CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION (,}
6.1 Introduction Q

I have argued throughout this thesis that reading D WMoetry using an
environmental ethics framework breaks a novel grou n cor'tributes to the
understanding of morality issues in his works. To this | examine some selected

"y
ork of doi er,\/i‘r@ental
te% ted @ a pattern

h
late\wo , Wit ality themes

poems by the poet through the lens of Robert Traer’s

ethics. In particular, the discussion in the previ

of ethics appears time and again across th%

frequently emerging in his poetry. Theypattern also see

sp@‘to issues that are
very much related to the challen ealities \ctsIWis ,,@}'framed by Traer, in
o

occupied Palestine. In one way sthi onsequenc the((/ s that, in turn, results in
assault @ture prevail, while access to

occupied Palestine for tlonal environ en{al@ists is virtually impossible. The

an almost-human atmosph menf
4

&
analysis has also s sted thzlt 'S gworks question the range of ethical

identities acrossythe aSpects

8 l
characters, Es ions

ips. The ﬁsc&g%n has demonstrated that the poet addresses
moral characters and .questions nature of relationships that transpire under

Tra 1%~’four-fold system of rights, duties, moral

N

poi@ persisting continge& X the land of Palestine, where the only thing certain
i upier’s violations of international laws pertaining to the rights of humans and
hesnatural environment. The analysis has also revealed that the poet understands

lationships as markers of the extent to which people possess rapport that establishes a

kind of bond between them. In the following pages, | shall address the title of the thesis—
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what ‘almost human’ means, recapitulate the preceding five chapters, summarize the
key points of my research, discuss the theoretical, practical and methodtwml

implications of the results, and consider the limitations of the the§is ally,

nzand ’Jncertainties on

ain, d\h&fdre appears
o g

raise seve q'eE@s that
al ethics Iso @* accepted

h
lestini ople and the

suggestions for possible future research are presented.

6.2 “Almost Human”

The Palestinian-Israeli conflict has led to chaos in t

the horizon. Fear dominates, normal life is anything but

gloomy. The precarious life forms in occupied Pale
utterly defy not only the assumptions of envi

principles of morality. Among other things

natural environment are constantly vio@ the dutie res@ atural resources

and spare human lives is never uph%the oﬁg ta @s is made even worse
N,

by characters who lack moral oducing distarted ionships, ruptured skins
_ N N\’w
and fragmented soils. %\

I have argued t%;al late ’poe By@rwish speak about this state of

4 &
fragmentation by & ethica‘ \nq s thr dialogues with the self and with the
he

occupier. Dar\/\'@,\
a ‘

speaks in paEt to the crac
Palestin% pied ferrit ﬁs amiéﬁe havoc wreaked by the Israeli occupier upon
the d its people. The p@‘foreshadow non-human qualities, with the occupier

e his duties and turning a blind eye to calls made by the international community
0 pre

0 serve the rights of the occupied population.
The research has set Traer’s arguments against the Palestine/lIsrael context, which

enabled me to read in Darwish’s poetry questions related to the tumultuous

184



circumstances that stand between the Palestinian people and their right to decent life.

For instance, several poems contemplate issues regarding the ethical obligatio

3

state that controls the citizens of another territory, and also rai ions

«

concerning the land and the natural environment of that territory.

The state of “almost human” is set against Traer’s concepts ‘@f relationships,

g

characters, rights and duties. Poems by Darwish offer what humanhéss means in the
e

case of Palestine, particularly that the land and humans ar,other. Yet, this

principle is challenged by the occupying state. For exa Traer, W by moral
L 2
| o | | N
philosophy, argues that killing of humans is morall g. Danwish’ p‘e&ﬁmn the
other hand, assert that the condition in Palestineg hat chal

K mo amrtues. In
its guidelines on international law in ceégrflict "areas; thes\UN I@S;tional Law

Commission stipulates that the occupying %te must Mmaintai integrity of the

occupied territory and “respect the l%ﬁon of t\'oc 1 @'{tory pertaining to the
"': y N\

protection of the environment”%:. 5 01' his §i uatiozzé‘\&s to test all assumptions

of international law and envi onmntal [ . The v$ f the Palestinians cannot be

heard, and when hear Zceive no att tidn, when there is attention, it is at
P b o &

best mere condem %of thf \upylng sﬁ_’.& policies. When it comes to action

against Israel, ghere™is al pow@l veto of the United States blocking
¢ I ‘..)
resolutions stilsrael’. 4 (_}
X > ng Darw
T% g has's pat sos?—cultural nuances surrounding Darwish's poetry

stan%ess to inimical tra@(mations and far-reaching damage that the Israeli

0 \ion has inflicted on the Palestinian landscape, all the while removing its

3 tinian character and uprooting its cultural identity. The poems discussed provide

