CHAPTER TWO

THE ORANG ASLI OF PENINSULAR MALAYSIA{j

This chapter begins with a depiction of the landscape of indigeno ple known as
Orang Asli in Peninsular Malaysia in order to address th a&a?well as the truth
out there. Instead of portraying Orang Asli informati neral as_typical studies,
the chapter places a direct spotlight on the focal pointef Orang Asli as'well a‘iggc_es

: A

in the recipe of development with new ingredients o ratures X
Y- N
2.1 Introduction % 0\ é
First and foremost, Orang Asli 'sh asseCtatedwith slavery and is known as
¢ b'aKdT o

Sakai, as well as being recognized

e “@riginal”for “f@eoples” in Peninsular
q

Malaysia. According to the rem ran cesto\&%lonized before the Malay

sultanates were establighed. For the mlst part, p@\sli retain physical, cultural,
. , : '3 :

and spiritual ties to the forest an er valley, ell as claims to be heterogeneous

rather than hom ous ¢

l ities (S@Sta, 1928; Noone, 1936; William-
Hunt, 1952; S@}i Blagden QS' E}G@ 1968; Carey, 1976; Dentan et. al., 1997;

Olszews % ij lasf" 2 O®bwak, 2000; Geoffrey, 2002; Hood, 2004,
4
0

Gomes\200% Gall, 2008; Dalloc's,)j;ll; JAKOA, 2017).

%radoxically, anthropologists’ early period cataloguing of Orang Asli reveals

‘%repancy in definitions, namely as follows (Skeat and Blagden, 1966;

dlkinson, 1971; Dunn, 1975; Wazir Jahan, 1981; Andaya and Leonard, 1982;
Nicholas, 2006, 2012):
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Orang Hulu - people of the headwaters;

Orang Darat - people of the hinterland;

Orang Laut - people who live by the sea;

Besisi - people with scales; \
Mantra - people who chanted; ‘ ,:
Orang Liar - wild people;

Pagan - eaters of raw food people; *
Orang Mawas - ape; and

Orang Jinak - tame or enslaved people. Y'

—~STQ@ oo oo o

Etymologically, Malaysians refer to Orang Asli aSWnal people” to

represent the late 1950s translation of “aborigine” (Lati v m@"”). The
term “Orang Asli,” or “indigenous people,” was oined by Malaysia’s © |oiial

R

t.)
British government (Carey, 1976; Nicholas, 2000; ,2004;‘. Cheah, 2005 =

?ﬁ'e\B hts Sfx%(digenous

is al

4

As a result, the United Nations DeclarRon 0

Peoples (UNDRIP) on Atrticles 1 and 2 (@u& A)i

working definition in relation to Oran in.It\is

Malaysians to describe the dispEe ak’% %@d th@i)&ave existed in close
[ in

contact with the tropical rainﬂtg\ [

o
Pen%;Mal Q;for thousands of years
N
(Carey, 1976; Nowak, ooWrey, 002: ,g&JAKOA, 2017).

plicable as a

(
Currently numbering_approximé S'g, peoples with 36,658 households

according to the Z@SUS@ ofﬁc'ﬁatistics do not have any information

N
on Orang Asli) antsaccountin r}i? mgeént of the total population, the ocean of

literature ed the Orang s@dalarge number of linguistically, culturally,

’ 4
and ecﬂwy distinct‘pop(ilations constituting Negrito, Senoi, and Proto-Malay.

= S
S
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Map 1: Distribution of the Orang Asli in Peninsular Malaysia
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Source: \ is reprod jlém ert Knox Dentan et. al. Malaysia and
the O ] e Styudy, of the Impact of Development on
n; A:‘%and Bacon, 1997 and was adapted from
?e Lo erm: Three Themes in Malayan Cultural
0 ia. Céfter for South and Southeast Asian Studies:
AN or, 1985. The hist ly-known maximal distributions are indicated
here™ At the present tim% ost Orang Asli occupies smaller and more
Nzontinuous territories (Map of Orang Asli Group in Orang Asli Archive on

Important note: This is an approximate map only and does not reflect the
actual extent of the Orang Asli's traditional territories or their current abode.

ason Library, Keene State College, 229 Main St., Keene, NH 03435-3201 -
0 Circulation: 603-358-2711 - Reference: 603-358-2710 — www.keene.edu).
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The Negrito is divided into six sub-groups: Kensiu, Kintak, Jahai, Lanoh,
Mendriq, and Batek. Following that, the Senoi is divided into six sub-groups: VV
Temiar, Jahut, Che Wong, Mah Meri, and Semaq Beri. Finally, the Prot@y is
divided into six sub-groups: Temuan, Semelai, Jakun, Orang Kanaq,ﬂ% Kuala,
and Orang Seletar (Schebesta, 1928; Lebar at. al., 1964; Skeat and@en, 1966;
Hooker, 1970; Jumper, 1996; Nicholas, 2000; Hood, 2004; N@ Cheah, 2005;

Rusaslina, 2011; DOSM, 2017b; JAKOA, 2017).

Table 2: Distribution of Orang@t
Major . ‘ r
Group Sub-Group Location
Kensiu Northeast Kedah

Kintak Kedah-Perak Borde N
. Jahai Northeast Perak & antan
Negrito Lanoh North Central
ntal

Mendriq Southeast Kelal

Batek Northeast Pfang&s herl W

Semai Sou
Temiar N m k & Soutl
entral

Jah Hut C

ang
: Che Wong ang
Senoi Mah Meri ta elangol

Semagq Beri Southern Pahang & Southiern [T ev@anu 5225
\f 4 £sub Tota 95119 534

Temua \ Selalgor& Sembilan 27996
S g, Selal N. Sembilan 7619

ng & Johor 34802
é E 139

f Jo‘eg 3527
f Johor 1664

Q’ NN Sub Total 75747 438
: ;g ) GRAND TOTAL 178152 100.0
\ Source: @B%x?nak Report, JAKOA (2010)

Proto Malay

According to the constitution, Orang Asli is a distinct group of people who are

not well-defined as homogenous groups. Socially, Orang Asli differs significantly
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from the rest of Malaysia’s larger social groups. The most uncertain term used to

describe their legal status is “aborigine,” which refers to a specific catego

indigenous group in Malaysia. Aborigines People Act 134 (first enacted@nce

No. 3 of 1954, amended Act 134 with effect from 1 July 1974) definesﬁng Asli

as (Refer Appendix B for detail): Q
(1a) any person whose male parent is or was, a membe; oMoriginal

(1b)

ethnic group, who speaks an aboriginal lan d h'abitually

follows an aboriginal way of life and abesiginal jcu nd

‘\Yv
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aboriginal language, habi

and aboriginal custom(ay i i a,@rember of an
% (| c‘}

aboriginal commun “« Q-
&

or the child of mn blt en ab‘@e female and a male
Zv

of other ided that fhe' chi habitually follows an
4 ¢ &

aborigi&wy of | abognal customs and beliefs and

remai mbe origici'%éommunity.

