indie writers who have their own publishing companies also

S
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help other fellow writers by accepting their works to be published by their companies

K
0

Indie books also do not have to go through a very stric censorship

(Muhamad Faisal Ashaari, et al., 2018).

system by the authorities. Indie writers are free to create and are,not constrained and

bound by rules that stifle their ideas and creativity. This asWd in a wide open

u oritj{l’?efore, the

spirit of this new media has also spurred the development of thelindi e' re’r@m’mg

b,
from the development of the virtual world which% co? nication tér}fers and
i A

t at any- works are

i t go

through the

space for freedom of speech without obstruction fro

loosens control from the authorities. The ve
published without following a certain s@\ﬁb’bec

screening or censorship of the authoritiex

1.2 PROBLEM STATEMEI\ ¥ .. SS-
X |3 $
(a N
According to Jube (2008) KJ&@ Indie was first known in the field

of music in the 1&1 | eI applied to @fields, including film, sports, games,
N
clothing indu M lifestyle. ié rrmgeﬁ based on anything they have, with the

slogan doQﬁself (DIY);/ rather creating a work, promoting the work, and

4
sellin Meir own. By itfindéﬁéndent nature, Indie is seen as the opposite of the

B

mwa monopoly (Muhanﬁd Faisal Ashaari, et al., 2018).

N

=



The term ‘Indie’ can be understood as a stream or culture that wants freedom
from any shackles of authority and the mainstream (Muhammad Rashidi &Q ur
Hidayah, 2016). Similarly, a report from JAIS (Selangor Isla 'c(ﬁigious
Department) mentions the existence of several Indie Novel containing destructive
perverse thinking and identified as being out of the teachingshef i Sunnah wal
Jamaah (Muhammad Rashidi & Siti Nur Hidayah 2016). \Wlndle Novel have
found a place in the hearts of young people, especiall 0Se w ant eedom to
think and act without any restrictions (Zarina & Zaiten 200

c.}
Y.

N gres |v?-end radical

cissi excessive self-

a@ashidi & Siti Nur

The way this Indie Book is presented rebe

which has elements of pornography, Ilb@/agn

love), destroying religious, moral and culttwal v es( m
Hidayah 2016). \&
o ,
N
&
e

Each writer ha W lsage l to convey to the reader. The
delivery of this message caDoe dan Ifzﬂj(/through the images depicted in his
works to have ect the of the reader. Its implications and

influence on , e eed tosbe t Splse y, especially on teenagers.

NN
k :p), S
T h this, it“can be\fﬁiﬂerstood that readers will receive good printed
C.)

m%s, if it brings good to\Frem. In other words, if the material received is bad, of

a great effect will be obtained on those who make the print media, especially

Obks, as a medium to receive da'wah to themselves. It is the responsibility of
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religious agencies to play a big role in conveying the message to the public either in

the form of organizing religious programs or disseminating Islamic unw ing
through the reading of religious books and so on. 5 )

A.Hasjmy (1994) said that da‘wah activities are reﬁ{d,; a complete

curriculum and description. It is an invitational activity p fom oral, written and

behavioral forms that are done consciously and pl to “infl e'wce hers (Nor

Raudah Hj Siren, 2013). According to Ab Aziz Mohd &in (2001), the content &f dafWwah

| &
is very broad because it covers the whole of Isla hich tger are ario@hrts and

lity-akh i), o
{\T

&

hr nCPs one of the most

angles whether related to faith (agzdah), syariah Qd mor

According to Fauzi Hassan et al. (2019), _Fai

popular local authors in Iiterat:é:)asg uced»2 n@ with his own unique

o
style and authorship as well importaace Jof qLLaﬁty in his novels. There are

important thoughts and,sim oug&’s be le cus in his novels. Therefore,

4,

these thoughts become id Iogi% S and build individualism in the

authorship of Fai@ni t@ is exgg}sed continuously in his novels.
N
e Y
\ ’ ? (.)
Fa@hrani is one jof the ry's most active and talented writers because
’
% W

he hasisucegéeded in p g&,&'ﬁty works. The issues he often brings up in his
<

an ude domestic, for?‘gn and world problems, as well as including his

tion towards political issues which allows Faisal Tehrani to discuss various

Ojor issues and problems that often plague the world (Ummi Ammar, 2004).
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He is increasingly showing maturity in his work by changing theﬂ ts,
themes, problems and storytelling techniques in his novels. The so 'aq%blems
expressed are related to moral, ethical and personality problems in-seciety regardless

of age, race, gender, position and religion. (Fauzi Hassan et al., %

Through the publication of a book written by@rar@ay 2015,
the Ministry of Home Affairs decided to ban foug of his books it'ea‘clgwala
(2008), Ingin Jadi Nasrallah (2010), Tiga Kali S@ (2(‘).10 an Sebo;&?~ h Batu

di Kuala Berang (2011). Faisal Tehrani then chgenge N on th fgr\u)r books on

or fo his books.

