CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION Yv
1.1 Introduction c}
nt, fi

The world's economy, society, culture, government, finances, and
relationships among states have all undergone profound transformations because of

globalization. On the plus side, globalization has o enwvdoor to novel social

interactions, intellectual pursuits, collaborative prgj c mKia‘I?Droaches, and
so on. However, a hidden truth lurks underlying t esjdra tl' (L'h@és. The
%)

shadowy underbelly of globalization is a web egal tr?d

inv Ivingq?.n thing from

narcotics and weapons to human trafficking zr pur

Illegal drug traffic is one of the@és' st and 8& lucrative. (United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (U O%O{?)
]

cking and otherfo of organized crime pose a

N K

serious threat to natiovmd irtern jonal safety. According to experts, this

slav d prostitution.

International drug

'
phenomenon must %spew insthe g}g al political and economic context.

(Bailey, 2013)@&1factdring nd e@ting psychoactive substances that are

N
outlawed a@Nern tignal, e‘gionﬂgahd national levels because to their impact on
public h%-eriminl beha or,ﬁ!’govemment policy is included in the definition
' DJ
of %/n

arcotics tra‘r{ic ing (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

5
ODC), 2017)- A grov%g variety of synthetic drugs are joining the likes of
sergic acid diethylamide (LSD), cocaine, heroin, marijuana, methamphetamine,
Omd ecstasy on this list (Kan, 2016). Synthetic drugs are made from chemicals that

are created and made in a lab. They are not made from natural substances. These
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drugs are made by changing the chemical structure of current compounds or by
making new compounds from scratch. Synthetic drugs can be used IYth of

different things, like medicine, fun, or study.

Since the beginning of the 1990s, illegal drugs like Dyserglc Acid

Diethylamide (LSD), weed, heroin, ecstasy, cocaine, d a phetamlnes have

iVYFrom Latin America,

iffere t ea routes (Kumar,

become more and more available in South Africa (Par

illegal drugs first got to Europe through a numb

2015). Van Heerden and Minnaar (2016) said South Affica i ' rﬁo.gﬁ(:‘ommon
as

way for drugs like heroin from Afghanistan a t jalan oca rom South

America to move around the region. Van H rden

European and Southern African m k%e w

:T
@D

|IIe rugs are sold. South

U)

Africa is one of the most deyeloped c Ek:,a but drug abuse and
_r . a Ny
trafficking are big problem@ NODC 5) that one of these problems
&
is the spread of illegal d u%ossr S that@n‘t well watched.
% |

0%

Drug use an lems in )ﬂ&@p back to before the country got its

freedom. Illeg Xha\@i pro I@s for a long time. In fact, a decade ago,
the country, I rs |dﬂ? 'ybs the country's number one enemy (Haq, S

M., 19 en t ug \%{orphlne and cannabis were the most reported
dru e tradltl nal o 0 s are being replaced by synthetic drugs like

etamlne -type stlmul\s and other psychoactive medicines. Drugs, their
ée

cursors, and important chemicals used to make drugs have become more of a

Oarget of smuggling (Hamdan, 2013). This is because the demand for drugs at home

IS growing and, in some cases, there aren't enough drugs in the area to meet demand.
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1.2 Background of Study

Malaysia has been an easy target for the drug crime business for a time.
Because it is in a vital place and has a long, easy-to-navigate land Sgﬂy order, it
is especially vulnerable. Aside from that, drug-related crimes have Been going up

(Maysam & Mohsen Mehrara, 2014), even though there ha\% several programs,

V\WM chosen country, the
ast, drq{v? moved using
non-human tools like tires, boxes, bottles, etc. New, people are u ’s f%c’)@'to move
drugs, which makes the growth of drugs even%)myi te Drug@ugglers are
known to use a wide range of tricks to makeiit easiexto send |I~Iég‘§l"drugs overseas

laws, and regional efforts to solve the problem. Alon

security of neighboring countries is also at risk. |

(Wotherspoon, 2016). "Drug mules” %fo se peoplet(Zarina Othman, Nor
Azizan Idris, and Mohamad Dtdgrws, c ;Qle the high pay and low
value of the tasks, these wo@ Iikeﬁ'y%rt \egal groups that help move
drugs. (Fleetwood & H ss)bl):r dru ﬁﬁe" refers to people who move

illegal drugs across nal border or‘oﬂ@'people. Young guys were also used
4 &

with children @omen‘ \Were &gﬁant. No matter how the drugs are

transported, lﬁQ e ge

¢

"vehicle'sfor augg/ng tr'e;ns@_g.rting illegal drugs because they are willing to
!wznlbss

