CHAPTER I %\Y

THE INTELLECTUAL BACKGROUND OF ROBERT SPENCEND HIS
BOOK: THE TRUTH ABOUT MUHAMMAD: FOUNDER OF ORLD’S
MOST INTOLERANT RELIGION

\Y

2.1 Introduction i\d
Purpose of this second chapter is to pr$ overview t §§ér’s

background in order to answer the first researc estion",t kn ab%_} Robert

\nd N
ound, ach ents, and

Spencer’s biography including his intellectual bac

contributions. %V
First and foremost, this seco Mer cri
Spencer, the writer of The Truth DMWamma ou(@r of The World’s Most
“« Q-
Intolerant Religion. It coversw onal ands Iectt@ﬁéckground as the important
\
information to know abeut hw. This s

dy 0, expases his career along with a list of

®)
e ‘mc ground of Robert
A

‘?Egb)des brief chapter reviews for the

his published writings. T reseﬂ@ 0

overview about t@ l §
O

& | of
O
22 P nd _Intell I %ﬁ(ground of Robert Spencer
ﬁ% &l
be i

L

ruce Spencer is a.@liknown contemporary American author, a prolific
2

b ﬁgir and a key figure in the United States. He was born on February 27", 196287
a

0 s shown an interest in Islam since his young age. He now joins Greek Catholic

8 n. a. n.d. “About Robert Spencer and Staff Writers”. Jihad Watch. <https://www.jihadwatch.org/about-
robert>.
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Church and has become one of the members of the Melkite Greek Catholic Church
which is an Eastern church that is in communion with Rome and similar to the ow
church®, His interest in learning the Islamic religion according to him, @aﬂer
the exile of his grandparents who used to stay in Turkey with other G&ns for so
long. They refused to accept Islam and chose to be exiled®,

estors were still

Knowing his ancestors have to move away from their Ianq of birth, being involved
an(]

with some violence, and even the death of family member

able to positively speak about life over there that makeS*§pencen wa ow about
L ]
Islam. He says that through these experiences, it makes high more eag ka@amic
studies. He took the very first opportunity he ¢ e v% ge @Kéd the al-
T

Qur’an and begin studying Islamic theolog\%\?y torywln hisyyoun ys during the

Cold War, he worked at Revolutionw Maoist store™in" New York City
founded by Robert Avakian. There, %bbed t %t rg@\/arious books related
o S
to Islam®. 4« Q-
NN &

Since 1980, he has been st yirl ou Iam@ology, law, and history. He

then receives Bachelo%t?and M Yij ‘f[m@th in Religious Studies from the
ill.

s &
University of No&%olina af $W86 he received his master’s degree
with the researw ont ic hiﬁ%ﬂl.
¢

!
He a@end most higti@g?igging and exposing the radical movements
NN
that ha\% ed ig’ ?st an@orldwide. He is also seriously involved in the
\ F
N N
d‘. a. 21 July. 2006. “Q&A with Robert Spencer”. C-SPAN. <https://www.c-span.org/video/?193778-
q

a-robert-spencer#>.
Ibid.
0 Ibid.
n.d. n. a. “About Robert Spencer and Staff Writers ”. Jihad Watch. <https://www.jihadwatch.org/about-
robert>.
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attempt to counter-jihad movements in the United States along with his co-partner,

5
O

2.3  Robert Spencer’s Career and His Published Writings Y'

Pamela Geller.

Robert Spencer has been working for more than ZON@ in searching,

understanding, and producing writings on Islam®. He h vaolved in various

@

about the invasion of particularly the Western countrS’ and generally e' parts\‘afthe

projects and seminars related to radical movements i to aise\\b'lifwareness

N
world, by Islamist jihadists.
s b 4§

Y' Y
Up until now, Robert Spencer has published a tota \Z*Lbooks Updated in his

website Jihadwatch.org®. His three lat st@iion i

Gambit: How the Left is Trying to Foment a'Ci i%

are titled'(1) The Sumter

=

0_\&0 t Afghanistan? and

A
N
&

o
Among his 27 publicati@\tE were ipated g‘ﬂéw York Times bestsellers.
N
They were: The Politically I%rrect Guide ta'l Ia@d the Crusades) and The Truth
About Muhammad: Founder of R ’S“l@l Intolerant Religion published by

Regnery Publish@ Hi tlory Jiha@m Muhammad to ISIS published by
o b
Bombardier % thé other r? Wﬂs%*x/arded as a bestselling book®*.

He >Qen appainted’ as’a man Fellow at the David Horowitz Freedom
4
Cente m

serving as an adj@ellow with the Free Congress Foundation, one of

a. n. d. “Robert Spencer: American Journalist, Author and Blogger”. Peoplepill.com.
ttps://peoplepill.com/ people/robert-spencer-2/>.

n.a. n.d. “Robert Spencer’s Book.” Jihad Watch. <https://www.jihadwatch.org/robert-spencers-books>.
%n.d. n. a. “About Robert Spencer and Staff Writers . Jihad Watch. <https://www.jihadwatch.org/about-
robert>.

% |bid.

