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Abstract: Arab society treats their women differently compared to men. Arab women, in
general, faced restrictions which limit their social participation. In contrast, Arab men
dominate most economical, social, and political activities, thus acquiring the highest social
hierarchy position. Men also enjoy the freedom of choice and making their own decision, while,
women are forced to obey the male members of her family based on the male-guardian system.
Over the last two decades, mass media has recorded struggles between the group demanding
more rights and freedom for women in the Arab region and the conservative preserving the
fundamental of Arab's tribal cultural practices and Islam's teaching. Thus, the present study
investigates the representations of m(a/e)n and wom(a/e)n by using Corpus linguistics tools.
The study analyses language forms used to represent Arab m(a/e)n and wom(a/e)n in modern
standard Arabic online news coverage using AntConc software. The corpus data used in this
study consists of 25 news articles each gathered from five different Arabic news institutions
namely Elkhabar of Algiers, Addustour of Jordan, Alwatan of Kuwait, Alyaum and Al-Jazirah
of Saudi Arabia, published between November 2014 and October 2015. These news outlets
represent the diversity of Arab world, as the outlets operate in different Arab countries, carry
different political alignment, which findings will come out with different points of view in
representing both gender men and women. The quantitative result of corpus data then will be
analysed using the qualitative approach based on the textual-oriented Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) of Fairclough and media discourse of Ruth Wodak. The result shows that the
news outlets have a different way of portraying Arab women and their men according to their
ideologies and political stance. Despite that, the command stereotype of Arab women is still
preserved in the news discourses. Thus, at the end of the study, the researchers hope to reveal
the outlets' stand on this issue, highlighting the hidden ideologies at the back of the struggles
in the construction of Arabic online news discourses around gender issues.
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1. Introduction

The most command stereotype portraying Arab women (AW) in mass media, mainly the
Western media is passive in contrast to Arab men who dominate almost everything, including
their women. Hence, mass media often portrayed AW as silent, submissive, vailed, live under
oppression, victims of gender segregation and suffering under male domination. Women have
limit present and role in Arab societies. Thus they were marginalised, secluded and often
confined to the private sphere. The Arab tribal cultural practices also emphasise the notion of
male patriarchy, which promotes men's idea as the sole provider (breadwinner) for the family.
Hence, men dominate everything, including deciding for their women. Thus, women are placed

24

Copyright © 2021 ASIAN SCHOLARS NETWORK - All rights reserved



Asian Journal of Behavioural Sciences
e-1SSN: 2710-5865 | Vol. 3, No. 1, 24-39, 2021
http://myjms.mohe.gov.my/index.php/ajbs

under the system of male-guardian regardless of their age. Under this system, a woman has tied
to her family male member (her father or brother or grandfather or her husband when she has
married) responsible for making decisions on her behalf. Moreover, many Islamic conservative
scholars (ulama) utilise the rigid interpretation of Islamic teaching and shariah law to back
Arab cultural practices. They argued that the 'over-protection' of women is to safeguard
women, their dignity and honour.

Despite these stereotypes on AW, the position of women in Arab societies is widely diverse in
the Arab world, expanding from Oman at the most Eastern part of the Arab region to Morocco,
situated at the most Western part of the Arab countries. Arab countries are also hugely different
in terms of their economic situation, political system and social tradition. Arab countries in the
Arab Gulf are the rich countries that govern mostly by monarch system. In comparison, the
Arab countries in Northern Africa are mostly governed by the system of presidency. Besides,
women's position may differ in rural areas compared to urban and big cities of the same
country. With the influence of globalisation, some Arab cities and metropolitans such as Dubai,
Manama, Jeddah and Doha treat women differently than other Arab cities that received less
foreign influences. Within this diversity framework, the Tunisian women are highly regarded
as the best example of AW who enjoy independence, freedom, rights, and equality to their men
(Rubin, 2007, al-Maliki et al., 2012). Tunisian women are more educated, actively involved in
the labour force and participate actively in the politic and civil sphere than other women in the
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region.

In contrast, Saudi women faced many restrictions which limit their participation in social
activities. Different from Tunisian women, Saudi law does not guarantee equal rights for
women. On top of that, regardless of her age, Saudi women are subject to a male guardian
system that again barred women from being independent.

