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CHAPTER FIVE

IMPROVING LEGAL REQUIREMENTS ON PHYSICAL ENVIR%@:

HEALTH AND SAFETY AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRNE

This chapter discusses the other important | ui emmt\wah are the

51 Introduction

physical environment for the first part and health and, safety for the ord‘%a)g'and

educational programme for the third part. For the Figst part 90

hysical en@nment,
Y

firstly the importance of physical environmeR Is e by refefring to the

previous studies and research. Then, he@d r
Child Care Centre Act 1984 and %ﬁe euQT ati_o\n 012 are evaluated
according to the relevant sef% d @%@. Furlgl}r evaluation is done
according to the requiremen@'g 0

N
outdoor space. Recommendations are then dff ‘%Iaysia to improve its laws and
phy;' al

s in Nalaysia involving

“« Q-
sepa tego&%’ namely indoor space and

regulations regardin em'ﬂQ nt on research and practices from

Malaysia itself @ j '!dic' S as@hmarks. The legislations from other
jurisdiction a@&be' grta into &é’léideration in finding and improving the

legislatio %ﬁysiﬁl ?'

. Nea while for the secq@%;rt on health and safety, the introduction on the
\

i Nce of this element that is to be embedded in the child care regulations is

:e ined. The laws and regulations in Malaysia concerning this element are then
jdentified and explained according to relevant sections and regulations. Next,

7
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evaluation and recommendation for improvements is made by referring to scholars’

views and other jurisdictions’ practices. Y'

The discussion elaborates further on the final important leg ement

which is the educational programme. This feature is vital in ensur hild care

ing tha
settings in Malaysia are not just on custodial matters but als ce matters on

educational elements. Y.

Basically, this chapter examines the questi n !r the physical

environment, health and safety, and educational §programme |are port‘an@' egal

requirements that necessitate improvements in the Tegislative framework of%laysmn

Y- NV
child care. g X~
5.2  Physical Environment Legal Re em tT m&t@ Be Focused on?

N
0 N

The physical environ one wtu ors in ensuring that child

care centres provide SUffICI I|t|e and space fo children. The goal of having
l

a conducive physical e% ent isgto_f enlc |I en who are more happy, creative

and independent @n‘m ty ChildGare o ratlve 2013).

*

/

The p en ronm P': ndoor space, outdoor space, facilities as

well as% nd I in @Jt is suggested that the place should be calm

and n y stimulated so 3{7;\" to disturb any sleeping child for instance. In
C.)

a , t ere is a need to pre \a e spaces for the children to explore their abilities at

and outdoor activities.
Q Physical environment also plays a role in maintaining quality child care. It is

claimed that the child care settings must always ensure a high quality of health and
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safety aspects besides other supplementary criteria such as space allocated for each
children and the availability of toys and materials which suit the age of the cvvn

and so on (Ceglowski & Bacigalupa, 2002).

As far as Malaysia is concerned, it is asserted that the legisla tlo‘n$h0|es and
guidelines on early childhood care and education gives more r|or| to cognitive,
social and emotional development rather than the physical wmd environment in
child care centres (Azhari et al., 2015). The existing ines n the physical
environment of child care centres in Malaysia are inadequate as t eM desq?bed
in detail. Therefore it is suggested that more r h on the hysical Lm&( ment

b &

should be conducted.

N
. i
In regulating the physical enviro Ms incmde ulating,the indoor and

outdoor spaces of an early childhood e onal premi OE(@Jnderlmes several

features in ensuring that early chi wn ?e

preparing physical environme the children. gn& features are the location

réset quality standards in

of the premise must be suwvthe 1rem| ust \accessmle safe, and flexible.

Besides that, features as sca'c an v;m@ of the premise must also be

considered (Unit &\&ms Chlldre unczéWCEF) 2011). There are other added
elements suct ealt chﬁemence child-sized facilities, ensuring

movemen ision of geo cho@sl(Harkness 2011).

&%ﬁ has co ucted ,@}"hematlc review on several countries on the
p mance of their early C\TdhOOd and education sector. Taking Canada as an
le, the element of outdoor space has been mentioned where the space is not

quate as compared to other Scandinavian countries such as Finland and Sweden

where children have the opportunity to explore outdoor even in winter seasons
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(Doherty, Friendly, & Beach, 2003). Few suggestions were made inter alia on the
space allocation, and more interest-captured toys and equipment. This is to enw

the children to get involve in more physical activities. (’}

Based on the standards highlighted in the Australian regulations on physical

environment, there are three main standards that need to be meTNhe standards can

be found in Schedule 1- National Quality Standard in the Awdian Education and

l

Y.

‘The physical environment is safe, suitable and provides a rich and diverse r%ﬁé of
experiences which promote children’s learning an lopment. atzr@ The
f rvice’.

design and location of the premises is appropriate,for the operation o\&s

Care Services National Regulations 2012 which states that:

Standard 3.2 The environment is inclusive ote ce, sindependent
exploration and learning through play®. Standar®.3.3 T %N'Lce takes @ active role

in caring for its environment and contribuf ustaﬁ‘able ture®s
The National Quality Stand%at IS fou\lh% {gulations IS meant to be
C.)

used as guideline in assessin ises of c d‘targ\@rpartmular in determining
\ N

the rating level of the chi centres. far$~the physical environment is

A

concerned, the first sta%h tis hi.g lig gégz/g'ns the design and location of the
Nust b'e a\m'table location, safe, clean and well maintained

premises. The pre

n 'Q Standard in the Australian Education and Care
g?n ts the elements of physical environment to include:
‘Element 3. r and indoorispaces, b&eﬂngs, furniture, equipment, facilities and resources are
suitable fop th 31.2 ises, furniture and equipment are safe, clean and well
maintain% trs ar igned or adapted to ensure access and participation by
every ¢ in'the service and to allow % le use, and interaction between indoor and outdoor space’.
8 st 3.2 of Schedule 1 of N&ipnal Quality Standard in the Australian Education and Care
Se%\laﬁonal Regulations 2012 “highlights the elements of physical environment to include :
; enty3.2.1 Outdoor and indoor spaces are designed and organised to engage every child in quality
ces in both built and natural environments. Element 3.2.2 Resources, materials and
ipment are sufficient in number, organised in ways that ensure appropriate and effective
lementation of the program and allow for multiple uses’.
% Standard 3.3 of Schedule 1 of National Quality Standard in the Australian Education and Care
ervices National Regulations 2012 highlights the elements of physical environment to include:
‘Element 3.3.1 Sustainable practices are embedded in service operations. Element 3.3.2 Children are
supported to become environmentally responsible and show respect for the environment’.
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and the facilities in the premises are sufficient for every child to benefit from them.
Second is a wide-ranging environment which encourages beneficial activities ?ﬂs
learning through play. This involves the indoor and outdoor spaces that @ared
for the children as well as materials and equipment which may facilit activities

of the children. Third is an interesting standard where the settings%ot the premises

must consider environmental friendly elements. : \,
Regulating outdoor space is important in realisi ain‘ to include the

g o th\dti il

N
increase the gross motor skills of the children. ions on qutd s;!aeégean be

s b &

found in Regulation 108 of the Australian g?ﬂon CaFe” Services National

Regulations 2012. The Regulation states tNe appr

and care service must ensure that, fore& i

‘education’ element in child care centres just as experien

)f an education

o@d cared for by the

g
service, the education and care gﬂa preq&vag cl.%ﬂ 7 square metres of
unencumbered outdoor space"é % " 4‘3'
N 1,\} §\
ol