P |
Yy

Historically, ther ? beené\hree waves of Orang Asli immigration onto

PenijﬁmMalaysia. Archeolg@f evidence connects the majority of the Orang Asli

t \Noabinhians, who lived between 8000 and 1000 BC during the Middle Stone

Indeed, documents show that the largely nomadic foraging Negrito is a direct

chndam of these early people. Later, the second major influx of Orang Asli is

Mongoloid, descendant of Senoi. Eventually, Orang Asli are descendants of both
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Hoabinhians and Neolithic cultivators who crossed the threshold to Peninsular
Malaysia from the north around 2000 BC (Schebesta, 1928; Lebar at. al., 1964;?&
and Blagden, 1966; Hooker, 1970; Jumper, 1996; Geoffrey, 1976; Bellw@%;
Howell, 1995; Dentan et. al., 1997; Nicholas, 2000; JAKOA, 2017).

However, between 2000 and 3000 years ago, the southern groups$ collaborated
with seafaring people from Borneo and the Indonesian island M is thought to
be the earliest ancestor of the Malay. Nevertheless, a s Yk;r r)f Orang Asli
who traded with Austronesian-speakers assimilated sout ewi. As a
result, the term Proto, or early Malay, emerged e Orang Asli 'g@‘ras
descendant of Proto-Malay (Ryan, 1976; Juli, . Dentanet: 991'\§-éoffrey,
2002; JAKOA, 2014). 0\ \ %\T

As a result, as early as the fifth bhe Orang bec@%s major players

in Peninsular Malaysia as hunter- ers oﬁ(XCO ;(()\dities products. The

N,
Orang Asli was sought after b frorrf'lnd

nd China’because they were the
only groups with knowle %skil

ate @xtraot local commodities.
Resin, camphor, ivor , akar bah }r’ar@ack branching coral), tripang
d &
M arte

(fame or sea slug), even g(il g.wr salt, cloth, beads, and iron tools

S, 2 %AKOA, 2017).

!
The ri Malay sul aés,c}f;\zever, has caused the Orang Asli groups to
§v NN

retreat a%

jori the Orang Asli ha@ed in remote communities, each within a specific

ate to"fore 'y areaé? order to avoid outsiders. Since this time, the

maj

g%mms ical space and isolated from the others (Malay). During this time, the Orang

recognized their ecological niche and lived in areas known as tanah adat

&
ustomary law of land). The majority of culture and beliefs are derived from close

association with specific environment - tree, sun, river, sea, animal, and angels.

31



Hunting, fishing, gathering, foraging, swiddening (hill rice cultivation), and some
trade have been the forefront of the economy for a long time (Hooker, 1970; G ;
1990; Juli, 1990; Dentan, 1997; Rawski and Ngah, 1998; Nowak, ZOOOC%rey,
2002; Naim, 2005; Nicholas, 2012; JAKOA, 2017). A

As a result, ethnologists identify three major groups based omdifferences in
physical characteristics, language, cultural traits, religion, an WNife. The three
major groups are the foragers Negritos, the swidden d%S,enoi, and the
horticultural Aboriginal Malay/Proto Malay. In reality, ever, th.ETng‘nificant

overlap among various linguistic, cultural, rac@*ecolo cal itirif@bme
i m

Negritos, for example, are swidden farmers, Sénoi gers_and some

Proto-Malays are swidden farmers (Sop

2.1.1 The Negrito q

le who live in the northern

Negrito is a nomadic %OT 0 ging&
and northern-eastern f%tf Peni ;ﬁ I}/Iél@. They are known as Semang
h

d &
(the Western Ne r'l\@ae) mg n(t é(Eestern Negrito tribe). Overall, the
Negrito populati &all, 'g fo{j&' percent of the Orang Asli population,
with a popul hnsit of‘le tha'n @%‘Berson per square kilometre (Noone, 1936;
WiIIiam% 952, 3nd Bﬁen, 1966; Evan, 1968, Mohd Razha, 1973,

Syed,, Jamal, 1973; Tan, 1973,; y, 1976; Gomes, 1982; Dentan, 1997; Tachimoto,
G

2004; JAKOA, 2014).

Q Originally, the term of Negrito (meaning little Negro in Spanish) registered by
p

aniards to classified the indigenous people of the Philippine Islands. However, the

similar connotation of Negrito applicable for indigenous people of the Andamese
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(Great Andamese, Jangil-Rutland Jarawa, Jarawa, Onge, and Sentinelese) of
Andaman Island, Aeta of Luzon, Ati of Panay, Semang of Peninsular Ma
Tapiro, Aiome, Eleari and Papuans of the Papua New Guinea (Brown, Q%\yed
Jamal, 1973; Weber, 1998; Sanders, 1999; Zarine, 2002; Geoffrey, 2015\

Nonetheless, in Malaysian contexts, the Negrito belongs to t on-Khmer

4

family and is primarily Austroasiatic language speakers. Dug tMircumstances,

Negrito borrowed some Malay lexicon as well as adapt logal culture and

setting in order to mix and socialize with Malay commuhities ( |IW}t 1952;

Y‘
ers,

Skeat and Blagden, 1966; Schebesta, 1973; Gomes, ; Rambo, 81; i@
&

mch@} 43/1.46 m)
tall, while the women are about 3.5 w@ cm) shorter. Th@n is a very dark

brown or black color. The head is | round ss g@éen round and long.

\
The forehead is low and roun%trudmg over dhe r of the nose, which is

short, depressed, and pyra d yes are freﬁﬁently wide open and round,
with no obliquity, and ikis s a ver weém@wn Lips range from moderate
to full, the mouth i %, the f eblygw oped, and the jaws are frequently
slightly prOjeCtI & hai -br lack that grows in short, spiral tufts

!
¢
that curl tightly: r|to ppea to&esej e African pygmies at first glance, as they

are cIe d tq'wmlgr o (Evans, 1968; Abdul Rashid, 1976; Alias,
Y-

{5?2, Weber, 1998; Geoffrey, 2002; Naim, 2005,

, 2012; JAKOA, 2017).

1999; Geoffrey, 2012; Salasiah, 2014).

Physically, the men of the Negrito ar ou fee&\Q 0

197 ey, 1976 Gomes,

Often classified as hunters and gatherers, the Negrito economy is more
propriately referred to as opportunistic foragers. The majority of the Negrito group

lives isolated in the deep forest and practices autonomous societies. The forest
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product is exchanged with Malays villagers in exchange for goods such as knives,
clothing, salt, and foodstuffs. However, some Negrito subgroups use the fOT’
between the forest and the lowlands to practice swidden agriculture for C%\ops

such as tapioca, maize, chilies, bananas, sweet potatoes, yam, ai paddy.

