CHAPTER 5 Y"
N

COST ELEMENTS IN MUSLIM FUNERAL MAN ENT

Yw

This research presents a qualitative academic empiric to t‘etter understand

5.1 Introduction

the reality behind the decision regarding the cost of im funera oday his
phenomenon is related to the developmentMusll ra cost fram rkljaég(a)on the

inputs from selected respondents. Thus, this cha II pr ntt md@%.bn Muslim

S

NG
S

lam |dtat©hat when a person dies, it is the

’ '
deceased's right t o ehls 0 \cmag according to the Islamic funeral rites, which

funeral cost elements based on mterwecwucted presﬁ&ves from 17

Muslim funeral management organlsatlo

5.2 Obligation

The concept of

falls to those li g cco t aftu(:%hnan et al. (2005), there are four main

componen IsI ic fu ralf| nt&j?&/ashmg the body, shrouding, praying, and
burial. T the‘o ig ‘gn am@gfrom the results of washing, shrouding, funeral
pra;Q urial is obllgatorx%r;‘d* is fulfilled as a communal responsibility (Fard
k and religious duty W|thout forgetting anything. The imposition of this

0 unal obligation awakens in Muslims a deep sense of duty to ensure that the
eceased is treated with respect and dignity in accordance with Islamic teachings.
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5.2.1 Washing (al-Ghusl)

Washing the body is the first thing that should be done as part of Ewiclc
d:

funeral rites. It is done as a symbol of respect for the rights of the decﬁse everal

requirements must be fulfilled when washing the body to maintaipsits,cleanliness,
specifically to perform cleansing or istinjah, which includes cleani e cavity below
the navel and the head cavity. Furthermore, water should b ou% over the entire body

to remove excrement. During this process, funeral dir 0 moWecialised
materials, which incurs additional costs. l ’ c§'
These materials are described below, _\
’ X
\ Y}/
intok, %p, or
nd ),rose
he | Egvash, we

der, inthe water

n we i h and take
en urfthe'mi ater as a last
is to remeve dir: ell of dirtiness

'] ' g

\MJ.LS funéral directors use them as these leaves

“For the washing material, we %; h

oap

ablution (wudhu) for the
water. The reason for
and others.

Regarding the usg of Wbi
onl

r
as part of the sunna\ SO
could be diﬁicu@a
l
od
ard

‘
i 'tao have bi
;’n re aves; we blend, and we plant it in the
Y cas by using mixer early then we get into
fri

e. We'll take it to an if the washing task is being perform in
van. This is due in an, we don't have a mixer machine, so the
leaves we need to be ready early.”*

% “For washing the body, the bidara leaves are still used. We take it
0 from people’s houses because it's easily available here; Most houses

28 R7. 23 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
29 R12. 11 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
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are able to provide (can say in one village there are five or six houses
that are planting bidara and the trees are large; easy to take.

According to respondents R14 and R12, bidara leaves are easily f ﬁ:ir
area as bidara trees are planted in most houses or cemetery compounds%he leaves
for funeral arrangements. Donating them is a common practic community
members; hence, it is possible to get them for free for funeral mWent pUrposes.

During the interview, R12 also shared how the bida &ri used in funeral
management. Some funeral directors would crush and arge atWara leaves
with water. The solution is then stored in the fridg later i?eyei&gme

places where it is difficult to obtain bidara Ieavqe: theyrare replaced otr&Rﬁﬁaterials,

such as rose water, as mentioned by R13. \, Q\ \ S‘
&

“We use rose water. The ch)re bidara ééaves i@ﬁicult to

obtain in Sabah. %!

AN
&
o e,
On the other hand, in thi ern era, tech Ié‘giﬁﬁavances and new creative

ideas have allowed fresh bi ves to be ced inte other products such as bidara
{
powder, liquid soap, arw eaves %cho%zt/ s have made bidara leaves more
accessible, Iong-ljgﬁgjqu eas'ily very@&‘{e. This is exemplified by Respondent
R5, wh E d
who uses Np e£

% the pkoce. ﬁbmg the body, many ingredients were
d, ¥includi ge wdter, sandalwood, bidara powder, and
camphor.” % T
>4
S

other respondent, R3, mentioned that there are materials that are

@ changeable with other materials that have the same function as rare and hard-to-

30 R14. 28 July 2022. (Personal Interview)
31 R13. 9 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
32 R5. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
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find materials, such as sintok. It can be replaced by soaps that are easier to obtain in

some areas. The use of readily available materials can reduce the cost of obtalnlnv

“We usually use soap, sandalwood, camphor, and water. The ,K%

root we rarely use even though we know it is more or less t e
as soap. 733

Respondent R12 prefers liquid soap to bar soap that is comw used by others.
Using liquid soap makes their job easier than bar soap because iey have to take more

care when washing the body.

N4 g
“To wash the body, we don't use bar so se it s [i th ")
The liquid soap because it is 5|mpI|f|ed we aI e mpth.
sandalwood powder, and rose water; at

According to most respondents, xw% S Wle Waslt{he body are clean
ood

water, rose water, camphor, sandal w mgq) smtok and bidara

N
leaves. In this regard, funeral d irec d f@{n y members Q}fer to follow the sunnah
&
(perfect way) in completing b h (al- SQ

S

“For washin eed al'n ater of the water, rose
water, sandalwood h|s e |c item. All of these, it is a
sunnah for rance. I no t §utem it is no problem since
it is not@&n o at|o Oupsocie yélnks it's mandatory, so they

canno as he i is not available. The truth it is
sunn an the ority mén is water only. Then from a cost
pom w these materi lS dd p to cost.”®

LTIV

ﬁ lighted that even gh it is sunnah to use some materials, they are not
y. Hence, there is no problem if these materials are absent because water is the

necessary element. Funeral directors and family members need to understand that

33 R3.14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
3 R12. 11 August 2021. (Personal Interview)
3 R4. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
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using all these materials for body washing is not obligatory, especially if it is

burdensome. Yv

The number of materials used directly correlates with the total @}ome
additional materials are also required to clean up the body. Furtm, funeral
directors, specifically those who perform the washing, need soméfequipments to

facilitate the washing process. \,

“For washing body, needs soap, gloves, camplor,Neprgon) wat
bucket and place for wash. Q\J
®
...Next, cotton is also needed, then cotto s to clegn th
teeth and even ears of the remains n¥soap, fro
sandalwood powder, camphor, gloves, ap and a r

pour the water. Okay so right no
overshadowing by COVID. That eans

we still need to wear full PPE wt gmg%(re

“We have a new approach fo a ng the bo
glove, and kain basahan.’

According to statement Y res R , nd R12, other equipments

used include gloves, an apr mas ' cotton, cott d, a water bucket, and a place
l ?
for washing the body. % apron ,tbn@ ud, and face mask are disposable

O

equipment. Usua a se |tlms a |nclu the funeral kit or package set, which
costs approxi RM 5Q30. Waatef bl&) and the place for washing the body are
mostly pr the aqgf facilitie V|ded in the garyah mosque.