O

29 June 2015 and asked for a review of t entd

o

According to a Malaysia%’ naspﬂo rep n Iy%y 6, 2017, based on the
“« Q-
was e baseﬁén Subsection 7 (1) of the

federal government gazette, \

\
Printing Presses and P "W Act/198 le cation may be detrimental to
e mi

public order, shock th s of_the io'eﬁ},may be detrimental to the public

nterest /\\ Q

N
1 O
(q ‘YPe .9
Ou@s matter, Johor Staté~Fatwa Committee which convened for the 313"
’ 4
tim@mozo on*17 gabi\u,EVvaI 1442 Hijrah equivalent to 3 November 2020
re

C.)
ha% to appoint the J?hor College of Islamic Studies (MARSAH) as the

&

er and researcher of the book entitled ‘Profesor’ written by Faisal Tehrani.

Orofesor’ novels belong to a group of indie novels. The selection of this novel as
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research compared to novels that were once banned by the Ministry of Home Affairs
is due to significant confusion through the content of this book compared twke jous

books because it uses the title 'Professor' to attract readers. Therefore, ts resegarchers

agreed to choose this novel for discussion. Y.

In this novel, the problem of inverse relationships haWsed as the subject

is incestuous relationships between women and wo known a! ‘leshian’. This
act is done by all walks of life regardless of race, eligion, educational e\kl\meer
and in the city or in the countryside. This soci@m}s on d'tgg;z:]h the
character of a woman who is highly educated, r a care%amely the
character of Prof. Suliza. The character ado i i e gﬁ:ving an affair
with several women, namely Hashimah an O

According to Ali & Mo provide a vast space of
freedom of speech withgut b fes. Indie books also don’t need to
go through the system very_strict end of \ﬁgjks by the authorities. Indie writers

are free to work a@ot Astrai das as bound by the regulations stifle their

ideas and crﬁiv It fis dhro }'th novel ‘Profesor’ is placed under this

category. Q’
’

T
"i/\y/c\
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1.3 RESEARCH QUESTION AND OBJECTIVE \z
Research Question and Objective from this research will provi rer picture

with respect to the issues to be researched by the researcher. Iﬁ@ the questions

and objectives for this research. Y"

1.3.1 Research Question

1. What is the role of the Johor State Fatwa Committee in
the book? 4
b 4

2. Why does the Johor State Fatwa iommi }ra(
ban indie book? (,}/

3. How did the Johor smm Go\
ban the Professor’%%)y Ra% i’ C—}
d
N

1.3.2 Research,Objegtiv
. ’ N
This research, aim; \o' s é},
1. To id@! ro@!ohor @e Fatwa Committee in deciding to ban
A
\ ) O
thefboo ¢ 2 (,)

2. ersta Th?J or State Fatwa Committee takes action in addressing

fv’s
indie book. X
S’
\. To analyze T% Johor State Fatwa Committee implemented the

decision to ban the Professor’s novel by Faisal Tehrani.

>
3
3
)
>
—+
—+
=
@
(o
@
o,
K,
o
S
—
o
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1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH \z
The researcher choose Faisal Tehrani's novel as the study ngecause he
saw the influence that exists on the individual beside he also hw t influence in

indie novel publishing in Malaysia because indie blw contains urban,

contemporary, abusive language, thriller, forbidde . pawr?(having a

background in Islamic studies, Faisal often appt?n ward reci 'e't in d;k?rary

ceremonies and is appointed as a panel of ju in the Selan Lit@ Prize

P 4
\HN s fig regplays a very

on iq{h production of

(Hadiah Sastera Selangor). With this recognitiod sh
important role to become a reference to @Ig

books and novels in this country. As such, co&g i

(@]