N
wor oW pay {n @Ty to get caught.
O

The arrests of Malaysians suspected of involvement in drug trafficking

[a}]

S a@ﬁ% level of education. They are the perfect

mained front-and-center in both national and international media. According to
QMalaysia's Deputy Foreign Minister A. Kohilan Pillai (2016), 1,900 Malays are now

serving time for drug mule offenses in prisons around the world. 270 were arrested
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in Thailand and another 200 in Singapore. This research aims to learn more about the

drug mule problem in Malaysia and the overall drug trafficking problem?ge isa
pressing need for this study because the drug mule problem poses a Em hreat to
u

the human security principle by jeopardizing basic human neceg& ndamental

rights, and human respect (Kan, 2016). ? '

NV

Hence, this research has included a few of th faWat affect drug mules

in Malaysia. However, this research akms-te has re the WIe experience

] .
s.to Eggﬁ'ge their
AN

attitude and not become involved in drug mules*again W‘hiC means it\Qan save more

based on phenomenological study. As a result, iassists drug m

r!;g
Y/
people out there to not be involved in the ar% \e. ?T
&, )
1.3 Problem Statement \ O

\; Y

Trafficking in drugs has,be me‘i i enu){q%\/lalaysia. Since it started
“ &

in the 1970s, this threat & seem oin %way any time soon. Even so,
\

Malaysia is determined Wr or getrido tf@ﬁg trafficking problem by making

its laws and rules strictew’But th( (T.oé‘jdt work because the results aren't what

they were hop@lob@ isc ing quickly, making the tactics that police

O
are using n@ei U@jﬁgﬂl “Malaysia needs to be strong and bold to solve
this pr bikn a QQM. hi \ay seem like a simple job, but the speed at which
X

dmg&ffl king gangs are v@ang right now means it may be the hardest to do. These

that sell drugs choose Malaysia because it is in a good place in Southeast Asia.

Qalaysia is mostly used as a place to pass through.



Furthermore, echoes Ralf's (2000) assertion that people from all walks of life

are susceptible to becoming victims of drug trafficking organizations. A ing to

her, not even college students are spared; in fact, these groups are frwg\twed

as easy prey by the criminal syndicates. It is obvious, accordingkezizah (2008)

research on drug abuse among school children, that these Wcates influence

schoolchildren for financial benefit. Teenagers are ofte mnto becoming drug
\'o

mules or traffickers due to causes such as avarice; m ge' in drug trafficking

out of a desire to make money and live an extravagant,life ty.\l¢ arevyplcally

dissatisfied with what they have. One of the @peopl be e’du&%”trafflckers

is unemployment. They engage in these ies“becalse the ﬁseed money to

survive. So many have fallen prey t(@}faﬁick to ﬁ‘o\ rance and lack of
awareness. People ultimately engage ug traffi Wf\@r intentionally or not.

Some become involved with (‘n}rs@ e re@ssmns of their actions in

conclusion, drug mule tra is Mtedﬁﬁae that affects people, groups,
and countries all ovtthe orld in +any ays. §lop this illegal trade successfully,

governments, Iaw enforeém n&qﬁ ‘;@Qnternatlonal organizations must work

together to cr e |C|es not only go after the traffickers but also
try to flgu%t his Hap&%ﬁ!ng in the first place. To stop the cycle of
victi %Tt is ‘al o ta@help and rehabilitate people who are forced to be
dwles It is possible tQ];men the effects of drug mule trafficking and build a

\&, fairer world by working together and caring about human rights.