Thus, the prem provide at least 'sem@'square metres of unencumbered

4 ¢ &
outdoor space. An wvaluel \ustraltég.uegulations is that the standard that is
underlined is th &ace 'nvir ntally friendly using natural substances
S @‘?Red out in Regulation 113 which states that,

¢
such as tree nts and sand.
NN
‘The ap% rovider, of fentr ed service must ensure that the outdoor spaces

-

prow’@t the education an@fe service premises allow children to explore and

e?&ce the natural environment’.

s
&

In addition, the outdoor space must provide adequate shade to protect the
children from dangerous ultraviolet radiation from the sun as mentioned in Regulation

114 ‘The approved provider of a centre-based service must ensure that outdoor
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spaces provided at the education and care service premises include adequate shaded

areas to protect children from overexposure to ultraviolet radiation from the su

Meanwhile, Regulation 28 of the Singapore Child Care Centr G@Iations
states that every child care centre shall have access to outdoor play'space or
playground as this is vital for the children’s gross motor kills.aegulation 28

stipulates that ‘Every child care centre shall have access tovor play space for

gross motor activity’. é '

\d

In addition, it is worthwhile for Malaysia to take into consideration tﬁe\&ﬁon

| S
made by Singapore for child care operators to indoor’sp ce with g{?-}s motor

NV
\spe.ce to have~an outdoor

Ive especially for child

activities in case child care centres do not haﬂ enou

playground. This would be helpful a@ a

care operators who operate their preEise % un

Regulation 28 (4) of Singapore Chil ar&%
9 Q

‘Every child care centre with essS to r plﬂ%pace shall have additional

N
indoor space which stll b?equippe’ wit n]at@ for gross motor activity and
speci;

which comply with the\ catiaa% ti t{i}ﬁrst Schedule’.

rison, i&ﬁé/worthwhile to take lessons from a

r. ths is clearly stated in

egu@ﬂons which states that:

!
d'an&éap\Nhich specify on regulations on physical
e xm,@g regulations in various territories and provinces
‘X

endly, 2005). Fq_goutdoor space, the requirements underlined in the

N
r N are less than four requirements focusing mainly on minimum space
requirement per child, proximity of outdoor space to indoor space, fencing and
ayground specifics. In Canada, most of the territories require five to seven square

metres. Australia has regulated the outdoor space to be seven square metres as

environ%&comg&r ng
i

(Beach
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stipulated in Regulation 108. Furthermore, there is also the requirement for the
outdoor space to be adjacent to the indoor space. Nevertheless it is interestingw
that the regulation in Prince Edward Island where there is a waiver fc(%b care
centres which do not have outdoor space to use parks or open spaces éﬂe centres.
This may be the alternative to be applied in Malaysia since in achieving high quality

child care, the laws and regulations in Malaysia should alqemrage adherence

Besides that, there is also the requirement on fenciag th oMIayg(?und

amongst child care operators.

N
as can be found in Regulation 28 (2) of Singa hild Care C es'Rebcaations
4 ) S
found in

2012. Australia for instance has specific reguvﬂ on W s can_bé
Regulation 104 which states that, ‘The ccp prosz?z’er an e{al@ion and care

service must ensure that any outdoor sm ed by chil at tr@ducation and care

%) A

service premises is enclosed by rb ths & eight and design that
@
children of preschool age or K annot 'gQ_thr gl;‘, &%}f under it’.

N
Enclosed fencing is Rensure t}e sa tyI of children from passing through
rt

the outdoor space or escapi ove«{ e(‘fjnces. Therefore, fencing must be of

a suitable height %gn @ildre@st but not least is the requirement for
N
the pIaygrou@iifi . hi 'gﬁ'udé—gﬁe safety of the playground equipment,

sufficien %cco;di g to'the number of children at any one time, availability of
5&

areas ﬁ

under_Regulation 28 (3) ensﬁ that the outdoor space must not have any harmful
or broken glass that may injure the children. The playground must be
Owically inspected to be safe for the children as is mentioned in Regulation 28 (3):

‘Before the children are allowed the use of any playground, a physical inspection

2

SS or sa fof'g og.motor skills, and so on. Singapore’s regulation
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shall be made by the staff to ensure that the playground equipment is in a safe
working condition and that the playground is free from broken glass, other swur

harmful objects and standing water’. %\

In addition, on the requirement of height and level, there is no requirement in

Malaysia for operators to operate their child care centres on the %zloor as can be

found in Singapore or several territories in Canada. There w. uest made by the

ority and the Fire

Department for child care centres to be set up only on groun fM&rSt‘?.oor.
N

Commenting on this, Datuk Seri Rohani Abdul éﬂd that, t Ie’<i Lt?/ shall

o _ _ 4 % 5

invite more operators especially the private mlace 0 chll%*gare centres

(MyMetro, 2014). Bigger numbers of c 'Mcent% indi ectl>£< ﬁ‘a\y attract more

women to return to the labour force. Sh d that the ditior@no more practical

\3 =9

as many commercial building an no é)@ﬂ at higher floors since
@

the lower floors are meant for\' g spr)je\'}‘er,A s&stressed that the safety of

the children would always?he pri’ve capcern t h there is flexibility on this

|
condition. % 0

S
On the is@ouv@inga@ s child care centres must be set up on
Y ”
the ground f% mention i?'thd.a&'{st Schedule of Singapore’s Child Care

Regulati r%h St‘%te th e ild care centre shall be housed on the ground
floor ia ding unless oﬁ:erwﬁ'é' approved by the Director. The site of the child

MWFCD to loosen the requirement made by the lo

=

S
c wtre shall be located avv\a/ from main roads and other traffic hazards wherever

le’.

S
Q Nevertheless, there is proviso for those getting approval not to set up their

centres on the ground floor due to merit looking on a case by case basis. This
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regulation is seen as a good one as it leaves the child care operator with the first
option to find a ground floor premise first. They will only resort to a first Tr
second floor premise when there is no other option. Therefore, this @n is
somehow encouraging for child care operators to try to find thé'& physical
environment for the children. However, this regulation is not too rigid to cause more
child care centres to avoid registering their centres since they%\i&e mply with this

high demand provision. It is therefore a ‘tolerance’ regulati ith the aim to fulfil

what is the best for the children. .\d
-3

Addressing the issue of tolerance, Australi a‘good initia i.la.‘tkcfﬁclude

4 b ¥
a provision that the child care operator may amr seNiQ vers @gm physical

requirements spelled in the regulations. T r can he anenf&emporary for

a specific time. This is under Regulw of the A

\ alian@ucation and Care
Services National Regulations 20 e it @/Xth cf)éescrlbed elements, they
@

are: L
AQ/

‘(a) the standards an &ts set
Quality Standard; an fol
and 110; and (ii) in the case of

all reas 3 and 4 of the National
(|) regulations 104, 107, 108
rvice, Division 2 of Part 4.3 and

regulations 120, 1 &g‘) andjl i) in the case of a family day care
service, regulati 17712 y and (iv) any provision in Chapter 7 that
applies in placefef a provisi in“subparagraph (i), (ii)or (iii) .

@a can take as an example for now many child care operators are complaining
t is not that they do not want to register, but they could not afford in the first
lace to fulfil all the requirements on the regulations especially when they are in their

early years of setting up the centres. It is claimed that one of the reasons of non-
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registration amongst child care centres is that they are not able to comply with all the
legal requirements (Hamdan, 2011). Therefore, this option may ease their bur?ﬂm

at the same time does not leave the physical environment unregulated.

A recent development can be seen from the effort that is made Gy%taskforce
on early childhood and education led by Datin Paduka Chew M Yr:the former
Deputy Ministry of Women, Family and Community (Thé?ﬁ 2016a). She has
mentioned that there is a plan to amend the existing regulations of ¢ Id care centres.