&w’ naglng bad , e are occasions when the body has impairments
(urx cannot be avoided an(?requwes additional materials.

Qﬂg 20 December 2021. (Personal Interview)

37 R13. August 9, 2022. (Personal Interview)
%8 R12. 11 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
39 R4. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
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“...We use liquid to get out of the excrement more easily. Then to
cover the bleeding, in addition to cotton we use the bandage to cover

the bleeding."#° Yv
Other materials are also used to manage an impaired body (uzur), stich aa liquid
that makes it easier to remove the excrement and bandages to stopﬁ_@leeding and

cover it up. V

In addition to the cost of the materials required f th%ring of the body,
provision must also be made for fees for the p W@so-caned
compensation (saguhati) to the funeral directors (body,washers) entrusted i p@r@?ﬂing

the rites. This is often included in the cost of fun anager}e } =

Y'

\,
S fo%;g
tas our

heir to

“There is compensation (saguhati). or
mandi (funeral directors) Who er the as| i
garyah, the wage does not h |f|c rat

P
pay it..*1” A
wh&ﬁn? écompensation
(RM200 @ will divide it
s.

among them, but the also thgse w However, the
mosque has already a edt ed RMX for the washing.

C oYl
According to r: spon HJT: ment rate is not set by the helpers,

and some washer& |) ote %to be paid. The rates are mainly set by

the mosque a@}aﬂ Ort weraf-‘rnanagement body. In some cases, the rate is

de01ded y eceased’s next of k@cording to their financial means.
%

“For the washer, @wage costs between RM200 or RM300
ependmg on the condition of the remains sometimes the remains are

E\ decomposed, we may think the risk is higher. Sometimes need more

40 R12. 11August 2022. (Personal Interview)
41 R11. 3 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
42 R7. 23 December 2021. (Personal Interview)

u

“There are about thre
(saguhati) around two hu
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because the remains are big but probably below RM300. So for
washing, RM300 for washer plus RM150, so total RM450 ringgit”™*

“First, wash and shroud, RM200. % \Y'

” We have a standard rate for funeral wash which is one hu
(RM100) for each remains. Then the materials for wash and d,

all we give for free.”®
According to respondent R4, payment received by the wa Yn.g;s from RM
200 to RM 300, depending on the risk, size, and condition tm. Respondent R1,
mentioned a payment of RM 200 for washing and shr he bod v'vhil spondent
R6 specified a standard wage of RM 100 for a bodly. l :\Q}T

Usually, the payment is based on the value agreed by y\e a gemeq-and will

N
be divided according to the number ofwasr%in Ive \day. SZ'
“For washing and shroudM)as been ed f@rundred

(RM200). There are around 3 people ar
The leader as head of the will divi
can give to our assistant RMS5L) To sixty (i

h and shroud is

“Pay for the funeraﬂn ors forsQothFtask;

RM200. If there arg two Teneral rs, th e amount is divided
to two, each g MWF A7 '

“The range 15*Jrom one red fifi %/150) to two hundred

(RM200). Qh, tha things are around here. In most cases,
there ar oplelin charge of funeral, and one of them is
Iy ma@ers also lend a hand.”*®

2
i

f)'acl&w of four people with the payment
l

u d o a@mw). 749
R

s 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
1. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
43'R6. 16 December 2021. (Personal Interview)

R7. 25 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
47 R3. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
48 R11. 3 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
49 R17. 25 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
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Respondent R7 allocated between RMS50 and RMG60 to each helper
(approximately 3 to 4 assistants) while respondent R17 employs more heI
manage the remains. He normally has four helpers which are paid betwe@ﬂo to
RMS50 each. This is in contrast to R3 and R11 who are funeral director: sible for
washing and shrouding the body. They mainly take on the role of a leader during the
washing process and the process will involve other members of the ily.

Meanwhile, some places still do not allocate for pay S agei and the funeral

rites are practised as an act of mutual help (gotong-royo

‘ 9

| &
“In our qaryah, there is no wage. | mea rms of taking®are'fors,
washing and shrouding, there is no irectly..somgfimes Wg"™
also object to receiving saguhati fro T’Ma.%‘I ecau e
know the family members havej eirgfa embefsy,that
means we don't want to make it b n on the famatly m& rs to
pay to the funeral directors ( edylier. ™ O
According to the statement r po The e@rly is in a state of grief
and hardship after the death amll rs; t&.‘&re it is not worth adding
to their burden by charging payr'ent | directors and helpers; rather,
they are more concern&% a55|st|\ |)(2;1 easing their burden and hardship
O
by practising goto \Qng Tt'e gotong- roy@rorfuneral rites is performed by family
N
members and rs of the mllnl (J

(./

en takes an hour. But for woman,
s an hour to an hour and half. The time
. It's not complicated for a man compare
it extra time. ™t

mg all

on the

m |oned is till the s
a woman who také&g

n

“Half an hour of washing, half an hour of shrouds usually. >

Q “An hour.”®
R13. 9 August 2022. (Personal Interview)

51 R1. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
52 R3. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
53 R5. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
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“Takes approximately an hour to half an hour.”>*

“40 minutes to an hour>.” Y-
According to R1, R2, R3, and R5, the average time required for th:&aement
the

of male body is one hour, while R1 specified that the time required for the management

of female remains is more than an hour since the management of % ody is slightly

more complex. T
In addition to the funeral directors assigned to cor@aﬁ@:&hrouding,
family members are permitted and strongly encoura to partiCipate iQ~the
| &
management of the body. =
4
<

“Usually take two people outsi%znera \ectors) we

encourage his family to join. "®

“During the process, washin d shrouding,,

people with SOP. Three from our Side w
members, who helped.>”” % Y

N
"Sometimes there are n%gh h&rs todelp, s send more, 4,5
people because at IeQ%~0 best Mwgbewof pe is three and the
most 5 people. It can't b e to fivepeople is enough but

mache
we're prioritising thednelrs to Ife haRdle. S nq?ﬁmes the heirs want to
join, so we o ace. If the hfirsla t able to help, then we
need to call others hel% ﬂ&t(&}\yhat we hire volunteer. ™

!
@ : . S
one’s body ¢ en the nee ﬁvc&zge)pald helpers, which in turn, reduce the cost

of payi %’ng er):ln so@:ases, the family members are unwilling to

particiae d there will be a r@d‘g)r additional payments for helpers who will come
\

y me@.ers to participate in managing their loved

t cation to assist in managing the funeral.

QM. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)

R2. 7 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
% R4. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
57 R1. December 2021. (Personal Interview)

% R4. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
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5.2.2 Shrouding (al-Kafn)

According to the Muslim funeral rite, the body will be shrouded with a @

after washing it. The kafn or the shrouding cloth will be placed over the de “3 ody.

