CHAPTER 4

APPROACHES TO OVERCOME THE MISUNDERSTANDING O

4.1 Introduction Vz

In Islamic jurisprudence, the declaration of takfir cam'e?bund implications,

which required strict adherence to specific conditions to '§e Justlce and prevent
harm. Misunderstanding or misapplication of takfir can 1visio nd d
within the Muslim community. This chapter nto ap 0 4ha{:21m to

overcome the misunderstanding of takfir by e%lg thw a co@lons under

which it can be declared. By emphasmn 1 ev1deﬁ‘c ntlonaowledge and

the role of qualified scholars, this m es the im

principles to promote unity and p € he 1steachings.

The mlsunw ng l

knowledge and t10n edjto the C%»e The main factor of the emergence of

takfir is due w of nowl gd’and/"At understanding certain aspects in Islamic
teachm% mpks (H danl 4). There are some people interpret Qur’anic

verses and Hadith by using its @_) perspective and understand it without referring to
iable sources or Islamlc scholars. This situation could lead them to see the verses
b 1

iteral meaning and not by its hidden meaning (Hamdani, 2024). There are many

oerses from Allah has its subtle and implicit meaning, therefore, we must look at the

verses from different views and as a wide context, not as a narrow context.
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Additionally, many principles and laws mentioned directly in the Qur’an has
been replaced by another verses and Prophet Muhammad’s P.B.U.H. Hadith V‘TS
known as al-Nasikh (revoking Syari’ah law with a subsequent Syari’ah e@ and
al-Mansukh (the revoked law) in Islamic principles (Rusli, 2016). T&e several
types of al-Nasikh, which are; ruling and the recitation; ruling VW recitation;

recitation without ruling; and nasakh Qur’an by Hadith (Rusli| 201 or example, in

ij)};f }z\“/b' P c}frf V‘
9595 5 B e p—<-5 \Y'
| S
4 b
“I forbade you to visit graves, but you may now Wem”w a al-l\/@dbih: 1762)

Based on the hadith, nasikh \% happen

the é‘ue sentence. The
command to visit grave is a/-Nasikli{ while the p \ﬂx(lgn

Hadith by Prophet Muhammad P.B.U.H:

vistt.grave is al-Mansukh
S
&
X

(Rusli, 2016). 0 4

It is very crucial %wl gea%{di al to disseminate the right
(

information to the put% can help toLo.

FE
from the worst @naﬂol \Qtep isé( only important to rectify publics’
understanding INIS can € ?eoafssﬁich also contribute to a well-informed
¢
h '8

society aboq e clirrent/issue that alr.eggl)/ existed since long time ago. Muslim society
needs tw ate a‘ovj r is@ld know about the dangerous of takfir so people

wil derestimate its neg&@’impact towards Islamic community (Malik, 2024).

N

In this globalization era, there are many techniques and methods we can use to

Oulate credible and reliable information related to fakfir towards public. The first

methods are through educational approach which by curriculum development,

e misunderstanding and prevent



workshops and seminars. University plays a pivotal role in shaping understanding of
Islamic concept among Islamic youth group. Collaboration with Islamic schol?ﬂ
educators mainly among lecturers and professors that have educational @und
related to Islamic religious concepts will help to influence student ding this
matter. This collaboration could create a new syllabus or subjectsWparticularly for

Islamic studies students which also available for other stq%entN the university

University authorities should encourage students andracademici ()ing?ase

(Mokhtar, 2024).

