CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION (_}
1.1 Signpost Q

This chapter provides a general overview that outlines th(i impeérative of studying
duties and ethics in the poetry of the Palestinian poet Mah D iS'l. The chapter

establishes the background of the study and its niche. it la Wale of the

ta
states [the b’er&@t the
the% e br@%’r field of

%%:ﬂficance of

study, as well as the research objectives and quest

research is set to address, discusses the contribuiti

% 9
1.2 Background ofthes@ ,¥

1.2.1 Mahmoud Darwi
4,
The Palestini ﬁq@e thal g f Ma
n

have validity todt. F a

poet— from EE sily-recite oeﬁs@cpelementary and secondary students to high-

profile @ne P intelt.&\ual production of a figure who, for many, is
probablyione of the most promi{%ﬂ‘ authors in the 20" century. Each of the poetry books
bysRarwish tapped veins deeper than one can imagine.
Q Edward Said, Professor of literature at Columbia University, wrote in the Grand
t

reet that the "poetry of Darwish provides not simply an access of unusual insight or a

distant realm of fashioned order, but a harassing amalgam of poetry and collective



memory, each pressing on the other. The conventional and the ethereal, the historical
and the transcendently aesthetic combine to provide an astonishingly concrete &?ﬂ!{
going beyond what anyone has ever lived through in reality.” %\
American poet Naomi Nye says "Mahmoud Darwish is the Ess!&Breath of
the Palestinian people, the eloguent witness of exile and belonging, uisitely tuned
singer of images that invoke, link, and shine a brilliant lig iwz world's whole
heart. What he speaks has been embraced by readers aroun m1his in an utterly
necessary voice, unforgettable once discovered" (Acade f Ameri t‘s).
Yand

omeland me tonn of the

Mahmoud Darwish was one of the most celebra rab poets i e'a&
early 21% centuries. His poetry portrayed the |
lost Eden (Palestine). In some accounts, he osterenowned cog;orary Arab
poet (Jaggi 2002). Darwish is cre h being ajo@wtributor to the

development of modern Arabic po%articula\mgr p\ﬁhe use of symbolism.

N
His early poems were in the iealr Arabic style.dn th@irly 1970s, however, he

&

turned to free-verse techni ?ﬁa di] oflow c@al Arabic poetic norms. The
diction of his early wo%vzto be replac :bﬂ/ @guage fraught with symbols and
el

&
indirect, figurative pélitical stat‘e %(./

!
world stage kr}wsfor edn or‘y @hnderstanding of Darwish the poet, but also

NN
of an in% | whg"suc ?ully@aged to make his way in the universal realm of

I'tﬂAD ish's poet au}??z;' to critics, h tributed to transformi
iteraturéy, Darwish's poetry, ing to critics, has contributed to transforming
N

@Arabic poetry in terms of language, style and themes. Poetry of Darwish doesn't

The sheeréto\r fD 'sirise fmé'harrower national literary circles to the
¢

\gerely enrich the rational intuition, but also provides intrinsic and peculiar forms of
\insight. Since its meanings are neither measurable nor unwittingly perceptible, his

figurative use of language offers nuances subtler than we initially expect.



The appreciation of his poetics has even rung bells at the universal level. Here is
Breyten Breytenbach (2011) opining that Darwish's poetry has shifted Yﬂm
understanding of what poetry can do. Elias Sanbar (2017) maintains that @ry of
Darwish has created a cultural renaissance through language— one that oundaries

between defeat and loss, with the latter serving as a driver for action, aypowerful means

for helping the oppressed people rise again and fight for freed m is why, Sanbar
sz.

says, Darwish has always talked of loss, not defeat, in his

as home, mother, father, self, siege, exile), to

critical works saw a relationship between wri

homeland that is lost in 1948. \' , é
Apart from national belonglr@j his p %@Mahmoud Darwish has won a

reputation for being a nature poet— with hundreds of poems featuring the elements of

AN N W

the natural environment in the poets homeland Palestlne Yet, in our effort to read

environmental ethics in DJ;V% boe@' we should make a distinction
of n

between the physic stract d‘e ét(u;e and ethical awareness as expressed

in poetry. For am desgbﬁeﬁ how beautiful a landscape is without

relating thaE &@ape 0 the arg'ere ystem around cannot be described as an

ecologl 'ﬁtoutsbt distinction, most of the poems produced by

Row&poets for example @UId be considered ecological literature (Romantic
N

p% wed nature as a source of beauty and aesthetic experience— consider, for
I

d ple, William Wordsworth's "1 Wandered Lonely as a Cloud"). Whereas a rose is
ut a beautiful perennial flowering plant for some poets, it can be awe-inspiring for a

poet with ecological awareness.



One can read in Darwish's poetry a sizable part that features an uncompromising

nature— one that says "No" to the violations of the occupier, one that protests a
D

refuses to succumb to human cataclysmic will. This shows that we should treat nature

\

as persona to emphasis environmental subtlety and a strong relation§hip with
environment. The concerns of Darwish poems (human rights, humanw people and
their relationships) inform the need to appropriate Traer’s frame as the tool of
analysis. For this, | argue that reading Darwish's poetry u &:\/i nmental ethics
framework breaks a novel ground and contributes to unde taw‘morality
issues in his works. An environmental ethics frame is used to e’sti@}Twral

duties and ethics of environment in Mahmoud ish's p&fy.

NV
S‘Z‘

1211 Darwish's Model of Nature\ O

An astute critic should not turﬁﬁind eye\the%o ]@}t Darwish created by
his nature-featuring poems. A%e reaﬁing

&
that "No" to human violations,

produce a model of an unswervi n] %
protesting and even re%wz succumb to E'rﬁas@taclysmic will. Shreds of such a
’
strong-willed, resoll&ature CFTNS e f@n many poems by Darwish. Unlike
AN /.

many nature poets, Darwish does not portray a reciprocal relationship between man and

N e DU Y
nature. The poet has provided a model of a nature which, in a sense, repudiates the

Qe | 1)) &

colonizer and its deleterious actions against the elements of nature: the plants, the
AV ey _ _

animals and the physical nature. We hear in Darwish's poetry a voice— often of an
o ™~

animal, a bird, a tree, a mountain, an orchard, a spring, a stone, a plot of land—

N
rwiqé? poetry will more likely

\s¥oliloquizing or engaging in a dialogue with the colonizer. The voice, priding itself on
\a heritage that spans thousands of years, is holding out and withstanding the occupier's

atrocities, even refusing its de facto presence in a given place. Throughout many of his



works, Darwish describes not only elements of nature, but also nature itself (through
animals, plants, seas, starts, the sun, the moon) engaging in a dialogue with the OW
or utters soliloquies simulating a dialogue or speaking thoughts. While @s icism
maintains that "literature cannot be approached in a way that sets m nature in
opposition to each other" (Klue, 2008), in Darwish's poetry there two kinds of
humans: one that lives in harmony with nature (the natives)ﬁ. e that stands in

l

While the research sits within the broader philosophical f dedressing
"X

tualizelenvir nr’uer@ethics

an% e d@'rate over

at en\@:ﬁental ethics

uses more-gi ectl@ uman behavior"

(Platz, 65). Environmental ethics f% on the \Dle$s

N,
world, and leaves the door op ha@elp identify and tackle
such problems. It is this inQEdis ' 1 wope @ure of environmental ethics
that has allowed literar§icriticism to step forward. T@'said, | draw on a work by Robert
4 $ &
Traer, whose disc;g‘J s‘hgis estaql \N{ hin tglarger domain of environmental ethics.
rk e

nd pts:ci&‘ls, duties, characters, and relationships.

