CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS Y'

Morphological diversity among the Senegal and Gambia o1l palm germkaawas well

defined by both principal component and clustering analyses. \@¥sidering the
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. qu-{he exception of cluster-1V which had lowest
S
ld traits, all othe™groups had moderate to high values of yield and

mean \';.llu%
yield -%aits. The cluster analysis however, provides valuable information in

ilize directly the most promising accessions for production (for example

orde
SSC 3, SEN 09.04) or for future usage in selection programs. Furthermore, there was
no consistency in assigning of members to groups, as accessions from different

ocographical origin were placed together.
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However, caution must be taken as regard the accessions because they are an

expression of linked genetic and environmental effects, i.e. findings were based on

morphological traits which are usually influenced by environment. Therefore, Ter

studies should be undertaken to ascertain the claims of this study. F:c%umple,

molecular techniques which are more precise and are not affected by the enVironment

can be conducted to further verify the findings from this study. w dings of this

rescarch will however be of utmost help to researchers, nt?eeders and policy

NY.

makers.
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