(3) The Church & The Pope: The Cage for ok, odo

s
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subdivisions of the Heritage Foundation®. He also participates in a weekly columnist
for PJ Media and FrontPage Magazine. Spencer has written hundreds of articlw ihad
and Islamic terrorism in all media platforms where he involved in. His % Islam
and other topics have been published in the Los Angeles Times, the or

Post, the

Washington Times, the Journal of International Security Affairs@orldNet Daily, just

to name a few?’. Y'
Besides appointed as a writer to the Investigativ@v Tkr!)ri.s? he is also
invited as a speaker at non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and fe r'd §p@(€r in
(,)
many universities and colleges in the Western%s. ?p t from t@e also
discussed about jihad, Islam and terrorism at a wiorksho M red bgttre U.S. State

Department and the German Foreign Mir%\;) 0\ &
With the popularity he has, varmevismrg io B{Qams invite him to
ur

give talks about radical movementsitha a%' ollowing the aftermath
o
of the September 11%", 2001,%;99. Th ogra;ﬁ;}r-wolved were namely the

N : :
BBC, CNN, Fox progr SW radio pro Im$’léThe Sean Hannity Show, Bill
T, T;,

O’Reilly’s Radio Facto Mark L€vj (ﬁv&d so on®,

His eﬁorts@in l/vriti artic eeand giving evidences regarding the

mist extremists and domestic extremists

QD
a5

§.

o}

S

g.

>

(@)

—

(@)
v"g/

O (Q

&

S

w
%,

w own and could expand his influence on other
& v
3\ S

. d. “Robert Spencer: \American Journalist, Author and Blogger”. Peoplepill.com.
oplepill.com/ people/robert-spencer-2/>.

%Zaki Mehta. 2011. The Rise of Radical Islam and Effectiveness of Counterterrorism in a Global Age.
-International Relations. <https://www.e-ir.info/2011/09/20/the-rise-of-radical-islam-and-
effectiveness-of-coun ter-terrorism-in-a-global-age/>.

100 d. n. a. “About Robert Spencer and Staff Writers ”. Jihad Watch. <https://www.jihadwatch.org/about-
robert>.
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people. Most of his works are related to political issues in the United States alongside

with his major concerns about the political ideologies of radical groups. Hi%Zha

been translated into many languages including Spanish, Italian, Gerfan, Finnish,

w

Korean, Polish, Portuguese and Bahasa Indonesia'®*. Below is thngrt Spencer’s

books as listed in Jihad Watch®°?. V

1. Islam Unveiled: Disturbing Questions About t
Growing Faith (Encounter Books, 2002)

2. Onward Muslim Soldiers: How Jihad Still Threate
West
(Regnery Publishing, 2003)

3. Inside Islam (with Daniel Ali) (Ascenst S, K)

4. The Myth of Islamic Tolerance: Mic Lé’\}/Tr s Nor=Muslims
(Prometheus Books, 2004)
5. The Politically Incorrect G 'chla usades)
(Regnery Publishing, 20 A
4 o
“Founder of thé'Wolds Most Intolerant
ishing, 200 X
A\ v o4 ' N
7. Religion of Pcce?v}zy Ch}istia ILs Islam Isn’t (Regnery

Publishing, 2 2
Ty T
lishi

8. Stealth Ji Nw RaflicaMslam is S@"/erting America without Guns

or Bom nery. 0, 20
P B '\ ! , Q/

9. The b? te ,vﬁdel @ial(e:fa the Koran (Regnery Publishing,

2 ' ) Q
10 t-Anéw esid?#cy: The Obama Administration’s War on
America (with Pamela C@fé’r) (Threshold Editions/Simon & Schuster,
&)10) o

1. Did Muhammad Exist? An Inquiry into Islam’s Obscure Origins (I1SI
Books, 2011)
. Not Peace but A Sword: The Great Chasm Between Christianity and
Islam

Id’s 'Fastest

6. The Truth About Muh
Religion (Regnery P

101 | pid.
125,32, n.d. “Robert Spencer’s Books”. Jihad Watch. <https://www.jihadwatch.org/robert-spencers-
books>.
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(CA Press, 2013)
13. Arab Winter Comes to America: The Truth About the War We're In

(Regnery Publishing, 2014) \

14. The Complete Infidel’s Guide to ISIS (Regnery Publishing, 2015;%

15. The Complete Infidel’s Guide to Iran (Regnery Publishing, 2
16. The Complete Infidel’s Guide to Free Speech (and Its Enenti
(Regnery Publishing, 2017)

17. Confessions of an Islamophobe (Bombardier Books,

18. The History of Jihad from Muhammad to ISIS (

19. The Palestinian Delusion: The Catastrophic Hi
East Peace Process (Bombardier Books, 20
20. Rating America’s Presidents: An Ameri

Who Is Overrated, and Who was an Abso Dlsagte (B baro\gr
Books, 2020)

21. Mass Migration in Europe: A M%z theo\ T’Senteézﬁ'he

Security Press, 2020)

22. Islamophobia and The Thre t%e Speech-(Center &Secunty
Policy Press, 2021) \

23. Did Muhammad Exist? A Inquzry i \Iskg)s re Origins,
Revised and Expanded E om ks,2021)

a2

24. The Critical Quran ined fr sia ic;Commentaries and

Contemporary Histori eseiar bard ooks, 2022)

25. The Church p The ,Case For 'Fh@doxy (Uncut Mountain
Press, 2022) Q
26. Who Lost A ghanl G{WSE‘W Policy Press, 2022)

27. The Su b| e Lef@‘l’rylng to Foment a Civil War

(BomEa%S 0 k
D) S éé:i'st of the books!®
’

es Related with C\unter Jihad Movements

2
Aépencer s life is full of colors. He is surrounded with people who support and

Oend him in his career. As well as people who criticize him as they do not agree with

3

103 h.a. n.d. “Robert Spencer’s Books”. Jihad Watch. <https://www.jihadwatch.org/robert-spencers-
books>.
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his statements in his writings and his works that criticize Islam and his contribution in

disseminating Islamophobial®. This fearmongering brings about mtens&ans

among Muslims specifically to Muslims in the Western countries. Them aowmg

the issues related with him and how people reacted on his present |vgal as part of
the objectives of this study.
His passion in criticizing radical Islam and its violent Wents drive several