Traer built his \K
#

I demonstra (!Eoioe b hr{me(ﬁ)arwish are juxtaposed against this quadrant

N
system ({n, nmental J’ps, wIwEh enable an excavation of an unstable alliance

bt\%t" d stat lc%:g. that the implication of reading Mahmoud
€ clivism and states. argue tha € Implication Or reaaing ivianmou
N

\Sh from an environmental ethics perspective is pertinent to set the stage for

d gical ethics regarding the assumptions about people and the new combat fields to
h

ich environmental activists can turn their attention. An example of such fields is the

opposition to nature (the occupier).

issues of morality, | narrow its scope to especially ¢

to suggest the various fragmentation at human/
the issue at hand, we should, however, be cog@
does not, per se, deal with literary texts;as |

J(a\?s bring to the natural




Palestinian—Israeli conflict and its continuities and discontinuities in morality and
identity. T

An astute critic should not turn a blind eye to the model that Dar@ated
through his nature-featuring poems . The new challenge that preﬁ@&self here
concerns the new arena where the environmentalists have to fight—\t is one where
activists should equate an occupying state, Israel, with major aify’land and water
pollutants as well as with malicious destructive urbanizati §ze.

have accordingly.

But there is also an impulse of the state of moral cter tow S poetry,

a system of responsible behavior that characteriz

e relationshi k@ the

worla! ish' \ﬁ%ﬁ-human
e sun,&g{doon stars—

not only squabble with the occupier (ar&a remindin op@gbrs of their moral

duties), but also narrate experiences 0f mutua

indigenous people (Palestinians) and their

personas— birds, horses, stones, mountains;

|de n h'\the indigenous people.

It is a system of ident|f| ut af&o of dlpro and mutual experience.
David Bohm (1976) argues that nature IM action toward it: "experience

with nature is very mu% perience wit d eings. If one approaches another
4

man with a fixed 'theory' abo‘l s an ' y against whom one must defend
himself, he wil esp l u 's 'theory‘ will apparently be confirmed
by experien %Iarly natur |!T ree.pjo d in accordance with the theory with which
itis appr, §p' 6)JA e d ver \of this reciprocity is evinced by Grenier (2019),

whq.g&s that although hur@ by nature, might not be able to reach a level that

a em to accept reciprocity with nature, they can still change their position— thus

6 owledging that nature is the source of their life, and behaving accordingly.

But whether this assumption is true or not is often questionable. Environmental

ethicists, when they try to address the issue of destruction humans have brought to



nature, assume that their arguments can still be heard and that campaigning for
initiatives that reduce human assault on nature will somehow pay off. This coul

for, say, a state depleting its own natural resources, and believing simult@ that
what it does is environmentally deleterious (Barrow 2014). Yet this isﬂ&e case for
a colonizing state, which deliberately destroys anything that has vest&ﬁ Palestinian
identity, for instance, a natural resource, a forest, a river, a field, a dow, or even an
archeological site. Every day, it is said that the occupier &; uts down trees,

focusing on olives, which have for thousands of years remained Pwn natlonal

made| it | ti:ﬁa_{%r the
ta% 018, the United

ionsi ions, agaix\st ISrael (U Vi'ive, 2018a).
So far, the Palestinian question wa}ed unpre ted@ﬁical debate at the

international level. The united natlo most o q{bmmunlty have voiced

their concerns over Israel's tran%m of'hum mghts(gé?he Palestinian occupied

territories. The discourse has bee OT in ature as such politics has always

led the debate on Pale% ere refi ;ﬁ o‘t@solutlons by the United Nations
would tell how this lem hai \{se tral t QE?UN debate for more than 70 years).

Darwish ng \ﬁ'o th ‘éﬁﬁe to ask questions about human moral
Fetire

@ is treated as a persona, the message

symbol. The destructions reached unheard of level

United Nations to make Israel the most cond

respon3|b|I|t taml wh
commu an readil ‘,undechod within a framework of human moral duties—
whlm&wans have toward t@smal landscape. And when the discussion is about
t engmg realities of activism, we need to bear in mind that the questions raised
0 far by environmentalists exclusively lie at the heart of concerns related to social,

ultural and economic activities, which result in detrimental impacts that transpire as



climate change, deforestation, greenhouse effect, release of chemicals into nature, as
well as expanding urbanization and industrialization. T
Yet, in Palestine, the picture is gloomier, and it is more challeng@i
engaged in ecological debate. A further dimension (one beyond the OC|aI and
economic aspects) comes into play— one which directly resultsW the Israeli

occupation's assault on both the Palestinians and their environrqunnstrom 2018).

This is a challenge that needs to be addressed by environ , er also by human

rights organizations as well as the international communttyat lar \d

. "%
sts have ye bﬁ@ately

It is the case that moral ecologists and environm

aware of this dilemma, which should requi
environmental groups around the globe tw

ravaging of what has remained fromwae

movements have recently become a ft e on

In early 2003, American huma% actl st R
group from the United Stat: %he ingdo

the Israeli bloodshed Y:ple lale |&n~@'
seeing the Israeli w bulli 0|IS Palestinian houses and water wells
and leveling c vatee fiel 'od |e5ﬁ“ént of an armored bulldozer, which ran
over her an s d he to d h‘ﬁ'l‘@/l cidence later inspired individuals affiliated
with e |r nt novements an@her international activists, who now come

reg%hough in few numbe\s\atb demonstrate against the occupier's atrocities in the

0 \hd territories. Such defiance can be heartened not only by environmental

G ments, but also by literary texts.
A case in point is the way Darwish's poetry is approached from an environmental

ethics standpoint. An engaging reading should not turn a blind eye to the model that