5 The United Nations cites the United States blocking 53 Security Council resolutions against Israel since
1972 (UN, 2022).
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insights into the environment, ethics and literature. With this being the case, his poetry

can also be taken as a call to civil movements and environmental activists t?ng

justice to a land that has suffered for decades. (0\

6.3 What Makes a Human a Human in Relation to the Environ%ntls.
The natural world is worthy of itself; its value is intrinsic, Among other thing, this

means that humans can only use nature to an extent tha sZo b'mg devastating

effects on nature itself or on humans. The grave impact mang on ural World
has drawn the attention of environmentalists, who see ing “eqvir e'mt@me”
which “examines how discrimination results in ha& othe@(.)w racial

minorities bear the brunt of the dlscrlmlnatl an

inato@actlces hasten

(<

the degradation of environments” (Ta 0 , P 523). O

Applying the dichotomy of yi versus\m%li ,@3 analysis of several
ﬁy N,
Darwish poems has scrutlnlzed%awopof th acuple(&?nd the way it has turned

the entire landscape into a s I a cuss1on of Darwish’s poetry

has uncovered the |n ruel coglitj ltheb:cupler has created in occupied
ep

oes not stop believing in peace and,

Palestine, yet des p| e ong

therefore, he ap als he e oft orId to rise to moral standards and show

sympathy wi e |ct|
I d Palesti ?Jart f& Israel’s settler policies against the indigenous

POPQ ‘concerns about s@ﬁter air, waste, and flora and fauna are in fact central
t ctlonlng of Israel’s occupation” (Braverman 2021, p. 3). This situation needs
addressed at different levels. Individuals, states and organizations are called to

ssign values to their action and test such values through expectations of the
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consequences as well as through weighing them against a framework of environmental

X
0

In Chapter 1, | specifically detail the background of the stud provide an

ethics.
6.4 Overview of the Five Chapters

overview of the theoretical framework- first originating in de gy- that informs
the analysis, especially the contextualization of environ Chlc the notions of
moral duties, and the ethical responsibility of a stateMy r ewports that

repertoire with another dimension: moral duties %@Nnted in lit urie §p}ually

in the poetry of Darwish.

po@e are the critical

g@: exile, mythologies,

N
ith the poet often seen

human values, ecocritical read%i %

drawing boundaries of a t\*e' reI : % een Palestinians and their
homeland, and anothe the o Ru-py Hdi@'land of Palestine. These critical
eir t

works are then dIS ed in t

position my res rch pre verat:%rﬁmsms against existing research, so that
my contrlbu 0 he field :e%né cé.qo the reader.
In r 3, r dis the storical sociopolitical contexts to contextualize

poetry I then prov@ summary of the state of the conflict to unpack the

ngS approaches and findings. | then

U
m

c Palestlnlan-lsraell narratives. Later in the Chapter, I discuss the 1948 Nakba

@ the way it has informed, or even shaped, Palestinian contemporary literature.
[

nally, the chapter discuss the literary position of Darwish and his contribution to the
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Palestinian intellectual landscape. This dissertation, | argue, may not be understood
without these nuanced rich contexts. Yv

In Chapter 4, 1 first look at the corpus used in the analysis and @e the
selected poems from the lens of moral philosophy and the extent to w selected
poems address moral duties toward human and non-human worlds. lthen provide an
overview of the conceptual framework of the research, pa im Robert Traer's
model of doing environmental ethics. Later, | discus &;n to which this

framework can be used to provide answers to the rch uw Finally, |

L ]
operationalize the four terms/concepts in Traer's fra k. ' _\‘—}
In Chapter 5, the examination of the exte ich_ Darwish: poe@(emplify

er's f@g;ld model of
S a@elationships. The

gq' s and harshness that

the notion of "almost human™ has been em angst

doing environmental ethics seen as ts, duties, cha

analysis has demonstrated that Dar\ﬁyjmkes w\N_'Si_the

are fertile for questions that cha%reori tion
o

nvironm ‘élist assumptions concerning

In addition, the analysis % s u
rights, duties, good z%e and Iod t'i'v{s s@tionships. By arguing that the

S
nd noqé?of environmental ethics.
&

4

&
implication of rea&‘garwis‘q \s\ nvirg].ental ethics is so much pertinent, |
his

demonstrate th ear step @drd setting the stage for ecological ethics
¢

regarding tegsampti ns_a ul’p@ and the new combat fields to which
NN
environmentalfactivists.Ca nthei&tention.