Thus, it is vital to examine the way modern standard Arabic online news of five different Arabic
news institutions namely Elkhabar of Algeria, Addustour of Jordan, Alwatan of Kuwait,
Alyaum and Al-Jazirah of Saudi Arabia. These news outlets operate in different Arab countries
to cover AW's diversity in various Arab countries. Hence, findings will come out with different
points of view in representing both gender men and women. Thus, this study aims to examine
language forms used to represent both Arab m(a/e)n and wom(a/e)n in modern standard Arabic
online news coverage between November 2014 and October 2015.

2. Literature Review

Previous studies (Biber et al., 1999; Kjellmer, 1986; Romaine, 2001) have examined women's
linguistic representations by comparing against men. The most significant result of these
studies is that man far outnumbers women in corpus data, including spoken and written
language corpora. More specifically on Arabic language Sadigi's (2003: 128-146) analysis of
Moroccan Arabic highlighted that Arabic (including the modern standard Arabic) has a specific
gender grammar use, which separates between masculine and feminine. Similarly, other world
significant languages such as France, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian and Hebrew. In contrast,
Bengali, Persian, Turkish, Japanese and Malay are among the genderless languages. Pearce
(2008) in a study focusing on collocation of man and woman in the British National Corpus
(BNC), found that adjectives characterised women are mostly based to their physical
appearance, while for men it is based on their physical strength. Kaufer and Al-Malki (2009)
conducted a more specific study focusing on Saudi women representations in news articles of
both Western and Arabic sources. They found unique lexical items associated with women
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such as ‘discrimination’, ‘family’, ‘guardian’, ‘opportunity’, ‘religion’, and ‘segregation’. This
has led them to concluded that media often portrayed women as “weak and passive”. Regarding
the mass media role in addressing the under-representation of women in the media, Shameer
(2016) highlighted that the media could highlight women's representation in their societies and
raise any issue pertaining women to get the vast audience's attention.

Not all AW are unfortunate to live under oppression and treated unjustly by the society.
Women in Saudi Arabia are distinctive as this area has been the most impenetrable to outside
influences. While women's roles in many other Arab countries have witnessed significant
changes, women's development in Saudi Arabia has been relatively slower. Thus, Saudi
women's typical stereotypes are they cannot drive cars, disallowed from practising sports, are
required to wear the headscarf covering their hair and subjected to a male guardian (Harun et
al., 2020). However, the lack of female involvement in the work arena cannot be solely
attributed to traditional ulama'’s role. The prevailing cultural norms, which are sometimes of
tribal, have put pressures on women's ability to involve themselves in the economic activities
in Saudi Arabia (Al-Rasheed, 2013). Saudi Arabia represents a unique and significant case
among Arab countries. Housing the two most holy sites for Muslims (Mecca and Medina),
Saudi Arabia is symbolically the global centre of attention regarding Islamic issues (Harun et
al., 2018).

On the other hand, Tunisia has gone through many processes of a revolution starting from its
independence from France and more recently massively hit by the wave of so-called the Arab
Spring which caused the 'Jasmine Revolution' in 2011 (Ismail et al., 2018). These significantly
critical historical events have brought significant reform in the term of social and political
condition in the country, which includes women's position almost equal to men (Ismail, 2019).
Caid Essebsi the Tunisian President who governed from December 2014 until July 2019 after
winning the country first free presidential election after the Arab Spring is highly praised for
his effort to tackle women issues in Tunisia. Under his presidency term, many efforts have been
made to uplift Tunisian women's position in society.

Previous literatures (Naomi Sakr, 2009; Soraya Altorki, 2012; Shannon, 2014, Harun et al.,
2018, Harun et al., 2020) on AW in the media have examined the media coverage on many
issues related to women. These studies revealed that mass media always tend to depict AW's
stereotypical images, which relate the previous findings that show women are mostly being
portrayed as being exotic and erotic (Hamdan, 2005) or as victims of oppression and the
practice of gender segregation. Taher (2019), furthermore argued that these negative
representations of women are rooted in the notion of Orientalism and the 'negative other'
representation of Islam and the Muslim women in general found mostly in the stereotype of
'Western' media discourses.

