CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction 3 )

This chapter provides the background of the study. It highlights basicYmation about
the research issues, on Aishah bint Abu Bakar who was one of th&qlv igures in Islam
and one of the most beloved wives of the prophet Mohammad Qeaee be Upon Him -,

as well as, its focus on Orientalist’s criticisms about he tiesan !erso ity. From

two groups of orientalism, both biased and unwews off orie I,sm‘,t‘\g‘@l' be

discussed in this study. The research problems hav n desi‘gn fr the\g%cussion
N

in the literature review. A separate section hageen arde tR'address the

research questions and identificatk@’ obj

significance, Literatures Reviews and Rese crﬁjo in_\QetaiIs. Therefore, the
e—; A

researcher is going to study on orientalist’s views ab isq;l‘ﬁk‘s chastity, her age when

o
she got married, about her acM to ad . her j,ﬂx%fvement in battle of camel,
N
@nd her contribution in Hadith

of the: study followed

her activities and behawiors With others in t foc'
and its reliability, through zalitaﬂ'@ rcﬁ'é)ﬁ!hodology in six chapters based on

introduction, Ob@nd@ :
N

@:ondary data based, for data analysis,

lusion. O
qualitative co@d analytic gxlac ('ﬂll be followed through comparative study.
This rese &H‘!be;vlrt rkg@gr'{)ve Aishah’s positive personality in Islam and
&

Islami T

o 9’
N

<

ion.



1.2 Background of the Study

The Quran is the greatest prescription for all mankind which instructs to a pw
disciplined and modest life. This noble Quran was revealed on our, @phet
Mohammad — Peace be Upon Him - as a complete code of life and reformation of all

past religion which had confirmed all previous revelations even as itiointed out that

the followers of the earlier revelations had broken their cove h Allah and had
falsified their scripture, it consented a special status to the of t’e Book (ahl al-
kitab) and it was in such a cruel situation while whole ian Peni vyas fulfill
with all kinds of injustice, oppression, inhumanity inds ofivici n‘zss&"ﬁvmes
and all people were ignored about right and w o{h hamma‘g Peace

_é?

be Upon Him - invited all people to Islam tw ic verses. But somé\ them denied

accepting the Quran as a divined N aled boo hey@mded it as own

fiction/legend of Mohammad — Pea Upon Hi 1% sed against the Quran
@
as written book of Mohammad e Wpon Him “w s collected from previous

~\

Judaeo-Christian sources. r self ch IIen@{ em many times in the Quran
ders a

to prove the Quran as %

& Gddla ) 393 ¢

Or do they s@ (Prophet

you the% ed ?wa er{}lke unto it, and call whomsoever you can, other

tha h (to your help), if yoc'ugﬁzzk the truth!”(Hud-11:13)

hs } n Quran

"39

O

ﬂ@j () forged it (the Qur'an)." Say: "'Bring

s &QJ—‘“ afie j3la ylay ) g8 38 51 & ol o
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"If the mankind and the jinns were together to produce the like of this Qur’an, they
could not produce the like thereof, even if they helped one another.” ( Issra-
\
(,)
Thus, in many verses, the Quran challenged to who don’t believe the revealed
book and assert the Quran as Mohammad's — Peace be Upon Him’- legends and
borrowing from Judaea - Christian sources. None could take eMnge. In spite of
their inability, they didn’t recognize the Quran as divine &n.th's way, in every

era, there are some critics who blame the Quran with thetlittle k ox’?hdg'ds a sign of
'Y
Pgace Wp&ﬁ}lim -

d —
continued his mission to spread Islam an ic_ord the.usfavorable

environment. \/ o\ \ é‘t
0

To spread Islam in the unfavorable situation, Pl)phet M ad ce be Upon Him

- had to take up some techniques d{kﬁd by A \hh%el . He'had to establish a fair
lhgy N,

relation with various tribes and%in mﬁny regions, <ikt('?rst with his nearest and
dearest ones. He had to ﬁhlziffel women i “}fferent ages to build up a

relationship with the c as agreatte nfqu@i make a deep relationship and to
’ &
organize a power%:p w@ nin %ﬁﬁme in Arab.
As, Abu Bakar KK an 'afa, fé'/a rich family of Banu Taym clan, was a
¢
famous and g@one f the op{et&%aammad — Peace be Upon Him - and he was
% NN
the first{zo/ rommnale acc@d Islam. Prophet Mohammad — Peace be Upon