Muslim countries to ban his publications like Pakist e r%entiments

being downplayed and the nobility of Prophet Muhammad P ing t’a@@ﬂed

[ O

Pakistan made a step forward in showing protes ards Spf.nc ri eceQ_ r 2006.
e OfTS v‘orld s Most
pubjﬁz d and used in

in 9 namely Onward

Pakistan banned his book The Truth about Muh mad:
Intolerant Religion as an objectionableﬁgsw fr

Pakistan'®. Besides, Malaysia also has nedkhis ?‘
fl

Muslim Soldiers due to its co t%i Qﬁicl}. eneesMuslims to stray from
a

ew 102 %

Clearly, in 2011, VIO| nce I d in Norway by a Norwegian
known as Anders Behr% g.»z;}) r’s attack on Islamic jihad. Brevik
bombed governm |n !nd killed a n er of innocent teenagers'®’. This attack

is deeply mf@%& byj caunte J}Had ements of American activists including
hIS ?

Islamic principles and p053|bl

Robert S tlas Shrugs blogger Pamela Geller and the

M. 2011. “Horowitz and Spencer’s Islamophobia”. Center for American Progress.

.americanprogress.org/issues/ext/2011/10/19/10540/horowitz-and-spencers-

obia/>.

Russy, C. 2007. “Pakistan: Book Closed on Muhammad”. National Review: <https://www.national
iew.com/phi-beta-cons/pakistan-book-closed-muhammad-candace-de-russy/>.

Wn, a. 12 July 2007. “Ministry Bans 14  Books”.  Internet  Archive.

<Https://web.archive.org/web/20160303221210/http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/v3/printable.ph

p?id=272915>.

07Shane, S. 24 July 2011. “Killing in Norway Spotlight Anti-Muslim Thought in U.S.”. The New York

Times. <https://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/25/us/25debate.html>.
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pseudonymously written blog Gates of Vienna who portrayed Islam as a threat to the
West!®, He quoted Spencer’s criticism of global jihad for more than 60 ti&' her
from his books or website, Jihad Watch'®. Unfortunately, Breivmv uslim
immigration to Norway and other parts of Europe as a threat indigenous
civilization and culture. Therefore, according to the judge w resided Breivik’s

indictment, his actions in this mass murder is due to en@a, also known as

hand believes his actions to be one of the efforts¢in saving Norw. n @'Slim

Islamophobia and alienation that fuels anti-Islamic sentiments: Brwﬁ the other
ayp fro

domination and Marxism*°,

4
As a result, from this issue, Spencer received critici \ﬁq readsrsg/d societies

especially in the United States and Eur@n

outspoken critics of Islam and the inten spo%?

caobgr%@

9 Q—
unfairly vilified Muslims whil%' g do e reat\oif(atttacks from other domestic
: N
radicalst!?, Y : l §
While in the United Kingdomdi 39'3(5)40me Office banned Spencer and

Pamela Geller, hi mnd rl)f Stop Isla ﬂ%on of America and Freedom Defense

N
Initiative frortmng hes UKY2, IThissis’ because their appearance in the United
Kingdom @norsen he fragile situation and foster hatred there. According to the
& ¢

108 A 25 July 2011. “The R f Breivik’s Rage: Is he a wright-wing Christian fanatic? Which
will he be assigned?”. The Atlantic.

: .theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/07/roots-breiviks-rage/353232/>.
son, E. 25 July 2011. “Anders Behring Breivik and the influence industry of rage”. Washington
<https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/anders-behring-breivik-and-the-influence-industry-

age/2011/07/25/g1QASd2WZI_story.html>.

10 Shane, S. 24 July 2011. “Killing in Norway Spotlight Anti-Muslim Thought in U.S.”. The New York
imes. <https://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/25/us/25debate.html>.

11 1bid.

12, a. 2013. “US bloggers banned from entering UK”. BBC NEWS. <https://www. bbc.com/news/uk-

23064355>.

D

The@e York Times,
ds ,the“threats of Islamic
A Y

militants from anti-Islamic activis r,'Pa 'el%Geller and others have

(N

E
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UK anti-extremism, the decision of barring them both was due to Spencer’s viewpoint
about Islam that urges Muslims to wage war between infidels in order t% an
example to the community**3, iﬁ

These spotlight introductions on his biography and issues re ith him are
part of the first objectives of this study in introducing Robert{;ﬁr.ﬁ With these,

researcher could view how he is persistent and committedsIn” countering jihad

e @hamer is
about Spencer’s understanding and views about Isl acksgin thé I‘QRFE of
religion, and what people’s views about him. é p ' -{‘)
TS

2.5 Robert Spencer’s View about ]%Nd Bca ttaco {the Name of

Religion \ A

Radical jihad movements t CQ h%) e\ly, g_‘l;e&a bad impression and
negative impact towards both% arﬂ%/@sﬁrﬁ%nd the globe. Bloodshed
IS perpetrated everywh an'peopl} Wo lidsnﬁ%re the sanctity of human life is

no longer valued in t es. Num aﬁai@ by radical groups have emerged

particularly in Zo@he @the U States, heightened by further killings
B

in Madrid on Nrc 2004 i;h kdj%d’lgl people, the bombing in London and

Amsterda rther fueled by fr t stories of numerous other threats planned or
’

preve %hese attacks h{ve{é,'c'bme one of the prominent and controversial issues.
S N