Ny
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1.4 Research Objectives

In line with the research questions, this study will include analysis tTﬁ the

following two research goals:

1. Tounderstand and capture the nuances and complexities of the |IVEd experiences

as drug mules.

Yy

2. To explore the underlying factors that contribut g n;ules persistence in

their operations, understanding, motivations Sl kinggprocesses.

1.5 Research Questions E P 4

The goal of this research is to use a pE ologi

the cases of drug mules in Malaysw

questions:

n
1. How do individuals desc eir Mrle <"s’of becoming drug mules?
2. Why do drug m%; t m?’l %‘étlbb'desplte the imposition of stringent
év

legal penaltles')

%
R 7 %50
O

1.6 Sco@y
NG

4

1253

study a{m tBZTnvestlgate the drug mule experience based on a
omenological study o \PMaIaysmn cases. Meanwhile, because the sampling

&

nique to be used is purposive sampling, the sampling frame of this research is
nyone who fits the description qualified to be a respondent. A qualitative research

study was to be conducted to achieve the goal. This study has been scheduled to take



place for those involved in drug mules and participants will be given an interview to

the five respondents who are involved in drug mules.

This study was adopted with a phenomenological empsgﬁsign. The
ex

purpose of phenomenology is to explain and interpret thg periences of an

individual. The objective of the study was to better compr% d investigate the
topic of Malaysian drug mules. Therefore, a ph o@l‘bgical approach was

deemed suitable. The focus of this study will be 0 avqé/alsly served as

drug mules regardless of whether they may havésbeen arrested p ifugl X
A
P 4
\ \/‘r
c\’: T
N )
: . s :
Phenomenological st im to re éd understand the lived
experiences of individuals, ingthi se,(ﬂug sin@aysia. By delving into their

experiences, motivations, a e T exts.sﬁr?ounding their involvement in

1.7 Significance of Study

=9

N

drug trafficking, thissresearch cont yv lu nsights to various areas:
: ) ’
N O

s
é‘

e i -
% sult a ‘gome%thls study would help the future researcher. This

studhill allow future res@ﬁ to become more informed and educated about drug
@. Having said that, this research enables us to give some ideas to other studies
d this study can be one of the bases from which a new learning theory can emerge

and develop. In addition, this study also provides findings that will serve as a model



for future researchers. Equivalently, it enables future researchers to save time and

resources to complete their report in regard to drug mules. The results a ings
of the study will give researchers who are interested in studying dr(g‘) s useful
information and new ideas. This means that the research will be aNplace to start
for people who want to learn more about this field of studyﬁ‘e’study will help
educate and teach future researchers, giving them m% mation about drug

mules. This sharing of information is a key part of b i ar" expert in the field.

Researchers can learn from what was found in this st Thi mWa;t e research

N
can show how to study drug mules in a good ing other. eJrcbgcr% a plan to
s b 4

\ v

SUNE I
N O

& 4 QC_—)
_ &/
The focus of the s is |bute§§ot 0
organization but to the gof kno‘vled e. Wh@esearch can be a learning model for
2y’ ¢

Y
new graduates ‘@W po\t‘eﬁ ploy és.as it aims to analyze the experience of
drug mule CQQ Mal ls ar 'Siﬁ‘f this study enables it to be repeated by
¢
samples ' ta org{niz i zf; a@c‘gle or by knowing the truth of experience about
&v 7 N

Havin d,ltha@?s research would enable management to classify

drug %
. N . . :
f@hat contribute to %@drug mule. Thus, the findings of this study include

‘%hmendations on destroying all the drug mules in Malaysia. This can benefit

briminolog)ﬂ law enforcement, and associated researchers, scholars, and

practitioners. New graduates and future employees can learn from the findings. This

follow.

1.7.2 To the Body of Knowl

nly to the researcher and




shows that your study's findings and insights could be used to train law enforcement,
border control, and similar professionals. It may also help academic institugi each
this issue. Law enforcement and border control may use the studye tanding

drug mule causes could impact legislation, training, and preventi itiatives.

