CHAPTER 3
TRACKS OF DIPLOMACY

3.1 INTRODUCTION \2
In exploring the best way to resolve conflicts, various types (tracks)® %ymacy
have been devised.? Terms such as Track One Diplomacy, Track Two Diplomacy,%rack One

and A Half Diplomacy and Multi Track Diplomacy are now common in the ¢ t resolution

process.® \,
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intra-State levels.® Track One Diplomacy is primarily concerned with ending the violence
and promoting peaceful co-existence.* As such, Track One Diplomacy often is influenced by
and influences the structure of political powers in the conflicting countries.® Togeth
Track Two Diplomacy, it was first developed as part of a State’s foreign policy N tate
the communication and relations amongst conflicting nations.'® Since it ismnde on the
official communication platform between States, Track One Diplomacy has the¥ability to
leverage on the political power in influencing the direction of negotiation and'its outcome.’
The Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un Summit held in Singapore inw IS an example
showing the mechanism of Track One Diplomacy in its attempt t@ so lomatic disputes.
However, the efficacy of Track One Diplomacy has long been suppo i WIimented
o \Y,
T
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between unofficial representatives of conflicting States in an unofficial diplomatic resolution

setting.?*

Unofficial interactions between the non-official representatives are normﬁki the
form of consultation, dialogue and training.?> Track Two Diplomacy is widely &Hyred as
supplementing the shortcomings of Track One Diplomacy®® whereby t?A@J
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3.4. Track One and Half Diplomacy (Track 1.5 Diplomacy)

It refers to the unofficial interactions® between official representatives of the
conflicting States®? and/or political entities which are often mediated by a non-partisan add/or
unofficial third party.®® It bridges Track One and Track Two Diplomacy3* b@}o
complementarity between these Tracks of Diplomacy.®® This is achieved by, bining the
official approach in Track One with the unofficial diplomatic approa%ﬁack Two

Is

ting

Diplomacy.®® It involves the interventions by highly respected indivi 87
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resolution techniques; depending on the changes of the circumstances.** Hence, it may be
concluded that Track One and a Half Diplomacy is a hybrid of Track One and Track Two
Diplomacy.*® While it effectively influences the political structures of the conflicting ,
Track One and A Half Diplomacy is not motivated by any politicians or gove t’s
political agendas.** For instance, the Carter Centre which was founded Ahr u.S.
President and Peace Nobel Prize Winner Jimmy Carter is a non-profit organisation fielmed by
a highly respected personality who specialises in Track One and A Half Diplomacy.*® When
Jimmy Carter successfully intervened in the U.S. — North Korea nchapons crisis in
1994,% he has already completed his term as the U.S. President after weat to seek for re-
election in the 1980 U.S. Presidential Elections.*’ |

NY.
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if the peacemaking process is inclusive.®® Multi-Track Diplomacy now comprises of Track
One, Track Two, Track One and a Half, Track Three (Business/Private Sector), Track Four
(Private Citizens), Track Five (Education — Research & Training), Tra
(Activism/Advocacy), Track Seven (Religion), Track Eight (Funding) and

(Media).>! In short, Multi-Track Diplomacy views peacemaking process as a I&; ystem
that depends on the effectiveness of and contributions from each players.>? In récognising
diplomatic dispute as a realm of multiple segments (i.e. actors and non-agtors) in which
different and flexible forms of preventive actions are required,> Mwack Diplomacy

encourages complementarity of various Tracks of Diplomacy.>* Y'
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(IMTD). The former being a unison between China and the European Union (EU) to weather
through the ongoing global economic slowdown®® and the latter being a neutral platform for
stakeholders from both countries to reach a common ground on contested issues.®° Y*

3.6 SPORTS DIPLOMACY AS A BRIDGE & WAY FORWARD IN YSIA-
NORTH KOREA FUTURE IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

Sports Diplomacy is not alien to Malaysia’s foreign policy. TRE!L\mptlon of
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The 2018 Winter Olympic in PyeongChang, South Korea (09 — 25 February) was
testament to the effectiveness of Sports Diplomacy to reconcile diplomatic tensions between
South Korea and North Korea.%® During the women’s ice hockey event, North Kor
South Korea laid aside their animosity to compete under a united flag® and \ eir
unofficial national anthem (i.e. Arirang)’® in spite the fact that both counm till at
war.”t This diplomatic move is reminiscent to the German’s participation in“the 1992
Summer Olympics in Barcelona, Spain whereby the West Germany andy¢East Germany
contested under a unified flag’ after a successful German Reunification 0.” Kim Jong