4Egerton, F.2011. Jihad in The West: The Rise of Militant Salafism. New York: Cambridge University

Press. p.1; Zulkifli Hasan. n.d. “Memahami Isu Islamofobia: Antara Persepsi dan Realiti.” Zulkifli
hasan.word.press.com. <https://zulkiflihasan.files.wordpress.com/2008/05/memahami-isu-
islamophobial.pdf. >. p. 1.

movements and spreading awareness to the public. T
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These situations have worsened the image of Islam in the eyes of the world. From

these situations, emerged the Islamophobia phenomenon causing fe&zn

communities in the United States and other Western nations. Many Amerigans are afraid

(o]

that Islam would impose its own values and ideals, thus threatening Awagricans and their

traditions®. \)

The impact of their worries caused a tendency to di criw Muslim societies

by exclusion and social rejection!®. Thereby, mass mediasand rit@?wg Robert
Spencer plays important roles in addressing and stressing the'causes of a' o'bh@m to

cast into the society’s hearts and minds in addit ith the implementati .n\Of jihad
2 3

movements by Islamists.t’ ? \ &

Alongside with this, there are al MS u30n ativg, foundations and

wealthy donors who are the Iifebloodhlsla

r{% et\& in America whom

among them supported the carrie%co}tew’ﬁ obq-,;f‘$&pencer.118 He is one of
9 Q—

a id. Y, rushﬁ@, Daniel Pipes and Steven

the five men including Franl\ y

- - l \ - -
Emerson according to,the ericanprogr s.lor J%They are actively promoting

io?ai@a misinformation about Islam and

Muslims in Ame@cul rA/. <$
Some pep nsider Spe c‘gﬂ aq_a%nf—lslam as he obviously utters and writes

radical sta o frame Islam @as ag~ntolerant religion with no peace within it. Up to

N

ek, A. 2020. “Portrayals of Jihad: A Cause of Islamophobia.” Islamophobia Studies Journal. VVol.
<Https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.13169/islastudj.5.2.0210?seq=1>. p. 210.
son, L. 2008. Islamophobia: Features of Islamophobia and Strategies against It. (Master Thesis)
0 University. p. 35.

aripek, A. 2020. “Portrayals of Jihad: A Cause of Islamophobia.” Islamophobia Studies Journal. Vol.
2). <Https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.13169/islastudj.5.2.0210?seq=1>. p. 210.
n.a. nd. “The Islamophobia Misinformation Experts.” Center for American Progress.
<https://www.americanprogress.org/wp-
content/uploads/issues/2011/08/pdf/islamophobia_chapter2.pdf>. p. 27
191bid.

oL

Islamophobia and responsible for_orC

.
4
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the extent where Spencer depicts Islam as an inherently violent religion?.

Americanprogress.org quoted Spencer in saying that the traditional Islam'& ta
moderate and peaceful religion hence, it is only a religion with a deve %}octrine
and tradition in warfare against unbelievers*?!, He has mistreated th ’an and found
a lot of evidence in the al-Qur®an and prophet’s tradition which U$S to engage
in war and hold warfare against non-Muslims. Y'

Nonetheless, some people still consider Robert er as a prer cholar in
the Islamic religion. As one of the leading writers andydirector of Jihad chH, cer
has become an influential writer on the issues re?&olslam. iha Wa{@‘? one of

! 4

the websites he manages aside from other webpag@gs he i

the role of Islamic jihad ideology in the wob

Spencer sums up his views of Islam a8; “thw ion ige world that has a

developed doctrine, theology a (QI 8;&%’@ rr@ates violence against
4]
unbelievers and mandates th\ Iimj%ﬁlge ﬁwin order to establish the
\%%

hegemony of the Islamig soctal order a\' 3. This could be seen in Jihad

over ]
Watch, the righteous attitudes of w th er side of the world regarding the

issues of Indian hthm\l/ing indus stones. He misevaluates that radical

N
issue with angmef nt gueted O'Q’ chgi'ﬂic verses in the chapter al-Mumtahanah

—

(72]

,q

verse 4 th atredfand gnmity een Muslims and infidels would last forever

4

% \V}v—
120WA§, L. 2013. “Catholic?nt Cancels Talk by Islam Critic”. Boston Globe Magazine.

< ://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/01/31/roman-catholic-diocese-worcester-cancels-speech-

i [/i7ncz8xftpb8pxxquactlj/story.html>.

“n.d. “The Islamophobia Misinformation Experts.” Center for American Progress.

:/lwww.americanprogress.org/wp-
tent/uploads/issues/2011/08/pdf/islamophobia_chapter2.pdf>. p. 27.

#Bridge Initiative Team. 2018. “Factsheet: Robert Spencer.” Bridge: A Georgetown University

nitiative. <https://bridge.georgetown.edu/research/factsheet-robert-spencer-2/>.

12na. nd. “The Islamophobia Misinformation Experts.” Center for American Progress.

<https://www.americanprogress.org/wp-

content/uploads/issues/2011/08/pdf/islamophobia_chapter2.pdf>. p. 27.
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and should be an example whilst forgiveness is explicitly declared not to be

—— ('}Y'
o~

2.6 Review of The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of The l% Most

Intolerant Religion V

The Truth About Muhammad is one of Robert Spencer’s Ws firstly published

in the United States by Regnery publishing, Inc in 2006, liisa b Iio@?reference

of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH with Islamic histerical and cantro s'al ﬁte{ﬁtﬂre.
Q)

To sum up, this book contains 224 pages starf& ths. chronalogy "P‘Prophet

Muhammad’s PBUH life, names, and places agn th

captured in this book and closed with @Oﬁe

%btq of E‘is?\rfcal events
otesyand an index. He
ny. tQmust be faced and

borne due to jihadist radicalism. :é b k%n%l @rs as listed below.