One of the issues concerned is to permit child care centreSto op. ra.te\mdid t fth

floors as compared to the current rule wher irst a nr! ik)(?rs are
4

permissible. This is a measure to lessen the co 0 ors 0 h pay high

rentals for first and second floors premlsec\) 0\ é

(<

This brings the discussion the ues~of 01? S. _Qappears that, in the

A
Malaysia Child Care Centre Re s'g all q%quwements of physical
environments are considered o enc evemifyf any incompliance. It is an

offence when the ope ors 0 renovation orir t emlse and do not inform the
ork

authorities about the w at ve'

nfa

26 which states: /\\ ' %
\

‘An operator inform th ec or General in writing if there is — (a) any

alteration ruct o?t pr es where the child care is located; (b) any

alteratl d|t| e a om facilities of a child care centre;(c) any

no%r li mg system of a child care centre; and (d) any

alteratio e vent|
part tioning “of any eX|st|ng rg r space in the child care centre premises for

hich are not relate child care activities .

0 The offence in Malaysia is punishable by fine not exceeding one thousand

ringgit or imprisonment not exceeding six months or both. While it can be seen in

év\;l'hls can be seen under Regulation
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Australia, under Regulation 103, the penalty is $2000 for the requirement on safe,
clean and good repair of the premises, furniture, and equipment. This provww
more general to ensure that the premises, furniture and equipment is safe@good
condition not just upon renovations when it is mentioned that ‘The a provider
of an education and care service must ensure that the educationWare service
premises and all equipment and furniture used in providing%& cation and care

service are safe, clean and in good repair’.

Furthermore, Australia specifies additional require r cen d;fhild
care centres and additional requirements for ho e ch|Id re tr!s ehi?to the
different nature of these centres. This may be di aI a as 10¥/t0 impose

general requirements which may not suit Et s of antr Qé

On the requirement of flo i ISI\nt g 0 note that Malaysia

&
s f homQased child care and 3.5

highlighted the requirement of 2% e me

q
square metres for centre basétnch are%j as cabe found in Regulation 27
“The minimum requwetfl area fo eaclj?crllld Chl|d care centre shall be as
follows;(a) for a home bas Chl|d\ trgé(}east 2.5 square metres; and(b) for

a work place ba co mun@ or |@Jtlon based child care centre at least
3.5 square m% C—)

D

4

refgvr DJ the s@\&/j done, most of the child care centres that are
mv@ studies were O\Lj owded especially when they are not well planned
i of the space aIIocated for the different ages of children (Azhari et al., 2015).
ermore, in Singapore in its First Schedule of the Singapore Child Care Centres
N

gulation 2012, there are additional requirements for a bigger space of 5 square

metres for children aged 18 months or younger as compared to 3 square metres for
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each child aged above 18 months. There is also a requirement for additional space to
be prepared when there are children who cannot walk which states that, Eve

care centre shall have a minimum of 5 square metres of usable floor spa dlng
service areas) as indoor activity area for each child enrolled, who is QMB months
or younger. Additional space as determined by the Director shaWrowded for

‘Z'

children who are unable to walk’.

The European Commission Childcare Network re enda‘on for outdoor
space is six square metres per child (Beach & Friendly, 2008). It woul be hQ.pfuI
to take an example from the City of Vancouver they hav d uu-é(e?nes in
easing the child care operators. There are g es m V%'Tld%:)r space

according to age groups, according to sh%ﬂﬂtles m(a c onsa@of play space
r

according to age group separating the in om toddl and s@i

The harm of not separatl hH nc as in a case that has
occurred in Kuala Terenggd\ e infan Wﬂ‘fﬂst three months old was
hospitalised as her fac Wed t ’be b tep tten by another child aged one
year plus (Ramlee, 2015) e s ufgecton her face. Looking at the severe

bruises she suffe |t as Lpec that @aby was beaten for quite some time

N
and the ch11 c ovider h ec(ﬁg'{he baby’s crying thinking that it was the
normal fants Therefore, (';})reventing harms especially to infants and
Py

youn g c en Who are more \Q/ erable, the separation of children according to age

&

gr should be done.

% It is interesting to further note that most of the provincial or territories in
a

nada require a certain maximum number of children in one group. For example, in

Ontario, Canada, the children are separated in their play room according to their age.



215

A maximum of ten children for those under 18 months, and a bigger number for
children between 18 to 30 months with 15 children per room, and 24 children

months to five years. This is also known as group size. This matter has be@with
in the previous chapter. This is one aspect where Malaysian laws a lation is

lacking and is in need for further research to add this requirement&n the laws and

regulations in Malaysia. . \,
Meanwhile, Malaysia does not specify any regula r the,requirement on
conditions and organisational requirements for the play Space XM&h or

N
area does not include kitchen, store room, oﬁiceémom, and others. q'héc‘aore, it

>y ¢ b
|Idr9n£ and Q}M/e around.
Meanwhile, on furniture and equipment uw does i ge@equirements

An initiative may be to look into thisN and provi some@ails especially on

the prohibition of any hazardou entb\f

walkers. The requirement for furniture owd‘ shijf,ﬁso be a good point to be
considered in the requireme

(,ea N

The next requirement’is t% i trE’a{ﬁjents for infants in terms of separate

sleep and rest are&&\mtin tLem m ong:,F}:hildren. Besides that, there is also the
N

requirement f@( spaces fi nﬁnts(ag'rﬁe activity areas should be separated from

their rest Qe!ping ea. h e.iéégo the requirement on diapering, toileting and

' 4
washiﬁwysia has gulﬁ'tion\s.,% washrooms. There should be one washroom for

terﬁp&jren. In addition to tha} it is recommended for Malaysia to have child-sized

is assumed that these floor areas are meant foer

ment for washrooms so that they can safely use. Diapering area may also be
Oluired as to ensure the cleanliness of the premises.
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Furthermore, there is also the requirement on eating area for children. Most of
the territories in Canada with the exception of three have regulations on th?l'ﬁ
same goes to requirements on entrances and exits where not many t% are
regulated this matter. The same goes for Malaysia where none can ﬂ\md in the
regulation stipulating on the requirement to provide a specific spaceYe’ating and for
entrances and exits except for fire prevention. With regard %\e-ﬂfation and light,

Malaysia does have regulations on this though it is in ral form, under the

regulation on maintenance. .\d
L ]
N4

Furthermore, apart from specifying floor » kitchen pant n(! wbgﬁroom,

L 4
there is no requirement to provide an offi d a\s@ oom @Malaysia’s

regulations. It has been pointed out that itwh”d are
e

in the study, due to non-existence of ified space f staﬁ,@y have to use the

A
children area for any meeting o g@sion.b}it
? o =,

&2015). With regard to
. . . ot ) . .
kitchen area, Malaysian reguk have 'specifi regula&s on this, for kitchen or

pantry to be located in is area/ sepasating t rea from the areas used for

res that,were observed

o
children activities. In %, there'oi n egu'gg ent for storage for the children’s

belongings and p séq‘ipme*t. iS requirement is meant to ensure facilities are

accessible to t Mdre arld gir agg,\pnal belongings are not mixed up. This is
% '

a measure@' child c rovi@ from accidentally exchanging the personal

belon 'wthe cﬁrlltv\‘Z:ch @apers or feeding apparatus. This is important

T > A
es hen dealing with h@n who is still drinking expressed breast milk.