Un personally believed that Sports Diplomacy during the 2018 pic was the best
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ballistic development (Inter-Continental Ballistic Missiles-ICBM).’® The Games immediately
opened up a direct diplomatic contact with Kim Jong Un (Track One Diplomacy) for
President of South Korea and U.S. President Donald Trump.”” For instance, Kim Jong

invited President Moon Jae In for diplomatic talks in Pyongyang after the concl

2018 Winter Olympic.”® The invitation, however, was personally extended to %e Moon
by Kim’s sister — Kim Yo Jong — during the Games.’® The positive vibe from the Games had
also persuaded the U.S. to engage North Korea in an official d|plomat|cW ue held in
Singapore on 12 June 2018.%° Undoubtedly, South Korea will take vantage of the
i Io?? cooperation with

ongoing inter-Korean negotiations in order to explore further

North Korea.®!

. ~

Kim Yo Jong (left) shook hands aeln (rl]ht) er %h&@sonally delivered an invitation to the

South Korean President for a summit'in ongyangs Nor Kgrea during the 2018 Winter Olympics held in
g,\South Korea.
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Although the momentum of the Sports Diplomacy was short-lived,®? the diplomatic
move should be seen positively; taking into account Pyongyang’s reluctance to initiate
peaceful discussions nowadays.®® The 2018 Winter Olympic in South Korea \T@
remembered in history as the event that halted the nuclear weapons standoff betw
and North Korea, albeit temporarily.® In short, the 2018 Winter Olympic v% ucive
setting for diplomatic negotiation for North Korea, South Korea and the United States® and
President Moon Jae In also hoped the diplomatic fervour from the WinteWnpic would
continue after its conclusion.®® North Korea’s joint participation in the 2Winter Olympics
was a progression towards a diplomatic reconciliation and a basis orw diplomacy in the

l

\46 {@1 ay

future.®’

Since North Korea exploited sporting events and/ak, Sports Diplom

national pride and competitiveness,®® Malaysia shoul er explore the”opportunity to
b4 b

NGy
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peacefully engage with North Korea via Sports Diplomacy.*® Malaysia should emulate

Indonesia’s inclusive approach in Sports Diplomacy. For instance, during the 2018 Asian

Games held in Jakarta and Palembang, Indonesia, President Joko Widodo invited both

Korea and South Korea to participate.®® Indicative of improved diplomatic relatiow
or

the 2018 Winter Olympics, both countries again agreed to field joint teams 2018

Asian Games under a unified flag in the basketball, canoeing and rowing events.®?

Further, in April 2018 North Korea participated in a friendl otball tournament
commemorating the 88" Anniversary of the Indonesian Football Fed W
Bola Seluruh Indonesia/PSSI) in Bogor, West Java.”® The frien é%;.tvit'on was won by
Bahrain whereby North Korea only drew two matches (ag

and lost one against Bahrain.®* Considering sporting ewvents (e.g. |socces/ ot'ba.QZ'are
increasingly being globalised, Sports Diplomacy has énsiste ly e’opégpas an
v en% i maqggils to be

delivered, the flexibility of Sports Diplomacy is ,often an il{ﬁﬁtive.% The
hoIaQt regard Sports

universality of sports®” has encouraged gover@
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Diplomacy as an evolving diplomacy.?® Sports Diplomacy can provide a platform of peaceful

cultural exchange® which can be a foundation for further dialogue'® and assists conflicting

countries to build trust with each other.1% Y*

On the other hand, Sports Diplomacy if successfully carried out will reis&ayeutral

image of Malaysia to the rest of the world.%? Sports Diplomacy is an are hould be
explored and angled by Wisma Putra since Kim Jong Un is a devoted farw American
basketball (NBA); an interest he shared with his late father Kim Jong®lL 1%, As a matter of

fact, ahead of the second U.S.-North Korea Summit in Vietnam in im Jong Un had

specifically requested a team of famous American basketball
Korea for a cultural exchange between both countries.’** Jofig8Un’s pa siWe sport is

evident especially when the written request was made integeal to the plan of uclgan'kﬁﬁon
of North Korea by the United States.’® Further, his cl iendship with mgr-lﬂcé)A star

Dennis Rodman is also publicly known.%® Y’

suto bf sent to North
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In the long run, Sports Diplomacy are the complimentary efforts on integrating North
Korea with the rest of the world!%” and her eventual denuclearisation.'®® After all, Malaysia’s

diplomacy is not about achieving diplomatic victory per se but to improve the e?ﬂ'!q
diplomatic goodwill 1% c\
37 CONCLUSION -\