Nonetheless, as a result of the twentieth century, some Negrito is n¥n~ger hunter-

gatherers and work as wage laborers on Malay farms and ruermEations (Noone,

1936; Louis de Rochemont, 1948; Mohd. Razha, 1973; Sc tay 1973; Syed Jamal,

2;] KMS).
Ay
grito stibgr ps’a@all,

oldest’a st ca@e man,
Y.

th&Tea an’s @brnance was

limited, and he led by example rather \Haang forma orce@( authority. The

levels of status within the group v@%}eter@%g and ender differences.
Meanwhile, men and women p%wost tgsks i rcha(rgézbly, S0 a sex utilization

is a loosely defined conce \Qgrit'l’ en\for e @ple, hunt, while women do

housework and collect% rest p
4
1973; Syed Jamal, EW\Ialm,l
Because ofithe adi
¢ !
a limited inv ﬁ@of cultural riége(éag to a lack of information storage capacity
NN

in the s system. A;ﬁ_g'ult, evs&adult Negrito inherited cultural knowledge of

the entiré,group. The Negrito @ive in permanent settlements in Northeast Kedah,

1973; Carey, 1976; Rambo, 1978; Naim, 2005; Nicholas

Furthermore, because of their nomadic lifestyl
rarely exceeding thirty people. Each group is le

known as the Tok Batin, or headman. H

/

duc ;&d@y consumption (Mohd. Razha,

&
cholaégzmz; JAKOA, 2017).

e an(tz%éll size of social units, the Negrito has

Nerak Border, Northeast Perak and West Kelantan, North Central Perak,
outheast Kelantan, Northeast Pahang, and Southern Kelantan. Kensiu, Kintak,
hai, Lanoh, Mendriqg, and Batek are among the six sub-groups (Mohd. Razha,

1973; Syed Jamal, 1973; Naim, 2005; Nicholas, 2012; JAKOA, 2017).
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2.1.2 The Senoi

Senoi are the largest group of Orang Asli people who are swidden faw’
Senoi is derived from the Semai and Temiar vocabulary terms sen-oi a -0i,
which mean human being or person, respectively. As a result of the Gﬂ%stances,
Senoi was also referred to as Sakai or the dream people by Kilton art in 1934,
prior to the Second World War. The Senoi is Mongoloid and echecedents that
arrived in Peninsular Malaysia around 8,000 years ago ’\Y.

se'cond wave of
(v

€
migration from Laos and Vietnam’s northern mountain S. Some ated that

@
Veddoid fr Sbu dia.

caw' |shex{$:6m the
Wa“i/ hai form@ggne, 1936;
William-Hunt, 1952; Geoffrey, 1966%E>nd Blag 196@‘an Chee Beng,

1973; Rambo, 1982; Fix, 1995; D@s et. al., \91'&_'1:!2'$a , ,@99; Domhoff, 2003;

&
Senoi typically live i hvilll scattered a@ss Peninsular Malaysia on
the outskirts of the fon%ki’s main ec ?’r\io@tivity is hunting small animals
4

&
like squirrels, m&% and| i r. nganeously, Senoi collected forest
sewn

products for hi su
! (_?]
é @ ill rice, as well as vegetables and a few

¢
mix of tapioE&@et patato
\
fruit tre% is cfitic ? Senaéhvelihood survival, particularly as a means of
ain 'insi

Senoi is the descendants of Australoid from Australia

Although similar to the Negrito, the Senoi i

Z
D
«Q
=
=
o
(ex
<
&
=
(=)
%)
=
@,
N
o
S
>
-
@D
=
wn
=
>
o
=
o

obt ron tools and salt. mention, Senoi is more economically advanced

t m Negrito (Noone, 1936; Carey, 1976; Rambo, 1982; Dentan, et. al., 1997
6 hoff, 2003; Nicholas, 2012: JAKOA, 2017).

Senoi is now divided into six sub-groups: Semai, Temiar, Jahut, Che Wong,

Mah Meri, and Semaq Beri, who live on both sides of the main range in Southern
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Perak, Northwest Pahang, Northern Perak and Southern Kelantan, Central Pahang,
Coastal Selangor, Southern Pahang, and Southern Terenggganu. Itw
historically referred to as a swidden farmer and reliant on fores xts,
contemporary literature depicts Senoi participation in permanent a@&ure and
wage sector practices as a major transition in livelihood survival do, 1990;

Geoffrey, 1993; Tachimoto, 2001; Nicholas, 2012; JAKOA, ZQ E

l

2.1.3 The Proto-Malay .\d
[ ]

_ . | " ol
Proto-Malay is an Orang Asli group known as ginal Mal I\/'el@sll)

ne Ag€ cestors
&yph e

migrated from Yunnan, the Proto Malay ‘has been f nd iR, the s@ﬂﬁern part of

Peninsular Malaysia. Proto-Malay Wa&%e)mto three goré‘t’rlbes of Melayu

Asli who speak Malay and wear costu ,@huan; tribes with a

linguistic and cultural mix of ala 'and Senoi; |bes settling in coastal

areas, primarily Muslim an g uv%{;@\/llham Hunt, 1952; Carey,
97, T 1

1976; Rambo, 1982, (% hi t‘(')l , Hood, 2004; Nicholas, 2012,
&

JAKOA, 2017). \ | %(_;
Proto- Mal@ller \@er t a%’Senm but fairer than Negrito, with

straight and E oth hair. Prot dl’aycm}o es are flat and thick, but slightly sharper

and commonly referred to as Jakun. Since

NN
Sendi. no } wit uare jaws and strong chins of more likely

than N
“M o n- type” cheekbones,\@sfl faces, and dark brown eyes. The Proto-Malay is
% ethnic group with cultural ties to Indonesia rather than the rest of Southeast

roto Malays is traditionally seafaring people and farmer-traders who speak

dlay dialects from the Malayo-Polynesian or Austronesian language family and are
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physically distinct from Malay (William-Hunt, 1952; Carey, 1976; Ali, 1980;
Rambo, 1982; Fix, 1995; Gianno, 1997; Nicholas, 2012, JAKOA, 2017). Yv

Proto-Malay communities are typically founds in the upper side of ri@eys
and coastal plains in the southern section of Peninsular Malaysia. ver, the
majority of the Proto-Malay who used to live in the area has either beén assimilated
into the immigrant Malay or has sought settlement further inland“n the foothills.
Forest hunting, collecting forest goods, fishing, swidde %lh

'(paddy field),

rubber tapping, fruit orchard, wage labor, and entrepreneurial a Mnal jobs
'YX
Temuan, e’ai;\Qkkun,

e s% ps 0%?5 Proto-

in S@g(;r, Negeri

nd @%ohor West and

are among the Proto Malay’s economical adaptati

Sembilan, Southern Pahang, Norther EoE)

h
Southeast Coasts (William-Hunt, J%Care;ﬁ;}a

Desmond, 1995; Gianno, 199%; imot

¥ S

2.2 The Develop t Strateig

JAKOA, 2017).

Generallyglo a“eertai , the é&yg Asli lived in isolation during the

!