Different news institutions have produced different narratives of Saudi women even though the
media supposed to be impartial in its coverage of women's issues. Kabgani (2012), in the
analysis of Guardian news reports on women, argued that the news coverage does not become
entirely impartial and neutral as the reputable news institution widely claims it. In contrast,
Elyas et al., 2020 found that Muslim women in general and Saudi women, in particular, are
portrayed in the news reports as active social actors in various events and carry different roles
and positions in their societies. This positive finding emphasised similar findings of previous
studies done by Shahrani (2015) and Al-Sudairy (2017).
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3. Methodology

The study has gathered corpora data for a specific purpose language analysis consisting of a
collection of modern standard Arabic online news articles on AW. These online news articles
are sourced from various prominent modern standard Arabic news outlets representing the
different background of historical, social, political, and economic backgrounds of each news
institution. To meet this study's aim, five modern standard Arabic news institutions are selected
for their news coverage of AW. These news institutions are Elkhabar of Algiers, Addustour of
Jordan, Alwatan of Kuwait, Alyaum and Al-Jazirah of Saudi Arabia. Each of these five news
outlets provides 25 news articles published between November 2014 and October 2015.
Therefore, this study's data consists of 125 modern standard Arabic online news articles that
have 71,239 words.

The period specified for this study is selected based on the significant essential events happened
during that time in the Arab region. These critical events carry huge impacts on the position of
women in the MENA region. First, 2014 is the final year of King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia
reign before King Salman was replaced in early 2015. King Abdullah is highly regarded for his
genuine effort to improve women position in Saudi Arabia (Harun et al., 2018). After King
Salman ascended to the throne, he continues the previous ruler's efforts to set more policies to
place women in a better social position. As previously mentioned, Tunisia within this time
frame was under the leadership of Essebsi after the country came out from the 'Jasmine
Revolution" which happened in the so-called the 2011 Arab Spring (Ismail, 2019). Essebsi
brought in many reforms for Tunisian toward more democratic country after the overthrown of
Ben Ali dictatorship. Other Arab countries such as Jordan, Egypt, Sudan, Bahrain, Morocco,
Libya and Algeria also recorded significant social and political changes resulting from the so-
called the Arab Spring that happened in 2011 up until 2013 (Ismail, 2019). Finally, the internet
revolution and the emergence of social media have promoted more freedom of expression
among Arab people in which more issues pertaining women have been highlighted and discuss
comprehensively (Ismail, 2019, Harun et al., 2020).

In the next step, online news articles are converted into electronic texts to collect corpus data
for language analysis. The corpus was then analysed using corpus analysis software developed
by Laurence Anthony from Waseda University, Japan, known as AntConc Software. The
present study utilises AntConc Software version 3.5.8 (windows) date 18 February 2019. The
aim of utilising corpus analysis software is to obtain valuable qualitative data of keywords and
wordlist in the corpus data. These quantitative data are beneficial for the quantitative analysis
of online news articles. However, with the conference organiser's limitation, the present article
will only focus on keywords of both men and women by focusing on the adjectives, pronouns,
nouns, and verbs. Besides, the analysis will only show the general keywords (general overview)
of the result without going into in-depth detail of comparing the five news outlets involved in
this study.

4. Results and Discussion

The main findings and analysis results are divided into two sections and based on two tables
(Table 1 and Table 2). These two tables are used to provide a summary of the most important
findings. The first table (Table 1), which relates to the first section of the analysis, focuses on
adjectives, pronouns, and nouns. Next, the second table (Table 2) concentrates on the analysis
of verbs associated with both m(a/e)n and wom(a/e)n by looking at three semantic values
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namely: the positive, negative, and neutral connotations of the verbs in use. The result and
discussion details are as follow:

Table 1 below shows a list of adjectives, pronouns and nouns, which describe males and
females and their representation in three sides: Positive, Neutral or Negative. The general
observation finds that there is an imbalance in positive, neutral and negative scores. For
instance, in terms of positive adjective for males, the analysis found 13 keywords. In
comparison, the female has two more adjectives keywords than male. Moreover, there is no
neutral adjective recorded from the corpus data, but only one neutral pronoun and 13 neutral
nouns were found in the data. Thus, it is safe to conclude that, the analytical result shows that
the corpus data contains more towards the positive side of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives than
negative. Whilst the neutral nouns, pronouns and adjectives scored the lowest of all these three
semantic connotation values.