Therefore, in sum Malaysia may take into consideration what and how to
Oprove the laws and regulations on the physical environment especially on the part

of separating the children according to their age. Infants should always have special
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treatment as they are more prone to harms and injuries. The space therefore should be
well planned to designate various segments such as offices for staff, eatin ,
playing area, diapering area and so on. The provision on outdoor is {%very
significant to be immediately considered and to be included in the re nt of the

physical environment of the child care centres. In addition, the examples by Australia

and Singapore who offer waiver from certain regulations may be Censidered, as this
s.z '
NY.

5.3 Child Protection: Child Care or Child Sca@ J ' _\(,}
J
\,‘T

\abo are listed as an

will encourage more child care operators to register their c

Health and safety may be predictorsoQu/ ity wh
evaluative criterion in measuring quali .cﬂ’:riteria 1

lower rates of infectious diseases, respiratory il ST

children (Vandell & Wolfe, 2000). ongst hygi nic a@fe practices are proper

hands washing after changing S, Ile I in pﬁhg ing food, and others.

As children W%zxposed ;}iqus'@s such as injuries, infectious
i ab

diseases, and even physicaland i 'Jé;éhild care should always offer high

quality care and &n ith hi emp@on health and safety. It is mentioned

. SN L
that when theﬁij d health sa et)"e)ement in child care, children will benefit as

there wczg&;ﬁrly Pe b% h@ﬁ problems, lower risks of illnesses and special
s

treatma special needs chi&d:’(&' (Crowley, Jeon, & Rosenthal, 2013). Otherwise
\

t Mh problems of an ill child may spread to his or her parents and the staff at the

d care centre. As a result, this will cause lower productivity as they have to be
Qwent from work. The occupational health and safety of the child care providers
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should also be given high consideration by the management of the child care centres

as their health and safety also affect the children (Hanafi & Ismail, 2014). Yv

Although there are efforts in promoting health and safety r'(@d care

especially looking at the Malaysia National Child Care Quality Standards which

underline nutrition and health and safety as amongst the standards®that should be

observed by child care operators in Malaysia, the question i er the minimum

requirements set by the regulations in child care in M IS ‘dequate or the

regulations illustrate requirements below the basic level o eptable cares » ¢
N
S
Considering Malaysia’s position, it has men?o d Da%:. aduka

Chew Mei Fun that amongst the violations of

committed by child care centres, to the

by deregistering their centres, incIuEe the ‘eon iﬁOQ

deemed to be unsafe for the chil%‘ t seﬁh

safety orders made by the autw (BER
Furthermore, the raising cases of ¢ dlab@-are alarming. An example of a

4 4
child abuse cases i&hil cai has igvelved an infant who suffered from
severe head ble Mich
. \ ¢ I "'3 .
guilty of sha%e infant so (i'an@v s ordered to pay a compensation of RM40,
000 to t ts or; |bth}v nt @he failure to pay the compensation, she has to

b4
serve 15mo ths of imprisonrr@;gjl'his was dealt under Section 31 (1) (a) of Child
\

M where the maximum fine is RM 50,000 or imprisonment of 20 years or both

6%‘“, 2015).

It is interesting to note that there are three standard elements in Australia’s

%

ffected haéﬁyes. The child care provider, was found

legislations on health and safety, the first promotes the health of the children, the
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second on healthy eating and physical activities and the third addresses the protection
of a child (Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority, W
Basically, Malaysia do regulate on promoting the health of the children, hﬂ@@ting
and physical activities. However, Malaysia’s laws and regulations la provision

for child protection in its legislation, be it in the Act or in the Regulati@ns.

One of the significant parts that should be highlightedYMalth and safety
provisions is the child abuse element. This is one of the ors ‘sted by (Fiene,
2002). Abuse can be in the form of physical abuse or sextial abuse. cal es

N
sometimes result from excessive disciplinary m t upon th iI&rehi?hat IS
4

b 4
why there is a need to have provisions on prohwvexces% ciplins:measures in
child care centres. Furthermore, it is sugEWat abl‘aes be caused by the lack
C

&
oviders (Riene, @). Therefore, in
A

strengthening the indicator on h saf: elis‘aJneed to strengthen other
& A
indicators including staffing K whichsi ratio(&up size, and conducive-
environments so as to assis?w to d'liver heir jm@ﬁectively and to be free from
!
any pressures which m%e untov‘ﬁgjz,th t are harmful to the children. Besides

that, there is also &é&o Iegislate how al with abuse cases such as to do the

report, liaisin Mhe oct\g/ qursa@d conveying information to the parents.
e

of support provided to the child

o

¢
H '
Child care%id' s need to are\ﬁf.)their legal responsibilities to report any abuse
cases t ‘@r. ’ Yé.\
= . .
ulation 17 of the S*'r&;}’apore Child Care Centres Regulation 2012 regulates

S
N

.

ery licensee shall cause to ensure that the staff shall not administer the following
isciplinary measures: (a) any form of corporal punishment, including the following:
(i) striking a child, directly or with any physical objects; (ii) shaking, shoving,
spanking or other forms of aggressive contact; and (iii) requiring or forcing the child
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to repeat physical movements; (b) harsh, humiliating, belittling or degrading
responses of any kind, including verbal, emotional and physical; (c) deprivation of
meals; or(d) isolation and physical restriction of movements’.

As can be seen in Regulation 17 of the Singapore regulati ﬁ,‘)ere IS
prohibition of corporal punishment, disciplinary measures, striking direCtly using
hands or any objects, shaking, shoving, spanking or forcin@dren to do
repetitive physical movements, belittling or harsh responsewiving meals, and
restricting the children’s movements. However, these @« Si élpore have only
warranted the issuance of warning letters to warn the offende fmkdeati@the

Fe
4
A heavier penalty is practised by Austrmen \ﬂ'on 166 Rﬂ\uz;tion and

Care Services National Law 2010 }% s t 0\ enalty oQoffence to use
inappropriate discipline is $10 000Q,in individ asT 50 Qin any other case.
&? A

The Section states that, ‘The appro ovider of ag‘educ and care service must
9 Q

ensure that no child being GM and ca r by&%’service is subjected to (a)
N

any form of corporal nisRent; or (b) pi@e that is unreasonable in the

y: $1D

actions.

circumstances. Penalt 000,\1’@ se':@n individual. $50 000, in any other

case’. &\ Q
!
\ ¢ ? (.)
Thi regard tQ the ap ed provider himself should he fail to ensure
, ’
that t C

en in hi hilﬁ cafg~centres are protected from being inflicted with

"%

N
maq{ te disciplinary meg‘?res. When the offence is subjected to a nominated

%isor, staff member, volunteer, or family day care educator, the penalty is $10

. Besides the protection form inappropriate disciplinary measures, there is also a

provision in Australia on the protection of children from harm and hazards under
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Section 167 whereby the failure to adhere to this shall incur a penalty of $ 10 0000 in
the case of an individual or $50 000 in any other case. Section 167 states th e

approved provider of an education and care service must ensure@}very

reasonable precaution is taken to protect children being educated a ed for by
the service from harm and from any hazard likely to cause injury. alty: $10 000,
in the case of an individual. $50 000, in any other case’. V

Y

Malaysia too has this under Regulation 42 where it States:

‘(1)For the purpose of instilling discipline among, the children, operater, a
manager, a supervisor, a child care provider, a re rlwi_%hor an
employee shall not-(a) use harsh language inappropkiate to:ﬁ the ence of

a child; and (b) take corrective measures on a‘childwhi
emotionally or physically.(2)An operator, a manager

[ nqgfse either
Cb\unerviso “achild care
provider, a registered child care provide an ‘emplayee who fai comply with
subregulation (1) commits an offence a@’on i be liable to a fine not
exceeding one thousand ringgit or w onment f ter@mt exceeding six
months or to both’.