[

colonial peri %/ell apar roﬁ ths ainstream societies. During this time, the
ke

N

Orang Agli en & Dei }Jehi n terms of politics and economics. Prior to this,
whil aysia was being colanized, the Orang Asli was organized, independent,
G

age ected people in the early Malay kingdoms. However, the Emergency from
u

ntil 1960 brought the Orang Asli into the scheme of modern government and
ntrol by Malaysian authorities (Nicholas, 2000; Endicott and Dentan, 2004,

JAKOA, 2017).
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2.2.1 Pre-Colonization (1390 - 1874)

Prior to colonization, Orang Asli depicted as living in dispersed settle
and camps from the coasts to the mountains, including coastal plains an(%&ore
islands. The main source of income is small-scale trading of forest pr etween
Malay people and traders from India and China (Dunn, 1975; Andaya‘and Leonard,
1982; Endicott, 1997; Geoffrey, 2002).

The first institution was a small Malay state locate 'mdflta settlement

areas. The head of state adopted Indian governance mo such as diving'kingships,
L ]
S, a

T
and derived economic funding from trade and ta@ ruling cl oﬂl\ﬁl@ ,
acl

commoner class of farmers, traders, and fisher % es who became
servants in ruling class families and estate‘ﬁs;p i (Endigéégd Dentan,
2004; Nah, 2004; Nicholas, 2000; ZOO@AKOA, ) CS<

Later, after the ruler of %cca’s \f\¥as ,@braced Islam, the
N,
administration of the kingdon%/ent% tra f@rmat(Scl? The language of the

rulers, most likely an earlyiﬁm M[I . 0 ual@ead to people living under
A%

the kingdoms’ control. , religious fi ed'o@'practiced, allowing Orang Asli
4 ’ &

to preserve own Ian%s, ani \\( igioéamd cultural beliefs. Indeed, this is

the point of embark in end(ﬂjé/slave trade since Islam upholds the

¢
concept of fﬂ%qua (Mohd. ia 3973; Andaya and Leonard, 1982; Amran,

N
1991; D% . al.g"1.99 Pic oié\ 003; Endicott and Dentan, 2004; JAKOA,

hote$,” 2
201Q \c}/"\"

\bwever, during the eighteenth century, Orang Asli slave raiding became a

:it profitable industry. Malays undertook expeditions into the deep forest and
a

stal areas on a regular basis in order to capture Orang Asli for slavery or sale on

the slave market. Normally, the king would murder the adults and take only the so-
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called jinak (tame) or children to avoid escapism (Skeat and Blagden, 1966; Dentan,

1997; Endicott and Dentan, 2004). 5'
In the same vein, during the nineteenth century, Sumatran immigr@% ed

the hinterlands, killing and capturing Orang Asli for slave markets: cenario
causes Orang Asli to retreat deeper into the interior and shun touch” with anyone
other than trustworthy Malays or trader friends. The west Semai, for example,
becomes fugitives, hiding in little dwellings and fleeing a R:i t of violence.

Distress and suspicion of Malays eventually burned into Orarig Mnds and

L ]
passed down through oral traditions. Even today, an Asli child i ag’g@ear
and distrust hemik (outsider) (Dentan, 1968; S l, % iCott @bentan,

é\‘?

2004; Naim, 1987; 2005). V 0\
(<
_\O
A

\Cf)

2.2.2 Colonization (1874 - 1957) (,) N\
o\

The British continued ex%sm iﬂto thercentra northern parts of the

&
ni tiongﬁbbd in the mid-nineteenth
0

-9

peninsula from Malacca durin heL
r de

century. As a result, th%

been prohibited in Kk froml

protect and regulate Ora i
¢ J (.?
Cerruti, an an explorer 'th"ar(_i}n erest in indigenous peoples, served as

NN
Superin% of the Or Aslié)\fter that, H.D. Noone took over as Field
N
Ethnegrapher of the Talpln@dseum in 1939. However, due to the Japanese

i \mi in 1941, the appointment was cut short (Cerruti, 1908; Winstedt and

n‘stm& that slavery of Orang Asli has

&

e go &ument, on the other hand, seeks to

iod al

'3

sa él’t, from 1901 until 1961, Captain G.B.

inson, 1934; Holman, 1958; Carey, 1976; Jones, 1968; Endicott, 1997).
As a result, Orang Asli retreated to the interior during the Japanese occupation

(1941-1945) to avoid the Japanese and other outsiders. The Malayan Peoples Anti-
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Japanese Army (MPAJA), a communist-dominated guerrilla organization, was the
only organized opposition to the Japanese. The MPAJA’s operation bases are?!
deep mountain jungles, where Orang Asli have been befriended and shelte om
outsiders in exchange for food, intelligence on enemy movements,%&pgistical

support (Endicott and Dentan, 2004; Nicholas, 2000; 2006; JAKOA, Q?’

2.2.3 Post-Colonization (1948 - 1960) z '
The British government’s resistance to the Japa inv siWalaya is

[ ]
f the subversive @Yet,
d forcéd-i he deéep forest.
ke p

in o@; suppress
d i@&%, the British

revealed during the post-colonial period. As a res

Japanese army so-called communists chased

The British authorities quickly identified

subversive ideology. Shortly after tr@se surre
T}*Chinese, group that

government attempted to exclude a@nunisﬁv‘y
N,

envisioned Malaya’s post-inde% government.« he munists again returned

&

to the forest in 1947 and | h& an r ed Tesurg known as Darurat, or the
Emergency, which las ?1948 ntil 1960 @ey, 1976; Leary, 1989; 1995;
4 F &
\l‘l\a dD

Nagata, 1997; Nico woo; E|1 e&n’, 2004; JAKOA, 2017).

The Briti@ritie % OE}%’ASH to avoid communist reliance in

order to cur %unis in;lu ce{. e Tong house, for example, was constructed
X

NN
with ba% e ',cons@y watched over. However, due to lacked
X
uffigient, shelters, sanitary f@s, and nutritious food, most of the Orang Asli

wn

p \ of sickness, hunger, and demoralization. As result, some Orang Asli

Q ged to escape the camps and returned into the forest with rumors of the
overnment’s brutality (Jones, 1968; Carey, 1976; Leary, 1989; 1995; Nagata, 1997,
Nicolas, 2000; Endicott and Dentan, 2004).
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By 1953, the central highlands’ Orang Asli, primarily Temiar and Semai,
turned to the communists for protection against the government. To gain the tw
the Orang Asli, the government placed the remaining Orang Asli in long @amd
built jungle forts in Orang Asli districts where communists were co ed. The
forts are manned and patrolled by the Police Field Forces, who is assisted by small

shops offering salt, tobacco, and metal tools, as well as mini IMaI care (Jones,

1968; Carey, 1976; Leary, 1989; 1995; Nagata, 1997; N OOO, Endicott and

Dentan, 2004).

Yv

L ]
Ultimately, the government set-up the Depart f Aborigin ar#i @ed
it the Department of Orang Asli Developm OA)"i 1, qua.' to the

N\

ter~Rarrel Williams-

Ind@bus Peoples as

early as 1950 Later, the position Wfﬂlaced in %, @ﬂ O.D. Noone. The
N,

major agenda of JAKOA is to ingpi gﬂ i

Department of Aboriginal Affairs (JHEOW 63.