\ l
1

Chapter 2 , omte&f}e

i adsr

1. Why a bio ph)k u mat} elevant today?

2. I@ of t@s@c Mu@nad

- KN
3. (@hmn’adtbe jsla et

4. '%uham ad’s revela k'g and their sources
° 3
5: “A waerﬁh@ of a terrific punishment”
F = '
6.

Muhammad bge)mes a warlord

o
«Q

“War is deceit”

Casting terror into their hearts

1245pencer, B. R. 2020. “India: Muslims Including Women and Children Pelt Hindus with Stones Ten
People Seriously Injured.” Jihad Watch. <https://www.jihadwatch.org/2020/12/india-muslims-
including-women-and-children-pelt-hindus-with-stones-ten-people-seriously-injured>.
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9. Victorious through terror

10. Muhammad’s Legacy C\E
Table 2.2: Book Contents!?® *

The Truth About Muhammad is a general outline about\hs’life of Prophet

Muhammad’s PBUH. For Spencer, knowing the biograph chPro het Muhammad

PBUH is relevant for today’s use in finding which aspectsyf his L‘)H@‘drive to the
L ]

acts of violence. And so does to some people wf%@ered this bogk 's 1 Yi'red
reading substances as it is correlated with the yﬁg e % t Islam?26, "
e:fer

In this book, Spencer throws out his panderedwh misa eful religion

despite the acts of violence committe\e ame of . An y it matters now

and why the majority of peaceful N@'Ss sho i Ws resisting and condemning
N,

the global jihad that is being fo%heirﬂame ! "However, the researcher believes
f &

Muslim’s scholars have beeq str\ohlyI e fak bal jihad and condemned the

disturbing events that % ceint J éf@rn% from various ways like fatwa
'3 ¢ &
e =

from mufti, publish ritings

Initially, Spencégrefu

over the Dan%rtoo of
accordi%k’ , thig' boo ’a

the guest for truth. As he beu?_;ez;ones should not be cowed into silence by the
\

S

pencer, B. R. 2006. The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of The World’s Most Intolerant
ligion. Washington: Regnery Publishing.

6 Samuel, A. N. 2015. Book Review The Truth About Muhammad. Journal of Psychology and Clinical
Psychiatry. <DOI:10.15406/jpcpy.2015.03.00153>.
127Spencer, B. R. 2006. The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of The World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
Washington: Regnery Publishing. p. 10.
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intimidation of violence or the acceptance of half-truths. If no one is willing to take such
risks, freedom of speech will become a relic of history*?8. However, the% her
believes that not all the Muslims are to be blamed. There are some who (ngmadhere
to some verses of the Qur’an. Therefore, to claim Muslims in generalkis.not right.
Moreover, some non-Muslims finds that few aspects of théProphet’s legacy are
problematic. And worsen, it is being used by some Mus 'msw to justify violent
actions or other behaviors which lucidly do not corresp@ter tions of human
rights and the dignity of the human person'?°. Despite this,” mo nMTn{i{Tthe
West also do not know much about the Mess% Allah;  Prophet 'I\@:a)mmad
PBUH, in contrast, most Westerners know mo&t.):ut M

Buddha better than him PBUH, So, thi@s pr

want to know who are the Prophet of Islam, oph%?
-se 5

the very answers why this book ‘ga av*a%s I‘Il)ng book.
t "Mu

X
ham PBUH, ncer referred to the same

ist 0 eye Gautama
people Who are eagerly

ad_{QH. This is perhaps

In searching about Pro

sources as jihadists which e al-Qur an; l wg%nd Sirah Nabawiyyah. In al-
d that' the

Quran, Spencer foun e ds ce'r&{?;ous narrative about the Prophet

Muhammad PBU&\tho@ntain ﬁetail about particular incidents in his
: N
life. He analyﬁ%he uganicyerses (hgt-‘frequently refer to many people and events

in atime, i%out explanation on @/ situation that the verses are referring to2.
4
e say's

, Whehever jihadists quote the Quranic verses out of

S N
CONKta ut jihad, people canc'jt blame them as the al-Qur an itself often offers little

=

1291pid., p. 11.
1301bid. p. 19.
Blpid, p. 21.
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context and are not straightforward verses'®. For example, Spencer refers to verse 1-5

in Surah al-Tahrim in which he concludes, “iz is impossible to tell from tNCg

what the Prophet has held forbidden that Allah has made lawful for h aow he

D

tried to please his consorts, or under what circumstances Allah p oaths to be
broken, or what secret the consort told that Allah later told Muhammad} or even which
two consorts are being admonished, warned to repent and not d together against

Muhammad, and threatened with divorce. The entire e e,e aregmany like

it in the al-Quran is completely opaque to anyone who was not directlyyin oIV "(n'the
j _{-a

\,"("

proceedings.”

