CHAPTER 2

& z
LEADERSHIP OF IMAMS IN MANAGING THE MOSQUE\
2.0 Introduction of Imam Yv

Imam (Arabic: 2l!) means leader. In the usual sense, i

individual who

is appointed to lead the congregation when performing pra gooc' deeds. Another

rsaof ag iuo@to

. . . . 1.
lead community to the right path (Caliphate). M the imam is as\a human
being who has been appointed to lead a mosque i atioq\n : there.gé various

X

Arabic terms used to discuss the meaning W issues, an eaders@ matters from

agh, zi'ama aya@'sah, siyadah and

\ Y
&

A% “« Q-
In Islam, imams must b%\ tliners aveﬁ‘fﬂled the requirements to be

~
eligible lead prayers a othq religiOL} matters. @Jld be noted that the nature of

meaning of imam is the person who are entrusted to be

various levels such as khilafah, imamah, @i

siyasah province.

)é:

lead is a nature and gifted by "Alla veﬁ{Gj&very human being. To be an Imam,

)
¥

leadership is th in €le At that” need 40~be highlighted other than apart from

N
qualifications@biou knro ge' Lﬁagté/rship also an extra talent that can be make
an excell %m in certai q%\%{) doubt that Prophet Muhammad SAW is the
LOINE =
m

best i only one'role mo@f imam around the world that give a good model

C-)
0 w and leadership. AIIahMT said in Al-Quran:

S
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21. There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah a@ pattern for

anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who reWrs Allah often.

2.1 Imam in Al-Quran and Hadis

Qur'an, As-Sunnah, and opinions givir@nic sch

be categorized as the mainstay and rclest

have sufficient eligibility requi@a
Imams are very synoﬁv Wit1
also play an important% commynity v‘el% nt. Even the word Imam himself

is mentioned in tr@. A@m Loké‘(Ab. Rahman 2014, Al Quran carries
v :

the word Ima Ne a C(;n A,moaﬁ)jrem in surah al Bagarah, 2: 124 below:
2’) 4

124.  And [mention, O Muhammad], when Abraham was tried by his Lord with

commands, and he fulfilled them. [Allah] said, "Indeed, | will make you a leader for the
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people.” [Abraham] said, "And of my descendants?" [Allah] said, "My covenant does

not include the wrongdoers." Y
(Al-Qur-an. Al-Bﬂsm: 124)

Men are symbolic imams or religious leaders as we have seen irWetic history
where Allah appointed the Prophets all among men and this stateme s been recorded

in the Quran:

25 ¥ 1 5. ;5,)/..

Spghas S5 ea (plE szb

of] What Allah has given one over the other

o

and what they or f{éﬂhelr wealth. So righteous women are
!

devoutly obe uar ng i éh LG} d's] absence what Allah would have them
N

guard t lyes fr WhO@OU fear arrogance - [first] advise them; [then if

they e s],forsake them in nd [finally], strike them. But if they obey you [once
o

gxek no means against them. Indeed, Allah is ever Exalted and Grand.

(Al-Qur’an. An-Nisa’ 4: 34)
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Other legal arguments include:
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e;geli, "Indeed, 1 will
ill'y u‘b&a@on it one

L g
who causes corruption therein and sheds blood@we declare_Your p_@g;nd
sanctify You?" Allah said, "Indeed, | know that% ouq S

NV
X
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‘an. agarah 2: 30)
S
N Ry

228. “But the men have a devwer ttny Spo lity and authority]. And Allah
'S

is Exalted in Might an sey’ s § 4(/

’K\ Q § (Al-Qur-an. Al-Bagarah 2: 228)
\ ¢ ! C’)Q
Acco@' g Dthe h7r deb@n the verse, Allah SWT gives rank to men

Jank e means creation, morality, power, nafagah,

30. “And [mention, O Muhammad], when your Lord said

make upon the earth a successive authority.”" They saids

and advantages in& world and the hereafter. (Muhamamd Shahrizan,

Q From understanding the context of the imam in the mosque, it should also be seen

at the beginning of the era of the appointment of the imam during the time of the Prophet



Muhammad SAW who was the imam of his companions (sohabah) and family. The
Prophet Muhammad SAW also stated the matter of prayer to be the referenc
imam in leading the prayer as well as we can know the men should be the@nd it

can help the organization of the mosque in appointing the imams. *
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“Pray as you have seen me prayer, and when thetime'for prayer_comes o%‘a you

should call the adhan for you and the olde$ou\d actas ima@g.