A\ S

plications of the Research
Q The results have different implications at the theoretical, methodological and
ractical levels. The following elaborations reveal important precepts drawn from the
analysis.
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6.5.1 Theoretical Implications

The analysis has revealed that environmental ethics is very much relew
reading Darwish’s poetry in the context of the Palestinian—Israeli con%\rstly,
approaching Darwish's poetry from the perspective of environmental eﬂ'ﬂ&pntributes
to the understanding of morality issues and human's (ir)responsibleWiour toward
the natural environment. In the context of the Palestinian—Israeli cenflict, Darwish’s
poetry destabilizes and challenges the current landscape o Y~pec'tlve research on
environmental ethics. Darwish’s poetry does not only ch e the re fact|V|sm
but also interrogates spaces of ethical identity in ter characters ’el@shlps
with the environment. Environmental ethicists dd es |ssu%8~human S
d thm@ﬁ;algnmg for

kassumptlons are

challenged in the context of the Pa ian-lsraeh mct 'I;.(\eadlng not only lays
bare the state of moral chaos ie ﬁalest edbut @ questions and provides
insights into the spaces of ent vﬂﬁs{eglghw duties, characters and
relationships. % ,
\;‘\b o‘

For the notio ‘rights}, ' ased fulrgument on principles enshrined in

destruction of nature, assume that their ar

initiatives to reduce that destruction

religious teachl S a aw @ﬁammg that for each single right there is

aduty in wh t e S|Ik asys o'fd(_} omies. If, for example, a group of people is
N

entitled% egrity and ‘pesmné?‘thelr lands, then another related group is obliged
n such integrity and sion. This also entails different things, not the least
mm @

t% ation of the latter group to refrain from occupying another nation, changing the

ystem in the occupied territory, manipulating its natural resources, or making such

territory a landfill for its waste. In occupied Palestine, a gap in environmental justice
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persists. The Palestinians have no means to access environmental justice, and the
concept remains vague in the context of occupied Palestine. T

Traer discusses rights and duties within issues related to ethic \ltles,
assuming that people should possess moral worth, freeing themselve?% political
corruption. The same also goes for the concept of ‘characters’, se&%ain from an
ethical identity perspective. Being a good person entails possessing*séme virtues such
as frugality (reducing both consumption /depletion of nat X;:er and ecological
footprint), gratitude (toward other people and the natura Id) and i Savoiding

corruption, exploitation and taking advantage of othets)wJhese perso rie['\l@}nould

also transpire in the behavior of humans toward a@ n-hu@gﬁ worlds.

The concepts may overlap: being go an beﬂeta d fror&)posite, and

possessing rights is not separable fro@mg dutieSsFhe ic@%f fostering good

‘relationships’ is seen within a work o_f:e gal (j{\tmes and demeanor:
willingness to sympathize with %al w&'ld, shewing @d of solidarity that binds

us as human beings, feeling MSe] uffer, and @ondmg responsibly to ethical
ice.

problems, such as opp% d Injf’ :I 0’
7
Fatdeds of o

as of ; rronmental ethics has enabled an

In short, bo Trzi |
interpretation 0 i € lless h‘s%f morality. I hope my work on teasing

¢

out environE uties ma nef'ate(J e works that engage in issues related to the

environ%
rlghg,j&

ccupied Palestine r@s a lacuna for research. A recent report by Middle

\ - - -
ere pegplesand Iand{ﬁe prominent. For example, the issue of animal

nltor states that Israel's Separation Wall (in the West Bank) has detrimental

3&3 on the environment and animals. The report concluded that:

Animals have been passing through these lands for millennia, migrating
according to the seasons, and dispersing plant seeds along the way, thus
ensuring the vitality of this ancient ecological corridor. Ever since Israel's
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started to build the Wall in 2000, though, these migratory routes have been
disrupted and halted abruptly, cutting animals off from their native feeding
and breeding grounds. Causing devastation to the environment and driving
many species to the brink of extinction, the Israeli Wall and occupation are
two of the biggest threats to animals and the environment in the West Bank¥

today. (Middle East Monitor, 2018) ! = J

My work stops at problematizing humans. In this sense, it is Ii!'Yd.but it opens

up dialogues for animals as well. \)

Finally, the work on environmental ethics does n stoRhere. Environmental

l

Af

ethics could be very much applicable in regions and s be OWIestinian-
3

Israeli conflict. As long as injustices continue aro the globe (es iillyd'g\Wsia,

Africa and the Americas), environmental duties “will con?w taof raise .\estions,

problematize voices and propose solutions that remedy. s gn@@s.

G WS
6.5.2 Methodological Implicatio

E A
\ Q
| have situated the researchEa't the éroada philésophical framework that
9 %
addresses issues of morality, N ve narr don(ﬁ{e scope of investigation to

as ;6 ed insights into the state of

fragmentation at human/n um&n{ @zer, one should be aware of the fact

that environmenta‘@: do Lot Iwit\ rary texts per se, as it focuses more on
the reIationsh@een uma e'hz!vi&gﬁjd the natural world. Environmental ethics

takes as i Qﬂl investiga he lems humans bring to the natural world, and

%

4
IeavesEe r open for different fields that can help identify and tackle such problems.

4,

isciplinary, open-ended nature of environmental ethics

o

| ﬁh{words, it is this inte

gives a room for literary criticism. Environmental ethics originates in philosophy,
Od philosophy can be brought to readers through literature, and so it is safe to assume

that literary criticism could rely on environmental ethics to interpret a literary work.
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My methodology is limited to textual analysis, namely Darwish’s poetry,
especially his late works. The question whether environmental ethics can be w
investigate his early works or works by other Palestinian writers— or be@eeds
further investigation. The question is left to future research initiatives, ight find
Traer’s framework relevant. Generally speaking, however, his system is of high

potential and very broad scope, and can cover as diverse conteétwnflict zones and

i expanded.
@

The moral problems in occupied Palestine cannot be s addressed fre@rence

to Traer’s framework, since the more-than-hu i “C% rael@:'cupation
&: rld=have ht numerous
injustices to humans and nature. For waenviron

into Traer’s model for broader, m(%depth I\Sﬂ%ti of nvironmental ethics.
j y N,
Such integration, which can be%& ﬂ i [ c:@

areas/regions where the natural world is being degraded.

However, some aspects of Traer’s environmenta ies can

jus <<can be integrated
O

a fifth di ns|0r<1,</ uires the involvement of

diverse fields such as interpation Ia1, man geo y, ecology (the relationship

between humans and r% conomics (t féasia}e but safe modes of production),
4

7 &
and anthropology W b(@ ure ﬁ,biology) to investigate the issues at

stake in occupied Paléstine. teal’schol m these fields could work, individually
¢
or collectively, aw a linka b&wéﬁ?ustice and the non-human world.
NN
% toty
_ ™. 4
6.5. actical Imphcanr@’
ave cited the poetry of Darwish as a call for bringing scholarship and decision-
ing bodies to focus on doing ethics. Environmental ethicists advocate for
sponding to threats to the ecological hazards from as diverse fields as politics, biology,

economics, botany, zoology, ecology and technology, which can be appropriated to
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alleviate the adverse effects of human interventions in the natural world. The discussion
in the present thesis fits into a niche where literature can also contribute a Iotw
efforts. In this vein, many Darwish’s poems can be read as calls to the %\lonal
community, and in particular environmentalists, to hold the occupier &&table—in

the media and before international forums—for their crimes againghe Palestinian

natural landscape. V
gnsm'e for correcting

ibilit Wthers and

individual Je elli@t the

This is a universal call where all concerned parties a

the wrongs as much as they can. Our ethical/moral res

also towards the natural world could be realized a

state/organizational level. Having lost hope in

an@' tate-\ley~ el action,

ism. @not only the

a@ he individuals’

the individual dimension could be seen

responsibility of organizations towxhange,

behavior/attitude that can help reme the sta \T\IWU

Individuals, through actions a%sts, 'L'an expose (té?gressmns by the Israeli
4¥Te

occupation, and in doing ig\myi cin us teachings, philosophical

principles and internat ujl 0’
NP
6.5.4 Limitati &ﬁh D §
\ (_,

Ther e has me li |t(t|ocJ| terms of theory, methodology and scope.