The analysis of corpus data also revealed that both genders' values are portrayed differently
according to positive and negative ways. In the corpus data, men are most often represented as
a dominant person compared to women on various issues. For example, the news reported that
men are commonly involved in professional jobs such as depicted them as active participation
in investment sectors </ LiivY/ and development projects <le s nicll These two economic
activities that carry enormous economic and social impacts recorded AW's lowest participation
in the corpus data. Hence, the sectors are dominated by men. Moreover, the corpus data also
indicated that the role of men commonly shows their role in overcoming challenges <basi,
particularly in safeguarding <:«¥/the nation's safety and stability. Usually, everything related
to security portrays by men as a strong and courageous person. Which resulted in portraying
the significance of men position in Arab societies. In contrast, it is rare to find a news article
that reports Arab women as involved in protecting their country from the enemies. Besides,
men are mostly represented as a head, leader .«+_and the most prominent person judged by
their roles in society compared to women. It shows that when it comes to making decisions and
dealing with crucial situations, men's role is significantly present in the corpus data. Consider
the following news extract:

(1 OV 35l o gl Galaall Gt ) (oo 5l s 1)

(...Idris Alyazmi the President of the national council on human rights...)

However, men are not always portrayed as a perfect person. In some circumstances, men are
negatively represented as a person who is likely to lose their patience quickly, bad-tempered
and angry with some keywords like _»= ¥ (lose patience). For example:

(2 YORPEON| JLELY?HJJM‘X‘&‘AJ;JM

(...thus, the man quickly lost his temper when waiting for his wife...)

In addition to that, men are also portrayed negatively as most commonly involved in social
problems such as drug addiction oke2Y) </ 234l] 5 46Y/ | and infection with Aids _Y/ compared
to women. For instance, the news stated:

(3 Ol z3e S je b Oieall ZOle Ganaly Gl padall AailSa b oY 8 5l il ()

(...the prevention programme for drug addiction consists of treatments for drug addicts at the
rehabilitation centre...)

Nevertheless, this case has been reported only once out of 25 cases to show that men are less
involved in a negative way. Furthermore, the worst cases involve men for their involvement in
serious crimes << _a//such as murder, robbery and terrorism activities. For example:

(4 ainall & Ak 1) 538 dga) a2 anll g O V) Aualas g dalaiall Ay yall )

(... organised crime especially the terrorism is the greatest challenge faced by a policeman in
future...)
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On the other hand, it might sound too clichéd when Arab women 37,/ involved in non-serious
activities which carry massive impact in real social life, but it is the reality. Hence, emphasised
the command stereotype of women representations in the mass media. Thus, women often are
portrayed as a mother, a homemaker, a victim, passive, submissive, obedient, compliant,
silenced, vailed and so on. However, they do have a specific position in society. For instance,
the news highlights their contribution in developing their community and their country. They
highlighted for their effort in fighting for their rights =L/ 4 séx-t0 be heard in the community.
For instance:

5 s sall Jandl 3 sea i callati Ll (§ giay Allaall 0f

(...the fight for women’s rights need collaboration from various women organisations...)
Besides, in a very positive way, women have also gained international recognition (L 5 iils
for their achievement in fighting for their rights and freedom. It has been reported in the news
article:

(6l ol Loy g pamall Lea s (im paty slaa YY) Jasi 8 s alusii Y3

(...on Wednesday, Malala received the Nobel prize and showed to the world her cloth covered
in blood...)

However, the proportion of women's achievements is low compared to men. In some cases,
though, they can also come out with brilliant ideas and have significant participation in many
fields such as in the field of education, health, society, and environment. Besides, women are
always represented as having disadvantages, mainly when dealing with the emotional part.
Sometimes, they could not control their feeling and are portrayed as having too much concern
or worry _xsi/s 3l for example, that has been reported in the article:

(7 o sk Lelia agal ol yigill o S (he Aoy sl
(...1 felt nervous and worried so much which I have never felt before in my life...)
Also, women have been reported as a victim in sexual harassment and violence such as:
(8 (eminll hadll (g Ada sall 31 el les sa 5 e panaiily i) Gl
(...the community is continuously asking for legal action to prevent working women from
sexual abuse...)

However, sometimes it is almost surprising when the news reported that women have been
arrested and punished for drinking alcohol J/s=<J} which is prohibited among Muslims in Arab
countries. For example, the issue has been reported in the news article:

(9 JnS el sl el 1632 o (il damna ¢ dan ;) S

(...the graph showed 1632 women had been arrested for drinking alcohol...)

Moving into the another not less important part of the analysis, which deals with the neutral
element. This neutral element refers to the process of portraying to join participation among
Arab men and women. For example, both genders are mostly reported in articles that relate to
marriage /s, family 3+¥/ and daily social activities s<is<// such as shopping, vacation,
travelling and taking care of their family. The most frequent result is the marriage as shown in
the table neutral activities, followed by society's role and then, the institution of the family. For
example, in marriage and family, the role of husband and wife is vital in making sure their
family and children are well provided with all needs like welfare, accommodation, education,
etc. Besides, parents and children need to know their responsibilities to each other.