Generally, the Qur’anic verses are relate rom r e to er and one
chapter to another chapter. Ones need to en me ur’ an emently from
its methodologies construed by muf assw thatQQ nd and capture the
essence and knowledge contain, d h urafi” The 3\ le@%l, of the Arabic word and

L
the beauty of its verses, make op Ie p mm@@rstand the essence meaning
N

of the Qur’anic verses i derst din Slus
Indeed, tafsir and Hadi arel\ soutges in Islam, but for Spencer, he hard

to believe the k Ie fr n‘u thes @es of knowledge as he regards it is

N
impossible to II ceftainty I aylhe ity in the mass amounts of information now
as it came ndre a a - He referred to the collections of Hadith from

J’
Al- BuSa and Muslim, a(we{,m other hadith that are reliable to Muslims. Besides
Spenc

thw er referred also to\cl'ﬂ?a Sirah Nabawiyyah concerning the life of Prophet

12|pid. p. 20.
131bid, p. 24.
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Muhammad which he relied on Ibn Ishag, Muhammad Ibn Ishaq ibn Yasar'®* in the

versions of Ibn Hisyam, and Ibn Sa’d*®, z
Even though he refers to these sources that authentic for Muslims, Ngmtill has

doubts on these main sources in Islam that he pondered on how tw@ately know
about the Prophet Muhammad PBUH, the one who according tw as shaped and

continues to shape the lives of so many Muslims world idewﬂe said “historical

certainty is not easy to ascertain with a text as sketch - rcdwwhelmed
t

with false information as the Hadith and as late as the Sirah”*®. [To th teﬁt,\ﬁ?also
/ K\
f ]‘Qg rophet

. He notes that, i

4
PBUH did exist, did he do much or any of what is as }ea\

embarrassing for Muslims today?*%’ %\/
In spite of that, his doubt contim

thexjsl\a'
revelation as it arises due to the t%a isw%’w
athab Bi

Y
i whjg}—as the former wife of Zaid

doubts the existence of the Prophet Muhammad

him thqt\%re acutely

)

(<

velation as a convenience

—*

on @men. The first concerns
are on Prophet’s marriage wi

BN

N

bin Harithah. Second, i chslan{er a nlt S%
0 biE’ i

Albeit, these tw ssues dl hé hecy period gave new laws and

regulations in Isl hﬁo J people in t@odern century seems embarrassed by
N
these issues, ae}ﬁqg to Spence F&r qx%r(ple, he views Muhammad Husayn Haykal

inTheLifeQMerkof uhahntad?
Mot
are o

dating in ené?al i

(o

d Yahiya Emerick in his Life of Muhammad®3®

Ek/

eir books respectively concerning these issues

%

isyam, Abu Muhammad Abdul Malik bin Hisyam Al-Muafiri. Sirah Nabawiyyah Ibn Hisyam.
(trams.) Fadhli Fahri, Lc. Jakarta Timur: Darul Falah. p.7.

pencer, B. R. 2006. The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of The World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
ashington: Regnery Publishing. p. 27.
®Ibid. p. 32.
137)pid. p. 31.
138Emerick, Y. 2002. The Life and Work of Muhammad. Indianapolis: Alpha Books
13%Haykal, M. H. 1976. The Life of Muhammad. United States: American Trust Publications
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without much explanation which they seem do not want their readers know much about
it. For Spencer, it was regarded as a stain to the convenience of Islam an&{ ted
negative view on the image of Islam. In this situation, orientalists and ot@)naries
also take advantage to besmirch his reputation by arduously painti ative picture
and misunderstanding about the Prophet of Islam*°. For example#the Dominican monk,

Riccoldo da Montecroce (d. 1320) who condemned the Pr, phyHJH as a deliberate

imposter and a downright diabolical figure, while co fo n‘j in the work of

William Muir (d. 1905), Emile Dermenghem (d. 1974) and others. ¢ \VC
The Truth About Muhammad continues the per‘i.o Jpl'l%'g%’BUH

revelation before people made him a leader Wh&? %ﬂ\l all thefzi}é\d actions.

:\')ith Kh "ai, “Muhammad

prophecy, Rasulullah PBUH secr chsd ma ac@o the Mecca people. In

r
9 Q—
conveying this new religion, w diffictlties/in de with the Quraysh tribe to
believe in Allah SWT N
elieve in Alla :
X g N

At the beginning, Rasulull as ¢emmanded to preach peacefully and

patiently. He wa@give tt'eir actions even though Muslims at the time received

N
many threats,e%ksio mock y‘_hnct_%li(er violent attacks from the Quraysh. But
Spencer p@ evenithough Pro uhammad PBUH did not begin his career as
’
% £

a warrﬁ e already’started to'tfireaten the pagan Meccans with annihilation in his
h

&Y

prwg. And Spencer streng#hens this fact with the Qur’anic verses from 11-15 in

@-Hajjm.

 Ibid. p. 69,

141Spencer, B. R. 2006. The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of The World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
Washington: Regnery Publishing. p. 45.

142 |bid. p. 75.
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The evolution of the Qur anic teachings on war against the unbelievers started as
the awful coercion on Muslims at that time can affect their faith. Therefore; XES
awful situation, a permission was revealed to the Muslims to defend themlve ence,
Prophet Muhammad PBUH received a command and permission to fi ck43, Surah
al-Bagarah, 2: 193; fight the one who make the ill-treatment anéhdefend the Muslim’s
faith until the devotion is to Allah alone*, T

Some of the historical events that occurs in the li ophet rkha?ad PBUH

like the treaty between Muslims and Jews, the conversion of Abdullahgbi S‘aI{mnd
| &
ded

as }h be
NV

m (diregtiqﬁ of prayer).
ncer Qg rds him PBUH

tensions with the rabbis, the Nakhla attack was

ning a“lslamic

violence. Along with the split with Jews and the ‘¢hange

Along with the Prophet’s involvement in %Nes
as a warlord. \

With more revelations wer ta)wa cofta ned(;sl)qarp distinction between
“« Q-
Jewish and Islam, it differenti& slims Wi er @@fents. In Spencer eyes, this

N
distinction divides the Itmas o,mer ll %' tice which make things more

difficult for non-Muslims43, For_exa tﬁe(iqgw command for new direction of

//

prayers, the puni }Gn a cJupIe ho ha@n accused of adultery, and so on. This

N
command incewer ntiates rlg' Ish&ié teaching from the Christianity which
eventuall %ﬂpedt Muslim a ristian history.
’
% at the ti aftgr hijrah have reached their final breaking point with the

u
N
Q% hile their relationshiprwith the Jews steadily worsen. The raids on Quraysh

OAI—Qur’én. Al-Hajj, 22: 39-41.