First, dr Traﬁr el of 1ng environmental ethics has demonstrated to be
rele)@mm viable in analyz@armsh s late poetry. The model is vigorous in the
t the four concepts can reasonably be deliberated across a range of Darwish’s
s However, Palestinian literary works, including Darwish’s works, are generally
olitical, and no matter the themes (be it social, economic, geographic, historic, cultural,

etc.), politics is always there, characterizing and giving shape to the experience. Thus,
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drawing solely on a philosophical model, that of Robert Traer, is likely to leave some
questions unanswered. Yv

Second, as far as methodology is concerned, | wish I could have the@d the
resources to stage some interviews with renowned Palestinian erters%&as Tamim
Barghouti, Sahar Khalifeh, Remi Kanazi, Ibtisam Barakat. Farah (Wna, Huzama
Habayeb, and Elias Sanbar (to name some). Such interviews wouldshave given more
insight into environmental ethics in Darwish’s poetry. 'mv"ew, experience
(most of them are in Diaspora) and personal ties with late a.ﬁm'sdould have
| &

etr% tiom@' emerges

pi)em y the@z}he answer
needs further investigation. | thus urg@)f Darwis rea@ early works and

try to analyze them using Traer’s ework 0 Aberhaps answer many

questions. Future critics can re%wy w&k anghgo d eeé? into other poems—both

late and early—to elicit ans eT onihe e ed theoretical framework.

‘ l
'3
6.5.5 Suggestion ﬁkFut J C/Q

The findings o ebou the advantage of two groups: literary

critics and sﬁanga din sed’rcltj?ated to building and developing ecological
ethics—%%in that i stif i its @ncy

Ilterary criticism, the@éms can be investigated by using a combination of

S

odel and approaches to animal and plant studies. A range of questions could

definitely improved the analysis and discussion of th

v

Third, the research is limited to Darwish’

is: Can the results of this research be generw

be asked: What are the forms of ecological barriers as contemplated in Darwish’s
oetry? How does the situation in Palestine-Israel pose a challenge to the ecosystem?

How is Israel taking Palestinian flora and fauna to distinction?
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The research has shown the applicability of environmental ethics to reading
literature in spite of the challenges persisting in environmental ethics. In thi !
environmental ethics could help the field to expand its scope, so that it cQu ress
the Israeli military and its colonial settlers’ ever-increasing transgresﬁb&gainst the
environment and human rights in occupied Palestine, particularly?gof women,
children and vulnerable groups (those with no political agend \)

Furthermore, more research is still needed to exp 3%ze'd and apply its
theories to more literary texts. For example, the discussion,in thelpr search has
focused on Darwish’s poetry, leaving out his prose. ish’s prose_i as’b @ul as
his poetry, and the themes that he brings to h|
Critics should thus read his prose and car Q@ i rme Q‘S:/lronmental
ethics, focusing on rights, duties, char&%i i i

With more and more researc tlves o thics, the field could

N,
enormously expand to accom% mor@ concepts tr&g(:%peak to environmental

concerns in regions and co ts atl neve ussed in his theorizing. On
eri t [3

ose\ﬁ('ﬁ IS VErse.

the one hand, Traer’s % s is el d States or in areas affected by

actions taken by ;@d Stzlt
universal Ievel, he hall
e ﬂ'm@(j?to inform discussions in conflict zones. This

enwronmenfi sco dals
could %{o, tble throu ';alsmg{%oral questions underlying human behavior,
ollghA tolerance and c@ttence. The efforts could urge existing civil

o% tions for action, but they could also create and perpetuate sustained national

lobal movements in support of the environment. Well-organized movements, with

\Puture re could take Traer’s concepts to the

SISt E::jéére often unnoticed. On the other hand,

early defined goals, can resist and stop the devastating changes to the natural world.

The movements can also draft and advance agendas aimed at empowering oppressed
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communities, both in Palestine and across the globe. To realize such goals, there must
be some form of mobilization of the masses that believe in the issue and are r

fight for it against all forms of oppression with peaceful, innovative meth(%\
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