To sum up, the results are predictable in showing Arab women nowadays, which indicated the
continues of command stereotype of portraying AW in the media discourse. Although AW's
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participation showed a steady change significantly in the last ten years, the domination of men
is still intact in Arab society. Women's role is still lack compared to men in various fields,
particularly the sectors which involve serious participation of social actors such as politic,
businesses, investment, security and defence. AW involvement is still limited to family matters,
women activities and so on. Moreover, males and females are limitedly being represented in
matters that relate to marriage and family issues.
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Table 1: List of Adjectives, Pronouns and Nouns: Describe Males and Females, and Their

Representation; Positive, Neutral and Negative

Noun Positive Negative
(=) Male Female Neutral Male Female
Person dal-man 3l yall- female
&ill-tribe leader sLaill- women
o )- leader ipgudl Saudi’s
women
dabgall- women
officer
<ll- daughter
4aulall. Arab Gulf
women
sudl- teenagers
Activities ¢ Wadll_sector Al Jeall-work il violence | paall-
¢ soe-project womanhood daall- oo addiction | sick
3y Suall- military 4asll- campaign council <yl o=l
5_) ) s-ministry 3y Al Charity 058 law terrorism arrest
dulaiy¥l-economy salgill- recognition | z)s3l- 2laYl- crimes Sl
< lday)- investment | g=adll- check marriage < asall- drug harassme
A saiall Y-matter | Y- cannabis | nt
representation s> role SuY)- AIDS (miall
delaall- Society | axiadl - sexual
society J=Sll
aills i tasks alcohol
Ayl
Islamic
Jise- field
3 Y- family
A<l
participation
Al s paall-
responsibility
Organisation 4 Ssll-government
b sl-national
Pronoun & Positive Negative
Personal Name Neutral
() Male Female Male Female
Pronoun
sa-He *- she ul- |
«¥sa- they o#- them (women)
2 —them
Personal Name | «ss -Muhammad A-Allah
wull- Elyas Y- Malala
el - Husam ikl Fatimah
Ueds- Suleyman ~<- Maryam
wens- Sameer 5_ls- Saarah
A xe- Abdullah ¢liu- Sanaa’
osis- Yunous
Adjective Positive Negative
() Male Female Neutral Male Female
Appearance —uh-good 8 aie -distinction call- difficult | a8l
2= -important daual s clear a8 old immitati
—auaall- pure 5_edll-famous 0
2 l-wise 5l -selected 5 plad-
Llli- the highest dayw- simple dangerou
Crivaall-good men iew- easy s
1a- good 4y A- close
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e -no defect
JdS-complete
Behavioural Ly _S- generous FEAYE keeping ¢ba- shy
promise Jas- shy
Physical S-big 4 5kll-Tall/high
Clicasall-
protected
Aayiill-active
Emotion _wa- patient daidall-special Gl
o= blessed 4d<- enough worry
8- highly sl
respected anxiety
das Jll-merciful

Moving into the second part of the analysis results, which deals with the verbs associated with
men and women in the corpora data, the results are illustrated in Table 2 below.

Table 2: List of Verbs Associated with Aient; Describini Males, Females and Neutral.

Sentence Verb Agent

e Yl saledll sda ala g ) e dal) lla 13, lla daJll
requested man
au Y
does not believe

e U LgRAS (s el daJll
challenge man

Al sl Al plaial L oS Ol ABY) de Ao Sall G Gl S, ol RS
conducting leader

M) 4] cilia s Lay o) 350 Gy Slall gand) aalia () g a1 | AL ey

SVl aren B elad g aad (ye AliuSUl Ay yadll, highlights leader

SN i a5Y g gamgall (b i pusd) s, b i -empty-
reject

Al g g gall (A ay i Gaaile o JBESY) s, Al -empty-
to be complete

Gl ) Chagy Ao L) liilly leiall ol g 5 0 o 58l ST S BSP

=lia Yl laall 4o shia Gauais, emphasize Minister
gy -empty-
aims

L8 Al A jlal) SI el 8wl Clae 331 jall Jas aalass padati -empty-
organising

DA 5 40 5 el onalial Ak gl 31 yall g 8 325, e -empty-
enhancing

ind) G oal) (e dads gl 51 el Llea sn g e (il il ey | sy -empty-
requesting

G Gn @ e ) (e 81 pall el d paall 31 yall o) pa M giie s | il -empty-
requested

45 S2e a8l 2014 i g3 4 o mlia Lgadai Apbana 3 903 OIS gatiall lea | Lo -empty-

Aaks gl 51l J gn dual @Y urge

aaka gall 3l el o) ) Coagy il cililaall () 5il8 and C3aed s iiall o8, | a8 -empty-
present
gy
aims