Darwish has created by his poems that feature nature as a persona. A sensitive look into
Darwish's poetry will more likely identify a framework of an unswerving natw
protests and refuses to succumb to human’s violent will. Shreds of such a s@illed,
resolute nature can easily be found in many poems by Darwish. Unlike ﬂMoets who
discuss nature, Darwish does not portray a direct, reciprocal relationmtween man
and nature. While ecocriticism, for example, maintains that litérature cannot be
approached in a way that sets man and nature in oppositio }X:t r (Klue, 2008),

in Darwish's poetry there are two kinds of humans (ane, as a ew forms of

g
relationships): the Palestinians who live in harmony ture and t sr‘el' é&upier
who stands in opposition to nature. Therefore, setti arxi&lfs in Q@Bsition to

the occupier’s assault on both nature and W is a:T]uit ationalg;mption. By
focusing on his poems, Darwish want %unicate to or t literature could

help the dynamics for change, for t

to the world, believing it has i%e '?nobi i eupeo@oward action that helps

&
thwart violations of the riggih ~In ma@poetry functions like media
platforms that expose% 0

I
1.2.2 Stateme\{sNeP' | ('\?,(_J

Critics.0 moud Dar h'ﬁav@ elt on the poet's artistic performance as well

% NN
as speciQe, s found.i ‘g bodyw&?works he produced; some accounts of his works

0 )@\ms his poetry to reach

do ist. Such scholarshi@s’umes that in his works there lies a range of social,

p%xhical and political views, a speculation about which would lend insights to the
0

é' political context in which he composed his poetry, as well as the universal themes
e

might have intended to convey. The works produced so far are prolific and fruitful—



helping the readers grasp the ideas and meanings and better identify the themes of one
of the most prominent literary figures of the Arab region in modern times. T

Existing criticisms of Darwish's poetry comprises reflections on the v@ poet
related to the world around, through particular themes— such as homeﬁ&er father,
self, siege, exile (Areqi 2014), to symbols, images and metaphors.R?ritical works

nonetheless saw a relationship between his writing and graqual themes of a

Apart from the questions related to the homeland nati aans in his
- Or * X

poetry, Darwish has won a reputation for being a poet whose works have dealt, in part,
-

homeland that was lost to Zionism in 1948 (Khan 2018).

- —

with nature— with hundreds of poems featuring the elements of the natural environment
~

‘w o who &

in the poet's homeland, Palestine (Celik ZOOSJ VT those who studled nature in

Darwish have either focused on this poetry as it pertalns to reS|stance against the
o/

™ 4
occupier or approached it from an ecocritical perspectlve (see for example, Ahmed, et

al. 2012; Ahmed and Hashim Z%med find Hashim 2@
As is the long-standi }m iterary crthE‘m analyzing poetry usually

draws on one (or mo% e theo es f unH Khie productive and relevant. For

Darwish's poetry, IQQ ara

analysis; formalist a

\I\L ditio 5.]./and critical approaches— thematic

—

‘% new scholarly attempts. However, critical initiatives are never exhaustive— as
Q mbiguities in Darwish's works would always allow for new contributions. In his
euvre, many poems might entice a reader because of their elevated or simple language

on the one hand and their subject matters on the other. But these are not the only aspects



that make people obsessed with his poetry. In many poems, Darwish seems as though
he was giving lessons of morality. So far, criticisms have fallen short of explorwﬂws
vein, specifically ethical chaos (the disruptions and unstablling nature of lif \pled

Palestine and uncertainties surrounding life in Palestine) and identity @&Darwish's

poems. ?
'Walways be read

Darwish's oeuvre is condensed, and the themes and moti
from different perspectives. Questions abound in this regards C;Id [rarwish's poetry

be read as an act of debunking the occupier's counter-in 0rs 0 pWenshrined
3

in religious teachings, philosophical arguments and national | IiaE\Q}rwish
managed to expose the system of inhuman, cru i ier b{s‘)@reated in

ies the,@g:inians have
been subject to? \ é

A survey of literary accounts rwish re\'ed ha ‘?&smg his works within

a framework of environmental % yeﬂo be n u@ date, and as the review

of the state of the art showeq: h| ' esen @ls tried to bridge. The

fact is that Darwish’s poetry has not often regarded as a call for ethics. This dissertation

— D Infdf

thus conducted an in-depth an?lysns of his poetry to elaborate how he portrayed the

challenging re

relationshi pi h i
features mpr i ‘put ra@al nature— one that says "No" to the violations

0 OCcupier, one that pro nad even reruses to succumb 10 human catac ySITIIC
ft that te\\dd fuses t b to h tacl

everal poems, we hear many voices— a stone wondering what is happening, a
Q confused, an animal baffled by faces it cannot recognize (those of the Israeli
oldiers and settlers), grass rejecting the feet it is not habituated to (Darraj 2008).
Nevertheless, in all these voices, we read one persona— that of the poet himself, for "the

11



persona in Darwish's poetry is not only about a man expelled from his homeland, but
also a poet who records the feelings and aspirations of his community. The persow
public voices are always co-mingled and the persona-poet's distress is th@oche
for that of an entire people” (Snir 2008: p. 127). Darwish's poetry a s broader
issues of ecological ethics, namely the environmental defiance of hu centeredness,
with the latter being firmly established in western ethical thinkin tley & Routley,
1980). There exist fascinating potentials in terms of how %

'S pf)etry articulates

and grapples with the trauma the land of Palestine has red cWhe Zionist
X

rwish's pe ar’pg@g al of

th% and\Bﬁ]ans and

on oT howsbeing and virtuous

is primarily based on relationships ol@respect ver@‘wuh the Zionist

occupier, Darwish's personas evoke such prlnC|pIes of healthy relationships and the

' o}‘
moral duties of people. ‘%
\] \‘f}-

The study surveys prlmary and secondary sources -and, using Traer's tripartite of

religious teachings, p prm g&n& mb'natlonal laws, it analyzes poetic
u

S (fd(eYs of teleological ethics in which the

occupier. The main function of this thesis is explori
how the relationship between humans and hu

the natural world, on the other, should be. Itfis.a |

elements where

moral duties an he da mpl& environmentalist are being challenged.