Hi eed to marry the girk.after a keen observation of her intelligence when he
(L3t

their hostile mind to Islam. But the Prophet Moh

%s

r N@d a propose indirectly to marry his youngest daughter Aishah at her 7 years old
was shown in dream in Macca and it was informed by Gabriele that she would be
is wife, as well as prophet saw her in the haven also. Wife of the Uttman ibn Mazon

and Khawlah bint Hakim proposed to prophet Mohammad — Peace be Upon Him - to
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marry Aishah and he accepted it to get the chance of making a deep relationship with
Abu Bakar (haylamaz-2013), as well as Gabriel (a) told Mohammad — Peace bw
Him - to marry Aishah (Sahih al-bukhari 5:3462)

By the order of Almighty Allah, he got marry Premature girl Aishah andégtwo years
when she reached puberty, at 9 years old, she went to prophet’s house When Abu Bakar
also told him to stay with his daughter. Aishah was prepubﬁl\.‘d too young to

consummate marriage at age nine (Hussain-2016). The Pr Pea'e be Upon Him

- did not force Aishah to be with him after marriage. B e ma |a or 6) year
@

old Aishah bint Abu Bakar with the Prophet Muham Peace be or’ I—_&ﬁny over

1400 years ago, has in recent years become a or critici d c@mnatlon

Prophet Muhammad — Peace be Upon H| fe essit)@s{ishah in his

life and he looked her intelligence, inquisitive |nd for k dg@uestioning nature

and observant young girl with a ve% od memﬁI&e I '%d wife of the Prophet
N,

Muhammad — Peace be Upon H%Jther%f theMusli ishah, the veracious, had
I~

&

an important role in early ﬁi istlr 0 duri& uhammad — Peace be Upon
Him - life and after hi he contributgd tb a@d of Muhammad's message and

o
served the Muslim Oq\unltyi &be prophet. Her personality and purity
approved by th ur phet — Peace be Upon Him -. She got a
special plac Pro et' c€ b on Him -. Even some orientalist mentioned
her aso osr n wom Islam (Spellberg- 1994). Aishah emerges

as a Wlt and a profound@vker whose status as a beloved and important figure

Iy recognized during Muhammad's lifetime. After the death of Muhammad —

& e be Upon Him -, Aishah was regarded as one of the most reliable sources in
achings Hadith- (Jawed 2005). She was a strong advocate for the education of Islamic

women, especially in law and the teachings of Islam. She was known for her expertise
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in the Quran, shares of inheritance, lawful and unlawful matters, poetry, Arabic
literature, Arab history, genealogy, and general medicine. She was kno
establishing the first Madrasa for women in her home. She was like a bri@meen
the time of the prophet and the future of Islam (Resit haylamaz -2013). i said that
“One fourth of the body of religious knowledge was transferred to usthrough Aishah”
(Tahmaz sayyidatu Aishah-174) N

Aishah’s knowledge was such that very old men who h Xzorpanions of the
Prophet — Peace be Upon Him - came to seek her co | and inw‘(Barbara
Freyer Stowasser-2006). Mohammad ibn Shihab Zuhri Said about her O\‘lh@g;he
was the most knowledgeable of people. For this ,th most rtan@ﬁ]panions

o abaqa@SM).. If the
e of@ﬁ/omen, including

of god’s messenger learnt things by askifg h (Ibm\sa

knowledge of Aishah put on the right e and the kno

other wives of the god's messanger @yt on th%cﬁe, i ﬁ%th‘s knowledge would
N

dominate in its superiority (Haki tadrgk 2:12 (673 n Hajar, Ishaq, 4:349)

&
ra we@d politician where she acted

&a iphS, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman as well as

Early classical accounts, ho kﬁeﬂ:[

as the main consultant% cond

other male comp;ggK(Spelllf ). A%ﬁah became involved in politic of the

early Islam, du% ime 'whe@bmen were not expected or wanted to
: '

contribute outside the hgusehofd. ﬁis@gh delivered public speeches, became directly

invoIve%%

:Exortance of Aishah in Islamic resource and Quranic education is not simple,
ithou