Hunt was appointed as Malaya’s fir: edeal Advisor

rang Asli (ardezQ pport the government
and avoid subversive ideologies Jon!, 1 Cargﬁ 976; Leary, 1989; 1995;
nd nt&n,~®t>4; JAKOA, 2017).

Nagata, 1997; Nicolas,% dicott

Eventually,%late i

'3
@raak (Fighting Aborigines) was

ficalh]-)&ftrack down communists and is made
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unti@ (Jones, 1968; Car 1}976; Leary, 1989; 1995; Nagata, 1997; Nicolas,

Zgi dicott and Dentan, 2004).
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2.2.4 Post-Independence (1957 - Present)

At the opening of Parliament in 1961, the King declared that the nation v?n
not disregard Orang Asli although the Emergency was over. His governm t\ald,
was creating a “long-term policy for the administration and advaneéwt of the
aborigines” in order to “to absorb these people into the stream of n WI life in a
way and at a pace that will adopt and not destroy their tradit$I~ of living and

l

As a result, in November 1961, the federal government fo Woart ent
@

culture” (quoted in Jones, 1968).

of Orang Asli Affairs (JHEOA) permanent and respo |I'ty all
programmes concerning Orang Asli. One rea he o a r ch was
that more than 60 percent of Orang AS|I I| di em area rom basic

government services such as educat\ edical C Th@EOA staff had

developed some expertise in deali th &RS wl}y concerns kept the
N,

Aboriginal Peoples Act in ef%mg e artmze'é:éxtensive control over

Orang Asli (Dentan et. al., @h, T icholas @12, JAKOA, 2014).
! 0
o‘

2.3 The Incorp&ﬂPolf!b g Aﬁ/
The end of the“emer 'eals he Malaysian government intends to

incorporat g sli S on H'he(r-r} or players in the country. This idea was
%v NN
translat e inyolye yt of !@\/Ilnlstry of the Interior through the policy in

196%tated the goal “@dte integration with the Malay section of the

c ty demands natural integration as opposed to artificial assimilation with
q s special measures should be adopted for the protection of the institutions,
stoms, mode of life, persons, property and labor of the aborigine people.” This

idea reveals that several countermeasures will be implemented in order to incorporate
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the distinction between Orang Asli culture and practices with Malays. At the same

time, JAKOA will be a utilization model on behalf of the government to reali

ultimate goal (Jimin et al., 1983; Mohd Tap, 1990; Nah, 2002; Nicholas, 2@% 12;
JAKOA 2017). *
However, in the early 1980s, the utilization of JAKOA becammritative in
regards to addressing the incorporation of Orang Asli into_the nstream. This
situation occurred due to alarming attention from the Isla Ya;s 'Section of the
Prime Minister’s Office. As a result, the Director-Gene f JAKOAN 0, Jimin

oy
Idris, articulated the idea of conversion of O%Ii inta Isl py_\@ng,
e

preferably as an Islamized subgroup of the Ma basic-i f ir@j@'oration

N\

into the Malaysian mainstream as Malaya(M ysiac\ G rnme@& 82; 1994;

Halinah, 1990; Amran, 1991). \L ) é

rese mal ,@rakes the Orang Asli
N,

Holistically, this idea, which %ed
Q«é d

groups receive national privile tera (sons of the soil),

&

such as free education, oppartunities f e enté , easy approval of business
sea

as \a@'as ease in purchasing property

% 7).

hel OA, 1%’ Malaysian government was able to
e D, M

of ways.

ﬁ'ht-t}e hnique entails repositioning Orang Asli,

N
o thg"market,econemy, political participation, acceptance of Islam,

inco&% L

and ation of certain a@ of mainstream Malay culture (Amran, 1991;

incorporate ! S%riety

&,1997; Endicott and Dentan, 2004; Nicholas, 2002; 2012; DOSM, 2017;

6‘%& 2017).
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2.4 The Legitimate Strategy of Orang Asli

According to the Federal Constitution's Aborigines People Act 134, Oran?l'v
is Malaysian citizens. Orang Asli enjoy equal access to all resources in @try
and the freedom to practice any faith, including Islam, Christianity, B!&,sm, and
Hinduism, as a result of this law. Any choice made by the Orang Asli must, however,
be based on supervision as well as JAKOA’s approval. Simﬂ%' law gives the

Malaysian government complete control over Orang d s'rengthens the

Director-General of JAKOA and the Ministry of Rural eg pment
jurisdiction (Malaysian Government, 1982; 1994; icott and n'an %04
Nicholas, 2002; 2012; JAKOA, 2017). T

Malaysian law, for example, recogni the ai

(ancestral lands) under Malaysian Ianma a result,

any area in Malaysia as long as do not \e\%th

g As]@g;mah Adat
g A@% free to occupy

gé'o the government's

interests. At the same time, th |an g% vernment a |oned gazette land and
designated sections as Oran rdl he 2010 census, 20 670.83

qisll ser’
hectares of land have %m gnated # é reserves. However, 26 288.47
tye

hectares of land hav en gran[ tte and 85 987.34 hectares of land

have been appli tn 'roveg:éééllnah 1990; POASM, 1991; Endicott

¢
and Dentan, &Ohea 2005 m'ho{e;}ooo 2012; JAKOA, 2017).
NN
&Y v S
2.5 AOrgamzatlon Str@'{/ of Orang Asli: Department of Orang Asli

velopment (JAKOA)
Q Orang Asli systematic organizing tactics began in 1953 with the formation of
AKOA. The so-called “godfather” of Orang Asli, plays a critical utilization in
developing and implementing a strategy to integrate Orang Asli into Malaysian
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society. JAKOA'’s organizational strategy comprises educational, medical, political,
Islamization, and economic change programmes (Carey, 1976; Jimin et. al., :
Nicholas, 2000; Endicott et. al., 2004; Nah, 2004; Nicholas, 2000; 201®)A,
2017). A

On the record, JAKOA is the single recognized government Win charge
of the Orang Asli. The jurisdictional rationale is based on the QMW that “every
effort will be made to encourage the more developed grou adopt 1settled way of
life and thus to bring them economically into line wi her W in this

'Y

country.” In time, the JAKOA hopes to ensure that rang Asli ifve_\ od

level of socioeconomic and cultural integratioRgwi a% pula@zﬁ while
conserving the sociocultural identities of ah&m{ico t. aI.,é;;‘Nicholas,
2002, JAKOA, 2017). \% é

The JAKOA is now deepl@edded \dseYO qg:\xsli people’s daily

>
existence. The Aboriginal Pe inarﬂ:e N 19% under the Ministry of

Home Affairs, was the first mmn the&‘l&(ﬁ Colonial Government in

1954 (JAKOA, 2017)(—3. , :' 0

It was rena the Dei 4 of gﬁum, Archives, and Orang Asli
-~

Research in 19 as the t}ﬁﬂstry of Education until 1959, when it
¢

!
was returne sﬂ Ministry o &ne@\} airs. It was transferred to the Ministry of
% N
Nationa% ral Development i&?l after being placed under the Ministry of