This readin a |sh an be keh a{jaodel and driver for mobilizing international
g

enwron%

C g on the land of Pal@d The poems to be discussed characterize a situation

ganizatio ?nd seﬂgﬁzing them to the hazards the Israeli occupation

es a testing problem, a real challenge for such organizations, given the
Q ictions Israel imposes on access to the occupied Palestinian territories, with
ternational initiatives always thwarted and stifled by Israeli imprudence

12



The thread of rights and duties will illuminate into Darwish's characterization of
morality and human responsibilities. An astute reading of Darwish's poetry (frow
of Siege— first published in 1982, all the way through his later works) WO@Ie to
unearth a heightened awareness of what the nature of relationships bﬂk@ humans
should be. It is not uncommon to see the poet asking questions about Cliaracters, rights,
duties and relationships. All the same, it is pointless to see in aMarwish‘s poems
anything but dehumanization of the occupier for viola ’Y:}L'adruple system
. By focusing on poems written by Darwish, the in | precept £ it means
being Palestinian under the Israeli occupation can evealed. Thi i' @V‘; of
statements showing episodes of suffering, of ri ated, Of duti nor\ogérved, of

5

healthy and unhealthy relationships, and ofw welkas char

The thesis argues that in many o‘wa&s, Mahm ar@srfrequently refers

to the doctrines of teleological ethieﬁoral phl\phg h r@\past experiences and
loSy N,
religious scriptures/books (T Quﬁan, «Ol stament and the New

Testament)— the tripartite tekf aT IS poseé@/ Traer— to illuminate issues
ict, mély@ rights of the occupied people to

pertaining to the Pales gl's conf:
4 2

decent life and clea vironr@ duti the occupier not to assault on those
rights. &
e

¢
The th g@olore how ter&tu can expose the disruptions of ethical systems
ks

_ N o _
that env, 'pmenmlkts have to address within the context of socio-

polimability. \c.}?.

%\&vironmental ethicists, when addressing the issue of human’s destruction of
a

Q e, assume that their arguments are heard and that campaigning for initiatives that
duce those destructions will somehow pay off. This may be true for, say, a state that

depletes its own natural resources while believing simultaneously that this action is

13



environmentally harmful (Barrow, 2014). Yet this is not the case for a colonizing state,
which deliberately destroys anything that has vestiges of Palestinian identwm
instance, a natural resource, a forest, a river, a field, a meadow, or even an a@% ical
site. A

The basic argument in this thesis, therefore, is that drawing Wironmental

ethics when reading Darwish's poetry breaks a novel ground qu i inates well into

the morality issues as perceived by the poet. The novel readh t 0|'Iy lays bare the
state of moral chaos in occupied Palestine, but also ques and iths into the

oy
spaces of ethical identity with respect to rights, d@racters nd at]o@s.
4

Y-v

Y
1.2.3 Questions of the Study VY-W \ Q‘r

The present study answers the f Ing'questions: é

S
2. How does Mahmoud D%poetﬂ/ exemplify ironmental subtlety?

3. How do Darwish's mterrr spaces o‘fg@tal identity in terms of rights,
tio

duties, moral ¢ , and relati hids @ the environment?
v
Arr &
1.2.4 Objectives of'the S N
AN 1 (O

The rese

1. How do Mahmoud Darwis)'egsms sho Wes tj@‘& of ethical chaos?

0S;

vestigate the ways in which Darwish's poetry exemplifies Environmental

QE subtlety; and



3. Explain the ways in whch Darwish's poems interrogate spaces of ethical identity

in terms of rights, duties, moral characters and relationships WYM%

environment. (q\
1.2.5 Scope of the Study Q

Darwish wrote 10 books of prose and 30 volumes of poetry,*#4 of which have
been translated to English. This corpus adequately acc Cr tf'e themes to be

discussed in this thesis. Therefore, in this study, I consi e English
X
translations. Most critical works on Darwish's te@n Avrabic, Ie'so_@) re in
French. To reach English-speaking readers, te me i t@ical and
biographical works written in English. Whilg thi meax\s 0 ookin@zge engaging

accounts written in Arabic and Fre e.g, , théhglish works are

Deib,
sufficient for our present analysis. Cf) \T ,<\
N
In addition, my analysiseon \ﬂorks wisl{é%duced beginning in the

1980s. Since Darwish's po in the 1L an 197@ somehow irrelevant as they

concern his childhood% er, hisidete i‘gt‘] i@aeli prisons, and his love), with
4
eiThetheod]

little philosophical centent, thef/ get é luded from the analysis. As such, |

study Darwish's@(hat enb t&e’en 1980 and 2008. It is during this phase
‘ . ¢

that his poems

_ N - -
to have% the detr] PI mp@ of the Israeli colonizer on the Palestinians and

theim&al world. His texts raisevissues pertaining to human systems of relationships
a3

@ual respect, as well as transgressions against such systems.

!
eraEt;)fhese are texts in which the poet can be said



1.2.6 Significance of the Study

As is the long-standing tradition in literary criticism, analyzing poetryw
draws on one (or more) of the theories found to be productive and r@} For
Darwish's poetry, this is a range of traditional and critical approa thematic

analysis; formalist analysis; psychoanalytical criticism; historical an@d/or postcolonial

criticism; literary biography; close reading and social psychol oststructuralist.
| Z

The study offers a new perspective in approaching Palesti it atur'e in general, and
y
the works of Darwish in particular. The extensive exa ion of literary texts on the
I o *. T

Palestine—Israel conflict through the lens of moral philosophy may be Qisgp\tangled,

- —

underscored and scrutinized. The reading may result in awareness regardlng the ways
Y~ ON\NY v
such a new perspective might illuminate into different approaches to the conflict in a

LY o L2

region that has been the scene for violence for around a century, which may, in turn,
y o/

N ﬂ“ 4

urge for contemplating new paradlgms for debates/dlscussmns on the Palestinian cause.
'

The results of the research could}a |I|zQJ and halle ('?he current landscape of

N
environmental ethics (isab % ph1a hat eg‘&lnes the ethical questions and
Z nd ln

moral relationships b umans atmal world (Palmer et al., 2014).

d ’
Equally, the resear Iw\ht glv‘e \ms 'S pcém reading that is unique, one that has

ge vté\ﬁ'(e of Darwish's criticism has touched on
many poeti i
readmg%k

morjAes as well as mora{e\jﬁdonsibilities' and presents an avant-garde reading

t \Id further our understanding of Darwish's works, and as well allow the same

G ach to be used to study other Palestinian writers, and even writers from other parts
f

the world

nd pb(?ophlcal aspects in his works. Ecocritical

16



So far the existing literature has provided readings in Palestinian literature that

have engaged questions in fields as diverse as politics, culture, resistance, ecocriticism,

AN

exile, diaspora, human spaces, psychology, anthropology, and sociology. To date, as

\

the case may be, research on Palestinian literature has fallen short of bringing
environmental ethics into central investigation. ?

The present research is an attempt to bridge this Iacunmzkon that using
environmental ethcs as an approach to Darwish's poetry kSya ntivel ground and
contributes to the understanding of morality issues and h 's (ir re's‘pswe‘behavior
toward the other and the environment. The basic pre is that Darwi '#p@‘z;oes

not only challenge the realities of activism, b de% I ch@gzters and

relationships with environment (which is afginv |gaﬁ?n ofsthe etr&tumultuous

ess @‘(he superiority of

circumstances). It also calls for repudiati an cente
,s@h thinking are firmly

the white man (and the inferiority ﬁ%ers). \m&s
N,

established in Western ethical t%(Rouﬂey a outl 80). Because the Israeli

&
occupation is, in the first p h’enlr se gin@and established by the West
de

(Karatas 2020), the w% cupati s}v&ith@e native Palestinians is based on
d &
\ag vis-a-vis'their Jewish counterparts (B'Tselem

<

ch prejudice is touching on their very existence—

prejudice, putting th

atadisi

2021).  Palestinian

!
apart from t &@lhat e est Iisﬁmtnit?f the state of Israel has already made more
% NN
than ha% Palestifia }efugeéﬁn the neighboring countries, they have had no
| .
cho to resist, and in dlf@ﬁ forms.