A
A
N,
.% A
Thus, the operator, mN , supe chilm%ffe provider are prohibited
N
from speaking and usi harg language wh tlpe @en are around. Besides that, in
r ;

>

disciplining the children, they ha-lJi e"aegbn which will lead to emotional or

physical abuse. M thi |egu on shﬂﬁnount to an offence punishable with a

#

fine not exceﬁs ,O%yhs&myent not exceeding six months or both. This
is what Q!éen inac e@ﬁe mother provided a cane for the purpose of

‘u’ls
discipﬁin er child but it turcnsézaut that the child was badly beaten (Dass, 2015).
T, ild minder claimed that\she had to beat the child using the cane to discipline

. However, the mother was shocked to see the scars and injuries on several parts of
0‘

child’s body. She then reported the matter to the police in Johor.
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Malaysia already has provision on the limits that a child care provider should
be aware of when disciplining a child. However, Malaysia should insert the pr
on the obligation of the child care providers to have knowledge on chil@}ction
law. Therefore, they are aware that for instance in the event of negliﬁ&or abuse,
they may be subjected to punishment under Section 31 (1) (a) ow Act 2001
where the punishment is greater than those provided in CCCA 19 It is well stated
in Regulation 84 of Australia’s National Regulations that mef or an operator
of the centre must ensure that his staffs are aware of theehild pr tew in terms

’
Yw
states that,/ ‘7] 'le ‘@ oved

th% nate@pervisor

i chi«{ren e adx@g:)f - (a) the
existence and application of the curr&%aprotection ; a@) any obligations
that they may have under that law. %ty: $1 A

o S
N

o
It is noted in the guﬁk r NMjawsiﬁﬁ Regulations (Australian
N

Children’s Education Caz QualiJ Authority 7a) that this awareness may be
instilled through trws a ularly orb ouse seminars, or even training
LN

through an onlin um. <$

N
\ ’ J (.?(J
It WEE also be better I\ﬂ‘ala@i could specify clearly as has been done by
in

NN
Singap% egulati ',on p@bition of employment. Regulation 26 (a) (i)
X

prohibited employment of thq@fno was involved with child abuse or child neglect

\bstates:

e Director may, in his discretion, prohibit the licensee of any child care centre
om employing any person as staff of that child care centre if — (a) the person to be
employed has been convicted of — (i) any offence under section 5, 6, 7, 11, 12 or 13 of
the Children and Young Persons Act (Cap. 38), or any other offence involving child

of the gist and the how it applies to them. Regulati

provider of an education and care service mu

and staff members at the service who w

S
-9
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abuse or child neglect; (ii) any offence under Part Xl of the Women’s Charter (Cap.
353)".

Therefore the precautionary steps have been taken before the emplo ;t is

made in order to prevent more unwanted incidents of abuse and nag&involving

children in child care centres. Y'

Therefore, the main elements that should be takervg of are adequate
supervision of the children, precautionary steps protecting” the! children from

hazardous items that might cause injuries, the procedure ho towjncidents

e
and emergencies and ways to respond when there_i isk of abu f'arn{&ild in
th fﬁe IS No

their centres. It is quite alarming when it is @ation in

Y.
or tn&?a suffered by

®)

_\
@fection of the children’

Malaysia presenting guidance on how to

the children. \

Furthermore, in the application a thﬁ S

o
there should also be laws and& ions onMsipcidents, ﬁ&/—and trauma especially on

how the child care provider?ﬁequi’ed to'de Ig@]ese matters. There should be
} l

specific procedures that are to bQ déby the child care providers when the

children suffer irw [ Inesslor trauma. Th% must keep a record on details of the

N

accidents, or c Mac ions that aré t@g%wsuch as medication that is given to the

'
children, the witness, and Is of any person who is notified. This record
'
must wigned by ithe p@rsomcording it. This is well written under Regulation
>4

85\ nd 872 of the Australia Education and Care Services National Regulations

QRegulaﬁon 85 of Australia Education and Care Services National Regulations 2012 requires
(6]

cedures to be followed in the time of incident, injury, trauma and illness by stating that, ‘The
ncident, injury, trauma and illness policies and procedures of an education and care service required
under regulation 168 must include procedures to be followed by nominated supervisors and staff
members of, and volunteers at, the service in the event that a child —(a) is injured; or(b) becomes ill;
or(c) suffers a trauma’.
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2012. It is interesting to note that this record shall be kept and stored confidentially
until the child is 25 years of age (Australian Children’s Education and Care w

Authority, 2017a). (ﬁ\

In Singapore too there is a provision under Regulation Zlﬁwediately
report to the Director when there is reasonable cause for suspici% y child abuse.
Regulation 21 states that, ‘The licensee of a child care cenw has reasonable
cause to suspect any case of child abuse shall immediatel% it @wct@r 3

In addition, Regulation 11(4) also regulatesythe child care \iidﬁz:gﬁ'the
procedures in the event of serious accident, illness Ordeath WPe ith hlighﬁa\
1 Regulation 86 of Australia Education éarBServices ional R tions 2012 obliges
notification to be made to parents as soon as possible in the time mergeney by stating that, ‘The
approved provider of an education and carg*service mus J\fmﬂt arent of a child being educated
and cared for by the service, or if a par t be im y

, an authorised emergency
contact for the child is notified as soon as ablh but not later tha hours after the occurrence,
if the child is involved in any incide , trauma or il

o

sgwhi}f}he child is being educated and

procedures of record keeping of Iness by highlighting that, ‘(1) The
approved provider of an educationtand care that an incident, injury, trauma and
illness record is kept in ac with thi ?n %)uh amily day care educator must keep an
incident, injury, trauma and illn ce with this regulation (3) The incident, injury,
trauma and illness re ust incl i y incident in relation to a child or injury
received by a child oritraumarto which a ch ubjected while being educated and cared for
by the education and'ca rvic family da G educator, including —(i) the name and age of
the child; and(ii) Mmst nces ing to t% ident, injury or trauma; and (iii) the time and date
the incident occ the inj qved e child was subjected to the trauma; (b) details of

any illness WQ becomes appar ile thé child is being educated and cared for by the education

cared for by the education and care*n 4 4
12 Regulation 87 of Australia Edicatio d S Natia@Regulations 2012 explains on the

and care se e family day Carg'edu including — (i) the name and age of the child; and (ii)
the relevaé c'!rc stance§ ging tl Id becoming ill and any apparent symptoms; and (iii) the
time an of'the appare of thegrillness; (c) details of the action taken by the education and
care service or family day care educaterin relation to any incident, injury, trauma or illness which a
chil ered while being educa&%and cared for by the education and care service or family day
c rWator, including —(i) any medication administered or first aid provided; and (ii) any medical
persennel contacted; (d) details of any person who witnessed the incident, injury or trauma; (e) the

any person — (i) whom the education and care service notified or attempted to notify, of any

incident, injury, trauma or illness which a child has suffered while being educated and cared for by the

cation and care service or family day care educator; and (ii) the time and date of the notifications

attempted notifications; (f) the name and signature of the person making an entry in the record, and

he time and date that the entry wasmade.(4) The information referred to in subregulation (3) must be

included in the incident, injury, trauma and illness record as soon as practicable, but not later than 24
hours after the incident, injury or trauma, or the onset of the illness’.
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‘Where a serious accident, illness or death occurs to a child, the licensee shall
forthwith — (@) obtain all necessary emergency medical assistance; (b) notify the
parents or guardian of the child; (c) maintain proper record of the occurren

(d) notify the Director within 24 hours of its occurrence and if a public hohdayfalls
during that period, on the day following the public holiday. (5) When a child.dies, the

licensee shall cause to immediately notify the police of the death’. !