The process should be done as thoroughly as possible with clean, modest, andipure cloth

to not burden the family. \S

“Washing and shrouding are two common proce GSW will use
the same materials for shrouding as we use for t siing, such as

sandalwood powder. We also use it for the s ‘\d
W,
This statement from R2 clarifies that fur@ctors se o'st _@same

al
materials for washing and shrouding. In thistegardy the filneral irec@?will put
sufficient portions of the items used f@ \oudithY.the funeral
&

management Kit or set. \% o

Some materials are necessar@jompl Wou i@process to ensure the
S
process can be done accurately e(g] 4 $
“For shroudi put tanda oo@er, rose water, attar

ng,
oil on the decgas en, we lise c@ttoh rQlty:. %
Nl
“The ma Neede@ for'the funer%nre shrouding cloth and a set
of materal$g,0ne pifee 0 oudi oth, five packs of sandalwood

f
powdgr¥@ur packs o dc tﬁgq one pack of a cotton bud, there

D

is al a eflel' Jo n the female body, and sometimes

R
f e méle bady (i they p@), rose water, one pack of camphor
nANSk pegfuime, ’6 é\
Aﬁ‘" :
0

rding to R12 and , common materials needed for shrouding are

)

S Mg cloth, cotton rolls, sandalwood powder, camphor, attar oil, and perfume.

0 nwhile, some bodies require material stated by R16, like eyeliner (celak),

59 R2. 7 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
80 R12. 11 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
61 R16. 29 July 2022. (Personal Interview)
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commonly used for female bodies. R16 uses a complete funeral management kit that
contains all the items in smaller packets, making it easier for funeral directors t

Compared to other materials, the shrouding cloth used to cover th@s the

most important material needed. The total number of shroud layers Acover the

body also differs for men and women. R

“..this shroud cloth should be large; for a male body, ed three
pieces. If we have extra, then we ask the permissi ne>it of kin

which are men's main three-piece cIothin s. Meamwhil
female body requires a lot of accessories,

a
rwe o Y'

telekung (prayer wear) . %2 [ _\c:)\
"Normally, we use three layers of shroudingegloth foya al ow
female body requires five layers, |nclu ete “Moredver,
men have a sarong, a shirt, and a ¢ % s acce 6¥
"...items like the serban (turban% ia W |call)(8r vided

sed @glways wore

kopiah. Like women, we t y use he
64

%

Furthermore, R7 an Rl Iscls at % bodles require 3 layers of
shrouding cloth, and if% xtra,twj‘} rs will ask permission from the
4
heirs for additional essorles' rob (a}sarong, and a turban. Meanwhile, a

female body needs mg c S and additional accessories besides the

by the family. We asked for t Ne
for prayer, just as we would have %

main layer, \l\% the eof e}m such as cawat (underwear) and telekung

(prayer sear).Nin contrast }4 ask@for common accessories used by the deceased,

Yv
Qplah, turban, or pra@l’oth typically provided by the family members.

62 R7. 23 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
3 R13. 9 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
64 R14. 28 July 2022. (Personal Interview)
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The cloth is long, so then the funeral director will cut it. If a man's
body, three. He cut it into three., For a woman, we’ll cut it into five.

So he/she got the same size standard.”® YV

According to R1 and R7, the original shrouding cloth is long (wit wets or
layers), and it is up to the funeral director to cut it to the required number of sheets or

layers; three layers for men and five layers for women. Each cut has a standard size, and

its dimensions can be freely chosen. T

“Then for shrouding materials, we have d cloth,_cottaff,
cendana (sandalwood), camphor, and usually the'@@st fof these™

yY-v

is below RM200. "¢ )
| &

“The shrouding set costs RM200. The se thg' shro

cloth, the camphor, the rose water, all S 2

“And we charge two hundred ri Ing C Yf;nd

other related items (RM200). ® &

“Like us, we charge 150 ringgi 50) a set. Tipat s theprice of all

the goods and the profits weget.. we d .
)\ Y )

R1 and R4 explained th\ t sets centain sﬁff't@ﬁ-t portion of each required

material and are priced at Rvaur Ief. Ondhe oth d, R4 creates his own set and

l Q
offers the kit for sale nly RM150..Fo > Q('e' ost charged for the set is already

reasonable and wi Mrdenlcust
. Ny .
prepare bodie M u ergl. greet_)&,help funeral directors as they do not need
9 g
c :

to search f Q}

\
“There is little differencgggr women, which is a little costly. There is
place that charge &ohundred eighty (RM180). This is because

\ shroud cloth for women'is more than a man's body. A man's body has
three pieces, and a woman's body has up to five pieces. There is a

Q&l. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
R4. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)

7 R1. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
8 R17. 25 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
69 R4. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)

ers. Th@ sets include every material needed to

em
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place that makes clothes. So that is why we run a little bit at the cost. ”
70

On the other hand, according to respondent R11, the cost of materia %3:;
bodies is significantly higher than that for males. This discrepancy -%t?)m the
difference between the amount of additional shrouding cloths and thw rolls used.
At the same time, additional accessories may incur additional costs!

In addition to the expenses for the materials mentignedy by the respondents,
another cost that should be considered is the payment pers i sthrouding
and washing the body. According to the resp% the tasks o wa{ﬁ@ and
shrouding the body are carried out simultaneausl e aftef the er){,y'the same

funeral directors. As a result, the washing shr ding\p ent is @dgﬁone go. As

mentioned, the payment for washing a\gfo)jing IS Rﬁsﬁand RM200.

=\
=3 S
o 4 QC_')
5.2.3 Funeral Prayer (Solat,al*danazah &)
K A
The Janazah Pr erWe pe'(
eed ;a

shrouded. Scholars agr
the body is burie@ing s& is a Fard ki@w.
N .? e
” Fo%er, doi rﬁez{@fee)."”
s t

whﬁ] know, there §s,no instruction from the religious office

e Isl elfgio ouncil. Nevertheless, doesn’t mean it

dogén't exist. No paymentis needed. If anyone gives money for the
lat, we will not rakeJR. """

\ “To be shariah-compliant, we want to correct how the community
0 does it; They think everything involves a cost to the point that prayers

also need payment, and they need to pay people to pray. The kenduri

"0R11. 3 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
"1 R9. 20 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
2 R11. 3 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
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(feast) is also included in the cost. There are still people who do

this.”™®

For the funeral prayers, respondents R9 and 11 stated that there is no@}nt for

Yv

performing a prayer for the deceased, either for the imam leading the prayer or

the congregation present. R4 stated that the community’s understanding should be

corrected to create awareness that no payment is required for thg sra . R11 mentioned
nthe s

that he follows instructions from the Islamic religious cou

wages for prayer and will not receive it if any member o co Mrs it.