Diplomacy is dynamic, hence developing a variety of ‘Tracks’% manage the
evolution and the changes it brought to international relations is necess he diversity of

diplomacy (i.e. Multi Track Diplomacy) is simply the variants composite of the
icial' and Track 1.5

conamic; , political,
@

main forms of diplomacy, namely Track 1 (Official), Track 2 (
(Hybrid). The root causes of diplomatic conflicts are manifol
religious, and cultural. Thus, a comprehensive solution nee include all s ?hol and

s &
xa fra V\7\7ork that is
per {Qan ecosystem
otheremocratlc, inter-
'c§, particularly so with
I int \tional relations such as

requires relevant opinions sought from multiple angles

Solutions which are inclusive and demo rat
sustainable for the future. Uniquely, the various @? f Di
which compliments each other instead of COM
dependency and inclusiveness are the foundatiens of a lasti &pl

r

the involvement from the non-convention

the academicians, religious Ieaders

non-actors have achieved the cel iatus t ca@ diplomatic leverage. Sports
Diplomacy, although not new%m terms of its impbrtance and contribution towards
peacemaking process. As bath a so€ial i ng c‘c:@wércial activity, a sporting event can
bring conflicting partles& ete r'd consult WI@Ch other on equal standing. Hence, it
is unsurprising that lasti tic @ns are initiated with Sports Diplomacy
such as the Ping P I a b é?:

Reunlf n f sepgrabﬂ) |on@; East Germany and West Germany in 1991)

en‘er(j nd the United States of America in 1970s.
was also ¢ ed during the Oly@*é games. These phenomena are proof that Sports

Ieteyifor modern diplomacy, these

(o o

07 Yip, D. XDlplomacy at the Olympics: North Korea’s Participation at PyeongChang 2018 May Be a

Step T tegration, Sports, The McGill Daily, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada (CAN)
18. Source: https://www.mcqilldaily.com/2018/02/diplomacy-at-the-olympics/

(2018) How Sports Diplomacy Could Lead to an Unprecedented Shift for Koreas, Opinion,

Toronto, Canada (CAN) dated 05.01.2018. Source:

https: .macleans.ca/opinion/how-sports-diplomacy-could-lead-to-an-unprecedented-shift-for-the-koreas/

109 (1964) News Bulletin, Malaysia Information Service, Embassy of Malaysia, Washington D.C., United States

of America (USA) at page 7

86


https://www.mcgilldaily.com/2018/02/diplomacy-at-the-olympics/
https://www.macleans.ca/opinion/how-sports-diplomacy-could-lead-to-an-unprecedented-shift-for-the-koreas/

Diplomacy is not merely symbolic but a powerful diplomatic tool that is advantageous to all
stakeholders — the conflicting countries and the host nation. Sports Diplomacy has the
potential to be engineered by Wisma Putra in facilitating the negotiating process
carefully tailored to suit both countries’ rights, needs and demands. This is egpe SO
when Kim Jong Un emphasised on Sports Diplomacy as a crucial part of the“agreement to
denuclearise North Korea. In hindsight, as a country that loves and integrates Sports as a
lifestyle, Malaysia ought to exploit the cultural similarities she shared with Nerth Korea. This
will smoothen the negotiation process and further underscores Maw role towards
peaceful co-existence in the region and Neutrality with all nations Y"
l

With her vast experience in handling diplomatic r s with “qtherfecalcitrant

States such as North Korea, Malaysia could lead the in the peace kng’p& SS.

Diplomatic disputes can also be addressed via a variet)%hods Di n’aoyfgach as

Track One, Track Two and Multi Track Diplomacy thatsi e differ ayer%%iﬁerent

levels. Hence, emphasising on the ingenuity to tilim Kﬁte di@ Tracks of
entai{n :

Track One and a Half Diplomac (T}L \Siglja ) 4n_the form of Sports
Diplomacy clearly serves as the bridge to% itiae d}P atigrrelati %etween Malaysia and

North Korea. Sports Diplomacy has the petential ee Imtedg@"Wisma Putra to facilitate
it

Diplomacy in suiting different circumstances, in @r achi

f )

b ountries’ rights, needs and

the negotiating process that is ca ly*tail to %
demands. This is especially s6"when, Kim J U e‘“@ ed on Sports Diplomacy as a
crucial part of the agreement to de Iearj,\ Gré}t shows that innovative diplomacy

is workable and is somet@erred by Ceuntries which share little similarities.
N
The final ch m. apter ‘;!)nou,%efs this Thesis on a positive note that the
laysi

diplomatic relati(%bft' een Ma an@orth Korea is still viable. Chapter 4 also
elaborates on Malaysia’s sﬂeﬁzn the<art of diplomacy (i.e. Seni Diplomasi Bangsa
Melayu) arm ternatives to ma@e diplomatic relations between both countries
sustainabl N

N