DS s o Gl (A jeae Jia @A) Maiad) 3" ald duas | Jeas -empty-

oial ald Juadly gained

Ol ¢ 50 e plaall Guedll a5 (ilasl) (el Galaall D) 53 Bba | Bl -empty-

o) dane Galanall G Ll i Ao Ala 8 e Laia ) cilindlilly laall | approved

: ol oslad) G
conduct speaker
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Ladla ol ga S b Caind) W3R Ty A il slall, [ &y gl
started development

e ey <) jadal) AadlSa 5 oY S8l iyl o) o) o) W | ey -empty-

el consisting

gl s ) gandll g la Y Aali s dadaiall A yall o L Jala o) 5l ST | 4a o clay)

- Jiall (8 dda ) 308 to be face terrorist

$al am Caiall (5 ya e e 25 Gadly oS o (Sadll e, Sy -empty-
punish

Lo 5 a e callall 138 (gl o) sy gal) W ST 8 Xi adll
emphasize tribe leader

Bl Gallal aae e Jgud gl Jls Jh adll
asked tribe leader

el 1l gl B &)
published tribe leader

AL AR T e s plus gl Judi) i) gl
entertained tribe leader

FEMALES
Sentence Verb Agent

Aabiaall il ol 3 400 graadl 51yl @) 8Y Adad a5 ASLaall g, il -empty-
started

sball (il gl (a8 5 5edl Al deadlls A0 gl Jandl 51 55 (ol | (o2 -empty-

s e, trying

2008 ale Ay o<U Aglull 3da il (s, i il
establish police

bl daa s g sliall Aapn 0 )5l Jladll Akald e lall (o S s | il delll

2014 Al 3 jaaie Al 4padls 30 Aald (ara, achieve preacher

& el e palall 3 il o paiall jud s 25 8 Al cialhl | itk -empty-

O G siat el (Ble D 68 s S, start

e 306N il gl Alaall L8] DA LS b g gliall Ciaa gl (gl | Casa @ sal)

Acaalic (8l ) JA) e (g5 pma i3 25 fUDN @ g oLl o caiall | explained Al-Haghawi

elsill A Caial), gl -empty-
drop

allall oLl Lgilons g pumnall L5y yai s slaa)¥1 Jasi s ila alusti Y3k, Al Yol
receiving Malala

3 el daph Callay 13 G V) Aadliy s Al Geie sl o) oSiSa V| sy 3l yall

Adpaall, oppose woman

o Luall Caida ) ca¥lae (BUad a1 A 5 400 grad) Jaall 3 ) 5 5 Caald, Caold -empty-
held

il Al (et 8 A il (Gl (e ddlssall Bl Aa asmy | e 3l jall

Leland Ll gl 3a, expose woman

TSI gl 3l el 1632 Sle il b -empty-
drink

L gradl (A ) L) 3308 (e eluail) aiay, e sl
prohibiting women

NEUTRAL
Sentence Verb Agent

Jand cdpaill 8 Gpuiall S JLia ) 2LaBY) dala 5 el 5 slad) cilillaia ) 35 | 2 33 -empty-

ol ZLL‘;AH b o) Janll < del et lioa A &) e 0 sl Ay jal) ASLaal) increasing

walall sl Jans

working
ol 1 A il A g pasdl) ) ey 1 S gl e AiUall 1) s B, e —empty-
urge
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The discussion in this second part of the result analysis will look more in-depth on the language
elements by focusing on the verbs associated with the agents that represent male, female, or
both. There are many verbs related to men and women in various part of the texts. It can also
be observed that these verbs represent actions in positive side and others reveal a negative side.
Furthermore, the verbs come in various forms such as past tense, present and future tenses.

Male

According to the results shown in Table 2, the most frequent verbs associated with men are
asked/requested, highlighted, elaborate, endorse/agree, conduct, argued, compete and greet.
For example:

(1 L led FR Y A sl oda dia gy e el qtha 13)

(If the man (husband) asked his wife to confess...it means that he did not believe in her
anymore.)

In this sentence, the verb represents man's superior power over the women as he can ask her to
confess. It also represents man as the ruler that governs woman.