3

NN
and gven };Ies, a&elped both men and women to understand the

& t Aishah, Islam and Islamic resource are incomplete. While, Aishah, the purest
omen, the Quran itself declared her purity and chastity, some Orientalist talk about

her purity and chastity, unfortunately, some slanderers who had seen Safwan and
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Aishah arrive alone together began to gossip and spread lies about them (Oliver leaman-
2006), her involvement of war in the battle of camel, about her age when ?qm
marriage. In recent years, there has been a revival of criticism against the iage.
Many have gone so far as to stir up despicable sexual misconduct ch ainst the
Prophet. Much of the criticism against the marriage of young hah has been
spearheaded by Christian polemicists, albeit, often through a CMS L

Since the very beginning biased views about Islam an m

he't were initially

produced and disseminated by the religious establish and ruwhe Judeo-

Yw
Christian world, who had largely lost their pow@ the expansi nb@m in
response to the conversion of large numbers of V?ﬁ nto@ Isla@ﬁ' he main
in 1

purpose of their endeavor was to misleadw

creating a false image of the religion \%ahet Muha d. @? such denigrated
images of the Prophet as being "m%/ i, a “hart l{brophet" and an "anti-
N,
. Op 4

Christ", none of which had any ical basis; werg.produced and re-produced

throughout the centuries in MZ. 1 $
Through the anti- Islami oach, after 8th te

4 2
started to study Isl w the \th oug@mic approach; they started to find

s n
out the weakneséb()ur

!
of the Qura SM)ostili to it Inécﬁ(e}mic term, Orientalists are someone from the

N
west w}% the Jangu ? cultu@history or customs of countries in east and south
Asi&e are two types of @alism, which can be classified into two groups, the

b Xnd unbiased. The biased Orientalists who study Islam and Islamic cultures to

! Hussain, T, (2016),”Debating the Marriage of ‘Aishah:
Introduction & Overview”, MDI Canada
2T. A. Yusuf , 2012, “Islamic Studies And Orientalism” , National Open University Of Nigeria.
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find out its weakness and criticize it, likewise, William Muir, Alois Sprenger, Barbara
Freyer Stowasser, Denis Spellberge, Sherry Jones etc, while the unbiased Orie
who study Islam and Islamic culture in academic purpose, likewise Henfr ann,

Thomas Carlyle, Oliver Leaman etc. A

In biased Orientalism studies, it was assumed (and argued) trWat prophet

Mohammad had brought was not original; rather he ‘composed! thion as a collage
ifferent ideas from each of

ostu ieWo analysis

y, it emer tds@‘gam
s andlobj es ientalism
ool

i e bewNee em iséh( missionaries
concentrate on general people while or‘% hsa targets in ctua@ndoubtedly, both

operate for the domination of the \@Sver the\ano n,@m of the West on the
By N

ical, moral and religious

of Judaism, Christianity, and even Mandaeanism, receivin

these older religions®. So, biased Orientalists are someon

it in their own views through western scholarship. Basi

and Islamic countries to find out its weakness*.

are similar to that of missionaries; the main

Islamic World, particularly in sogi turaf‘econ ical,

&
aspect®. \ \A

Modern Orientalism in%gmic serle begins end of the 18th century. In 1873

’ 4 ¢ &
the first Internati%‘ongress' i talisguas held in Paris. With a few notable
exceptions, mosq alis 'heldéﬁétive views of Islam until the middle of
¢

the 20th cen . A number o eaJinQ;)?entalists have made some special studies of

Qv NN

’ Y;é\

S
\

Nsuf , 2012, “Islamic Studies And Orientalism” , National Open University Of Nigeria
ard C. Martin, Islam: a Cultural Perspective (New Jersey: Prientice Hall,
, 6
reen, H, “Orientalists on Quran: A critical study”, The dialogue, voll 3,p36
artin Varisco,M, 2009, “orientalism and islam”

5> Ashraf A, 2016, “Islam and orientalism”.
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6 Martin Varisco,M, 2009, “orientalism and islam”
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the Quran and its related personality like Aishah bint Abu Bakar. However, the attitude
of such occidental scholars has been unsympathetic and sometimes hostile. Iw!!y
century, they continued their anti-Islamic activities through their approaﬁ%ahya
Damashqi (750c), Jerbert, Archbishop Raymond, Alexander Ross, A&Sprenger,
William Muir, Theodore Noldeke and Richard Bell were the lea orientalist to
continue the orientalism thought’. V