N
research studies associated to this matter which o contribute ulml' Li)ons of

4
books and scholarly article published by the uyﬂty

W 4). %\_shis regard,
university should give support throughce graat, ss to%e resources,

platforms for publications, and manyN is su@rt, it will help to
=\

at ct%\same time enhanced

reduce challenges in order to % rese
determination among researc@) %@uﬁiﬁ&mding takfir issues. The
results of the research could?blishf thr jourfialarticles or book writing under
university publication %can als %JF‘ILE/ versity’s good reputation among
public (Mokhtar, % @ %(J

A >

Anoth@r hod ?!re rmation and knowledge towards Muslim

t
society 1 %g social media platferms which is through just one click (Ahmad
Nl s

Najaa’ . With the istence\ogql'nternet speed and so many social media platforms

ey

t &eps evolve with the prog%ssion of time, we need to grab the opportunity to share

owledge among public society. As Muslim preachers, it is important to know
Oich platforms were most used by each age group among public. By recognizing this



matter, it will help to draft what type of information and how much of it is suitable for

certain platforms. Y
As example, in Facebook platform, which is a type of SOCij %orking

platform, people usually post their thoughts by using long sentences with"formality
(Team, 2023). It shows that Facebook is well-suited to disse 1nate formation by

lengthy and detail explanation regarding certain topic dlSCLl hlle Instagram

primarily focus on sharing photos and short videos which rgam&ed by hashtags
and geographical tagging. As for this platform, it is highly ai B%..use
graphical poster contain concise but comprehen%rmatlo tofattra t&tﬁemces

(Mokhtar, 2024). Multiple graphical posters ¢ Tombm\ com;%r which is
able to create short videos and spread it tlcwher s%&ia dia ﬁ?

03 A
N

4.3  Addressing Doctrinal 0 )
<8~'

The issue of takfir w111 n settle.‘f\Ahe root causes of the matter

not being handle effectivel iris ar;fﬁmé 1®ogy that being held by extremist

ce the e of Prophet Muhammad P.B.U.H.

——9

group in Islam which already ei

(Hamdani, 2024@ €o

of time, and en develo

names th,hl Qz?d VEJ I

well-knewn extremist groups t@%t;‘e;usted in this current time, that used fakfir as an

a read@ely, keep evolving through the changes
S @&mdam 2024). Al-Qaeda and ISIS are the most

to support their ideology, punish other Muslims that against them, and commit

Q nce towards another Muslims.

The most dangerous impact of takfir is it could lead to murder and genocide
against others that differ in terms of ideology from them (Mokhtar, 2024). There are
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three matters and issues that could affect takfir greatly which are; justifying the killing
of Muslims; opposing Muslims; and waging war against Muslims (Mokhtar, }
Misguided ideology of Islam could potentially contribute and lead to these thr 10uUs
matters and if all of these occur, it can be considered as a significant \&risis. The

fundamental cause of erroneous belief is they adhere to teachings%her than Ahli

Sunnah Wal Jamaah. Any beliefs other than Ahli Sunnah Wal Jam will facilitates

the path for an individuals or groups to declare others as k. khtzr, 2024).

Therefore, as long as the issue of ideology remains dMe ofﬁd(ﬁr
N
will still be persist even though the extremist grzé longer exiSted ’n -ﬁf.?future
4
(Mokhtar, 2024). Even if in the future, current%dst up suc% ully been

eradicated, there is possibility that ano Nf extremist jeroup will be develop

(Mokhtar, 2024). Agidah is the formsN dational ide@logy @slam. Hence, it is

\ A
important for all Muslims to hav und ing a d@nctice according to the
o ¥ 8

Islamic principles. A proper & d und%(ﬁg ofA ah based on the teaching
of Ahli Sunnah Wal Jamaawhcontrrute ste@idarity and enhance clarity in

|

the theological princip%ng Mu?i%s‘jsddz%r, 024).

With the @n 0 Lan ing Q?al matters, any misunderstanding or

b

do
% 2
misinterpreta% Aqillah si 1f’1 n&g'{o
debate ar's%ternin Aqidah opiégrounding the public, it need to be discuss and
Lo
t

h deeper nal}f:is%% the responsible parties. Other than that, modern

e address in more depth. If any heated

mnvesti

c ges in relation to doct?hal theme which posed by societal changes or other

al elements need to be tackle professionally in order to ensure it remains relevant
Qd applicable. These circumstances can be effectively handle by authorized entities

such as Mufti of the Federal Territory, and Islamic Religious Department (Malik, 2024).
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4.4 Tighten Current Regulation \i