-~ L
Lan Mines in 1964 (foc@én security issues) (JAKOA, 2017).
%\hxt, it was moved to the Ministry of Rural Development in 1990 (focused on
evelo

pment issues), and in 1994, it was placed under the Ministry of National Unity

Qj Social Development (focused on development and integration). It was finally
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resurrected in 2001 and has remained under the Ministry of Rural Development and

Cooperative Development till now (JAKOA, 2017). Yv

The JAKOA'’s headquarters is in Wisma Selangor Dredging on Jal@ng

in Kuala Lumpur. In addition, the JAKOA operates a hospital, tﬂ% center,

museum, and library in Gombak, some twelve miles outside of Kuala®éumpur, in the

foothills. Pahang, Perak Kedah, Kelantan Terengganu, Jo rNgeri Sembilan
X

Malacca, and Selangor Wilayah Persekutuan are among t te rranch offices,

r\i; Welantan

gor Iay;BPQrs@a'n.
onsiblé dis@ offices
: $\2017)é\?~
&
O

four of which cover two states or districts: Pahal

Terengganu, Johore, Negeri Sembilan Malacca, and

In Peninsular Malaysia, the JAKOA branch

and 133 post or project offices (Nicholas, 2000;
2.6 The Transformation Strategi%)rang \\Y ,<\
N,

Modernization is a nec p irf'the nsitio@om a traditional to a
modern civilization. This i Mt ajj , the pin
into mainstream socie%tell
“left behind.” Inde (NQ(OAP
which has been 'c%ﬂishe

3\ :
(0]

r@ of Orang Asli integration

-

O\Nafb'radicating the stigma of being

as

£
'gzltempts as a modernization policy,
me(&%ﬁ educational and political activities.
Asar he govern ntts r@}i development initiative, most of the Orang
Asli gro %beeﬁ S Pd prcé%ing access to health and educational services.
The EQM also included eﬁo@ integrate the Orang Asli with the greater society
‘% I, and Malay in particular, by fostering an Islamic value system (Nicholas,
; Endicott et. al., 2004; Lasimbang et. al., 2010; West, 2010; Ministry of Health,

Qﬂl; Che Noriah et. al., 2012; JAKOA, 2017).
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2.6.1 Health

Previous study reveals health issues swept the Orang Asli groups. As a YP
JAKOA established a health programme since 1950s in order to improv Ith
and physical condition of Orang Asli. The effort articulates into the esﬂ&ment of
3 clinics, 108 medical posts, 16 transit centers, a flying doctor (twic%th), and a
hospital with 13 medical wards and 166 beds. However, d eNIs reliance on
traditional treatment, the Orang Asli continues to su mialth problems
(Carey, 1976; Jimin et. al., 1983; Mohd Tap, 1990, A : , s, 20 00,
Endicott et. al., 2004; Hewes, 2005; Azliza et. al., ng et. al., 2,'Sa et
al., 2012: Kardooni et. al., 2014; JAKOA, 2017

Basically, the Orang Asli’s health Oor speﬂi d1 ter. F@&bus studies

reveals Orang Asli has one of the est/rates of o@lseases such as

tuberculosis, malaria, leprosy, a, tyﬁﬁea ez:\ntestinal parasitic
N,
infections, diarrheal diseases, d‘% hlgﬂ blo glucz%czaiabetes mellitus), high

blood pressure (hypertensi \-ob , a heart@eases For the record, the

majority of ailments a ed by a lack o utn@ a forestry lifestyle, traditional

o‘
cuisine consump&d p0f

Nicholas, 2000;

|on settlement regions (Baer, 1999;

dhr e&‘/et al., 2010; Hartini and Mohamed

5 ) o1
Kamel, 2010; mud and |aﬁ1|(2-9 0; Ministry of Health, 2011; Shea et. al.,
2012; Bedfordw2013; leyﬁi\ 2014; Cheng et. al., 2014; Hotez, 2014

n ahrul et. al., 2014).
&
% hough there has been a notable improvement in the conditions and
Q sibility of health services, much more work need to be done. The irony of the
tuation is that serious health issues, like as malnutrition, continue to plague the

Orang Asli. For example, prior studies conducted in 2004, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2012,
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2013, 2014, and 2015 revealed that the majority of Kintak children had a bloated
stomach, which is an alarming symptom of kwashiorkor, or a shortage of pvv
caused by low food availability. Despite this, the Orang Asli mortality r@y’} an
all-time high of 51.7 deaths per 1000 births. Orang Asli had a median Iﬂ%ectancy
of 53 years (52 for men and 54 for women), compared to a nationWage of 75
years in 2012 (Nicholas, 2000; Endicott et. al., 2004; Ru%@’zmo; DOSM,

2017a; EPU; 2017).

2.6.2 Education

Providing educational opportunities is a

X

m?jor rce rry, as well

as a vital mechanism in the JAKOA dwﬁaion toen Or@%li standard of

living. The educational program’s o goal is \00m$e a& r Orang Asli’s lack
N

of formal education and iso\%om 80ver ant(lQ Is. Impressively, the
JAKOA custom and operat me-ti[ stracture @epare Orang Asli children
CU

social advancement. As a result, this issue

jo}]

-

as an entry into the n% cation sy ‘r‘n' (h@d Tap, 1990; Nicholas, 2000;
4

Endicott et. al., ZOOWOA, F : %C/Q
As a resul@ Asli e th{eéﬁ{/ear programme with an in-house pre-

!
¢
school syste t by JAK séffbicn?)rang Asli villages. Next, students attend
\
]ka

centrali ry scho feigwséhng Orang Asli settlements, for another six

yearﬁally, pupils who stJ\tV(;l; end-of-primary-school tests are offered the
@ity to attend local government-funded secondary schools (Carey, 1976;
Q' et al., 1983; Mohd Tap, 1990; Nicholas, 2000; Endicott et. al., 2004,
marulzaman and Osman, 2008; Mohd Asri, 2012; Kardooni et. al., 2014 JAKOA,

2017).
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However, in certain cases, JAKOA’s educational programme raises some

issues and leads to disappointment when it comes to addressing Oran

X

education. The following are the key challenges with education among r\sll,

as well as the reasons for the program’s failure:

—\

a.  Poor memory and intelligent (Sharifah et. al., 20114Sha ;et al, 2011;

Hema and Firdaus, 2014). Y'

Poverty (Sharifah et. al., 2011; Mohamad n ez'\l?@

Lack of knowledge, unconfident, ingapable” of /making * déci IQns,

dependent and lazy (Chupil and : 2003 Mo s‘rzl‘l_{?OlZ,
Y

S
udthé s they learn
Kgnd taboos which

Mohamad Anwaruddin et. al., 2014)

Different style of Iearnin@w t aba

through the indigenous languagey art |tua?
! 9

do not fixed syllabuﬁ w e
and Firdaus, 2014

Need to customize‘learn 4exp e ce der to gains beneficial from

ri et al, 2011; Hema

in l
the schooling process (% tal: 11, Hema and Firdaus, 2014).