5 S

\ (Hadis®Bukhari-& Muslim: No.115)
\ /‘\_\

According to Dr. Wahbah Zuhaili, ? 3 the, reasonylvhy <r}nt;-%f*are preferred to

q
women is because of this: \ ¥$
1) Men have stro%gi:s am’ﬁ)ﬁf‘dlsb

Allah SWT S responst 4 hic@s by the men the perfection of their
creation, sharp @tr

eason;simple feelings. That is why men are able
to give a shar houghtful |

=3

!

kar@ns are also appointed the imams and Islamic
S

ths%advantages. They are also able to be leaders,

_ X

ima di, and so on. N
9

&:cording to Imam Al-Qurtubi, the men are preferred by Allah SWT over women

O\erms of livelihood (nafagah), intellect, inheritance and they are also sanctioned to

go out to fight and perform good deeds (amar makruf) and wrong deeds (nahi mungkar)

leaders ngemen peca ,o

more than the women.



2.2  Theelements to appoint an Imam.

Al-Quran also mentions the words of imams in surah Yaasin, Hud, Alﬁznd

Al-Hijr. This shows that the word of the imam is very important in the treasures of

Islamic life which is mandated to lead the prayers of worshippers, rwginstitutions

and communities. \,

The need to obtain the Imam (head in prayer) is clas ga ne'cessary interest,

but it is not necessarily an obligation. A permanent Im ust e‘}ﬂgd:-rrson (not
"X

constrained by other occupations), fair, honest and h nowledge i d)o caigion

of Islam. This statement was highlighted by Pr uh% inthe Hadis:

"The imal@ou

equal in reciting, then t

then thegfor, migrttgogJ

of their age among them."

N

(Hadis. Muslim: No.613)

Q In Malaysia, for mosques built by the government and regulated by it, usually

government-recognized religious bodies such as the state or state Islamic religious
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department are responsible for determining who is eligible to be an Imam. In Negeri
Sembilan, this matter under task of Jabatan Hal Ehwal Agama Islam Negeri S?ﬂh
(JHEAINS). In the first stage, the list of persons that apply to be an Iman(%\pply
under the portal of the State Religious Department of Negeri Sembllaf*r that, all
the applicants are called from the religious department to attend aW interview.

Basically, the aims of the interview to identify the level o( on the way of
ecHati

answering in the matters of worship (Ibadah), the way cr of the Quran
(Tajwid), recitation of the Khutbah and Islamic book rabi IW and their
L ]

| N RPNy
of Negeri 'I|@d the

so% S tha\%'e person

amuﬁ chosen by c@(mg/Sultan or
the minister in charge. While for mo\aﬁ are reg <<i|t by the private

beliefs (Tauhid). Usually, the interview is led by the

grand imam of the State Mosque. Different vi

who is eligible to hold office and the duties4s,an

sector, the selection of Imams how based o QQ icial selection of the
appointed society (gariah) com% refers <rf?é'ecﬂon especially among
the congregations. \A

X" ’ Fi&

Flow appoints imams at Negeri Sembilan

Government
Sector

Some Country

!

Appointed by

Election from
Qariah
committee

King/Sultan or
Minister
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Chart 1.0: Flow appoints Imams in Negeri Sembilan.

The second part must be known of the imams is payment of saﬁgand

allowances. Usually in part of responsibility and payment, the payment of salaries and
allowance of the first Imam and second Imam at the mosques under the responsibilities

of the Department of Islamic Development Malaysia (Jabatan ajuan Islam

||a?u from 2 sources,

s aligned the consolation
is i\M& ue
which is not the same for all mosques in Negeri an.

s b
O

Flow salaries and allowances imams at Negeri Sembilan

Malaysia). Apart from that, they also get employment

namely JAKIM and mosque department. Usually, JA

payment to all imams in Malaysia of RM850 whilg,the re

First & Second Third & The rest
Imam of Imam

Depending on the administration of gJ Depending on the administration of
the Mosque the Mosque only.