When it comes to the implications of takfir, Malaysia is identifie a%aceful
country compared to another Muslim country. The situation in other;%gn nation
regarding this issue is very concerning especially in Middle East unmalik, 2024).
One of the reason is because of the existence of the extremist in certain country
were quite uncontrolled. Extremist groups like ISIS an@a are highly prevalent
in their countries, and they can easily recruit the public to jotfithei trMho{%‘ing
otllll-){zantrast

ing }a‘g;[e which

prohibited by any responsible party. While the sitwation 1h Malaysia

because Malaysia has its own regulation to com‘thsu om

other countries do not have (Malik, 2024 ICV “\ $

When there are any evidence rhna iwy t q&%vidual is involved
A
% e S@)\uity Offences (Special
N

in a terrorist movement, they ca arge der' t
q
Measures) Act 2012 (SOSMAW tar, 20 e mai&ifyhrpose of the establishment
\
of SOSMA is to provi eWities to 1 eitig@nd prevent security offenses
d to

especially those relate ori% b¥ersion. Specific offenses that could be

classified as secu@nse@ acts @rorism, sabotage, and involvement in
N

organized cri exten gemati ?'se . This act allows for preventive detention

of suspect%.\t triallup to 28 daySsDue to this, there are rumors that this act may

be ab m it violat huéa@ts (Affairs, 2024).

S
\'he Malaysian Minister of Home Affairs, Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

3), state that the security laws under the responsibility of ministry particularly
O

SMA, is very important to preserve and ensure national security which is why it is

still relevant to be used until this day (Ngah, 2023). The Royal Malaysia Police (PDRM)
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still require SOSMA to take immediate action in preventing any public disturbance and
threats to national sovereignty and the well-being of the citizens (Ngah, 2023).?!5
this reason, rather than abolished the act, the government determined to im@n‘em
act. To carry out these improvements, internal discussions and workﬁkwith non-
governmental organizations, academicians, and other experts need to be’done to review

proposed enhancements (Ngah, 2023). V

In this regard, SOSMA is seen as a favorable 1 it en'1ances regional

cooperation with Association of Southeast Asian Nations EA ).Mﬁb ive
o . S LS

approach aims to improve the detection and exc information afigintelligence on

s T
cross-border criminal activities. ASEAN cou?!can%{q en thﬁ?_l_\/efforts to
combat transnational crime by workingcwr whi conzr;@e to regional

security and stability (Affairs, 2024). This “nitiative hi light@e significance of

Y
regional solidarity in addressing %x s@
@

né& that impact multiple
e,

Southeast Asian nations. :
S
t Role \" “(fj/

45  Play Signiﬁ&
There ar: &deo

that are ooiﬁtadict from the principle of Ahli Sunnah

[ 4

!
Wal Jamaah &xi in Malay. sﬁcltilc}sg(asim Ahmad, Sisters in Islam, and many
more. T%k of p?'n ipl#}totalh@fer from what has been outlined in Islamic law.
The _doetrin

held by Kasimc%&hmad completely rejects the Hadith of Prophet
N

Nad P.B.U.H. and totally against Prophet Muhammad P.B.U.H. (Ahmad, 2014).
ile

Sister in Islam is a non-governmental organization advocates for the rights of

glslim women which they adopted liberal approach in their beliefs, permitting women

to lead prayers as imams even in the presence of men (Zuraidah Kamaruddin, 2018).
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Malaysian citizens, highly aware of deviant teachings that deviate from the
mainstream Islamic principles, have collectively opposed these ideologies, pr w
the authorities to take decisive legal actions. Citizens of Malaysia did not% lind
eye but unanimously urging the responsible parties to fulfill their d that this
deviant teaching does not spread among the community. Unlike Ma%a‘s approach,
where public awareness and legal measures are the main key, mw situation in the
Middle East country might lead to more extreme reactions X-V

i(]lent protest due

to the region’s distinct cultural, political, and social con (Ma 'kw

In this regard, not everyone has the authemty* to" declar¢ s onla e)s‘? as an

L 4
infidel. This right is reserved solely for the court?f! Fatwa Comimittee Tﬁése bodies