\‘le form of Palestinian resistance is through writing. This is a line of literature
aken by writers such as Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, Ghassan Kanafani, Mahmoud Darwish,
awaz Turki, Sahar Khalifeh, Samih al Qasim and Fadwa Tugan. These authors have

chosen “imaginative forms to reconstruct their history and voice their identity” (Mir



2013: p. 110). It is quite relevant, for the purpose of this analysis, to look specifically at
Darwish's poetry, which seems to address questions of ethical concerns when if?ﬂ!s

to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. (’}

| argue that there exist fascinating potentials in terms of how S poetry
articulates and grapples with the trauma the land of Palestine has sufféred because of
the Zionist occupier. Darwish's conceptualization of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is a
statement of environmental ethics. The main purpose igthes"s is to explore
Darwish's extraordinary portrayal of how the relations mon hWn the one
"a X
hand, and between humans and the natural world o ther, oug 'e;\&f}m be
understood as an ethical reflection on how bei an% prim??ly based

on relationships of mutual respect. In convﬁi@ ith w%wist oc@gr., Darwish's
C‘ ~ F

personas evoke such principles of healthy relationships and the moral duties of people.

: N L
The study surveys primary and secondary sources, and by using Traer's tripartite

J o Y &
system of religious teaching i ophi@al pri oripleg(/ international laws, it
analyzes the poetic eleme %& D[ S worlﬁesent models of teleological
ES e fu

ethics in which the m ties and t a
b 4 b 4

&
are being challenged®Ihis re% wisrgalmodel and a medium for mobilizing
international enq ntal i 'IOHS arﬁféensitizing them to the hazards the Israeli

¢
ing upon t Pa'le inian land. The poems to be analyzed feature a

|‘na® principles of environmentalism

occupation i I
- - - \ - - -
S|tuat|01(h{¢, es afestin oblené\areal challenge for such organizations, given the
restrictions Israel imposes o@tess to the occupied Palestinian territories, with
‘@onal initiatives occasionally thwarted and stifled by Israeli imprudence. The
hread of rights and duties in Darwish's texts will illuminate into the poet's
aracterization of morality and human responsibilities. Analyzing Darwish's poetry

(from State of Siege— first published in 1982, all the way through his later works) is
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expected to unearth a heightened awareness of what the nature of relationships between
humans should be. Indeed, it is not uncommon to see the poet raising question?ﬁm
characters, rights, duties and relationships. All the same, it is pointless r@yj e in
many of Darwish's poems a form of dehumanization of the occupier iglating this
quadruple system. Y'

The findings of this study might rebound to the advantage of the people engaged
in research related to building and developing ecological e (Y:m,nain that is still
in its infancy. The study analyzed the vibrancy of enviro tal ethicsacr E)arwish's
arding| the ha'le_&ggrthat
the fi€l nd i%&)pe SO as

he w\nw ment@iin, 2015).
Simultaneously, the findings might rNusacion agal um %ghts conundrums

concerning the Palestine socio-poli(c%at has fer, g”\h)r more than seventy-
N,

two years under the yoke of the%\io
\i gﬁ}their natural world (United

spared neither the lives oaiie |gT
Nations, 2018b).This% t envirgnme allaa@ts are calling people to save and

4 $ &
protect nature. Th'&esn’t gl) rell t%cddat is happening in the Palestinian —
Israeli cndflict @app | esti aganst what environmental activsts are
’ J (.,g
calling and i ng people to .ﬁ'h@' a lot of destruction , terror , feare , so all
_ % N
these c%

ces Je }he vielation of all the standards f envrnmental ethics
phll®. >
9

poems, as the dimensions explored— particularl

=

environmental ethics are still grappling with—

to address the ever-increasing pressurew

il ra y this occupier that has

OE Research Theoretical Framework
In this section, | look at the theoretical framework on which the study was based.

First, | present several readings on ecocriticism and then environmental ethics as a



branch of philosophy that focuses on studying the relationship of humans with their
non-human surroundings. Next, I discuss deep ecology, a domain that seeks to p

and advocate the inalienable intrinsic value of all living things, regard@their
instrumental value. The principles of deep ecology are then tied ﬁ&ethics of

tumultuous circumstances and the ethical identity in Darwish’s poeq using Traer’s

model. \)
1.3.1 Ecocriticism .\d

X
Ecocriticism is a natural result of the literat nature, h’h@een a

recurrent theme in the West during the past dec

cor@ g Ga.q?:a (2004),
the early works of ecocentrism were very&muc
wilderness narrative and nature writing™ (5). Recent

ecocritics has been turned to a mo@%\eral ﬁ\%o i 'l\%‘m which focuses on
5. 0
ru%r r9n' qﬁ.‘k?

by " antic poetry,

(<

we the attention of

"popular scientific writing, fil t, architecture ant(j'Q er cultural artifacts such
S

ta :ul.' aﬂbfontemplated the physical nature

n
s though

'3

as theme parks, zoos and s Nmal[‘ :

Human beings h

around. As a conce ere ore' as algg)w been there. However, it was only in

the late 20" century pe dto E)éﬁnto ways by which literature can tell us

!

¢

about our re g&@ip to/natur na'thb‘ﬁaards it suffers. In their quest to unveil such
Q‘v "

a relati((szpl anygliter ,critics&\such as Keith Thomas, Leo Marx and Carolyn

Mer, to name some) pro@d works in the 1960s and 1970s that set the stage for
‘@hism, a term coined by William Rueckert in his 1978 essay "Literature and
ogy: An Experiment in Ecocriticism.” Today, the field is one of the most important

reas of literary studies. Many academic institutions around the globe have incorporated

ecocriticism studies within their literature programs. Today, ecocriticism has become a
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full-fledged interdisciplinary field of study. When William Rueckert first introduced the
concept of ecocriticism in 1978, he provided no definition of the term; rawlhe

described his effort as an attempt to "discover something about the ecology (of ture,

or to develop an ecological poetics by applying ecological concepts‘f% reading,
teaching and writing about literature” (Glotfelty and Fromm 107). F&%rt based his
argument on the belief that literature can contribute to, and e eMe, the emerging
movements aiming to save nature and its resources. His atte X.