A

RM 850 from JAKIM
&

% Chart 2.0: Flow salaries and allowances Imams in Negeri Sembilan.
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2.3 Duties and roles of Imams.

There is no doubt that every human being has responsibilities and trust% eed
to be verified. As Imams, their responsibilities are very synonymous wi %e)wosque
and the Muslim community. Imams also play a huge role which isgimportant in the
development of the community. So, the group of imams should/ngt take a granted the
issue of roles and duties because the word of duties and re orwmes was mentioned

in the Al-Quran in surah An- Nisa’, 4:58 below:

d
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58. Indeed, Allah commands you %erar rxm are due and when you

7]
judge between people to judeK' stice."Excellent is&ﬁ&/hich Allah instructs you.

Indeed, Allah is ever Heari Seeing. N
% l 0’

\ \: ‘.(i‘/ (Al-Qur’an. An-Nisa’ 4: 58)
l
C\E Ml L2
Base t ena(!me S{/@ in Selangor (2011), there are several duties

and rol t imanfs i e;mosq:;{ Among the duties and roles of the priest are the

foHQ\A \c'},

0‘& Imam must be a religious (Syarie) officer in the place (kariah) of the mosque

and perform the obligatory prayer and any other congregational prayer in the

mosque.



2. Imam should lead the matter of fardu kifayah on the remains of Muslims who
died in the who are in area is gazetted as the place where the imams are 0 :

3. Lead the Friday Prayer and read Friday sermons (khutbah) an@\shRaya

sermons. A

4. Provide advice and guidance in matters pertaining to the Islami€ religion to the
society of the mosque as much as possible. \,

5. Lead, supervise and organize the teaching of Isla zg tt]a society of the

mosque. .\d‘
X

6. Guiding Bilal, Siak and the society of the@in carryin tlhe_\@es of
4
the Imam. \ \Y

7. Attend every meeting of the ngffi@ﬁr and the @Yet.y (Kariah)
Committee of the mosque. ) Cs<

8. Accept and comply with ar%ructions Tby or the Secretary of
a S

MAIS or by the Nazir olésque. “« Q-
N RN
N ol NS
In general, the % uties :)‘ Phdrau‘w%'enormous if we mentioned about
&
rly.Com

it. It will be succes %IS task‘; ope é pleted, then it will leave a very big
%gw i

impression on S aa)é!lim, it is an instinct and hope for us to

expect our Efs%e peaceful, @ and blessed by Allah SWT as stated in the
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15. There was for [the tribe of] Saba' in their dwelling place a sign: two [fields of]
gardens on the right and on the left. [They were told], "Eat from the provisionsYﬁm
Lord and be grateful to Him. A good land [have you], and a forgiving Lor(;}

(Al-Qur an. " 34: 15)

Y'

Looking from the current scenario in the country, there are Still'many imams in
suraus and mosques in the country who do not have %: (iualifications to
administer the mosque. Many imams in suraus and m% nWed to lead

L ]
prayers. The good imam also must have a ta@ self-potenti P_\ out
responsibilities as the caliph of Allah on the faﬁ; eaq \}Y*

é\‘?
Meanwhile, according to Lokn@hma 014), t imams as civil

servants or volunteer energy have goecome anwi th o/\ndqn. Its importance is
sergie, na in @osque which is the high

expectation of the community. nde Ciety.t0, place the role of the mosque

is no longer a sacred inctutig: but als jmr@mmunity activities causing the
e di

role of the institution of the"im "u (f'@ied and equipped with all forms of

|

knowledge and related skills, There e,the\ e of Islamic studies today is not enough

to simply und@j thecofite o}the%ooks and memorize the methods of a science

alone toq?é'a pﬁpfgssjal Ima \ulama to manage and administer an institution
b

that is eonsidered sacred. Equi&g{ to the term imam, which is the reference of the
N

c nity, the imams should master the knowledge of Islamic Turath, Arabic

equivalent to the role in which the i

uage, the knowledge of tajwid and integrated with another knowledge that is
N

ectly related to the career they are pursuing.