l,ate. He takes no

L 4
oy
“For prayer, we give him (the imam inggit (RM50)" ta qifk
RM50. 74 b 4 b

“...The imam has already spent his tgfor

we'll give him 100 ringgit (RM10

i
to the managing officer. If there offic
ringgit ( Usually, the AJK Kh& e commun
75

x‘and ta R\'éo

atuityl We also giveRM100
officer gets 50
area an)who

A

is in charge of this matter) g-. \E i
“Talgin, for the imam, wi v@chgpﬂ%ba endan one day, and

one day, he recites th
he will escort the
prayer and talgin a

ial.* Thi§ means\there three tasks, talgin,
e gravej so glveﬁeMmﬂe
's
Onthe othe;{%espon loca
and R3 aIIocate% am
payment is co%

imam c d%g'
KN

N

the purial comQéIQded. For example,
will the prayer. Then

g
el

\Ri\ é gift of RM50 for the imam of prayer,
'of a RM100 for the prayer and talgin. This
for tfé)mam’s time. Lastly, R15 pays RM40 to the

N
ayer@d talgin at the cemetery.

b 9
N
O

R4. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
74 R1. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
5 R3. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
6 R15. 4 August 2022. (Personal Interview)

134



5.2.4 Burial (Dafn)

After washing, shrouding and prayers, the body will be brought to the cemeétery
for burial. In this cemetery, bodies will be buried before being resuirg}w the
uried:

afterlife. As the final rite, a grave hole will be dug before the body is b

“But we've got specific people who are going to dig, an(w;e five
77

to six people that specialised in digging the grave... ¥

“...sometimes four people take turns..”®”

As for the digging of graves, R8 explained, that they have s i ers

N
appointed and assigned to dig the hole of the grav@n four to si ec’ple@?ll take

t d for the task of digging th d \Y
a turn and prepare for the task of digging the grave.

prep gging g?“ N T
“If you look at the flow, it wil ta%yho let leay they
call us at 8 am, so we'll take our to get and @et up the

team. Okay, at 9 o'clock wg'll waSh t ﬁ%@( 'll1"book a grave
site.. from that call we'll c% gravesitesintthreé leyrs, 9, 10, 11,
the burial will be at 11. 9 qiclock, we'll WaG%the body. At 10

o'clock, pray and pre

“Three hours to f 0

REL A
. 8) N
The task of digg% aves will be arﬁed@t faster and smoother when there

s $ &
is collaboration Whe @g& S. Irgme places, the graves are ready to be
dug, but some w ds o | dig@"after they receive the burial permit. R4
¢
and R2 explai at diggi r&eéﬂglly takes three to four hours. Hence, for the
™

preparation,of‘the grav. ?on he news is received, several grave diggers must

Yv

wor ther so that the gray{%ﬁle can be dug quickly before the body reaches the
ggabrd.
Q&S. 28 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
R7. 23 December 2021. (Personal Interview)

9 R7. December 23, 2021. (Personal Interview)
80 R4. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
81 R2. 7 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
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Normally, there is already a standard size and depth for the grave hole. However,
no definite rule determines the depth of the grave as this depends on the local w
and soil conditions at the burial site. Remembering that the grave m@ the

necessary health and safety requirements is also important. A

“In this light, the grave is always dug at chest level sowild agimals
can't rummage it up. That's why it needs to be deep. Be&v’a body

has a distinct smell, wild animals will dig the grave if is a smell.
If the grave is deep, for protection, we use a lled,a lahd
board. The lahd board actually helps to cover t y. f‘t's nat

there, animals can rummage through the g
are tigers and pigs. These animals always dig the
tigers like carcasses, and they can smell if
this is if the grave is near the forest, but4

animals, only dogs that disturb the graye.

for a grave is six feet long and four f%ﬁe.

don’t even reach six feet tall. .... ”SN
R7 explained that the normal dem; thec&

t I1ével. Burying the body at this

depth can avoid odour to prevent fr(? 190l Jan@'{urbing the grave. The
q

gravedigger will also dig accordi the size of the bo e standard size of a grave

is four feet deep and six feeW4 fe* deex fse@\g).
{
In terms of paym%ere is am ted Qa’ge paid to the gravedigger digging

the grave, as statm&\ '

( hicll is the Same fﬁythe female and male body. This task
e ene}g 83 $
w the pay for thgg%migger is RM300."8

\ A grave digger usual'cl?charges around four hundred (RM400)."%

‘é "Three hundred (RM300) for manual digging."
Q&?. 23 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
R9. December 20, 2021. (Personal Interview)

84 R3. December 14, 2021. (Personal Interview)
8 R6. December 16, 2021. (Personal Interview)
8 R5. December 15, 2021. (Personal Interview)

136




"That day in the meeting, each agreed to RM150, but now RM170.
The payment is a gratuity, not a wage. Let's say there's three or five

people. They will divide equally. "It's not pay or wage. It's a
gratuity...as a courtesy. It's up to them whether they want to accept

or don’t. Because sometimes we give, they don’t want to accept; S
say, “just donate to the surau or mosque".®’

"There is a pay for the gravedigger. The gravedigger usually gets fi
ringgit (50 ringgit) per person. Normally, there are two. "Sgy%'

As shown in the above statement, respondents R9, R3, R6 R15 stated that
the wage paid to grave diggers ranges from RM170 to or f‘e male and male
bodies, and this process relies entirely on manual labo eam uw ill then be

L 4
divided equally among the grave diggers performing ty. This differs for Rj? who

K'g

pays RM50 directly to each grave digger. In time Jfar R15, the\,ﬁyment is

the gr@gers did not

want to accept the gratuity payment o%d for 6‘9 donated to any

more of a gratuity than a wage payment. There ar eé\ \n

charity fund. A,
/\
“They are not full-ti y got “bu en there's death,
they're experts that we or h
“Not full-time aII h| eath 90

“But we're ta g t reﬂ @,metlmes the gravedigger
can't dig baﬁ eheh ork 0 on. This is just part-time.

They ca fuII-t me cause h doesn't happen every day.
They ¢ @Mork every day."!

R16 R11 ed th &&;dst grave diggers are part-timers (not full-time

worke: se death not ocsy dally However, they need to be always prepared

as soon as they rec“e(lve the news of a death. In this light, according to R11,

Qﬁ 4 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
R14. 28 July 2022. (Personal Interview)

89 R16. 29 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
% R7. 22 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
%1 R11. 3 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
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there are also constraints because, as part-timers, the grave diggers sometimes cannot
dig the grave when needed due to other job demands or they are working their

at the time. Hence, they must find other alternatives to overcome the lack rs.

Yes, yes. If he's free, he is a rubber cutter. Ah. What's its name? If

tell him early, he'll be there.. if he goes to work already, if heTwﬂe
when he gets back.. but xze'll let us know if he don’t haye timeylf we
don't have time, then we'll call the excavators.. excavator eaper,

just two hundred (RM200).%2 Yv
As shared by R11, the gravedigger is a part-tim@r sWer cutter.
| ]
If he was told the news of the death early before he to work but d nl)t hgggt'ime

to dig the grave, R11 would seek excavator services to dig the lole. 'I‘Qe cost of
NV

excavators is around RM200 and is cheape%c w

For graveyards located in the city,| red by

rave rs.

is eral director for

bodies in Kuala Lumpur, those deeeased nee e 9;&1 specific graveyards

N,

(centralised burial grounds) al or those 0, pas and buried in the area.