The r}% |c@he ng@al school system, practiced by the
te% as plaged branggﬂ(sll students in a discouraging position
as

, 2010; Hema a |rdaus 2014).
4
blems o eatﬁ @hasa Malaysia as second language as well as

conquer 3M (readl\g' writing and arithmetic) and third language, English

(Naim, 2005; Jantan and Ahmad, 2013; Norwaliza et. al., 2014).
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h.  Lack of committed and experienced teachers to teach in Orang Asli
schools, and not to only focus on provision of facilities (Norwaliza ?I"
2014). (q\

i Issues in language in relation to understanding terms and ¢ that do
not exist in their own social and cultural vocabulary (SrRret al, 2011,

Norwaliza et. al., 2014). V

j. Absenteeism - fells boring as well as having s Kntio"u span in class

due to nature and traditional way of life of%@rang sWts to be

@

ducts (Ka ulka@‘g;d
2009} mad@ﬁdi and
; hﬂoh\sri, ZQ@S\./Iustafa et.
al., 2013; Intan Farahana, &b 6

NN

NP

hyperactive - hunting and gathering fore

Osman, 2008; Abdul Razaq and

Abdul Razak, 2009; Sharifah ethal.,

N

Even if a herculean eff een ﬂmade rin ang Asli to the ivory

%=

'3

&
serious and substantial inci@( dropgabccur during the transition from
S

primary to secondary Sehool: '
¢
Statisti &)he d op@t{ f@imary six school leavers who were not
\
f rkr ofie. gr

tower, the pursuit of edu%':on ar alizing w appears unwelcoming. A
dropout is a major pr% at intefsect i'th@ng Asli education. The most

rnékased by 18 percent between 1994 and 2008,

S

m@)ére registered for form one but did not finish their

register m Iy i
whil percent of those wh

\
S \mtil form five increased by 17.1 percent. Furthermore, in 2013, the number

Q opouts drastically surged to 25percent. Furthermore, only a small number of
rang Asli students completed public tests in primary and secondary institutions.



Between 1971 and 2010, only 880 Orang Asli students finished tertiary education

(Hasan Mat Nor, 1997; JAKOA, 2011; Mustafa et. al., 2014). Y
To address the concerns, the government has pledged to improve th@ of
education among Orang Asli tribes under the 10th Malaysia Plan. Fol that, on

June 21, 2012, the government announced seven programmes almeprovmg
Orang Asli educational attainment:
a.  To strengthen administration at the school, dis X(;u')n office, state
education department and ministry level.

b. To put elements of basic vocational tion in | r'se_@ary
4
schools. Y. \ \Y
c.  To reduce the dropout rate of ang'As @3- cent each

Iloitu s by
year.

d. To increase the intak Orang&qde t&'}or the Bachelor of
w% NS

Teaching Special P T
%

uc

e.  Toimprove the ras ctI ation.
f.  Tostrengt orationiwith t eg@artners
rf

4 &
g. To creat ectio é(system for schools and Orang Asli
stud ts
In% 286 Or. li s nts successfully registered in public higher
Iearm&stltutlons and studlgerseas in Australia, United Kingdom and United
S Amerlca as a result of the Orang Asli Education Transformation Program

0 d Asri, 2012; Intan Farahana, 2014; Tamanna, 2014; UNESCO, 2015).
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2.6.3 Politic

First and foremost, an Orang Asli political building block is the introduct

|

cash-crop agriculture, education, and social organization reform by JAK gh

£

the appointment of Tok Batin or headman in Orang Asli communities: esult of

this programme, traditional structures and behavior in Orang Aslif'society have

y

gradually strengthened, as has Orang Asli autonomy (Jumper, 1996%Endicott et. al.,
2004; Nicholas et. al., 2010; JAKOA, 2017). z '

Fundamentally, the political institution of the O Asli isw Due to

@

, X
hilosophy that '05@! on
in&&t obale?t-i'on has

oliﬁﬁal Interests t@sgeyond the
Orang Asli culture. JAKOA (2017)% ha to som tenté%t politics is a
A

significant factor in the Orang Asli %Y s evolutien: T A

In this framework, Ora

diversity, Orang Asli adheres to a traditional politi

local characteristics in settlement areas. How

shifted this traditional political practice to i%

(@Es [ ll%, M}
Agovemment’s effor sc@”suppress communist subversion sparked political

i among the Orang Asli. Indeed, the Aboriginal Peoples Act of 1954

Q wers government authorities to nominate or remove Tok Batin or headmen of
rang Asli communities in order to assure the effectiveness of administration.



As a result, each Orang Asli group chooses its own leaders, and if the
suggested name is acceptable and forthcoming, it is formally recognized, aw. =

and appointed by JAKOA. The headman earn RM 900 allowance upon a nt,
contingent on his working as a liaison, relaying the group’s concerns t A, and
finally coordinating and inspiring the Orang Asli people to follow J A policies
(JAKOA, 2017). \’

Nonetheless, among tribes that lack an established 'mrtlcture, such as
the Batek, the JAKOA either appoints or encourages commun hoose a

X

leader (Mohd Tap, 1990; Malaysia Government, w%prer, 96 d'co_&@ al.,
2004; Nicholas et. al., 2010; Nicholas, 2012; J 0]{ \T
héﬁrar ical pq.@;gl.. system in
ap@ches, however,

JAKOA stills facing the issue such rang Asli @bility to govern the

people. Due of external expa%veraptradi' nall%ly\ng Asli communities
appointed headman Withom%(mi ioh 0 AK(@S a result, the Orang Asli
groups’ traditional org% 1 strucIre S ﬂa ially dissolved (Jimin et al., 1983;
Mohd Tap, 199(@% @ é(..,al., 2004: Nicholas, 2000; 2010;

JAKOA, 2017). N
(’} '?" (,%(J
2.6.4 E@ ? D')f

AOA has been a sin@gency department responsible for all elements of

\\sli requirements for the majority of its history. The main goal is to

& rnize the Orang Asli economy, shifting away from subsistence activities such as
n

ting, gathering, and growing crops for own consumption toward market exchange

JAKOA eventually succeeded in estaw a

Orang Asli communities. Despite ¢ eous attempt

7
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activities such as selling commodities or labor and procuring merchandises and other

supplies to alleviate poverty (JAKOA, 2017). Yv

Obviously, Orang Asli have been designated as one of the most vulner nd
impoverished groups in Malaysia, with a disproportionately higher‘Aqty rate.
Alarmingly, the Orang Asli data in 2010 show a 50 percent povertyyrate and a 19

percent hardcore poverty rate, compared to national figures gfwrcent and 0.7

A traditional Orang Asli subsistence activity I nsid reWive and

@
arket-orie 'ac‘%;rls
deve@ﬁed and

KO,%quJirements -
abandoning subsistence agriculture is waeconomic anc@ﬁﬁt among Orang
A