Emergency medical measures should be taken, parenw:d be notified,
record of the incidents should be well kept, and the Dir torQo should be notified

within 24 hours. In the event of death of a child hi c@der must

3 \Y-.
| S
There should be good procedural step,i that fay dowh._the epq\t;?be taken
ther au

when there is any abuse case. This is w %)I’I' 0 tzgélzrthe matters

accordingly. Uploading this in the sogi %a for in IS réﬁ solution though

viral news will get quick attentioerx1 the au \me\%c @ed as it will become

- . : > .
public interest. As explained Padtika I\/IQ{'_‘Pun, Deputy Minister of

Family, Women and Commurhﬁev:r akin@he news viral in social media

immediately report the matter to the police.

i
&

will put pressure on t ztims dt

’ '
(BERNAMA, 2016(\ g 4
A o2

Furthermege, anothe tion (that should be revised by the Malaysian

rogg, SotherRagef3tion (e Y Y
legislative ateapert ns ea'ic@and drugs administration. There should be
proper % n on‘h gdicin,%_r drugs are administered to children. The record

shonﬁd&e the name, dosage-gtide, name of the one who administer the medicine or

if the cases involved infants

‘%a d the time. This is how Singapore regulates this matter under Regulation 13*2,

QRegulation of Singapore Child Care Centres Regulation 2012 states that, (1) Every child care centre
hall ensure that — (a) no medicine or drug is to be administered to a child unless otherwise prescribed
by a registered medical practitioner, or in accordance with the written instructions of the parent or

guardian of the child; (b) all containers of any medicines or drugs to be administered to a child are
clearly labelled with the child’s name and instructions for administration of the medicines or drugs;
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Australia’s regulations detail on medical conditions as well for there is the obligation

to have a policy on managing medical conditions. This is with regards to m

'?

children with specific health issues or allergy by planning to minimis rXThls

requires good communication between the staff and the parents. TheQE&regulated

under Regulation 90 to 91 of Australian Education and Care Sefvices National

Regulations. Meanwhile further clarification on administration o Ication is set out
¥.

in Regulation 92 to 96 such as the need for parents’ auth procedures as

10N, a
to the dosage, storage and so on. .\d
oy

Therefore, in enhancing the legal requir ts on health sgfe-&, a few

important matters need to be given attentionWsia uld@focus leenhancing

child protection provision. This includes c ns to prohibit anz‘\ Itreatments or

abuse of children by child care provide ere is a need to as in that child care

providers and operators are free f qubv Tn

there is the practise by Australia,elearly sti

a@of abuse. Besides that
Ca)

Care Services National R s 2012, f providers to have knowledge

on child protection. Th |5|on should ,exaﬁd by Malaysia as knowledge of

the laws and pu kﬁw ma)l be effectz;@preventlve tool in deterring unwanted
incidents agai s e chi Idren apldngw procedures in handling abuse cases or
o&

emergenm alsa be mweé_turther so as to provide guidance for the child

care p w Furth r ro ns on medical and drugs may also be further
N
\"v

(c) all medicines or drugs are to be kept out of reach ofchildren. (2) The licensee shall cause a
oper written record to be maintained for administration of medicine or drugs in relation to each child
at the child care centre. The record shall include (a) the name of the child; (b) the name of medicine or
drugs administered; (c) the dosage of medicine or drugs administered; (d) the name of person who
administered the medicine or drugs; (e) the time and date of administration; and (f) the manner of
administration’.
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In addition, as factors that predict safety practice are always associated to the
child care provider’s behaviours, in the way they treat the children. This m??
mentioned in a study on health and safety indicators of quality in child @ntres
that has been conducted in 2015 (Nabiha, Hayati, & Hejar, 2015). Th!%dy aims to
examine the factors that predict safety practices in preventing mM child care

centres in Selangor and Putrajaya. The hypothesis is that the sgcio- ographlc of the
care providers, behaviours of the children, job aspects of t SY;)\'lders all have a
significant relationship to the care providers’ inform on gafe reventlng
injury in child care centres. Therefore, the chil @vowder th ehe;{&ad to

equip themselves with information on safety pr
4\“'

5.4  Injecting Educational Eleme i Id Care es Csﬁ

Entering the twenty- fIFS@ heh\importance o@ulatmg child care is not
just limited to protecting the c Ajpro videa “safe haven” but it goes
beyond that purpose i ensu¥g~ that L ld‘re@tentlals are enhanced through

e A

the element of learni ng ed n aIIa @} t al., 1999). Therefore, one of the
effective legal reMents d notizg eft out in child care and regulations is

the regulatlon cationdl p r@%m@ﬁ({:hlld care centres.
\
@n’al &rwp%me |sé?ometimes used in different terms such as
curr or learning standa@éasmally, it contains contents and methods on what
to and how to teach. It covers relations, experiences, activities, events which

Q cate good developments in children (Taguma, Litjens, & Makowiecki, 2013).
e

anwhile, Section 41 of the United Kingdom Childcare Act 2006 defines

educational programmes as ‘the matters, skills and processes which are required to be
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taught to children of different abilities and maturities. It may also be defined as the
“areas of learning and development which must shape activities and experlerwm

children” (United Kingdom Department for Education, 2017). \

Educational programme consists of contents of the activities of thé children

which are sometimes termed as curriculum. The activities prow%;he children is

considered as process quality but the aspect that may be d is the plan or
education programme that legislate the obligation to implementghe Izin and education
program according to the approved curriculum or framewark. | a%ddrﬂo&i on

the association of education programme towar cational proc q!al-llx it has

been found that, there is moderate association

is c\%be uded that

this result is in line with previous resear M |mpa of educational

programme towards quality and good 0 s of the chiddren. O
It is a need to have prop r g af rriculum ag_this document aside from

N
assisting in ensuring good s for 1ldrini"s' growth and for school

N
preparation (Hanafi, ZOﬁ th curriculum wi rrllar@@wre the operators and child care

providers as to What activiti th sHo e{aﬁ}ed out with the children, as well as

the reasons Why IVIt are osen ble & McCormilla, 2012). Therefore,

crucial Iearnl ot e mis P}’t |Idren and there is a continuity of learning

and educ the arly'y .ééh/e child care centres to the subsequent stages
by

i.e. p sc and school age\/Z%'ECD 2012b). Furthermore, this is one of the
d or the parents to k}w the experiences and interactions the children are

ng in the child care centres. In addition, another importance of planning a
rlculum is that it is a method to measure the performance of the child care

providers in reflecting for a better planning in future (Debbie & McCormilla, 2012).
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Looking at the practise in Korea for instance, it is claimed that one of the most vital
elements of quality is to ensure that the children undergo and experlence
activities. Therefore, it has been the focus of the government to develo‘%&dard

childcare framework appropriate to the level of the age of the c (Rhee &

Duksung, 2007). ?