Payments for graveyard-relataNL ters, the @ or the gravedigger and the
graveyard charges, arefmade directly tJthe et%
's ¢ &

“Funeral &\in KL m R to RM1200 for locals. For

a foreig@]e cost 0t 2000. Even JAWI managed

grave RRauda is a waqgf grave also charged
up t 00 for*forgi %e 1200 ringgit grace is a garyah
gravg. Examplel[grave Bak UIA."93

VAR,
& s

&aces have full-time ‘gravediggers who have made grave. The monthly

es per month and they will receive additional payment for more graves dug.

&
s:w the gravedigger is fi@, hence, each grave digger will dig half of the number

S

92 R11. 3 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
9 R4. 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
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“ A thousand a month.. More than four means we're going to pay
around rm400 for one grave."%

According to respondent R10, they pays the gravediggers an a@e of

RM1000 per month. In this case, based on the rate of allowance, the igger will
need to prepare four graves (approximately RM250 per grave). Tme also paid

RMA400 per additional grave. \,
However, some also use the hybrid technigue to use ezces ')f grave diggers

and backhoe or excavators.
@

&
“The first step is to make a seven-foot ho g a backhbe ,ti‘en-k
to get the shape of the grave hole, we'll uséwa digggr. Becalse it‘@'

f

like.. we need to determine the shape a 0 bo@"As for tHe
backhoe, the owner gives it as agcharity. Ofterm~wi comﬁﬁe.
it,& oesn't
sﬁnineral hole seven feet
e,

Sometimes when he comes to thegr do
wait for us to ask him % 9%
R14 explained that the bac %
deep. Although the backhoe the digging asier bl%xpediting the process of

S

o}]

In this regard, Mber ft‘he ah owhs/an excavator, and he offers free service of
cﬂ) 4
his excava@o’ im, donatin fo@»of service or resources is an act of charity or
sadagal: g b 4 $
N
\ dition, the cost of t rial includes the lahd board, which is included in the

%the graveyard. A lahd board or grave hole board is a wooden plank used to cover

0 body in the graveyard before it is buried in the ground, as stated by R13:

% R10. January 12, 2022. (Personal Interview)
% R14. 28 July 2022. (Personal Interview)
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“When the body has been placed into the lahd, it is not buried yet..
we have to close the remains using a board. That's what we use here

for burial."® YV

"Like a lahd board, we're usually used to a 2 x 4 thick board and \
pieces of 1 x 4. So the cost is about RM150."%’ :

These boards are usually made of strong and durable wood also varies

according to the grave hole to be covered. According to R15, thw or a lahd board

IS 2 x 4 feet and 1 x 4 feet for the pole.

"Another one hundred ringgit (RM100) for the laR@yboa ,

A grave digger usually charges around fo ed (RM alte_r\“}
this kepok which we call a board that is squar re than OQ?.
NV

hundred (RM100) more than his prlce

Yw
Apart from the payment for the gra@ls,t eqéth sts s |ated with this

burial include the cost of the lahd boar d, h| arour? 10 0 RM150

0

5.3 Necessity to Complete th bli

¢ S
The theme nec%t com te e 'o tion arises from the fact that

transportation is entlal\Py usll% nerals. The reason for this is that
e |n

transportation s |mp Illng religious obligations, community

duties, practi a cancerns, a It{raUpectatlons Islam places great importance on

a speed% , S0 alq qurn @\he burial site is essential to fulfil this obligation,

esp if itis far away. One{%ﬁe most important aspects of fulfilling the obligations
R13. August 9, 2022. (Personal Interview)
9R15. 4 August 2022. (Personal Interview)

% R3. December 14, 2021. (Personal Interview)
%R6. December 16, 2021. (Personal Interview)
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associated with Muslim burial practices is therefore the provision of suitable

transportation to ensure that the body is brought to the burial site. YV

5.3.1 Transportation : :" ,
Once the washing, shrouding, and funeral prayer of the dece is-completed,

the body will be taken to the burial ground for interment. It is h commended to

expedite the burial of the deceased. Nowadays, transp atiRis an important and

convenient medium to quickly transport the body from r 03% cemetery
for burial. : \Y'
)

“Then, the most needed thing is, to go

there should be transportation. In the p in
on foot, but now it’s modern ti we
compare it to back then, when wg u now

“« Q-
kilometres up to tens of ki% S, it i t Ievﬁ&o accompany the funeral

N
procession on foot as it taWte a 'ong I.FS\MS, a good vehicle, such as a

funeral van, is needed to transport theb r Cl}@place of death to the burial ground.

This process can @ite

S

sdwe %Qzlly charge fifty ringgit (RM50) for
metgabne kilometre from the place of the

death to the grave. For distances
ten kilometres, it is one hundred ringgit
s exceeding one hundred kilometres, we
fifty ringgit (RM150), depending on the

As the distance between theE?e&d’ a e he é}etery is usually several

“Fo ortdtion ¢
withift oneyki

tr

CC t, fr thef plac
e ingog:an omg?re

NR 100), and for dis

arge one hundre

cemetery is RM40. Sometimes, the family wants to wash the deceased
at home and pray at the mosque. We will pick up the body from the

\ distance, whether it’s far or near.”*%
0 “Then, the fee for the funeral van from the house or mosque to the

10 R15. 4 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
101 R17. 25 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
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house and bring it to the mosque for prayer and then take it directly
to the cemetery. 102

“Then, RM100 is charged for the management van.”* \2

“Ourvan charges RM20 because it feels like it’s close to Sg Kela,

where the cemetery is located. However, in the event of so

passing, it’s sometimes the initiative of the heirs or the Nazz
initiative because the Nazir may want to do good deeds. If W
about a death occurring in a particular area like Klang, th ould
immediately go there. So, we provide more services such

petrol. The basic fee for the van driver, I will still giv

0 for
»»104

For members of the garyah, a lump sum payme rge f%agement
and transportation costs. It is not calculated by kilometres but rather irlp ause
most of the distances are within the respectlve gar Accoyding t resp@nts R3,
R15, R16, and R17, the transportation cost for a ease rom@&? 0 RM100

u\
<<

for a trip within the respective garyah @
“The van, we will chm’wally ra\hg 7 100 up to
RM1000 depending on th e di ce culated for a

round trip. Normally, b se the a E‘W on mileage in
kilometres. RM1 pe or ex ere to travel to

Kelantan, which i nd t ould be 800km. So,
that’d be RM. fee inc des ! drijer’s wage, maintenance,
and everythin sually S J | save a portion of this

cost to help thos t li metimes, we will provide
support fo, f e Who 'ca ifford t @All RMS800 cost. 1%

Inthec e eeo r:tl'm aI van transportation ranges from RM100
up to R depen ing Jon the c{ance It is calculated based on mileage in
kilomées. rthermore, he exp@d that this fee includes expenses for the driver’s

W, maintenance, and other%ated costs. Additionally, any excess funds from the fee

g

2 R16. 29 July 2022. (Personal Interview)
103 R3. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
104 R15. 4 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
105 R4, 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
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are used to help those who are facing financial difficulties and unable to afford the
service. Yv

