CHAPTER 5
DISCUSSIONS AND CONCLUSIONS
The conclusions derived from the findings of this study on the perceptioﬁmple in

Padang Terap on the illegalization of Kratom under the Dangerous Drug 952). The
conclusions were based on the purpose, research questions and study rew e implications

of these findings and the recommendations will also be explaingd. Wmendaﬁons were

based on the conclusions and purpose of the study. "\d
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51 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
4 \,‘Z'

\elatq to the respondents to

rs b@ e the existing

The study found that uncertain income situation ilght b

sell Kratom as their side and additional incomﬁ}{itu i

income from rice and rubber cannot cover their daily n%

iaII_)LQ respondents who
may have experienced previous crop faiEs.)\ paev%’.l
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A
y k@?supported the study by
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Sukor, et al. (2017). The study foundiﬂ
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ncom rub ﬁ‘dnd paddy crops fluctuates,
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causing most farmers in the state of %dah to choos o'sel Ka'tom as additional income. The

study's results also found that th com,@ seﬁt&lg@that depend on commodity crops

cannot continue Iiving.@ond@se o@alternatives by doing activities that
N
generate side income@%r tT dail }r,ci den. The findings of this study have been

supported the preQﬁnding
4
poverty redu 'o%ﬁ

ong agri |tUI{| holSeholds in Malaysia (Mat et al., 2012; Nathan &
Mohd Row .
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Q\hough the income from Kratom has raised the people's economic standard in Kedah,

the government has proposed to amend the existing act to place Kratom under the Dangerous

which exandineéd how non-farm income contributed towards

46



Drugs Act. To the results of this study, the respondents strongly oppose the proposal because

they know the punishment of the act is very severe compared to the Poison Act. It suggorted
a

=

by Sukor, et al. (2017) who studied the reaction and action stakeholder Kratom\
against Dangerous Drugs Act 1952. The results of the interviews and group discu mowed
that the majority appears to agree that government should not implement t n Kratom.
In addition, respondents also think that Kratom is not a drug and doe\o:?r:oin harmful
substances like drugs. It is a type of leaf with nutrients and benefi irWine, especially in

restoring energy, that is suitable for use by farmers. '
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From the study results, all respondents knew that e propo;al 0 amend r%_ W was

implemented, they believed their income would be affged. I Etﬁ-t.ig , the k?olw that the

punishment under the Dangerous Drugs Act is \gver ‘sﬁch Iife@ risonment and

hanging if they are found guilty. However, all resp n% nd_eiQ) continue selling

Kratom secretly despite knowing the con%aeaes gfdoingjso. Allcés&pondents think a stable
ti

“« Q-
and strong household income can onlyk i h’ewxsuiue 'Qé’attivity.
’ N
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It parallels with the study arry{ ; I‘?T&If}@xamines the connections between

economic circumstance@ a lwo : Th@dy stated that to address economic
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%,

insecurity by gettin@u) mahey, m *M who have received death sentences in
Malaysia were e%pd in jprecarious jobs, including drug trafficking, knowingly or
s
be

unknowingly.4I'h re, it cou

"
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manifested that the financial push factor has encouraged

¢
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someone wtl ue to do something even if it is illegal.
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52 LIMITATIONS OF STUDY

This section provides information about limitations of this research. In research, limitations
and delimitations are key factors that establish boundaries, exceptions, reservaw nd
qualifications (Creswell, 2007). Fundamentally, limitations are conditions th (r@ct the
spectrum of research and may affect the research outcomes; and are beyo esearcher’s

control. There are three primary and important limitations in this researc\,

1) The research was conducted in Padang Terap area onl%e, %{:h results
could not be compared with other communities andgmay not be repr n'atK/‘SO'E‘the

broader population. S\
Y-

? 4
2) This research only involved three respondents. limit M e siz o@-restrlct the

external validity of the research and limit ity t oad gan ralizations.

d religs solely on a single

3) This researcher not using triangulatiorhle tw

method of source data that is i i edno , limiting ctﬁs& breadth and depth of

q <{-
information obtained. This Iiﬁ{ can r a mﬁ%wer understanding of the
N

phenomenaunderinve@' J' 0’
- 4 b o
l Ny

53 FUTURE RESS@-! R
The descriptiv ;uraofq litati

for future rese sBelows f

X~

1. Cor\u&search to analyze th@\pfential profitability of Kratom cultivation, especially

in \outhern state. The study should include analyzing market trends, consumer
Qf rences, and regulatory frameworks to guide farmers in making informed decisions
bout entering or expanding the Kratom industry.
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2. Conduct comprehensive studies on Kratom illegalization over social and public health

consequences and identify the potential shifts to alternative substances.

3. Broader views from the multiple groups such as police officers, medical offc' ersiyouth,

and social workers should be interviewed to gain more perspectives on %p Ications

of Kratom to the community. Y'
54  CONCLUSION ‘
This qualitative research aimed to conduct a descriptive pfienomeno aIOstqu to

N
explore, understand, and describe the Padang Ter@nunity' p ep{i
? 4

Oftgf the
illegalization of Kratom under the Dangerous Drugs A(W).

Y-
@évealed for
(9) themes from 13 sub-themes that were conclutew findings gwch

out f@rs of respondents

From this research, | had opportunities to scruti or@ I\

to sell Kratom. There are other determini gft)s, %UQV 'eé)@ht Kratom is an ancient
7]

herbal medicine and the simple Krato&%actor | obtaine the results of this study.

This study also showed th epti+ of pond@} from different angles. The
l q
respondent's perception and be%Krator’r;‘i&J:hege ief that "Kratom is not a drug but
rather a herbal remedy @ential therapeutic rties" should be considered cultural
A

factors in considerin Ngal' ation rdtona.slihe results of this study might be beneficial
4
to inform the ¢ nt to make ce&#rehensive study, especially related to the
. . ' 4 _ .
socioeconomi s<<’we local opufatlo at depends on Kratom sales. If there is no

N
comprehew\ dy, the population's\gaﬂce of income may be affected and impact poverty.

%sults of this study can also help the government to take proactive measures by

i@ the market price of rubber and rice so that the prices of these commodities can be

adjusted and reach a level that can help farmers get out of poverty. Finally, the results of this
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study can also help farmers to explore the possibility of diversifying crops to reduce
dependence on Kratom cultivation. It can help mitigate the risks associated with legal

Yv

restrictions or regulation changes.
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