4 |bid. Al-Bagarah, 2:193.

145 Spencer, B. R. 2006. The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of The World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
Washington: Regnery Publishing. p. 102.

145 [bid. p. 91.
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caravans in Badr precipitated the Muslims first major battle namely the battle of Badr.
According to Spencer, the battle of Badr was the first practical example of 4vhatiater
known as the doctrine of Islamic jihad that continue to resonate throughdut hisgory**’.
Based on the Qur’anic verses chapter 3: 123-125, Spencer ded that the
victory of Badr was obtained with the help of Allah and simila&ld come to
Muslims who remain faithful to Him*®. From a series of c@?between Muslim,

Jewish and Christian groups for instance Abdullah

qul\.l?r and the
Quraysh tribe, Spencer analyses that the success of Muslims is due toghelr Gb@mce
! oo

m. With these
b4

N

to Allah while on the other hand their failure is d

analyses, Spencer arises a theological connectio%etwe

defeat with disobedience. And it became%\«for

in the next encounter which is in the Batt Trench\l
This book then continues dgcais ag.oﬂ%ya Q]é}rench or Khandag, the
o
betrayal of the Bani Quray,zaw riesmjazmekﬁxani Mustalig, the story of
ay h

: N
Abdullah bin Ubayy, the ch Hud i @nvasmn and conquest of the

Khaybar war which he con ded% ts'as\easting terror into disbeliever hearts.

After the @u 0 Ihe Bani Qa@a and Bani Nadir a year later, the
N

humiliation a@%&ace rom be %inl rged the Jews from this tribe to start a new

stage of ':Qacy. With help rg@‘(e Quraysh, Bani Qatfan, Bani Murrah, and
’
others#th a

epared a df; b'IQ/W'against the Muslims. Prophet Muhammad PBUH

>

an%s ms who were forewarned of this new alliance had a trench dug around

A%ah. Digging forty yards to each group of ten yet gave rise of tensions among

O

7 |bid. p. 111.
148 |pid. p. 105.
149 |pid. p. 120.
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Muslims from severe hunger, starvation, and exhaustion'*®°. Spencer asserts that some
slip away from this command, while others offer trifling excuses. Due to this'situation,
Prophet Muhammad PBUH received another revelation that was stated '(@)ter 24
verse 62-63, warning them not to take the commands of the Prophet V@mad PBUH

lightly®®!, V

Such incidents emphasize the divinely commanded an Ited states of the

Prophet Muhammad PBUH among the Muslims, whi inds Spencer of the riots
over the Danish Muhammad cartoons when many ngn-Muslims W:r\'lg;léd\W'the
anger of the Muslims. He says, “that anger must%beo}in he Qur ’c!n?a_('d)Allah

is quite solicitous of his prophet and ready to ch M plea: eﬂ%”m.
The massacre of the Bani Qura@ b stan %a source of
yz& d the death penalty

embarrassment to the Muslims. The be%f the.Bani

given to their men, became a po uI)/eaRm%e cer,

o Q
Prophet Muhammad PBUH. I-% said th im sﬁélars were only looking for a

N
lss§ And he added that despite all

reason for a massacre "finding'e cuses’(or a
the incidents in Muhammads'life % i raéél)y Muslims around the world as “an

excellent model o}@t”“@ %
N

Later, ncerpwrites @bo tPJ ee&@ that occur in the conquest of Mecca. He
also inclu punis p o&s&:ﬂstates, the story of the Prophet Muhammad
PBU 'n%kacbah{t baﬁle '&/Rﬁunayn, the invitation of the Prophet Muhammad
PBN%ther nations to convac:l-?o Islam, the invasion of Tabuk, the gathering of Jizya,

<

L0Al-Mubarakfuriyy. Raheeq al-Makhtum (The Sealed Nectar). Issam Diab. (trans.). n.pl. n. pb. p. 169.
Spencer, B. R. 2006. The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of The World’s Most Intolerant Religion.

Washington: Regnery Publishing. p. 124.

1%21bid. p. 124.

1531bid. p. 132.
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the rights of the women, the expulsion of the pagans, the murder of poets, the illness of
the Prophet Muhammad PBUH, and the events after the death of t rophet

Muhammad PBUH.

s

Spencer also emphasizes about “striving hard” in the raid of T which in the

context of the Prophet Muhammad’s PBUH circumstance is to d Muslims to

4

wage war, an unmistakable military command®®4. This co mmﬁs strengthened by

the fact that Allah was guaranteeing Paradise to those ould f@e path of

Allah, as they shall slay or be slain, along with ¢he command frem ‘th& KFQphet
(.)

the!e,?l's}no god,

Muhammad PBUH to fight against people till t stify shahada
Y' o N

but Allah and the Prophet Muhammad PBUH i8'the m ?engg of Ilatr.- Therefore,

those people who refuse to wage jihad Wo@err' Dp ment,as'Spencer writes

down these Qurcanic verses that were statedi ch% S KQ 42,44-45,73, 98
155 % &
and 111%°. N
[} 4 QC:)
At this stage, the Proph\ a W wg‘ﬁetermined to wipe out any
N
leftover opposition in his rRFoV instance IW&?‘S; Abu “Afa’ and “Asma bint
Marwan who have mocked him Lr{ efyé}g,be killed. When the men of Banu
Khatma; “Asma b@ran@w the @ﬂ of Islam in killing, they immediately
N
acknowledgecthem d4PBUH. as m%prophet of Allah®®. From these stories,
t

Spencer ir@o people th P et Muhammad PBUH was victorious through
’
the a '&' terror, not tl‘ﬁm@'{'{he truth and blessings of Islam. Therefore, he
e,

categorizes these events inthe}hapter named “victorious through terror”.