The transportation cost charged accounts for the overall funeral mana@}cost,
as the management needs to consider the relatively high maintenance cﬁ&nual road

tax, and fuel costs, all of which are necessary expenses that must be |&rred

“Then, if, say, we understand that the deceased 1 aryah
outside of ours, normally we would take 30 kilometres%o this— this
mosque. We will discuss; one kilometre for one ri One Finggit,

including toll charge, for a round trip. "%

L 4
“It’s just, say, if someone passed away, the family wantsto br. e
body back. They can add extra mile which r
predetermined at the general meeting. For bers ‘th

is RM1.50 per kilometre. For mbm;\

kilometre. 197 é
\/ 19 &

For those who wish to bring the de g’s body bagk to th ometown or other

gh\‘z~
ext )

locations or from other garyah to etery ‘/I alculated based on the
@
number of kilometres. Accordi and-R3, thelcost p@ometre ranges from RM1

to RM1.80. However, for iti nal e for non-members, which is
l
set at RM1.80 per kilo |Ie me be a‘ie h ed only RM1.50 per kilometre.

“The m s res, Ls h intenance. We will prepare a
drlver, sque E par m and to the driver, we will

prov e anffree o e garyah member. Then, we will

me age to the"driver.(On one trip with the deceased body, we

around twenty ( 0) to thirty (RM30). However, the

prof ueI fOWthe van. We provide them for our garyah

ers. Even hough E'Gre not a charity, we provide van services

ee of charge. The fu&g penses for the van are also covered by the
mosque. For the mosque in Kampung Darat.”*%

% “The funeral van doesn’t have any cost because each mosque
0 provides it, as mentioned earlier. That means, sometimes, we provide

fuel for free to the van driver to refill the fuel. To replace the used

106 RG. 16 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
107 R3. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
108 R11. 3 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
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fuel. Because the mosque has prepared the funeral van fully fueled so
that it can be taken wherever it is needed. And when we use it, it
means we reimburse the fuel money for the funeral van that was used
earlier. "%

There are also funeral transportation costs that are sponsored by‘!&osque for
its garyah members. According to R11, there is no charge (it’s?cyfor funeral
transportation for garyah members. The mosque covers all leuding helpers’
allowances, fuel, and maintenance. As for R13, although elare r") transportation
costs because the van is a charitable donation, the same nses rw ‘lncurred,

such as fuel costs when using it to transport the etxp@s are

reimbursed to the management. 4 \,‘Z*

“For the transportation, the fugwn evayt g will, bewtaken

care of by the mosque. It’s al have prowidéd a ion box
in the funeral van. If anybody to donate enco

e it. But
we won 't force anyone. Hofever, if the ; 139 r@lly able, they
will usually donate aro red . Me we don'’t fix
the amount. We only a dbnati x we go to the
burial site, they (fami bers) Will ridé with the funeral van,
and they might see the ~WE are ohaskmg for payments
because even the | vap is dpnated of yesterday, | just
finished the edfing. We started Usi e funeral van around
February or . And gp g'tatal amount collected for the

mamtenam&fhe vay W yaro RM3,000. <110

The situati |ffe for Whl&f%d()es not set any fees for van management
costs. Acc Bth-?os of n is free and taken care of by the mosque. A
el the vw-to allow family members who want to contribute.

donatign prowd
By&kmg any fees and o’@ providing a donation box in the van, many people

‘émore than is needed, and now the donation box has collected around RM3,000.

N

109 R13. 9 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
110 R14. 28 July 2022. (Personal Interview)
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5.4 Others

The theme of the 'other' arises from the costs associated with the talq@e

gravestone, which, as non-essential aspects of the funeral, are not b%r but
nevertheless play a role and become an option. In this study, the cost of thesalqgin and
gravestone were only mentioned by a proportion of respondents, suggesting that these
items are not obligatory and were not weighted by all. Talqi avestone are not

mandatory and are preferred based on cultural practices an amily choice.

2

| &
54.1 Talgin é p ~

\/‘T
Sthe d%agéd is buried.

The talgin reading is common practic%cic as,;&o
Talgin is a formed of practice which @lth the“intention @jve guidance and

consultation to passed away and becficial as a i dT to %iving. Majority of the
Shafi’ieyyah ulama or religiou likeés to reci tal@fter the body is buried.
This religious ritual is done b%mj s%Zth@é of the graveyard area and

recites “ Oh Fulan, Sof of an...” d sojon| 'E@.s to show that only one man is
: iy ‘S ' :
needed to recite the talqin while ‘emQ attending only listens.

There arefe mb es den&§1atincludes payment to the imam to recite

!
the talqintoc@j e funeral b 5 (j’)
N
‘@ &Ms »111
{S, 9‘73.)‘. S
s zn talgin equals to fiﬁMSO). ri12
N

E “For salah and talgin. Meaning the imam allocating his time for us, as a token

of appreciation we give RM100 as a gift. 113
11 R1. December 2021. (Personal Interview)
112 R7. December 2021. (Personal Interview)
113 R3. December 2021. (Personal Interview)
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“ talqin, the talqin imam will ensure he is present hence we will pay till reach
the cemetery area for example on the talgin day, after the talgin recital there
will be salah then straight accompanied to the grave. Meaning there w

parts, talgin, salah and talgin at the cemetery area hence the payma\ be

RM40. 7114 ‘ 1
Respondent R1 and R7 both stated the cost of talgin are RMSYE& R3 stated
RMZ100 should be including salah and talgin. R3 added additional R 0

as token of

gift to be given to the imam as an appreciation for extending me arranging and

S 14,at en worth

RMA40 to be given to the imam for carrying out three @uties all at gnce r‘mg‘f@rthe
(.,)
talgin, salah till the cemetery are closing up with n recital. =
X~ S
“Usually, a gratuity is given to the‘imamy'It’s ali ckagea?v; with it. An

imam will lead a funeral salah al a uaII)QS y village, if a

family could afford, they will aw Ifafa 1sdess c@l le, they will only
give him RM25 to RM50 as gratuityeBut at cer im% re are some imam
that refuse to take it as to re%the fami a ’t,Q Ily afford. ¥

0 S

7]
However, for responden&% graﬂ!&i]ft to ﬁnam for leading the salah
and talqin is usually nEt fi&ﬂence t;::); ' ts‘ capability of the family with

minimum of RM25; for a less capablgfami ﬂfeQ{r)ount is usually RM25 to RM50 but

for a more capab@bthe@ brin ﬁ%p to RM100. But at certain times there

handling the funeral; hence salah and talgin perfectly

3

N

are also imaanfu tQ ac } lheg%l(.lity or gift especially for the less capable
family. Q. \(J
’ N | |
% Il the funeral cﬁst a&'already included. At the same time, even the heirs

%willingly wanted to to the imam, the mosque still pays to the officer in
tal of one thousand™wo hundred (RM1200) is still fixed given and divided
\or the duties such as bathing, imam talgin and so on. There are some issues

came up on why the officers in charge need to be paid for working at the mosque

QE is a free-will work. But because we are doing jobs and duties and other mosque

114 R15. 4 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
115 R14. 28 July 2022. (Personal Interview)
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at a different zone also pays it is fair to make a fixed payment for them as to

avoid any unwanted issue.”®

In addition, respondents R5 added the fixed payment accordingly is p@s y the

local customs (on that particular mosque zone) for payment for was d funeral

shroud as well as imam talgin. ? .