1.8 Definition of Key Concepts S z '
Definitions have an important role in facilitati g.h\dargjkment and

S
communication (De Vos et al., 2011). De ons he}p la i %'.s\so that no

ambiguity or confusion is introduced (De Vo

the study better, it can quickly go @(

1.8.1 Drug N Aj
In the Natio Yug.Ma l‘sjgni(
okl

based on wha mre Llsed r. (Nq@m
&
.-medicinal'g‘ Mnet ing t }an I&p)keep the body or mind healthy or make it

better. i

acolagicall a nt%\ y chemical that changes the way biochemical
b 4 a/
or piﬁ‘@bical processeS worKin cells or animals. A drug that changes your mind
a

2.

o)
5
N s you dependent oht, especially one that is against the law according to the

icines and Related Substances Act 101 of 1965. (Health Department [DoH]
Q%S). Act 140 of 1992, the Drug and Drug Trafficking Control Act (Department of

Justice, 1992), defines a drug as any substance that can make a person physically or



mentally dependent on it. Any chemical or plant that is mentioned in Part Il of

Schedule 2 as a dangerous substance that can lead to dependence is th 0 be

exactly that (see Annexure F). The UN Office on Drugs and Crime @) ays that

the word "illicit drugs" refers to chemicals that are limited globyhsbut are made,

sold, or used illegally. These chemicals may or may not have IeRrﬁedical uses. The

word "drug"” refers to any psychoactive substance tha N made illegally by
e

mixing chemicals and can have both short-term and | effects on the person.

1.8.2 Drug Mule Yv
\ T
Even though the word "dr‘@gus in the Drugtand Drug Trafficking
bs

Act 140 of 1992, it is not defineg: Hi hg$ efines.a drug mule as "a person

A
who smuggles illegal substan ossfhatio . bor \including smuggling in or

&

out of an international plarhr anyi nal syndicate." Fleetwood (2014)
says that drug mulés Ye;ple ho riringTygal drugs across national borders
without legal pe ﬁ@on arl 4 n't @emselves. A drug mule is "hired" to
bring illegal drugs¥acro i laI bb rs in exchange for money (Haas, 2017).

¢
Accordiggo Die E‘[:)ja lﬁor@;ﬁng Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction

N
(EM , a dra'g efis sggi‘e\one who is bribed, misled, or tricked into moving

DDA, 2012). According to this study, a drug mule is a woman who helps bring

Qrugs across international borders in return for money.

10
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1.8.3 Drug Smuggling

According to Decker and Chapman (2008), smuggling is the u&&l transit

of narcotics over international, national, or state borders. Smu s@rugs over
d6

international boundaries is a form of drug trafficking (Prezq'! and Gaber, 2005).

Smuggling drugs across national or international boundari% ir, land, or sea for

financial benefit is what this study means when it refers ngling.

. .

N
o IO
1.9 Study Limitations
vl
According to Simon and GOEJI X

Nﬁre errc@h every research
project, regardless of how carefu lanning exe@%n of the study was

carried out. The term "study s' ref \Paxt 5@' events that are not under
the direct control of the i %or ey | it t cz)pe of an investigation and
frequently affect both th?ﬂ\s ob,alne h.@'ferences that can be formed from
the investigation 0 & %Xﬁcordmg to Labaree (2019), the

O

characteristics mthodly ogy at ar erred to as "study limits" are those that

1/
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1.10 Conclusion

This chapter introduces the subject of drug mule experience,as & form of

N\,
transnational organised crime. The study places a particular empha '%we role that
persons from Malaysia play in the drug mule industry. We also talk about the problem
statement for the research, which focuses on people who have experience with or as
drug mules in Malaysia and asks us to consider thei pWives. The researcher

also provided an overview of the objectives, signifi ,and u@ras of the study.

It has been established what is meant by fundamental terms like " u?’g)@ﬁ mule,"
e in

i gtgis search. Insthe following
%4

and "drug smuggling,” which have been appli
chapter, we will investigate the existing research \ﬂinolgigf theories to try

to answer the questions of why an& dividu

illegal drug trade as mules. (—) >\
E 0