The issue of the Quran also added in the famous En m 'Sritannica from

orientalist’s views to prove the Quran as Fake activitie oh Wp). In the
L 2

Britannica’s fifteen volume, they discussed about the n for just t ro'/e _'\%false
and browning element of Judaeo-Christian ¥ Most'o con@fs of the
Encyclopedia Britannica about Quran, had$ iti the H@%.uran and its
relevant issues. The new Edition of Bz@ublishe 02 @he name of “New

Encyclopedia Britannica” while mu@she disc \)ﬂ, 0 p@e about the Quran and
ES? N
%\ of

Islam, but every topic is for critigizing’the Quran. Fhere i much discussion on the

Quranic criticism.® \

Y_ l N
In the current century,% iw‘r‘kﬁ @rientalist on the Quranic studies
b g %
a th six Lol

is “The Encyclopa Wthe umes which was published by Brill

publication while more-tha

|clesc§é been taken place by the world-famous

!
Orientalists: !ﬁ@adad Kadi, Ia&de(c_;‘:miot, William Graham, and Andrew Rippin,
ene

\ - - -
and the Editor. of P Encyé%pedia is Jane Dammen McAuliffe. Orientalist

"T.A. Yusuf, 2012, “Islamic Studies And Orientalism” , National Open University Of Nigeria
* Al sl Ao gus gall (8 Al B LLE" 1989 e (s Juad
M laall 53 (g (8 Al 3w SN O AN e 0 peal) B 5"l 5 liae
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didn’t avoid Aishah bint Abi Bakar also. They included Aishah also, as she is one of
the most reliable sources of Islamic resources. V
Though, they emerged in academic purpose, later they started to study sour@ am,
Aishah, to mislead people into staying away from Islam by creating image of
Aishah who was like a bridge between the time of the prophet and th¥w~re of Islam.®
Thus, such denigrated images of Aishah as an adulterer®, 'SMM to prophet!!,
rebellious to Ali'?, were produced and re-produced through enturies in the West,

in recent time, about her young marriage by some anti-I sch ar"\d

lames|to P pdat‘ib}vo'ved

rsti ant @nality in
Iiswhi re ve@m‘gortant issue

related to Aishah. Therefore, it is ve orta work to rtailéﬁ criticisms about

Aishah. ‘$) 0>\y? §

So, the researcher is going to find out the criticisms

o

wife -Aishah bint Abu Bakar who keeps very s

Islam and Quranic teaching, made by biasehorie

sreen, H, “Orientalists on Quran: A critical study”, The dialogue, voll 3,
9 A Spellberg,D, (2001)” bint Abi Bakar”, The Aishah encyclopedia of the Quran, Brills
A. Spellberg,(2001)”Aishah bint Abi Bakar”, The encyclopedia of the Quran, Brills
2 A, Spellberg,(2001)” bint Abi Bakar”, The Aishah encyclopedia of the Quran, Brills,
Kamal, J., & Hamdani, S. (2012). A’isha bint Abu Bakr: A review of contradictory accounts

13 Haylamaz, R. (2013). Aishah: The Wife, The Companion, The Scholar. Tughra Books
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1.3 Statements of the Problem:

Aishah bint Abu Bakar is one of the early figures in Islam. Without her contriution
and importance, Islamic resources are not complete. Like the Qura Q})phet
Mohammad — Peace be Upon Him -, she was one of the main targets‘okientalists.
Through Orientalism’s Lane, Orientalists speak and write aboutWontroversial

issues. They criticize Aishah’s age and puberty when she

ithjother wives, her

| Wﬁlivher

contribution in Islamic education especially in rration anghits cm&’a\by in
articles, books and conferences. \‘. \,:
X

From the seventh century onward to the(@w the 19w century, e is no single
ith Al

shah dau

adultery, her disobedience to the Quran and prophet, her be

political involvement of illegal fighting in the battle

a5}

r of @)est friend and the
A

first pious Caliph Abu — Bakr, wh ‘ﬁ)prophet\ﬁn‘r'; @of six and cohabitated
I o a2
with at nine. The common p ontention afd”criticism erupted from the 20t
oK
century onwards, as the reIiJY.}npeltors othe@ﬂentalists (the Christian clerics
and Monks) added Ha riage s t ig,lczil'%ive tool against the prophet.
From the inciden@ denclun e Pro@t’ accusing him of cohabitation with a
Al

nine-year child I&K aan ur@}/mad as pedophile. Orientalist argue about
¢ z C—)

criticism on the marriage of the prophe

<

her age an rriage th sh?w not dgree to marry with the prophet as her mind was
r

set on a% ersor(a

int ge with Muhammad@}én her heart is already set on another, younger man4.