“The talgin does not include in the mosque funeral shrouNupon requested
by the family. “17

“talqin is put upon the responsibility of the imam.. ‘l\d
| ]

R10 stated talgin is put upon the responsibility imamiwith 'axegand

t t({ th man@?bifferent

sque @gg;ement. The
ne@ﬁo be paid by the

AN
&
e,
&
N &
5.4.2 Grave Enclosure ( and/Gra ne%
N
It has become a ¢ iee” n éd@ys to construct grave enclosures

on%
structures know@ok” @eston@epok is a structure made of wood or
N

stone that is(built“around ¢so }J’s Cg%’ée, usually in a rectangular shape. The
constructilepok oes/not ha ('s{pecific requirements, and heirs build them
4

accor g%fweir own efel’;nce\s?.;('~
C.-)

e

\ “So, our hands are tied because the grave is not ours. So, once the
0 grave management counts in the kepok, it becomes more expensive.

it is up to the family members (either it is a per:
from R12 regarding on talgin recital is now

management does not include this eler\ F‘n ’Jneral co

management itself. It is up to the faﬁs\eirs_ \Y

@

d

116 R5, 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
117 R12. 11 August 2022. (Personal Interview)
118 R10. 12 January 2022. (Personal Interview)
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Then, they want some particular types of stones, and we have to
agree. It’s RM100 for the kepok board. 719

Yv

According to R3, they need to include an additional cost of RM100 for epok
because the management of the cemetery is not within the authority oFﬂkosque, o)
the mosque management needs to follow the specific requirements setiy the cemetery

management (the fee for kepok). V

“But recently, the cemetery management ha
want to add RM150 for the gravestone. This st

with a number indicating the grave, so we have to pay RM150 e \¢
stone. ” é l _\C}

In addition to the cost of kepok, respondenwe.xpl i
cost of RM150 charged for the gravestong, IS o‘:\a eri ﬁing the grave
location number. This makes it easier M'Iy em id&@the location of the
grave, especially for visitation pu cs'es) o >y <\
In some places, the co@ok%} bqe &?ugased to comply with the
Ci N

specifications set by ceEetewﬂHagert?pl $ urban areas where graves are

more centralized. e P o &
' @)

“So, t e it rehﬁJThat ’s why they requested an
initi W of I\/ﬁ? 0 fH ers), which included the cost of
t’s ex

7 i
ere itieclim ensive. For example, if we agreed
h

o

whitg kep ftemg;ée months, the heirs would come and
kay, akegt this way. ” So, they would use the money
e

ay, n
%ﬁsk@d rodothér v However, to me, there’s no actual need
SOI’ t other than to m;ﬁiy ook beautiful or neat. Still, that thing can
assisted through t aitulmal fund because it’s all we are doing

at all at once. 20

“Grave digging and deposit for kepok and gravestone. The mosque
will take care of that. The kepok and gravestone cost around a

thousand and a hundred in total (RM1100). We already have that

119 R3. 14 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
120 R4, 15 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
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deposit, and we will add it to the project. They all follow the
guidelines issued by JAWI (Jabatan Agama Islam Wilayah
Persekutuan). They have standard designs and whatnot; same design YV

for kepok and gravestone. "% \
R4 explains that the burial fee in his area has already been set pri RM1700
(for foreigners), which includes the cost of the kepok. However, h%ees this as an

unnecessary expense and only serves to make things look aesthetMleasing. On the
vV

other hand, R7 estimates that the payment for the kepok est')ne is RM1100,
which has already been paid as a deposit. The cemeter age eWovide the

Y
The degign of the @ and
n chose e he@?esulting
. o

kepok and gravestone as soon as the deposit is recei
gravestone follows specific specifications that

in uniformity in the design of the kepok an
5.5 Discussion of the Findings N,
[} e,
“« Q-
The study findings indic?\h in term anaging+funerals, there are four cost
N
elements of funeral m geﬁnt that must be o Ii@ to accomplish, beginning with

the ritual washing of the easedé ed'. E§J(shrouding, prayer, and burial. The

obligation to wa@dy a@ease@erived from the hadith of the Prophet
Muhammad (%\harr ed’by. ’Abb&a&{nay Allah be pleased with him):
L= &
<Q ‘e |
: SIS 36585 g ela b sl |

&
Meaning: “Wash hirh/ith water and Sidr and shroud him in two pieces of

N
§ cloth. 7%

121 R7. 23 December 2021. (Personal Interview)
122 Al-Bukhari. (Internet). Sahih al-Bukhari. #1265. https://sunnah.com/bukhari:1265.
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In this hadith, the Prophet Muhammad (3) recommends using water mixed with
the leaves of the sidr tree (sidr) for the ritual washing of the deceased. The Ieave?ﬂe
sidr tree serve to cleanse impurities from the body, soften the skin to @}e the
washing and shrouding process, strengthen the skin of the deceased, Q&event the

body from emitting unpleasant odours (Yusri Yusof et al., 2017, W Haji Zain,

2012). Some respondents still use natural substances such as sidr es, especially in
gre C

rural areas where they are easily obtainable. In villages, si ')mmonly grown

it co VW)I’ funeral
“aX

organisers to obtain the leaves. At times, the leaves iven free o a[ge@nhout

in the neighbourhood and even in cemeteries, maki

cost) as a charitable offering by local residents, ly fort pqu‘,%~

However, it is different in urban are fu ra amseé?nostly rely on

readily available commercial products\also easy curé%uch areas. All of
these products come with a cost. Th e, resp % t {a‘reas substitute the use
ﬁ? N

oy

of sidr leaves with other mater%nave(glmil unctz’i&s, such as soap, alum, and

rose water. Furthermore, thez. me us sidr§§&that have been innovatively
processed to suit curre nd convenience, su@s sidr powder, sidr soap, and so

:

4
on. These products ore@n hav Qlc)nger shelf life.
All resp use atenej‘éuch as clean water, soap, camphor,

sandalwood r, and ro vﬁte(JLocal wisdom is also evident in funeral

manage ent, Where $u S su s alum rose water, and sandalwood powder are
ut|I| usri Yusof etal., 20@4 n the preparation of essential materials for the ritual
% , It is also necessary to provide convenience items for the personnel involved,
as gloves, aprons, cotton swabs, and face masks, which are all disposable items.