Looking at international practices, New Zealand and

to Jchool age. The

ee athhl are

infants for children from birth until 18 months, t r children onbiB three
4'

curriculum which arrange the contents from birth or on

‘TeWhariki’ of New Zealand divides the children, into

year old, and young children for children fro

interesting to note that, more countrrescwv

childcare and preschool curriculum S

0 SQQ'QEge It is
ardsﬁox\egratmg their

learning from early years untrl age

t@rr Nuri Curriculum is
C.)

integrating the curricula for are andk preschool &@ Japan is integrating its

National Curriculum of Da entr S Wi e C@Se of Study for Kindergartens
9

(United Kingdom Dep% of Edu tio )

3

It is furt Ia| ed Lt t mpor e of an educational programme to be
N
|mplemented care setti }!ho@%‘f)e supported by strong provision on the
suppleme tors S atgé@jroup size and trainings of the child care
s :

prov ﬁ S is relev t as |t\/uld be useless if the comprehensive well-planned

e t| on programme is not ﬁderstood well by the one who will be responsible to
ent the activities. Therefore, an educational programme should come into the
Qture when other factors such as staffing issues are accordingly regulated and

adhered by child care operators and providers. Correspondingly, in the Malaysian
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context the provision on ratio is already in existence and the ratio is low and
satisfactory. Notably, there is a need to introduce the group size provisionvﬂo

polish up the provision on trainings of the child care providers, physical erﬁ% ents,
and health and safety features. A

Thus, in regulating the educational program or curriculum, a“eountry should

first strengthen the other significant features such as adult td?& ratio, group size,

staff’s welfare and professionalism, educational ec@nd s!) on (Taguma,
Litjens, & Makowiecki, 2012b). This is relevant for the“gom erMess the

N
curriculum, frameworks will not be fully utili r ‘optimised th! child care
_ _ v/ X
providers are neither ready nor aware to seek?@ate 0 mp{%ﬁa{entmg the

content of the curriculum. Therefore, the% intro‘gpce cur{rﬁ@m in the pre-

service training is important. HoweveN rt shoul

the readiness of the child car Wers ,&v;
? )

continuous trainings for the CK re pr rs aTI&

ide
operators and the child car iders with rele@information and the effective

method in implement% curricyl m

introduction of te&}hqy for |inst e sho&éﬁ learned by the child care providers
in adapting thEM s|to Lrs}apid progress of the digital world today

'
(Taguma e@

icu
2h). \(_;
% t2tp
ordigstance, in ustrali%mionwide training of early childhood educators is

unwe responsibility of a r%ﬂ-government organisation which is hired on contract

§o guide the educators in the implementation of the Early Years Learning

e furt@complimented by

.\
a‘)eésurriculum. Moreover,

ood avenue to equip the

|
r,-tt&/ st interest of the children. The

lum co
#

mework (EYLF) (United Kingdom Department of Education, 2013). It is

highlighted that the success of the implementation of the curriculum in Australia is
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due to the participation of the stakeholders in drafting the curriculum which indirectly
create the sense of belonging. Secondly, pertaining to the linguistic aspect, m?m
the use of unfamiliar jargons the language chosen in drafting the curricul ple

and common which in turn assist the staff and even the parents to b@knderstand

the curriculum, and in depth. ?

In Malaysia, previously, there is no uniformed curric be implemented

in child care centres. The content of the basic compulso rse il mainly on the

feature of health and safety .Therefore, the aspect of education ig left t ehll re

a
providers to decide; what type of education will provide tAe-iét'ﬂldren

4
Nevertheless, PERMATA curriculum has now ppr d e th dellne for

the creation of “Kurikulum Asuhan dau%& Aw‘a K -K%ri Kebangsaan”.

During its pioneer project from ZOO7N , the curri m h@een revised a few
A

times and has been developed a we t e & nal Curriculum under
Educ 08 (Bahagian Pendidikan

the Child Care Education an
~\

Awal Kanak-Kanak PERM m2013
CQ ! 0
However, analysinggthe % S ‘5£<5bild care in Malaysia, particularly

CCCA 1984 and Xzo |ther S no |f|c statutory provision that addresses
the educatlon am em?w‘;ﬁer a requirement for the child care providers
to attend QumTA arlyf C |I(14Q(e'r}e and Education Course which applies the
Natlo Chlldho Cdre and{Education Curriculum.

O

\n addition, with regard to the schedule of activities of the children, there is
a

=
o
5

‘\

general requirement that has been made by CCCA 1984 under Section 8 (e)

Qere one of the terms and conditions for registration is for the provider to arrange a
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suitable schedule for feedings, resting and recreation for the children in the child care

centre. Yv
Meanwhile, in CCCR 2012, child care activities are regulated ui&art XII.
a

Regulation 38 (1) (a) details that the schedule should include indoor outdoor
activities suitable to the age and development of the children, and rztine activities

such as feedings, resting, sleeping, bathing and so on. Fai arrange for this

schedule shall constitute an offence punishable with a fine

imprisonment not exceeding six months. According to

| | | N | S
must be displayed in a conspicuous place. It i interesting téyhote that”under
_ _ 4 %
Regulation 41 (2), the children should not be to be.invelved i

and the outdoor session should not be moEWO mir‘ﬁtes é

Nevertheless, these legislati me sC o&ggvities that mainly
&Q A
involve routine activities. The %c al d‘e ure hlch(_t3\recommended by the
e

scholars to be regulated is N catiw
CCCA 1984 nor CCCIEOlR ’ l
urric i

“ X
ramm%vhich is neither found in
£

‘g’ ¢ & o
i care@ tres which is Kurikulum Asuhan

Notably, th u
PERMATA is y chi re ovidﬁ%pecially by those who have undergone
!
PERMATA hil Care g E(&‘(‘}:aion Course. However, it is reported that

althougmh{,klemgnt tio};f thi@riculum has been required since January 2013,
c

not every child care centre is a of the existence of the curriculum, and to worsen

N
t tion, there are child care centres which implement the curriculum for pre-
S

Q ol or TADIKA 2013 (UNITAR International University, 2017). Furthermore, it is

ported that child care providers who are aware of the requirement to use the

curriculum fail to do so in their centres. The schedule activity is just for the sake of
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registration and has not been implemented in the day to day activities of the children
in these child care centres. This situation may be remedied by inserting clearlw
laws and regulations the requirements of the educational programme or @}ified

curriculum to be implemented in child care centres. A

Basically, in Australia there are two national approved %c frameworks.

The first is ‘Belonging, Being and Becoming- The Early Ye?&rnmg Framework

is a framework for

19 FMROl%.the

r’ N
National Quality Standard of Australia has ma ral changes c in@de the

for Australia’, and the second is ‘My Time, Our Place’

school age children (Debbie & McCormilla, 2012). Fr

_ 4 X
approved learning framework. It has now bee?med w Urricultimd decision-

making contributes to each child’s learnieweve

dx.@tion and Care Quality
o A

Authority, 2017b). \

-
N\’v
N
Looking at hot A:Rraila regulates its @ational programme, the legal

obligation to implement edu€atio I{r m{@be seen in Section 168 of Education

and Care Servi@&ma@ct Z(@specifically under the operating an
N
education and%\&rvi pa mé'{states:

rt
@
‘The appro rovigeﬁof}e u

?’Bn
" .

c@n and care service must ensure that a program
is deli (% all children b@ingwducated and cared for by the service that—(a) is
based ﬁ an approved learni amework; and(b) is delivered in a manner that

r ith the approved leafning framework; and (c) is based on the developmental
minterests and experiences of each child; and(d) is designed to take into account
ividual differences of each child. Penalty: $4000, in the case of an individual.
00, in any other case’.

ac
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Thus, this Section mentions that the provider or nominated supervisor must
ensure that the program is based on an approved learning framework and iw
implemented according to the framework. This programme must aI@s on
developmental needs of the children, and their interests and experienCeS:p, addition,
the differences and uniqueness of each of the children should be considéered in drafting

and implementing the framework. It is stipulated under thiil Section that it is an
the ap

offence not to implement this programme according [,roved learning

framework and this is punishable with a fine of $4,000. \d
23 \T
d Ca icLsA‘&l?ttionaI
_ _ _ ‘e d X
Regulations 2012, in Part 4.1 on educational pwﬂﬂ‘ume% tice g{@bmpassmg

