CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION T

The study of religion originated from the existence of varwc ions. Various

1.1 Background of Study

religions are derived from various races. Every human or raceveir own belief and
faith. Therefore, religious understandings differ among hu ind. Hl)wever, religion
IS a necessity in human life as it influences the cause, patureand p rpMou{QJerse
based on the teachings of a spiritual leader (Carl ey, 2015). ' b
Western scholars believe that the studw'mi i ‘c.)ri ated @#T Western

knowledge. According to Armin W. Geertm, the s relig;;(if»%r comparative

science of religion was founded by a Ge cholar, Friedrich I\@ Muller in the 19"

(
century and known as Religionswi %aﬁ. >v T c}’\
? @
17}
The terms “religious K ” an%jme of;@on” are considered new

terms in the study of religi?utordirg to ren%\Van Den Bosch (2002), Max
o
Muller formulates thre%ives inthe s wof,{e, gion. First, to identify the concept
of religion. Secon@qus@atio% e soul of humans and third, to identify
N
laws that the Sﬂ\man fol‘lo | C—)(J
e

’
Ho r,Rosmizi Ahdul Ra (2020), rejects the claim that the founder of
the st Iigion"ar e&erné\olars because the study of religion is a Muslim
Y
le . Quran discusses ﬂﬁcé%tudy of religion 1,400 years ago. Disciplines in the

f religion were developed by the Prophet’s companions and Muslim scholars

Qer the death of the Prophet Muhammad SAW.



For example, Ibn Hazm, the author of the book Al-Fasl Fi Al-Milal Wa Al-Ahwa’
Wa Al-Nihal in the 11" century (Fatmir Shehu, 2013) and Al-Biruni, a Muslim :
are both often regarded as the fathers of comparative religion (Nurhanisah tal.,
2019). Thus, study of religion is regarded as one of the great contributiwuslim’s
civilization to mankind’s intellectual advancement (Wan Mohd Fazmji W.Razali
etal., 2014). \,

The study of religion improves the agidah of Mus ms it differentiates
between true and false religions. From a Muslim’s perspective, Isl mw‘e religion
because it is perfect as compared to others. Muslim s s apply th dt/ gﬁ}l?;ion

as one of the Islamic preaching as well as to V@ slam ffo e an@ents and

other religions (Yusri Mohamad Ramli, 20% o\ g

&

1.2 Statement of the Problem O

NS

Ninian Smart is a giant o e shoulder any@the next generation of
A% “« Q-
scholars stood because his WFN been useq&“téxtbooks for university and

high school courses in Iigiq and he lerso Ily h pervised many of the religious
studies scholars who succe;d himé i ogfﬁaseuck, 2018).
According'te,George ' Chryssides ﬁon Geaves (2014), in the 19" and 20™

.
centuries, fro@\er u!%;w‘mgﬁg e study of religion was transformed to
0

utilizing %y p‘ge om gicalrapproach influenced by Ninian Smart. Ninian
&

%,

Smart nged a ¢ fesg'ior@proach to the neutral academic approach in the

S f religion (John J. Sherp}', 2009).

S



Ninian Smart’s methodologies are developed to respond to the challenge of
modernity head on by applying the scientific method in the study of religion (Nwara
Ogechukwu, 2018). Ninian Smart emphasizes the analysis of worldviews t eart
of his study of religion (Ghalkhanbaz Fatemah & Sadeghi Masoud, ZOA

He has introduced six dimensions of religion in his boo e Religious

Experience of Mankind, then added a seventh; the material di emn the book, The
World’s Religions (William M. Johnston, 2005). The boo ;orld"s Religions is a
demonstration of Smart’s impressive project because it stemat ach to the

arioﬁs lo‘;{eﬁi‘ous
pher Bu 8).\/
of ﬂ‘e\lim @E;ists in 19"

century (Seema Alavi, 2015). Accorw)}osie Bs (20@ ahmatullah Al-
Kairanawi was respected by the Iﬁgs Comm\m?ue QQ’:‘E being a prominent

religious scholar and he was by ﬁe Mugtiof a, Sheikh Ahmad Zaini

Dahlan. \

Seema Alavi ( resses Ihat har @"aq is a combination between the
’ 4 F &
sciences and the s%s becar \bhe ate g.aentury, Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi’s
writings empha{ ienc 'lonaltt})%és part of Muslim heritage and Islamic
¢
scriptures as %@eal agross t Wsl{r-r}c?/orld.
N
G% erton Islamic St , Christine Schirrmacher assumes Izhar Al-Haq

clopedia due to Ra n%tﬁllah Al-Kairanawi extended the material of earlier

study of world religions and logically organizing

phenomena within their respective dimensions

While, Rahmatullah Al-Kairanaw

o

Ee]

a

S
@ists like 'Ali Tabari, Ibn Hazm and Ibn Taymiyyah (Maziah Mustapha & Mohd
6 s Abdul Razak, 2019).