the‘first step toward

answering questions regarding the relationship between re an Iw Rueckert

@

™ o
across all_f tlpn@non-

iti% ugm\‘f;gaether to

ined\by irresp@;zth)'le activities
of humans. Ecocentrism, therefore, cawanges in deeisions @ﬁding the human-—

nature relationship (Porritt & WinnWS). \T ,<\
": y N,
Part of what ecocriticism%e is 9 [

was able to identify such methods in some literary

fiction genres. In ecocentrism, ecology and li

restore the health of nature, which has beew

s isacon butio(ng('.?lluminating explicit and
implicit meanings in a liter boh. T mise is t@derstanding our relationship
to the elements of na the ?T;J:' éne@!ed influence— can provide new
insights into the e we exerlt \r'ral ze a %&}/ of literature. This is one facet (with

St
the other beinw ighthi ' ca@ turn, furnish for interpreting such a
¢
relationship &)S garnered uéh Qt_tig?tion from critics. Many of the postmodern
% NN

literary %

nat these works, human@’the major players, and the other elements (physical
n% “plants and animals) are always the affected sides— often helpless and acquiescing
0 the w

ill of humans. Ecocritics taking up such works usually look at the parts of a text

D

oduced s have<¥>epicted the adverse impact humans have had on

,q

here the author features a natural element that has been violated, an animal killed or

abused for unjustifiable reasons, a forest cut down for the benefit of, say,
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industrialization, or a beautiful landscape ruined to create additional space for more
buildings. Y~

Poetry is one literary genre that has always provided us with cul%\odels
where nature is featured in its relation to humans. When the main con!Apf poets is
communicating messages on an ecosystem suffering imbalances bery humans,

A
they produce what is now known as ecopoetry, a poetic form which offers us a response

A
to the destruction that industrialization, civilization and wars have inflicted on our
1Y |
i y

planet— evidence of which can readily be found in the works of postmodern nature poets
v ' v e ‘Qw
| o -
(for example, Ted Hughes, Forrest Gander, Jack Collom). Now what a ‘po_e_‘t\does is

- —

providing insights into new ways of relating with the phyS|caI nature and its speC|es In

\\ AV"'

a sense, ecopoetry investigates the complex web of relationships between human and

LY (o L

nonhuman worlds. Once it such relationships— which are usually unhealthy— it
o/

2 Fi 4
sometimes proceeds to offer solutions, often through messages stated or implied.

| NI L A
There are two major approaches to nature in poetry. The Romantic model is there

ew\}\]&‘

to praise and celebrate nature, while ec o!l!'r? focuses on the destruction humans inflict
-V <

on nature. The idea of destruction brought by humans to nature has been a recurring

T (Il il

theme in works by many poets (see for example, T.S. Eliot's Waste Land, Philip

- {A
Larkin's Going, Going) In the Iatter humans are active, and nature is always the

g D
affected side, the passwe reC|p|ent " (’)

% pts th the<field coexisted with postmodern efforts to correct
m& !

ablished concepts t@'évalled in the West, in general, and the Anglo-Saxon
n particular. This has resulted in calls for reconsidering and redefining the ways
eople should relate to race, sex, class, history, author, context and place. It was within

is context that environmental criticism came to emphasize the importance of the more-
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than-human world and to protest against human activities that have caused massive
destruction on the planet.

Ecocritics have taken many literary forms and genres as they analyz@%with
ecological concerns. However, the ecocritical approach to analyzin y is still
nascent and has yet to garner proper attention from ecocritics. Several p@stmodern poets
addressed issues of ecological dimensions; their works meant to raise a hue and cry

X

about the damage humans bring to the environment. So on'the other hand,

have unintentionally addressed ecological themes. Writi out t piWs religion,
23
metaphysics and new technologies, these poets mi t have ha e'in@n to

depict issues of environmental significance, whi e % to @3 literary

work with ecological vein an "ecotext". TW has proli d in literary

criticism— at large describing IiteratuN&rasing issu ate@ﬁhe environment.

The emergence of environmental @%al partl\amTGr ep:bfganizations, and the
N,
resulting ecological awareness%ven ﬁse t ategéwoc:g3 focusing on nature and

place in literary texts. Liter MS o[ em asize@idea that Man and the more-

than-human world bel existential in'\/\@ an individual element cannot be
4 ’ &
ithin_the lar.

discussed without inftegrating i‘ context. Since the late 20" century,

humans have sth nd ' size(g‘l’he destruction they have inflicted on the
¢
natural envir w. 4 (j)
NN
N% estray ‘gsts, Iﬁed animals, polluted the air and the sea, and
Y-

plurﬁthe planet. Eco-tex@ne as a response to this large scale of destruction.

id not fall behind. Poetry, as a literary genre, has always provided us with
ultural models where nature is featured in its relation to humans. (Porritt and Winner
988) . When the main concern of poets is communicating messages on an ecosystem

suffering imbalances brought by humans, they produce what is now known as
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ecopoetry, a poetic form which offers us a response to the destruction that
industrialization, civilization and wars have inflicted on our planet— evidence of which

can readily be found in the works of postmodern nature poets (for example, 'I"_eg Hughes,

Forrest Gander, Jack Collom). Now what a poet does is providing insightsv into new

.
ways of relating with the physical nature and its species. This means that the poet
oY
shedlights on the parts of his poetry where an animal is abused , a forest destroyed
A
...etc . In a sense, ecopoetry investigates the complex web of relationships between
1V !
X »

human and nonhuman worlds. Once it examines such relationships— which are usually
o A Y I e X
unhealthy— it sometimes proceeds to offer solutions, often through messages stated or

, -
implied. Interestingly, this didactic function@rat@séjroo\&/vn moral

philosophy, as demonstrated below. \) W g
\3 ®)
1.3.2 Moral Philosophy (ﬁ \T ,<\

2
Principles of moral philo rigingted it Vgg., came to define a system
of opposites which involv hg or ings, w @ right and what is wrong in
d

human behavior and relati s. Init
4 ’ &

looks particularly a an re@ as e>ges5ed in a set of dichotomies (or binary

opposites) suchas " " Vi tavil”, a m%‘ll as what an individual is obliged to do

I

[

or refrain @g in a specific Jw@&? in the real world (Fieser, 2006).
s

aﬁo@human values, moral philosophy

N

U(t{, eco }of eké\zoth century, issues of inquiry within moral
Y.

philg;@ had focused excl@y on moral issues as they manifest themselves in
hg\beflationships, to the exclusion of other entities (living or inanimate) sharing the
t

with us. Questions of human relationship to the non-human world would at that
me be considered only in as much as the issues in question affected human beings. As

Brennan and Lo (2011) put it, traditional western perspectives “either assign intrinsic
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value only to human beings alone (strong anthropocentrism) or they assign a
significantly greater amount of intrinsic value to human beings than to any non Yﬂm
things" (p. 18). In the strictest sense, such anthropocentrism thinking WO@ShOI’t
of setting definite boundaries between what is wrong and what is rig ating the
non-human world, "except to the extent that such treatment mad to bad
consequences for human beings” (p. 19).