Th}BeStern scholars also claim that when her marriage was done, she was not fit for

14 Geraldine Brooks-2008, “Muhammad's Youngest Wife”, review article, Washington
DC,USA

NN
oy Jo&é\stated in her book. She says that she was forced
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this marriage because of her youngest age, that time she was very young and immature
at 6 years old. Even when she was gone to Mohammad's house to consuwne
marriage, she was not fit for it. She didn’t reach at puberty. Many have g@ ar as
to strip up despicable sexual misconduct charges against the Prophet. Tf%cover the
prophet Mohammad — Peace be Upon Him - as a Child abuser and ravisher which is the
hottest topic to the Orientalist to talk against Aishah. *°.

Orientalists doubt about her chastity, her declaration of pur Ye.Q ran itself. Some

orientalists belonging Spellberge and Shery Jones, belie atshein n adultery

nis spellbe |'e@d her
i accuéso‘r slander of

)
@‘mn Abi Talib in the
N

battle of Camel; they see her%nent%s di bedle&cié:{o Quranic orders while
o ﬁz

and Quranic declaration does not mean her innocenc
personality as disobedient wife of the prophet ki

was disobedient to Quran, prophet and othégwi

adultery?, \:' ,

Orientalists criticize Aishah’s poht ngagem

ing st Ali ibn Talib, referring to

Quran order the women to s% m1
Shii concepts, some o% like Spellbe étasb‘the views of some Sahabah that

she did Kufr (disobglience to@

3 '
Huss Wm) atin ge of Aishah: Introduction & Overview”, MDI,

e |

15 @
Canada
Hussal 017).Debating ﬁe Hél'frlage of Aishah: Christian polemicist standard,
MDI C.}’ Canada
,T.(-2017).Debating ths\ marriage of Aishah: Historical context”, MDI,Canada

1 I team-2012, “The,, Problematic Age* of Aishah” MDI, Canada
e m-2012, “The,, Problematic Age" of Aishah” MDI, Canada

hah bint abi bakar-Britannica-vol-1, New Encyclopedia of Britannica.2015
ellberge.D.(2001), “Aishah bint Abi Bakar”, Encyclopedia of the Quran, vol-1
amal, J., & Hamdani, S. (2012). A’isha bint Abu Bakr: A review of contradictory accounts

*Freyer Stowasser-(2006) .Wives of the prophet. Encyclopedia of the Quran, vol
17 Spellberge.D.(2001), “Aishah bint Abi Bakar”, Encyclopedia of the Quran, vol-1
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Orientalists argue about Aishah’s Hadith Narration. They are not trusted to her
narration and Quranic explanations while she was a famous and expert Hadith w
and Mufassir- Quranic commentary. q
Thus, orientalist made research on Aishah Bint Abi Bakar, both froﬁ%ative and
positive views, and their concepts and views are not clear to the people and there are
very few research on this field, which also are not combined and formative to clear these
above mentioned controversial issues about Aishah. There &v.er

)' important issue

to discuss and make a study on orientalist views abou cha itW&racter in

g
igisms on he r'o@. As,

is q{ 1al tq\sﬁ'dy about
orientalist views about herself to get a clearfeonc aboYtt atter%&?here IS very

few research on this issue which are @h and co te, @ially about their

methods and tricks to criticize Ai%So, the\ea%h }(\going to find out the
N
orientalist’s views about hersel%h foc’ﬁsing e.met(é'ﬁg they use. Based on the

knowledge of researcher, th harci[ rch@i particular filed that motives
to continue the researc%kbinin e @ .

order to prove her innocence and purity about their

she is one of the most important figures in Isla

12
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1.4 Research Questions:

The researcher is going to find out the answers of following research question%s?d
on the topic about Orientalist’s views of Aishah’s personality and contro G;!sues.
So, the following questions will guide the researcher: \
1. Why did the Orientalists argue about Aishah’s age and pulerty when she
got married? Yy
2.  What is the orientalist argument on the accusa adu,tery to Aishah
and her purity? "
Y
3. What is the Orientalist’s regard about t ishiah’s paliti inlloj_@ent?
4. What are the orientalist’s criticisms hel\é arra'tig: and its
N -
\ K
: @
o

N
g

accuracy?