(2 Ja ol Lt bl

(The woman is struggling to compete with her brothers.)

The second sentence taken from the news article related to the previous example shows that
woman must struggle for her rights even with her own family or brothers. It shows that men
are the most dominant in the family over the women.

Another example taken from the news articles shows the activities that are commonly related
to men. These activities have been represented via verbs mostly related to government activities
that portrayed men as leaders in making big decisions and taking care of the country or big
community. For instance:

(3 sl plaia) | o S ol AY) die da sSall ) (ol S,

(The Prime Minister Abdoul Ilah Ibn Keran chairs his cabinet meeting.)

This sentence not only shows a man attending a meeting but, at the same time, holding the
highest position in a particular meeting that make serious decisions regarding the nation.
Another example that is closely related to this can be found in the following example:

(4 e laia ) il alaiall o il g 5 e o plaaWl pasedll g G gl anlll Galaall G g5 Goba
el dena Glaall a5 Ll 5

(The parliament members on Thursday endorsed the proposal of new law related to social
security in the meeting led by The Honorable Parliament Speaker Mohamad EIl-Arabiy.)

Besides, men are also shown as the highest representative of the country one who greets
delegates from other countries and works closely with the government to enhance international
relationships. For example:

(5 aren A elai s aali (e Aplinlll Ay el B 43l) il g Ly SLa) gl ol () 530 Gy AU
Y,

(The President of Royal Chamber highlighted the healthy relationships in various fields
between Kingdom of Bahrain and Pakistan.)

(6 3550 AR 1 e (9 alees Gl S,

(His Royal Highness Syaikh Husam El-Khalifah greets the delegates.)

Besides, men are also represented, holding a superior religious position such as The Grand
Mufti or The Superior Judge in Islamic Judiciary. This allows him to produce verdict, advice
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and guideline that has a considerable influence on others. He also has a superior voice over
others that rejects his opinions by arguing and challenging their ideas. It is clearly stated in the
news articles, for instance:

(7 Lo 38 ana callall 138 0f oy s Fadll Wl aS) 6

(The Syaikh emphasised that the favour (to women) is prohibited in Islamic law.)
(8 &i)) Jlw (The Syaikh argued back.)

9 il 1l il éd (Syaikh Sar published the video.)

On the other hand, some verbs are associated with men in a negative light. They are primarily
related to crime, drug addiction and terrorism activities. ‘

(10 el z3le Ganaly <l padall dailSa s oy 8 5l il o Nl o 5l

(Colonel EI-Majaliy elaborated that the drug prevention program also included treatments to
drug addicts in a particular place.)

(11 Jaiaal) 8 Ak il 508 dga gaa o2 anill sa o HY) Aala 5 dakaiall Aoy jall of . ol 501 S0,

(The Colonel (also) stressed that organised crime, especially terrorism, is the biggest challenge
faced by the police in the future.)

(12 shel am caiall (S0 50 e Wle 25 ol aSay o (Saall 00

(Those who commit violence against women will be sentenced to 25 years of prison.)

Thus, men are mostly presented in leadership roles in religious, political, and business contexts,
where they make decisions about social laws and processes. However, they are also involved
in harmful activities and social crimes.

Female

On the side of women, it can be observed that most of the verbs that work with nouns associated
with women are less significant or have less impact compared to verbs that work with men.
The impact is typically limited to themselves or their family. Moreover, women are shown
mostly as objects of the verb rather than the subject (doer). Women activities are commonly
being in passive voices rather than an active voice typically found in the men.

For instance, in these sentences taken from the news article, women are represented as the
object of the verb controlled by others (mostly men).

(13 leend Leilg) 3 ol Al m ot 28 (AN puind) (5 jal) (e Al gl 31 jal) Aglas g
(It is compulsory to protect working women from sexual harassment when they went out for
work.)

This sentence highlights the need for protection from sexual harassment of working women.
Therefore, working women are in serious need of protection as they quickly become victims
of harassment done by men. Social perceptions keep women in a position of vulnerability. The
second example also shows that women are being protected from becoming victims in their
workplace, such as doing tasks that are not suitable for their physical.

(14 Azl sl el dagads Callay 138 G ¥ Aadliy 7 g jall (e | gallall (o)) oSS0y Y

(It is impossible to ask them (women) to go out and do hard works, which contrasts with their
natural and physical weakness.)