@D

—t

dy_‘RQ/ides a benchmark

to indie publications publishe(@a c@h t &similar characteristics
“« Q-
and roles in this field. \ A%
Y. ' N

through, revigw and research’so Q’%t to be disseminated to the public with respect to
2

n published in English, however the study will focus

ussion through Malay books only. This study will also look at the content of



the Profesor's novel which is seen to be in conflict with the agidah Ahli Sunnah Wal

Ay
Ng

Apart from that, the selection of MARSAH as a researcher for thi y is due to

Jamaah in terms of aqgidah, syariah and akhlak (morality).

two committee member from the Johor State Fatwa Comr% re MARSAH

lecturers in addition to the expertise that exists in th MWH Research and
Publication Management Centre in the field of Malay,lLiterat ich will certainly
facilitate the Johor State Fatwa to receive reports with comple Wankgrfe’ct\l’iguIts
from the findings and studies carried out. é ' _{’)
S
>

1.6 LITERATURE REVIEW %

The researcher has made a studsteve@ V‘V_QQQS and studies that

are considered related to the resegea' st%dy%
tu

“« Q-
Malaysia"”. Among the writinN dy indh elsgﬁ@s follows:

X |7

An article entitled pora{ rﬁéfenomena Buku Indie di Malaysia”

written by Muha@sh@ and @\mr Hidayah Kusnin published by the
g
Selangor Islaﬂmigi useDe rs;r' L§JMarch 2016 and then “Fenomena Buku

en
Indie di Iv%v published i Zgi&éummary made is an indie book that has the
’ 4
te

potent:' | mage the ggit)@'fhe teachings of Islam whether from the aspect of
(.)
faith, sharia and morality. N

a

N

"I@\Iovel Phenomenon in
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In addition, Muhammad Faisal Ashaari, Mohd Firdaus Hamzah, Lily Yaakub

and Rosmawati Mohamad Rasit (2018) conducted a study "The Attractioﬁ.{ die

Books Among Young Readers in Malaysia". Indie books are considereﬂo hae their

own uniqueness and appeal compared to other mainstream books uniqueness

makes it a major attraction to its fans from among Generation ZW tween 1994 to

2010 (11 years to 27 years). Y‘
In the similar study, they are using survey design thro ' S
questionnaires as data collection on 100 universi dents in lain @g\field of

Islamic studies, pure science studies and sociaEcienc \ﬂ)&g foungvtr\af there are
. titles, boak Covers, content

five factors that attract them to buy and @5 ieb
n leedia. Fixi Books

pu@ndie book publishers.

e

processing, messages and graphics %}Q as w
Publisher and Dubook Press are%’ teaas A?‘%p
admit

9 Q—
Nearly half of the responde\ itted g e&&’ience reading indie genre
N
books for more than tw yem% ot#/ho h?dSejéreading for more than 5 years.
Most of them have read baveenl\&) ne'la?goks. In addition, 16% admitted to
having attended ;@ rel@die p ing.
B
N, ) O
= 0 B L
Ne%d Khairul Ad a%l&frence Gilliam Kayad, Muhammad Zaid Daud
’

(2018 W a study ntiJed{/'SWlistic Analysis Through the Use of Language in
5

Inw ary Novel: The Wa’k of Azwar Kamaruzaman™ entitled Nasi Kangkang

‘%ﬁ on the use of personal language style of the novelist who uses a lot slang,
Orthern dialects and fond of using hyperbolic and simile language styles. From a
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religious point of view, the author has used Arabic such as the terms husnuzon,

ikhtilat, usrah and so on to be adopted by the character of Badrina. Therefﬁ‘zthe

novel Nasi Kangkang, the image of a Muslim woman, the head of tm(n'aayah 0
ustazah in a college and a scholar about religion is created. Y'

Muhammad Atiullah Othman, Nadarajan Tham 8@' Noranizahhafizah

Boyman (2018) in a study entitled "Elements in Indi ks: AWd Theory

Study on Sultan Idris Educations University’s ﬁg’a ate Stud. s" fﬁu@That
=)

=

indie books contain key elements that attract a cents namely freedo '\realistic

4

\re~Q,L mgdz})nist writing
e boak™is presented is

and relaxed. This main element is actually borni the

and the desire to stand out called exist@%. T

cultural values. Y\. ¥ “é‘?f\—
[73) S

o
Nurain bte Khoo Kian Hua @ ‘t‘clﬁjg Cheang (2019) in "The research
Structuralists A@ter@ sele based on the novel Nazi Goreng,