Regulation 73 until Regulation 76. The %Wal

certain required outcomes- mainly on a

contribution of the child to his or, G‘@rld aqb\so%
(]

that, the program should be\o nurture chiféiren iq& confident and to be an

This is further detailed in the Educati a

e mustsaim to establish
the @d connection and

Yy
(aé&of wellbeing. Besides

involved learner, and to be cor,mun' eff ely. These outcomes may be

oo
measured through ass%ts and evaluations <v<v/ ch are documented according to
the development M intdresh(perie@%sj and participation in the program.
&
Assessment M be ma sgssi ﬁ}he progress of the child as against the
C “Pr &
educationa@ me outc : \(_J

%’are certain'mat ers{fiﬁf need to be considered by the child care operators
A 5
|:w of the documentatior%f the education programme. First, the period of time
I

o

Idren are being cared for and the manners on how the documentation will be

Qd by the child care providers. In addition, the documents must be understandable

by the child care providers and the parents. Moreover, the educational program
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information and contents must be displayed at the premises to be accessible to the
family members and for inspection. Furthermore, the parents will also be p

with the content and operation of the educational programme and o@hheir

children participate in the programme.

In addition, there is the requirement to appoint an edu%ileader to lead

the implementation of the educational programme. The educati eader must have

full grasp of the contents of the curriculum which is EY earll/ years as he is

responsible to guide other educators in carrying out the“eurriculum, Seis sfound
. . . | &

under regulation 118 (Debbie & McCormilla, 20 =\

P 4

Meanwhile, in Singapore, in the previous child gulatlsﬁq,"there is no
mention of any regulated curriculu@-o t
However, under the new act that has been pass th

cbg N A
isdhe

ie atiofis on thetypes and content of the

elements that the Minister may m
9 Q—
curriculum that is to be implN in the S as&%ﬂtioned in Section 52. This
N
illustrates that Singapase is worming its e yl c@od care and its education has
highlighted the importang of % i &(‘ﬁyriculum, to be regulated in its
regulations. /\\ Q (3

N
ISP
All in%an appropri édue' nal programme should also be regulated

compli%khe o;hebdgr ant@ures such as ratio, health and safety (Burchinal
Yv

et aI‘AS). The curriculum I'@’%been regulated in a few countries through inserting
\

me

e regulations.

iar&nq)ln 2017, one of the

t Nirement to have curriculum frameworks in their laws and regulations. A few
coupt

ries such as New Zealand, Norway, Australia and Sweden have regulated their

Qucation programme in child care centres since 1996. It is interesting to note that

this is the first time the curriculum has been legislated in their legislations for several
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reasons. One of the reasons is the recognition of the importance of early childhood.

The need to regulate this feature is one of the ways in raising the status of the s i

the countries’ priorities or agenda (Oberhuemer, 2005). It is claimed th t all

developed countries have curriculum frameworks either as a sePA@andatory

curricula or as statutory requirements; they have it in sets of gWes (United

Kingdom Department of Education, 2013). Therefore, it is high time for Malaysia to
ol

improvise or set regulatory standards on child care centre rcus to legislate

the requirement to have curriculum frameworks. .\d

L ] \T
On another note, the discussion on e nal progfam ir‘ ehJ,(Ta care
4 b 4§
centres is in line with the principles of Islamw plases\ atte%tlm in child

education. With increasing knowledge % eness on imp(ciﬂ%:e of Islamic
values to be instilled from the early yea child\mor arent@e now seeking for

Islamic child care services. It ap at, i in ri@ie pre-schools, parents

6 e,
tend to choose pre-schools WWC\ e religien-based ?M@ Ismail, Utaberta, Yazid,

&

& Yunos, 2015).
¢ ﬁ? |7 s
Nowadays, some chi ca% op‘? an Islamic approach. Besides that,
home schooling @n a Jrnat' that @eferred by parents who see that it is

hard to find |hue centres ijﬂ ar&g;riah compliance and at the same time to

instil Is@ues 'i'n #hi reééf/ IS heartening to see that some of the parents

are m in their ¢ Idre'r: a{.’ rly as three years old to memorise the Al-Quran.
Therefore, a Syariah complia$child care centre may be an alternative in providing
%childhood education to the children. The curriculum used in pre-schools
Quld inserted Islamic education as to expose the children to Islamic values and

knowledge since early childhood (Mohed et al., 2015).
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The early intervention programmes for the children, the play materials,
equipment, and the environment should be Syariah compliance. Besides that,
the important features is the value that is instilled in the child care provid@y are
the ones who should first be motivated to foster the Syariah spirit in ntre. It is
more than just portraying themselves in Islamic appearances. They need to be instilled

with Islamic values in their words and actions. \,

5,5  Concluding Remarks ‘\d
Y

! _\"}
In conclusion, the existing laws and_regulagions in Malaysia oq-physical
z N

\agic el@g of indoor
' ov&Sﬁough. The main

at‘asre exposed to a lot to

@should be given good

ities. This may encourage

R

negligent a % cases h ifrg @u d the country should be the pushing factor
NN

to strer% e chil Pction‘t&zment in the Malaysian child care legislative

fra . Malaysia should@s on strengthening the provisions in protecting the
‘@ especially from any injuries and hazardous items. In addition, the child care
roviders should also be guided in the regulations on managing any emergencies or
ntoward incidents. Furthermore, child care providers should also be equipped with

the laws of child protection.
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Meanwhile, with regard to educational programme, in creating the curriculum,
there is a need to take into account the values, cultures and traits of the w
concerned. This is the consideration made by New Zealand and Sou@
promoting local values and cultures in the curriculum. Therefore, pting the
curriculum from other countries, it cannot be simply transplanted withiout taking into

account the local features. Lessons may be learned from othqi Mes experiences

(Economist Intelligence Unit & Lien Foundation, 2012). e hat'ln ensuring that
this feature in the education programme is successfull ulatéd al Iemented
other supplementary features such as ratio, group Si fflng su ndu good
continuous training for professional develop d then&nd well

regulated. 0\ é‘?
&

Section 8 (e) of Malaysia CCCA m be revised an(@proved not just to

S
touch on schedule of routine a e bu Kclu ctivities according to
approved curriculum or fra Fu , tk&&boraﬁon on educational
programme needs to be in and’furt Ig in Regulation 38 (1) (a) to

specify the learning obs that a get Qd/to be achieved by regulating the

education progra e\Nhlld darhres éj

N
As pr@b ustrali ﬁlar ('a{ need to have a clear law obligating the

operato%%ﬂlld’c e \ e® implement programmes that are based on

appro ning framewor sc'jh law should highlight on what features should be
f d on suitable to the cultu}e and localities in the country. The importance for the

ementation of educational programme for the children may be stressed by making
N

n offence for any failure to implement the educational programme in their centres.
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The regulations furthermore may specify the required outcomes and assessment

system in assessing whether the outcomes are achieved or otherwise. Y'

The documents of frameworks too must be easily understaso%to the
rks y

providers, for them not to feel burden in implementing the framewo feel that

they are assisted in planning activities for the children as ,there%are systematic

guidance available for them. Y-

Thus, it is proposed that legislative effor proving “the guality of
Malaysian child care centres need to touch on legal require n’s ?(a) ing
physical environment, health and safety and a a ne\y feature of @ational

? N
programme in Malaysian laws and regulati% hild \!q[res. g X
o

(,)"\
\\Tfi\