(15 JsaSI Ogasdd sl el 1632 Lo ()

(1632 women have been arrested for drinking alcohol.)
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In an example, 1632 women have been arrested by police for drinking alcohol. Thus, women
have been arrested by police that typically is men.

(16 A srd) 8 ) 338 (e eluill adag

(It is prohibited for women to drive in Saudi.)

This another example is taken from the news article also reported in the passive voice, that
women are prohibited from driving in Saudi Arabia. The sentence does not mention who is
prohibiting the women, but it can understand that the authorities usually associated with men
are the one who prohibited it. However, some examples show women actively participating in
some closely related activities to their personal and general affairs. These involved activities
such as providing jobs opportunities to other women or participating in human right and women
right movements. For example:

(17 b seall eloill Cailla 1) G jd G 3ol el el 5 43 saall Jaal) 30 35 (g,

(The Ministry of Work and Civil Services is working to open more job opportunities for Saudi
women.)

(18 Al (e 68 s S b el jedl) e pilall b il s eaiall jud s 25 b dleal) cithil
i) G35l

(The campaign starts on 25 November until 10" of this month (December) in remembrance of
the 68" anniversary of International Human Right declaration.)

On another occasion, even though it rarely happens, women have received high recognition at
the international level for their active participation in various fields. Among the well-known
example is Malala, the strong girl that became a victim for fighting for the fundamental right
that nearly killed her, had received the Nobel Prize and tells the world about her terrible
experience. For instance, in this following sentence:

(19 aledl el Lion sl g 55 m pai s slaa ,Y1 i 3 il Al Y3La

(...on Wednesday, Malala received the Nobel prize and showed the world her clothing still full
of blood...)

The second example shows three well-known Arab women received special recognition from
the Arab region to inspire other Arab women to become successful people like themselves.
(20 At Luadd 30 s (e anl) Lain 5 (5 il Aapesy (45035l 5 Jlal) Aabild Tuelal) (o S il
2014 4l 3 i

(The prominent preacher, Fatimah El-Najar and two women ministers Basimah El-Hagawy
and Hakimah EI-Heity achieved the recognition to become among 30 the most excellent women
in 2014.)

Unlike men, women are commonly portrayed in issues related to family matters and women
affairs. Their involvement in prominent and crucial activities is limited. However, they do gain
little achievement and achieve some recognition at the world higher level.

Neutral

In the neutral section that involved both gender men and women, the news articles also tend to
report in passive voices rather than active. It is most common to be presented as a call for both
man and woman to carry out an activity or task together. Furthermore, this call also comes with
the explanation of the reasons or benefits that can be achieved by both man and woman in
doing that task together. In other words, the verbs that are typically attached with both genders
are somewhat likely to happen or hopefully will happen rather than being highlighted as already
happened or as happening. For example:
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(21 gl 8 Cppeiad) AS L ) SlaiV) dals 5 Leilef g sladl il 3yl 36

(The sharp increase in daily need and living cost bring in the increase of both man and woman
participation in economic activities.)

(22,00 51 48 ) Al yndl) ) i

(Called for shared responsibility between parents.)

In sum, the sentences show how activities that involve both genders usually are related to both
man and woman interest and directly affect their lives are being portrayed in news articles.
These verbs need cooperation from both of them as they share the same responsibility toward
their family. It needs both man and woman working together to achieve the goal for their
interest.

5. Conclusion

Arab women (AW) have long suffered from the unjust treatments and policies against them.
However, over the past two decades, women's position in Arab societies has shown a
significant improvement. However, not all AW have enjoyed the great privilege of being
treated almost equal to their men, and some AW is still marginalised in their societies. This is
why AW often becomes the 'victim' of bad stereotype in the media. Moreover, mass media,
including the Arab media itself, do not play their full potential in media influence to tackle this
issue that haunted AW for decades.

The analysis of keywords in the representations of women in modern standard Arabic online
news coverage in 2014/2015 revealed that women are still represented differently compared to
men in term of their adjective, pronoun, noun and verb associated with women. For instance,
the verbs that indicate more active and serious involvement are most dominant to men than
women. On the other hand, women are working with the verbs related to their core works, and
mainly house works as a daughter, sister and wife by doing tasks for their male counterparts.
This again indicates the gender segregation between men and women in the media discourse.
From a different perspective, the differences between men and women, particularly in terms of
adjectives and pronounces, show the distinctive features between both genders. Hence, show
that men and women have their own unique identities that separated each other and
complement each other, which reflected the natural relationship between men and women.
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