N
Perempuan P, MM ayu, su ?&d up)(rl'fe style of writing literary indie rebellious

nature, a Q‘e unusual literary stream bound with the ethics of writing and
4
publis @e openne of‘Cvrit\e,E*m producing indie literature caused them to start
C.)

wrﬂgl a way that did nothde behind language toys or use symbolism. Anything

N

(<5}

mes out of their minds is so tangible and firm to express.
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Nor Hashimah Ismail and Melor Fauzita Md Yusoff (2016) in "Indie Books:
The Revolution of New Generation Writers" look at the goals and objectiv@e
writing produced as well as new writing techniques or trends now. N found
that the issues or plots of novel Kelabu consisted of advice, travel n jary entries,
rebellion, sarcasm, jokes, swearing, and resistance. The novel bqgi also found

to highlight the question of identity crisis that occurs in ad Iesw?

Meanwhile, Mohd Syuhaidi Abu Bakar ang, Nor Syafizza 'ad'tg’}zmizi
(2019) in “The Use and Acceptance of Slang L ge in I‘rgdi Noyel in@hlaysia 7

\&01 ging{@/study has

ithingthe” production of

said that majority of informants does not see % use
eventually contributed to the works of @w 0
creative works in Malaysia. Indie novhks aw%
not tied to the structure of nove%it'&; a b%yn fa \l}e storytelling plots of
“« Q-
writing in the form of advic& notes, “diar entr@@ebellious, sarcastic, jokes,
. : : ; NI :
swearing, opposing anE omre written |lhobr%ﬁy hindrance. This makes the

language also affect the writing of% els.

epﬂ t because they are

Anoth arch artic fl/ri by Mohd Syuhaidi Abu Bakar and

NorsyahirQah @ Muhamm 3&5 entitled "Level of Motivation and Response
’
1B

of Mature'Readers to F (f)k ,P\,Eb'ﬁcations" also made research through the analysis

of Ppositive perceptions of Fix%ook readers and they have a good motivation high to

‘@e reading the publisher's published copy. In a study conducted on 129

N
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respondents selected using purposive sampling, the data found that the phenomenon of

In addition, in a study Mohd. Hisham Mohd. Kama 7) entitled
“Protecting the Purity of Muslims’ Belief and Deeds: The Role @nd llenges of the

dﬁsﬂs the role of the

sli sl belief and the

rightfulness of their deeds in this challenging era of @lobalization. Thigyr eTsQ@Sely
| S

indie novel work is a positive thing today.

Institution of Mufti in the Era of Globalization”, auth

institution of mufti in Malaysia in ensuring the sancti

related to the function of mufti in issuing fatwa.
s \,‘Z’
The role of the Department of I% ev Wﬂ alaysid (JAKIM) was

discussed in a journal published in Z(H%itledg ipﬂ Control of Islamic

Print Media by the Departme of)slaip%yl pm@é»\\/lalaysia (Jakim): A
“« Q-
articl

Preliminary Observation." Thi icle aim scuss.the screening and control of

: . : V. N :
print media Islamic elements performed lJA&I& JAKIM through the Media
ing

Control Section, Plann d Resedr |V£'E¢j/takes responsibility for reviewing,

filtering, analyzir@ntr Ilingt mate@
B
N e
( ¢ 2 C,)
M@e, in| the/ b Oké\ ompilation of Legal Views, Muzakarah
4

Jawat %Fatwa jlis%(e{’ﬁ'gsaan Bagi Hal Ehwal Agama Islam Malaysia’
pu% in 2015, explained\ctaat Dr. Rashad Khalifah (1985) and Buku Aurad

‘@nmadiah (1986) were stopped from disseminating because they contained

N
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teachings and beliefs that were contrary to Islamic law and misled the Muslim

¥
g

Not significantly in any article written by the author foc aspects of

community.

religion, values, morals, beliefs, syariah and morals that are impegtant,elements in this

study except "Preliminary Report on the Phenomenon o InRBﬁoks in Malaysia"

written by Muhammad Rashidi Wahab and Siti Nur Hi sn@?herefcre,

the researcher will examine from the aspect of the of dialogue in e' of)‘gﬂat IS
the discussion in this study that will affect the rez@rds}n e navels. Y:\
Y' Y4
\ S.
1.6 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY %V W <'§
Patton (1980) stated that thereere three t \\o\fvnt view techniques, namely

S
formal interview, informal intervi nd Gben i view;éantana and Frey (1994)

&

terviews, namely structured

7

Merriem (1998) also stated that there ] ypes

interviews, semi - stru%‘erv W

ie
4 ¢ &
NS 3
In this study{ iews e nducc@mith the Johor State Mufti, Dato "Yahya
!
bin Ahmad a%mbe (;?
S

JJhoC te Fatwa Committee who are involved in
reviewi%ksearghi g ,conte@of Profesor Faisal Tehrani's novel.