ps C()Txxﬁ\t of members

who are highly knowledgeable and exm d in Islamieyaw (N@( 2024). When an
Y

issue of fakfir arises within the co the&vx uéerities will do thorough

investigation to ensure Justlce irness~Eor e 4&1 individual is accused of

infidel because they expres beh th@pon&ble parties will conduct
er; n‘is

investigation to determ%ether tlr:

of the implication K dec*aratl or un oerc10n
The p%\nv ves ' Lé—gd'utlny to understand the context and the

intention e sta ment, s@ that any declaration of takfir is based on solid

groun :% ot on sunger@amgs or external pressures (Malik, 2024). The

1gat10n might include 1nh/1ews gathering testimonies, and examining evidence

are not composed of individuals acting al Nperat ejas

EQ ment was made out of ignorance

full picture of the situation. The goal is to avoid wrongful accusations and ensure
t any decision made upholds the principles of justice and Islamic law (Malik, 2024).

This rigid process highlights the importance of due process and the serious nature of
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declaring someone as an infidel, which is not a decision to be taken lightly or made

without substantial and compelling evidence. Y.

N

If, by following a comprehensive investigation into an individ l% issue

related to takfir, the court or Fatwa Committee concludes that the person has indeed
been declared an infidel, it becomes mandatory for the leaders ,or m‘[ies to take
legal action against that individual. The government must avresponsibility for
enforcing the appropriate punishment, as neglecting to do s d res‘lt in significant

issue within the community. The process involves several €ritical steps nsuﬁQ.that

justice is served and that the decision is based o ough and faifjdiscussion. This

. o . REY Y
might include gathering evidence, consultmgwﬂ Vaﬁsus\ mic ,é%hblars, and
reviewing all aspects of the case meticucwth thWai ens(u;ﬁlat the ruling
d

rincip O

Once the decision is made, Qhohi s must act s@ftly and decisively. This
4

reflects a deep understanding of Islamic

N
could involve legal proceew ublic ncenﬁf&é, and ensuring that the
\

punishment aligns witltslaR law an, the ulnt% egal framework (Malik, 2024).

The government must co uni% y&v@the public to explain the reasons
ss|

behind the decis@he Jce
N
serious matte%\)ria ly ¢ ?!l td.%!’éfusion and potential violence within the

communit@ik, 2024). Therefore,it 1s the duty of the authorities to maintain order

4

and u principles of ﬁ:st@?) prevent any form of societal disruption or chaos.
XS

\'he importance of this process cannot be overstated, as it preserves the integrity

of t@ions taken. Failing to address such a

ofthe legal and religious system and assure community’s stability and harmony. In the
i

ddle East, there are established institutional frameworks such as the Fatwa

Committee and the courts specifically designed to address matters concerning the
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declaration of someone as an infidel. Despite these structures, difficulties arise when
governmental authorities opt to defend individuals who have been labeled aYﬂl
(Malik, 2024). This stance, seen as a failure to uphold judicial decisions an%\)rate

trust in the state’s commitment to legal and religious principles. A

Consequently, it may spur public unrest and acts of Vigil%juzme as citizens

perceive an inequality between official mandates and t umplementation in

safeguarding societal norms and order. This undersc & ctltical role that

governments, courts, and all stakeholders must play signifiéant r leMssilﬁ.this

—_

issue effectively.

4.6  Conclusion \%
The exploration of the cmeitions for ng

balance that required betwee , kflowle

jurisprudence. By adhering strictly to tr

comprehensive knowl% iberate jud mén@ed the supervision of qualified
h

4 4
scholars, could redw r sks| W erstaidifig and misuse. These conditions not
only safeguard

teac%gs but also uphold the unity and dignity

!
g&)r\t%a continual education, open to dialogue, and

ethical %1 offh bs'e)"inciplgé{*c\main essential in ensuring that fakfir serves its
u

of Muslim co ity. By mo

intende

N

ose of preserving @;igious harmony and justice in society.
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