Based on the number of worshippers attending the mosque at this time, it can be
said that the mosques in Malaysia are experiencing the same situation whic
reduction in the number of congregations attending the mosque. Abd Farid @OZZ,
is the Grand Imam of the Perak State Mosque stating that the number d‘%regations
attending the mosque is very troubling. According to him, previM/'around 200
congregations will attend the mosque during the obligatory (fardhu)¥rayer. However,
this year having the trouble when the total amount of con md'd not reach 100

people when attending to the mosque every time of the obligatory faWayer. This
8

Yv
tate Mos ttiat@know

0 \oKrﬁ t th@ﬁuaﬁon of
= XN
According to that situation, Momini w\al si@at the relationship
between mosque institutions and m@ityﬂd%e ti Qy close. The success of
o%e

o
a mosqgue organization depen\ nwors f&. who attend the mosque.
This is because startin fr%ood }\nd II-m n@e\d mosque institution, a good
[
community is formed batsea’)n the @ nél A&;Sunnah. Allah's assurance is clear

O

about the good t@hund in this orldtz;\athe Hereafter for the formation of a
community. c\

situation is very worrying because when occurred a

State Mosque is the main mosque of every stat

congregations that attend in Kariah Mosqu

‘éut among them is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is]

Oyd and in the Hereafter [that which is] good and protect us from the punishment of

the Fire."



(Al-Qur’an. Al-Bagarah 2: 201)

Other evidence include: \2
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156. And decree for us in this world @s] [alsqkigthe Hereafter;

indeed, we have turned back to You." [Allah] aid\r\‘ ishment - | afflict with it

whom | will, but My mercy encom e;all Kﬂ% w@cree it [especially] for
“« Q-

those who fear Me and give z@i d those eIie\Qﬁ/Our Verses.

N

5

(Al-Qur’an. Al-A’raf 7: 156)

>
=
5

-

\ RS (AT ,;,,, At
Seadl 515 Saeds s 575l



30. And it will be said to those who feared Allah, "What did your Lord send down?"
They will say, "[That which is] good.” For those who do good in this world i?ﬁ!;

and the home of the Hereafter is better. And how excellent is the home of t@eous

(AI-Q% I-Nahl 16: 30)

According to Sohirin (2008), the mosque since the time ofithe Piophet SAW has

a great responsibility in the development of the com . Hencesmosgue officials
L ]

i.e., Imam, Bilal, Siak, as well as mosque committee bers should b p’oi@:md

creative in providing activities, facilities, and assistahce to dttract the ir@e“st of the

o
«'Sr
O

Muslim community towards the mosque. \/

—X

2.4 Conclusion

\ Y
A
f )
According to Lokman Ab: an 2014 st ed‘thagg:fs important for imams to
A | |
ule, provideds by the Malaysian Islamic

follow the Mosque Ma t nlo

. [ .
Development Departn% ause sh imam |s©'reference point for other local
il &
communities and&@cted l'y tire ¢ unity. Even to fulfil the function of
e

of t e to@, the requirements of a prayer imam are

the existence aw
[

inadequate eaa mosgue #stitu .’gbﬁt needs a professional and skilled imam. This
is supp the s!ﬁdDQZaha@ & Abdullah 2014, which stated that in line with

the ingly challenging I@ﬁe role of mosque administrators is also increasing.

Th;& ms need to revive the role of the mosque and cultivate Islam as a way of life in

0@ community. They also need to have dynamic and capable leadership to develop

excellent human capital (Rofishah et. Al. 2015). This statement supported by the verse

in Al-Quran:
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3. This day | have perfected for you your religion and complethavor upon you
and have approved for you Islam as religion. But whoeve ofeed b'/ severe hunger

with no inclination to sin - then indeed, Allah is Forgivi nd M rcw
L ]

DS
(A ‘a AI-%Iﬂl'dah 5:3)

Y—-
As a conclusion, in line with the ncw a co y ce the groups of

imams need to have competency mo

institution will be managed well. cgsamemgc
@
19

mosque because the mosque K of importa su'%hA@'place to motivate, a place

that can solve the problems Iy |'\ religious an@mily matters. So, it can be the
(
place to improve the st% f Iivin.g.b} Q?

.