Il of these items are included in the cost calculation, which can be obtained in the form

of a set, package, or individual purchase.
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In carrying out the ritual washing, all respondents ensure that it is done perfectly.
It has become a common practice to perform this perfect washing in all Fw
Malaysia. With the list of materials used and the process involved in %\ the
deceased, the funeral organisers fulfil their duty, follow the recomma'&practices,
and adhere to the etiquette of handling the deceased. Y'

In the mandatory element of washing the deceased, ther amaspects that are
focused on in the calculation of funeral management costs, ely the fost of materials

used and the wage of the washer. These materials ca obtaine e form of

"
s for the ela@ it is
t% ron@'findings
X

oudir@?e included as
rou@ﬂnaterials like the

shroud fabric, sandalwood powder,(gﬁswater, a\aﬁ% oil. @dalwood powder and
iy

packages or Kits, individual purchases, and also in b

washing the dece , While shroud fabric and

&
attar oil are specifically f@din’. e rouc§§d to cover the body of the
deceased must be suﬁ% 0 e en

’ 4 f &
slightly higher ccﬁparedit \en\ as tg_require more shroud fabric layers (5
layers) and cottep ro N
et o lQ Be
Accor h

¢
all resp né, @ hroud used to wrap a deceased body in

3
Malays% e off fnd i@edominantly white in colour. Specifically, the
X~

shr required to be Whitq@ﬁn, pure, simple, and durable (Hamidi et al., 2020;

% 2020). While it is not mandatory to use white cloth for shrouding, they are
Wi

Q ising what is recommended by the shariah by shrouding the deceased in white
oths, as mentioned in the Hadith narrated by Ibn Abbas R.A that the Prophet
Muhammad % said:
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Meaning: “Wear your white garments, for they are among your best gawl!,

and shroud your dead in them.” %\

The white garment is considered a beautiful attire and the most'stiitable clothing
for a believer. The white shroud used for burial purposes signi the attribute of
simplicity, indicating that it is not excessively expensive uz;' us.JAs stated in the

Hadith narrated by Abu Dawud with a reliable chain o atio fMR.A, from

@
e in shroudi t]le.@ased.
n% an@a from it,
T

the p"ese timeséhis Sserves as a
valuable reminder and advice for any(@/ishes to t or@‘d learn from it.

Prophet Muhammad £, it is necessary to avoid extrav

Verily, nothing is taken to the grave except the

be it for those who passed away in the pastor i

) &
Table 5.1 : The Costs of Mate% Wages fo shi d Shrouding Elements
& N iWﬁ \LO
Costs [ Materis  Wages
No Cost 2 2
Below RM100 2
RM101 to RM200 11 9
RM201 to RM300 1 3
RM301 to RM400 1
Not Applicable 1 1
TOTAL 17 17
{ % v
%V d bjf $ Source: Author’s Findings (2024)
\ &

om the study findings, it was found that the cost of these materials ranges from
00 to RM350 (for non-free services). The table 5.1 above indicates that the
majority of respondents, 11 in total, stated that the cost of materials for washing and

shrouding ranged from RM101 to RM200, with most placing the cost of materials at
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RM200. Two respondents did not charge any fees for the cost of materials for washing
and shrouding. One of these respondents is a non-profit organisation (NGO) thatw
all the funeral management costs through public donations, and the othe@dent
stated that the materials were fully funded by the mosque. A

In terms of wages, most respondents stated that the amount ofyfemuneration is

determined by the funeral management organisation, which t NO as “saguhati”

or gratuity. Based on the table 9 above, the majority of r ts, r in total, stated

that the cost of wages for the body washers and shroud rs is et I\‘/IlOl and

ge for 8-4 y[m@?and

en@ harggﬁy wages
o

for the body wash and shrouding services. TWgQ re ondsﬂts charging wages below
RMZ100, with a minimum amount of R& E) é
The cost for saguhati to f@ﬂ direct\(ﬂg sﬁe‘rs and shrouders) is
jﬁv N

determined by the organisatio by the request or mination of the washers

4

RM200, with most placing the amount at RM200 (on

shroud makers for one deceased person). Two

and shrouders themselves. }m ithis*to shew agﬁion for the effort and time

that the washers and @ve sl;?}“c’om@ting the washing and shrouding

process. The washin@yand shror \pL cessié ally carried out in a group (several

washers and sw ), per@%’leading, and this process is usually
bran

ily memb

d' the_‘ge%eased as well. However, some respondents

accompanies
explain% theif’ rei payment at all for these washers and shrouders

| . | |
bec ey still strongly a@to the spirit of gotong royong in the community.
% oyong means to cooperate together and is familiar as the spirit of the kampung
Vviliag

e) in Indonesian and Malaysian cultures (Thompson, 2004). In the past,
eighbours, especially in rural communities, helped each other by providing physical

labour or other assistance to build their houses for free (without asking for anything in
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return). This spirit underpins citizens’ kinship, and this cultural uniqueness empowers
the communities (Yuhertiana et. al, 2022). This can be seen particularlyw
respondents in rural areas where washers and shrouders refuse this payr@set a
very minimal amount because they do not want to burden the family mﬁ&s who are
already facing grief over the loss of their loved ones. In contrast, in ugban areas, most
respondents have set a specific amount of payment propor.'o?rhay the number of

For funeral prayers (Solat), the majority of respon state t‘tﬁsgdsts should

@

washers and shrouders needed.

be incurred for this prayer, whether for the imam or ttending c r{gzi@ One

be% rej@zr'eceiving
of b*ala ia, the@‘n?:e of giving

money and gifts to the attending congrw il exists and<has b@%e alocal custom.

Although this is not under thejurisdﬁ'wsof fune \T&%g g@or mosque authorities

N
and is up to the family membersyti sorﬂetim burd Q(:r?nilies who cannot afford

it yet still feels obliged to{:hthell C tométﬁxddition, in this study, four
t of money jas “sagbtati” or gratuity, not wages, as a
’ 4 ¢ &
token of apprecia;igckthe im;i \ﬁe icat@bﬂs time to lead the funeral prayer and
recite the talqinw il. T 'is stl,eyjﬁ't is observed that the value of “saguhati”
¢
also varies S@ng t0 loca n.’l

NN
consideréd ;‘saguhati’” e’iman‘@w performs all three tasks of prayer, talgin and

respondent even suggested that the communit

money for funeral prayers. However, in some are

respondents set a cert

S

tahli is amount is already K tdered sufficient in rural areas for the cost of fuel and

time, spent by the imam in fulfilling his responsibilities. However, in urban areas, the

d of “saguhati” starts from RMS50 and is only for one task. If the imam leads two
S

ks, such as prayer and talgin, a payment of RM100 will be given to the imam.
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5.6 Conclusion

This chapter presented the findings derived from the study's primary so&&i.e'.,

interviews with the respondents. According to the findings of the study, S%e three
aspects associated directly with the costs: obligation, the necessity to complete the

obligation and others. There are four obligatory elements with associated costs:

washing, the shroud, prayer, and the burial. Whereas for t ent of necessity

according to age, transportation of the body is required. ta pok' and gravestone

are cost-related items. This chapter also covers the outcomes associat th the cost

aspect. é | _\C’}
s b
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