N &

Nview method was used to obtain primary data and information. Formal and
structured interviews and interviews conducted with experts in the field of literature
di

Il be obtained through this method. In addition, the field interview approach is a
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practical qualitative method of finding out how individuals think. According to Che

Su Mustaffa (2019), field interviews are a qualitative research method thatﬁe{ tly

takes the form of conversation or discourse with the aim of obtainiﬁ par}ipants

’point of view. As such, field interviews are something more in -dep%t facts.

Q)

iw form of a library
study that involves reading and collecting materials "I

t the.tl\e?he study.
The ‘Profesor’ novels were studied using closed reading techniques, eontent aQ?lysis
7

| &
and identifying conflicting aspects in matters relateeto faith, ;y ah and m@ity.
This research also uses several m@‘r ;\)d undgg;

obtaining the required data, analyze the anc%li 6(&9 so that the study
In t

The research methodology also used in this resear

&

the process of

hgsstudy, researchers use

several methods namely: \ ' ¥ “\AQQ/\-

1.6.1 Data Collectio

ethod$
& Q N
Thereemral types_o :p!ethqé—ﬁsed to obtain the required research data,
such as: % &
L ’ J.

i. Data collection method is a method to obtain information that gives an
overview of a matter and question as a whole. The data obtained help the researcher

#answer the questions raised and make decisions to solve the research problems. In

N
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general, in this study, the authors have used two methods in collecting research data

namely library method and content analysis.

Library method: All printed materials were collected to help the authors
understand the problems of the study, trace past studies and build a discussion
platform in this study. This method uses secondary data to view past studies and
printed materials related to the study. Library studies based on the documentation
referenced in this study are books, journals, websites, dictionaries, research theses,

dissertations, and seminar papers.

This library method is used to understand the study of books and problems that
occur related to the study as well as to understand how scholars talk about matters
related to the study. Therefore, the library method only presents data logically based

on the analyzed sources.

Content Analysis: Text and content study is one of the text -based studies.
The text analyzed is the Professor's novel. According to Burn, content analysis is an
analysis that is often used in qualitative research. Content analysis requires a system
of approaches that are relevant to the goals of a study. This method is used in
accordance with the focus of this study which is to analyze the findings and findings
that will be found by the Johor State Fatwa Committee in the content of the

#Professor's novel.
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1.6.2 Data Analysis Methods

The data that has been collected based on the methods that have been
mentioned above, the information and data will be collected and then will be

analyzed, evaluated and screened using several methods. The rules are as follows:

(i) The data obtained in the Profesor's novel is read in depth to identify

dialogues, matters that are contrary to faith, sharia and morality.

(i1) Subsequent data were extracted by looking for the factors that caused the
violation of the text content based on the Publication Guidelines under the Printing

Presses and Publications Act 1984 (Act 301).

(iii) The findings of this data are compiled based on seven items that are
inconsistent with the act. Then the analysis will present arguments from the verses of
the Qur'an or Hadith that are appropriate based on the views of Ahl Sunnah wa al-

Jamaah.
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1.7 CONCLUSION

Indie novel writing is one of the new forms of writing used by authors.
Recognizing this, researchers see that the need to review, screen, ensure indie novel
content is not something that should be taken lightly. Writing an indie novel that is
guided by the style of literary writing alone without placing the value of da'wah will
cause the reader to easily accept and use the material and give great implications to
the world of novel publishing in the future. The importance of this study is not seen
from the aspect of error alone, however, looking at the phenomenon of this
publication will produce authors who tend to produce novels that are not guided by the
principles of Islamic sharia itself. This needs to be given serious attention so that the
indie novels that have become a phenomenon can be controlled and researched in

depth not only to this indie novel, but other indie novels as well.