Asli people. cq \T
N

As a result, the Malaysia ent'&onsi rs ec ic modernization to be
an intrinsically win-win si %Sinf the§0A has been enlisting the
help of other govern rtments, su ;15 thb\/linistry of Education (MOE),

d &
Ministry of Health QQ-D, a entg_!lslamic Development (JAKIM), as
well as federal age\/%s su ' ede Qﬂand Rehabilitation and Consolidation
¢
Authority (FEF@\) and the blﬁr C}fj?stry Smallholders Development Authority
i

(RISD

percent, respectively (DOSM, 2017; EPU, 2017; JAKOA,

NN
ist the Or ?Asliﬂﬁ‘egrates into the modern Malaysian economy

. | N
(Ji etial., 1983; Endicott et e.l}QOO4; Nicholas, 2012; JAKOA, 2017).
N

%xparently, in 1960s, JAKOA used in-situ land development to achieve Orang
& economic transformation aims. JAKOA aspires and promotes peoples in Orang
sli settlements to cultivate income crops in four to six acre plots allotted by the

government - primarily rubber, but also oil palm, coconut, and commercial fruits - in
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four to six acre plots allotted by the government. JAKOA also offers staffs who act
as the project’s organizer and motivator, as well as the essential tools, seed?!,'

weed-Killers, and fertilizers. The JAKOA provides further economic aid ily
food - to newly settle foraging groups until their crops begin to generﬁA@w (Jimin
et al., 1983; Mohd Tap, 1990; Endicott et. al., 2004; Nicholas, 2012; A, 2017).

However, from the late 1970s, the JAKOA has focused its rts on a more

extreme strategy of Orang Asli economic transformation t egrtiupment plans.

The JAKOA maintained that regrouping would allow t ational WCouncil
L ]

to keep an eye on the Orang Asli while also allo he JAKOA o'm ent
economic modernization on a wider scale th e. { ith pefrmission,
declared the following particular goalsw e Ssi regro@&;t project

(Endicott et. al., 2004; Nicholas, 2000; ; JAKOA, 2 . CS<

a.  Substituting settled ca@jsp agric on g@'ddening (economic

modernization);

9 Q—
\” &

b.  Reducing the c u tthr Se rity);%

c.  Reuniting %?g Asli fwithJthé o@r communities in the country

(asimilgtiop). ~ \" ?
S5

!
Regro %plan , Whi beE;ar(:a}s a surveillance program, have evolved into
ok

NN
JAKOA% for re@ming the Orang Asli economy. Typically, the

T
gov

t established regro@ént schemes, or Rancangan Perkumpulan Semula

@utside of security sensitive areas in order to provide a comprehensive

& opment package to address the slow pace of in situ land development from the
r

ly 1960s. As a result, by 2015, twenty regroupment initiatives had been finished



or were in the process of being completed (Jimin et al., 1983; Mohd Tap, 1990;
Endicott et. al., 2004; Nicholas, 2000; 2012; Halilah et. al., 2013; JAKOA 2014

In the long run, the JAKOA’s general aims was (and is) to transf@r ng

3:%

Asli into settled, self-sufficient farmers after the five years or so n or their

rubber trees and other cash crops to become productive. In this context; RPSs should

Cy

be relatively self-contained communities with an administrativ% center surrounded by

family farms and communal plots of forest and pasture gra'zing livestock
(JAKOA, 2017). \d
"X
At the same time, in RPS regions, JAKOA a rovides sc Ihr@stel
s% ini@ve and

»RPS @Sgives each
family ten acres of land for rubber, oilw d fruit treesgas W@? two acres for a

dwelling and subsistence crops. JA@SS ultima Tis ocel inate the need for
"': y N
elturgart

inhabitants to clear forest area deniﬂg a

facilities, as well as a medical facility, a co

management office, a multipurpose hall, @and

«Q
£
—
c
=
92)

&
(Jimin et al., 1983; Endicot }200’; cholas, 2 @2012; Halilah et. al., 2013;

JAKOA 2017). (,) y uj-'l S
NQalilex
In rec
greater %&

misﬂg&'es began to pursue @,g Asli groups as a transformation target. After the

ian Islamic Affairs Organization (Pertubuhan Kebajikan Islam Malaysia -
IM) held a seminar on Islamic Dakwah among Orang Asli in 1980, the
lamization of Orang Asli began. The program’s stated a goal was twofold:

Islamization of the entire Orang Asli community and Orang Asli
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integration/assimilation with Malays (Amran, 1991; Sardesai, 1989; Mohd Tap,
1990). T
In reality, JAKOA promotes Orang Asli evangelization b im
organizations and individuals. The government forced the JAKOA igorously
promote Islam among the Orang Asli in the late 1970s, and as a &Tthe Orang

Asli population experienced an Islamic renaissance (ToshiEiNO?; Nicholas,
@ \Y-
| S
poKIGti 0 Q@ied th

e
ingu‘)m e kno the Orang

Asli (original or first people). Awagists an
considered the Orang Asli to be m@s of thre\rk%

made up of multiple separate tri ub- fbups.

2012; Mustaffa, 2012; Tacey, 2013; JAKOA, 2014).

2.7 Summary

All in all, the descendants of the earliest

Malay Peninsula before the founding of thedMala

ini 4ﬁ'ors have long
)

ry @ps each of which is

N,
Nzggi.l?) (Semang), Senoi, and

Aboriginal Malay/Proto-M X t’T reey prim thnic groups, which are
formally divided into e% ub-ethnic gr ‘Ei'ngb'
d &
Since 1957,K:he cou"n ined inﬁeﬁdence, the government has started
on a comprehegin vel 'rogrﬁ’to help the Orang Asli people. The
¢
developme@s Wa/ divided iﬁto@v phases, one to safeguard the Orang Asli
NN
T dln;&l_gz‘; andﬂ&: other to focus on the Orang Asli group’s
: L 9
mic needs. All effoa}have been made by the government and a non-

Qo

g ental organization is to integrate the Orang Asli into Malaysia’s mainstream

community

soci

ke

opulation.

U

The evolution, change, and modernization of Malaysia’s indigenous

populations offer distinct insights. Although the JAKOA’s main focus in
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modernizing Orang Asli economies has been to promote cash farming, the JAKOA
has increasingly focused on health issues, the Islamization programs, and edu

and training Orang Asli for salaried and wage-earning employment. M@wng
Asli communities have benefited from the process of modernization around
traditional lands, including socioeconomic advancement, lower poverty rates, and
increased confidence while engaging with mainstreams. N

Nonetheless, the Orang Asli community as a Zcon'lnues to fall

considerably behind other Malaysians in all indica ThIS is
expected to change for the better, as increased sel eness and f-’:o&@nce
have led to more Orang Asli embracing mode a me&n prf@é status

of lives. w\ %Y.