[
er chastity and personality. This research

1.5 Objectives of the Stu ¥ A%
This is a very important isyw'!searct ab isha@he beloved wife of the Prophet
»

Mohammad — Peace b% Hin<

aims to study abo@*alist views out Aig?h and to prove her innocence; however,

the specific o 'Ms of hi‘? ch ar&)@ow:
’

1. To@ the grientalist's (;gﬂments on Aishah’s age and puberty when

marrie the ba@e of Quran, Sunnah and historical perspective.

. examine the orieh%a?\,ist‘s argument on the accusation of adultery to

‘%Aishah and her purity on the basis of Quran, Sunnah and historical
0 perspective.

3. To evaluate the orientalist regard of Aishah's political involvement on the

basis of Quran, Sunnah and historical perspective.
13
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4. To discover the orientalist’s criticisms about her Hadith narration and its

accuracy on the basis of Quran, Sunnah and historical perspective. Yv

1.6 Significance of the Study

Mohammad — Peace be Upon Him -, purest women declared llah, keeps very

important position in Islam and Islamic education. With narration of Hadith,
Islamic resources are incomplete. Therefore, raising questiomabout her thkl%_e;rty,
. . . [ N

chastity, character and accuracy in narration, as w about her age n gQ@rrled,

her political involvement, her Hadith narration, ns m@ ubt ongjran and
: o~
Islamic resources. The Quran declared hE y aﬁq theirymarriagé was made by

&
| cu§tom of the era, the

almighty Allah’s especial order'®, Acteiding to the s

S\
marriage was not illegal and blamew. This research fi Qo.g also will give a clear
concept on Orientalist views cusation offadult Ifg) to herself while the

KN

Quran testify her purity andYdo ﬂtir accu atior@revelation. This study finding
a

also will make positior% in trlg I

att g Camel with Ali in the orientalist view.
So, some wester;q?@r, bi

developers likewise Prophets

p & ppet
Questions Qut arself. hi h\@)ns to find out all the criticisms about Aishah
to provw rity fnubpf?,het‘@ocence of blaming for child abusing for her

marAAAisha position in th@}a{tle of Camel, Her contribution in Hadith narration

W\M\ most recent topic, as well as the researcher will examine all criticisms about

\lentalist study Islam to criticize it and its

madé\‘e’ace be Upon Him - and his wives, grow

18 Haylamaz, R. (2013). Aisha: The Wife, The Companion, The Scholar. Tughra Books.
14



15

herself in Quranic light and prophetic speech. Therefore, the research finding will clear
the Aishahs purity from the slander, her marriage issue, and her accuracy in he

event of life to the whole world, Muslim or Non Muslim, learner or t the

This research will be limited in discussion of Aishah’s contr r&@related to

Orientalist arguments will be rejected by this research.

1.7 Limitation of the study

her age and early marriage, accusation to adultery, battle offcam

ribu
Hadith and her social behaviors and activities wit er of adu er n4 Gﬁ?tallst

T

view who discussed about Aishah bint Abi B he er win\Le\/ise some
orientalist views about these issues and ¢ em with their me&’ﬁ‘c; of criticisms
after investigation through Quran, Sunr@ellable history. 'I'_h\@ore, the researcher
will limit his research area in Pro |v s Iﬂ i Cgshah bint Abu Bakar in
the discussion that come from ‘réllst and.othe w‘ho b&e Aishah within negative

sense, to find out the crihm?@amst’wer S nah@hlch contain criticism against

[ Q
Aishah’s marriage, her chastity, her imlv. gntd& ar against Ali, her behavior with

other wives, and \Mtrlbullo Hadlt rration and its accuracy, so that the
researcher ca her ceur | aII e This research will go through Quranic

and Hadlt we a tru ellable history which is not contested with

Quran wlth relate op wife Aishah and others.
N
Q Y