Such traditional western perspectives have led to m nsequences on
both the human and the natural surroundings. In Palestin elc tWare issues

L ]
regarding the ethics of the tumultuous circumstances t and betwee e’P@hians

and decent life. There are also questions pertaini e % occ@’ ng state:

f anether te,é[';;, the way it
treats those citizens, its duties towawad and th uralé{hronment of that

territory, and the rights it con5|sten Iates I gcr t;@ﬁa chaotic geopolitical

ambience. é

| Y\ «\j §
1.3.3 Enwronmenta% I '0’
ST &

its obligations as a state controlling by forcw zen

'3
Against this Bq@rop cl ocen and escalation of environmental
destruction by % en aI e emerged as a discipline that extends

¢

beyond hum 0 the nan-hu Jor@?lcShane 2009). Although moral philosophy
kestlahsgj& the é\lonshlp of humans with nature, environmental
Y-v

eth| 0 began to emerge a@bfleld of philosophy in the 1970s (McShane, 2009).
% nch of moral philosophy, environmental ethics is motivated by the inclination
ild “ethical theories that did a better job of accounting for our moral obligations to

Q nonhuman natural world” (McShane, 2009, p. 407).
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Literary criticism in environmental ethics considers the different relations
between a literary work and the natural world (Buell, 2001). Proponents of ec?ﬂul
ethics urge the literature to respond to today's ecological hazards and call @ctlve
involvement of science and technology in mitigating the adverse eff human’s
disruption of nature. Y'

Many of the postmodern literary works produced so far have cted the adverse
impact of humans on the natural world. In these works, h %

re the main players,

while other elements (physical nature, plants and anima alw ysWted sides,
L ]

igs of such sps_l{@‘:)ok

elemfn as @wolated

ut do@x;r the benefit
reat@ditional space for

gébythe state of Israel in
N

the occupied Palestinian tern% eﬁ' to Ieterizg. ffects and spontaneous
breakdown of the demograpi;%he T .Th @upymg state has changed the
an the dle

stable into the unstab%

4
farmer into the wc;&nthe CO‘ \*se emﬁ.&nd the landlord into the pathetic, ill-
fated person. %

NG
7 "'7('}

*
1.3.4 % al Diities JaStaté\
Y.
Ally viewed as integ@ the tenets of moral philosophy, the moral duties of

a e not only toward its own citizens, but also toward other nations (Sorley, 2013).

: has to do with the concept of rights, as enshrined in religious teachings,
ternational law that regulates relations between nations and philosophical arguments

often helpless and acquiescing to the will of humans.

at the parts of the text where the author features

an animal Kkilled or abused for an unjustifia n;

of, say, industrialization; or a beautif %s)pe ruine

more buildings. The tremendous le dlsorgan\m ca

int he citizen into the refugee, the
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pertaining to ethical behavior (Traer, 2013). The set of duties has, just like the system
that regulates relationships between individuals, indicators and counter-indicatcv

One indicator of such duties would require a state to respect the inte rmd th

(¢]

cohesion of the lands of other states, nations or communities. When orﬂ* occupies

territories under the sovereignty of another nation, then this mreaches its

commitment, under international law, not to assault on the iqte\MErl f other nations'

lands (UN Charter, 1945). A number of duties and their S ndi'lg rights can be

derived from this principle. First, the land integrity is ¢ ass ciw the right

5). This g ra’ri_&@‘;one

parto{ tion&/‘ﬁ]e Bible,

for example, commands people not to ki“% " hﬁu shalt not @nor to steal

their property ("Thou shalt not steal").\) O

Second, what is a right for Gﬂain na |\sh$Id aj@\be understood as an
N
inalienable right to another rela%on arf&l shouldube <ztioq?rued as a duty from that

certain nation not to breacf‘{XhEet 1 ated n. For example, the right to
"self-preservation sho% cognized a éld@' for all nations, so that, when

d &
i \eq act, gj.r/relation to one another should be

different nations @ught ‘
e

of nations to enjoy political independence (Oppenhei

nation is linked and maintained by a set of dutie

&,

rig all" (Sorley, 2013: p. 446). The Israeli
!
occupier ext IS rifvt tos f-p?ese_rcj\aion to mean encroachment on Palestinians'
%v NN
own riq% -preﬁM(aIso@T-determination), thus it has no problem killing
\ Y Y N
Palestintan children and wom@ those who pose no threat to its security (Amnesty
‘@ional, 2018). This is a flagrant breach of the UN Human Rights Council's
lution 25/38, which has established that

G everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a

peaceful manner, including through public protests without fear of reprisals
or of being intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten,
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arbitrarily arrested and detained, tortured, killed or subjected to enforced
disappearance. (UN Human Rights Council, 2014, p. 2)

Third, the duty of a state also involves refraining from invading, NY:
annexing, bombarding, and ruining the national possessions of oth@ (UN,
1974). In the Middle East conflict— which following the signing ol’?@lo Accords
came to be known as the Palestine-Israeli conflict— the counter-iﬁd@rs are multiple.
These involve a wide range of Israeli violations, includin Wal invasion of the
Palestinian land, destroying the local infrastructure, wiping off far ! dismembering
the territory, creating a complicated system of bypa ads, and impo g,a E&that
has been in place on Gaza for around 15 years now. 2 YA.\

Therefore, the duties to respect others, appreciate~their. values, ‘gbserve their

personal and private life, and above all, % thei O

other indicators (abound in Israel's history). As 'on? IieNsraeI is the state most
% A

condemned by UN organizations.? (@p%s om@e Middle East Eye that

haveQeen countered by

d %
Israel has "become globally M us for | ntleg%flegal, supremacist, hyper-

N
violent colonialism; itsgannexation of #md gpn@its terroristic military; and its

armies of fanatic Jewish settlers, d'a tlé' ragte than international rogues and land

thieves". &\ Q @
' N
Fourth, @of aintai ng th&%{égrity of other nations' territory also means
maintaini atus quo and efré?:ﬁng from making changes to the eco-system in
‘v’
that teﬁ'to n reality, oweveto\igt.hat the occupation authorities have ruined the soil
a Mater. B'Tselem, an Israe} human rights organization, reports that the Israeli
%’ﬂ settlers in the West Bank have always assaulted on the Palestinian natural
O/ironment as well as on Palestinian property. The actions include
blocking roadways, so as to impede Palestinian life and commerce. The
settlers also shoot solar panels on roofs of buildings, torch automobiles,
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shatter windowpanes and windshields, destroy crops, uproot trees, abuse
merchants and owners of stalls in the market. Some of these actions are
intended to force Palestinians to leave their homes and farmland, and
thereby enable the settlers to gain control of them. (B'Tselem, 2005) T