3

e,

e |

k o

154 |pid. p. 158.
155 |pid. pp. 154-158.
156 |bid. p. 82.
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In addition to the general outlines of sirah, various discussions and arguments are

discussed in the final chapter. For example, on the terror of war, the proplﬁ&x he

described as pedophile, cruel punishments, and inequalities toward Womﬂ. Tadoubts

on Prophet Muhammad PBUH continues, and religion of Islam as ant religion.
He pondered on how jihadists imitate the Prophet and what to d prevent jihad war.
Spencer raised many questions and discussions on the deeds Wrds of Rasulullah
PBUH that are being exemplified by the terrorists in thei ions. '

Among of the discussions is Spencer believes ghat the pro e.t’\'%\?eé??h‘t in

27 battles and in 9 engagements®®’

especially in the battles of Badr and Khaybar. mth' N ing@, it is hard

i th ad of state and

the prophet of Islam himself was also involed i O

Besides that, he also criti:%}le %ﬁs ofd)slam as a religion among
talkeo

9 Q

others. He posits that a fundar\ mpo of Islam:ds.often repeated in shows the
. _ N

exclusive of Islam and romllev d as Ib% truth about oneself and not to

be compared by other belief stems\ er§ @}@e surah al-Maidah verse 19 which

says, “Religion bg@hh, @s wel "&%/arious other quotations in the Qur'anic

N
Verses. Eluci@som hese rigt, r@gbélieved its pointing to the intolerance in
Islam?®®. % '&J
s o

cted man;pidedg ip\ﬁ/{é Qur’anic verses and Hadith which he considered

gives the op nity for)i dists to e@ate him

and difficult to realize and maintain Isla

tha\hkersis no peaceful coe}rstence in Islam. Spencer claims that Islam is being

S?'a

157 |bid. pp. 175-176.
158 pid. p. 176.
159 |bid. p. 177.

nt by criticizes and hates Jews and Christians. One of the reasons is he based on

49



to the prohibition of taking Jews, Christians, and enemies of Islam as friends, along with

T

the Prophet Muhammad’s exhortations to fight against Jews and Christians mﬁ,gu.

combative jihad. These conditions he believed could stripping away all the legitimacy

from Judaism and Christianity. However, from the Islamic perspecti e restriction

mandated to not befriend with some of the non-Muslims in ord\j otect Muslims

from diseases like hypocrisy, hesitancy, and uncertainty*®°, T W very reasons that

Allah taking care of His servants. Yet, Spencer blata ggests @?ﬂlc world
L ]

has always been at conflict with Jews and Christians@ue to this order?

In addition, for the most part, Prophet M mad PBU
Spencer as a cruel, intolerant, and immoral pe i nse ct?-\e"f goodness
and morality shown by him PBUH e th% usli

goodness were inserted into this book. con

Muhammad PBUH was just I|ke erW n or&nultlfaceted While the
charm and personal magnetls e UH h com;ﬁénd fierce loyalty among his
followers. Moreover, alm{ that i nyé-a?rolars who quoted about the
Prophet’s PBUH life O%‘\tlo o’ od sides of him, without mentioned on the
joys of the Prop XIH the sa53| ns of his enemies which he himself
ordered?®, ¢ "' (_,)O

thls he cks from jihadists who caused severe damage

th C-3

t Muhammad PBD'H taught and did. Therefore, Spencer made a few

to the :wmmumty ngfftenl g many non-Muslims, until they cannot accept what
rop

bn Kathir, Abu al-Fida Ismail. 2003. Tafsir Ibn Kathir. (Trans). Riyadh: Maktabah Dar al-Salam. p.

1518pencer B. R. 2006. The Truth About Muhammad: Founder of The World’s Most Intolerant Religion.
Washington: Regnery Publishing. pp. 178-180.
182)bid. p. 184.
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suggestions on what non-Muslim governments can do to encounter the thad terror
issues at the end of the book. Above all, Spencer links all the mistakes of j d|
is deeds and

committing acts of violence to the Prophet Muhammad PBUH through

163

words as an example to the war Y'

2.7  Conclusion

In conclusion, Robert Spencer, is a Christian C % m nterested in the
Islamic studies and its relation on radicalism. He is one of the active Mi\vcus
on the crucial issues regarding radical actions usllms wards nQQ’ usllms

around the globe. Spencerbroughtageneralhlsto aI ex }a«Q inthi @0 and links

it with the current situations as evidence @
In his perspective, the origin of jm

tlon carri

today in‘the West.

tto_{Q)y radical jihadists

are mainly centered on the actl on U|lﬂ| and‘,ti;e command from Allah.
Hence, in the next chapter, thl 1scuss%ficer %ews about jihad and on how
his arguments and inte misleadin contradict to the real concept

rpretations can t# l
of jihad in Islam. , '3 &
@

/77
4‘4/
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