The same organization cited some violations in 2020, includinmafire to

mosques, stealing Palestinian farmers' property, beating cyclists, sYi'mg vehicles,

shooting at farmers, uprooting olive trees, torching fields, anﬁu@ oying herders'

property. All these occur, according to B'Tselem, under th rotRion of Israeli soldiers

l

(B'Tselem, 2020). \\d
L 2

This same duty also requires the occupier not t@unanipulate the natural r rces

IS

of the occupied territory, such as groundwater e culj,ur | estate (‘{?e Hague
Y

as-depleted fie Palestinian

Conventions, Article 55). And in fact, the Israeli ozupati

natural resources and transferred groud\@'the i
for decades, it has been disposing its waste in‘th bqq&? esgqian territories (Ashly,
(V? S‘ A
2017). To understand the signifl? of @xamini et@ chaos and identity as
o
understood by Darwish, it is M 0 obgi&ii the&&:’upying state has employed
N
chaotic dynamics in thtalegnian territori lhe&ﬂ% on the ground present support
to the argument that Israel¢has tuz@ Pfla%.nian landscape into a disorganized
background that @fﬁw@laim. <$
N
135 D %ﬂlogy \(J
= $2tp

ated extensive debates,_on ecological ethics have given rise to some sub-
2

divisions (or streams) within the field, including deep ecology, ecofeminism and social

raeli Qtlements. Worse,

proteecteed ( be human,nn-human, male , female ....eetc) Most of the questions

0 ogy.All these sub-divisions emerged to show that everything in thee earth should

environmentalists raise usually fall in one way or another within the broader philosophy
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of ecological ethics— as some have blamed philosophy of being the culprit behind the
ecological crisis (Kureethadam, 2018). The turn of philosophy to environmenta?ﬂ!s
has meant to sensitize people of the detrimental effects of the expansk@}man
activities on the natural world. This has required casting doubt on the al periority
of Man over the non-human world; hence the emergence of ecological movements, with
deep ecology being one of the major components. \)

Deep ecology has set a paradigm of general princi i m?st important of

which is an acknowledgment that the intrinsic value ature) (a ed or not
Ay

ependent hy’m&ﬁ%’eings

og% to p@'(;sophical

amaig peeple, p ents of deep

necessarily associated with the instrumental value)
(Naess,1995). Because restricting the debate

circles is not likely to nurture adequate a

S S %’j also be raised
&

ecology believe that awareness abo nvianmental

through other human sciences, incl%literatur\ﬁﬂs%a enat ed critics to examine
N

literary works through an envi%al etmcs fr ewor@hich in turn can benefit
from and expand through li hitic',s . N
z !

:' , ' &
1.3.6 Making t&i@fm\l\iﬁd ntity,.Ethical Chaos and Almost Human
In this sec'% iscu 'osel T&‘éted concepts that are fundamental to the
¢
foregoing difw: m alzgty', e fal chaos and almost human. Moral identity is

NN
a trend Q)} philgs At ca defined as "the degree to which being a moral

perstportant to an indiv@’s identity" (Hardy & Carlom, 2011). Scholars have
I Xussed the question on how a human can possess and live with a moral identity.

n-ancient Greek tradition, if a person knows good values, s/he would certainly have a

oral identity and behave accordingly (Kohlberg, 1969). This is, however, an ideal
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version of the concept, since the mere knowledge of moral values does not guarantee
commitment to moral identity (Blasi, 1980). Yv

With the internet revolution and the ease with which people can toda@cess
to information, it is almost untenable to assume that some people are iWN of moral

identities and duties, and therefore, there is solid ground for one to Rleve that those

who deny the fact that they inflict suffering on others are in fact doing‘this on purpose—
Ezion

—

with foreknowledge that their actions are morally ill. Th 'vvould certainly
create a state of moral chaos: knowing what is right and tis orwiisting on
d wrofg a m'rg@v;]an
C% i um@j"reeds (see
IS CO rned.@:qhe task of a

literary critic to decipher the ideas awat i mor@sues/problems as

& ‘X
1.4 chusion c.}/
\
this chapter, | provide an overview of the ways in which the Palestinian poet
moud Darwish depicts the challenging realities of activism, simultaneously

escribing moral characters and relationships. The first section in the chapter details the

background of the study (the aim, the questions, the objectives, the scope, the rationale
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and the significance). In this section, I also look at the model Darwish presents: one of
a nature that does not yield, one that denunciates the occupier, but identifies Wme
natives. (’}

I then discuss how Darwish's numerous references to nature couﬂ;yead as an
attempt to highlight issues on human beings and their civic cons€iousness. This
dissertation, I propose, is a call to the world's environmentalist rwlons to consider
their moral responsibility and contribute effectively to prot '%.Pe’estmlan natural
world and deter Israel's sustained efforts to assault on th an gh people of

Yw

Palestine via social media and other platforms. ' _\

In the second section, | provide an over thu[\ ; fram&\'/ork that

informed the analysis in the thesis. | partlc ly look aoﬁhe ion 0@3; duties; the

ani %vhere the present
&)

moral responsibility of a state; and de coI

research can fit well. Thisisa scru fthe sta %\Nhlch everything has

\
been sent into a state of cha% duti

ided, <t;l(‘;{(:?lghts violated, and the
relationships tarnished— all inves ateti @poems. In the next chapter,
?

o

| present a review and evaluatlon of the literature in the field. In the third chapter, 1

T Il f

provide a historical contextuallzatlon of the study— which sets the stage for

somopolltlcal cikcum ncew D@éhs poetry sits. In the fourth chapter, I

detail the methodology used |n collectlng data (both primary and secondary), as well as

Qe ~7

the model used in the dlscussmn Chapter five centralizes the core of the study, poetry

WV e

of Darwish was analyzed for the purpose of identifying patterns of ecological sense.
" \

o
The sixth chapter comprises conclusions and remarks for further research into the topic

N
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1.5 The Organization of the Study

The present dissertation is divided into six chapters. The first chapter introduces

the topic and set the stage for the prospective work. The second chapte‘r_;s;ts a

review and evaluation of the literature in the field. The third chapter prov%esv a general

historical and sociopolitical background surrounding Darwish's VI).FE;.- The fourth

chapter details the methodology used in collecting data (both primary‘and secondary),

as well as the model used in the discussion. Chapter fiveA is the core of the study: it
" AL

anlayzes Darwish’s poetry to identify patterns of ecological sense. The sixth chapter
&« VI o7 XY
concludes and provides suggestions for further research into the topic. In this

- —

concluding chapter, in which I reflect upon, summarize the key insights, gﬂd forecast
\\v A V"

the ways in which my analysis impacts literary studies, | justify the choice of the title,

Ethical Chaos and Ethical Identity in Wm Darwis etr§C3<
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