According to Arian Hopf (2021), Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi’s strategies in study
of religion, was acknowledged and applied by later authors and scholars as WT(
instance, Muhammad Abu Zahra, a lecturer at Al-Azhar University, Wa@kd by
Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi (Oddbjorn Leirvik, 2010). The legacy of Fﬂ}gtullah Al-

Kairanawi continues to develop in this modern era because Ahmed dat adopts and

adapts Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi’s method in study of reIig'wNammed Haron,

2014). ? '
1.3 Research Questions ‘\d‘

T
| &
The following research questions are framed t sist in‘,a ieving the.research

objectives: i g ;o
1- Who are Ninian Smart and Rahmat@ra o\? (,«
2- What are the methodologies usez by Ninian, Smart T afmgallah Al-Kairanawi

_ - &
in the study of religion? & -

“« Q-
3- What are the similarities aN ences | tud <H‘eligion from Ninian Smart
N
and Rahmatullah AI-KC' anaa understandings?, §

P 4 ¢‘<Q
o
Th hi igned i f& bjecti
e research i ned to ac e following objectives:
EGNQ a el g obj
1-To intro%mnian mart a
b 4

- To4ana the meth doIG'gies\grthe study of religion used by Ninian Smart and

&)
RW ah Al-Kairanawi. N

1.4 Research O ves

R tullah Al-Kairanawi.

N

dentify the similarities and differences in the study of religion from Ninian Smart

Qﬁ Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi understandings.



1.5 Significance of the Study

The significance of the research is to provide a comprehensive under@f
the study of religion mainly from Western and Islamic perspectives. The g%l ected

for this research is to generate new ideas in the study of religion mainly among scholars,
researchers, and university students. Further research can be done bas % the findings

of this research.

In addition, this research assists the government or agerf:ies to advocate

Pat ckw & Steve
T

Chapman (2005), social research provides vital to"the gaver nl t,(\"'aentlfy

the study of religion among the community. According

problems and solutions. However, it depends on ver e?:n spond~§~to ignore

Y.
the researcher’s findings. c\) 0\

Furthermore, this research alms ve misun tand@ between Muslim
and Western scholars on rellglous i |k e war Xre ém The study of religion

is an alternative solution to in fro con ct“ be@é Islamic and Western
X
communities (Khadijah M mb i bali~et al., 2013). Muslim scholars
l

disapprove of conflici% the nc ﬁe cllne and weakness of Muslim
communities (Mo Waldlr' \ad et% 017)

&
1.6 Scopec(ﬁs ¢ C—)

(./

is arch ‘to use on Q@n Smart as the Western scholar and Rahmatullah

Al- KmN as the Muslim scla%lXNlnlan Smart was selected by the researcher as he

; f the modern Western scholars in the study of religion. According to Bryan S.
e

r & Oscar Salemink (2015), Western scholars define religion based on terms of

Qious components or dimensions.



Ninian Smart defines religion based on seven dimensions namely ritual,
experiential, mythic, doctrinal, ethical, institutional, and finally, material. (
Kunin & Jonathan Miles. Watson, 2006). (’)

Meanwhile, Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi was chosen by the reseéw because
he is a modern Muslim scholar in the study of religion. One ofWatullah Al-
Kairanawi’s books, Izhar Al-Hag, is a noteworthy book in the studysof religion. Izhar
Al-Haq has been translated into various languages and is t m‘ ence in debates
and dialogues between Islam and Christianity (Wan Has hair, dw 2013).

This research analyses the theories related to udy ofireligion l)rg@}éd by
both scholars using the content analysis approa e w fundamental

information on the methodologies of the dy fr io Néhx:Smart and

Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi perspectw\) O

One of the discussio

%") >,\ 7S

1.7 Definition of Terms

initi o q

M e stud Ilglﬁ"m‘ the meaning of religion.

However, the meaningef religion differs a ng m and Western scholars as the

understanding of religion i ﬂuen\ J@me of knowledge. Robert Crawford

(2002), quoted th@on q@w @n Smart in his book, What Is Religion?

Ninian Smart(gs hatreligi veﬁ-gTrJnensional;organism,ritual,doctrine, myth

or narrat| r|m ntal op'e @'/ thical or legal, organisational or social, and
b“ b4
mat: nﬁ%ﬂ ti
ate stic. \3.

N:rom the Islamic persp%ﬂve the term religion is Al-Din. According to Kamus
-Quran (2010), the word Al-Din or Din is mentioned in the Quran 62 times. The
Oanmg of Din has been divided into terminology and epistemology. Din according to

the Islamic terminology refers to a follower and an obedient.



In epistemology, Din is a complete living system from God as a Creator of
human beings (Rosmizi Abdul Rahman et al., 2013). According to Dr Har i
(2015), religion is a relationship between humans and something that does @%ﬁmble

a human being or other creations. *

Various terms were used by scholars to refer to the study of religion. Muslim

scholars use the term Mugarannah Al-Adyan which refers owarative religion
Zn

swissenschaft is a

iplines thw religion.

Ay
According to Tim Jensen & Armin W. Geertz (2(®term “Com at'v‘i@ion”
is synonym to Religionswissenschaft. \4' \T
“Comparative religion” is an abbrev@h of co@:z;tive, Cross-

cultural and historical study of religiz@mmad K

“science of religion” is the produc deliber\m\%sti

accordance with a clearly defin%lific fetho 2y
- %of T arafive regg%h” or “hierology”. According
f

Another term is the
to Ali Scott Vitkovic ( ‘tience
> 4 &)
of religion that Kg ther \maxc cor\S&anson of past and present religious
principles and l{tl .M i ,' “hie b%éy” means the science of the sacred (J.
¢
Estlin Carpésbls). & (JC')
\
‘Religious studics” the @dy of religion” are terms used by Ninian Smart

int k, Religion and the \@e‘rn Mind. Both terms refer to an attempt to delineate

(Norsaadah Din @ Mohamad Nasirudin et al., 2018).

German term and at present, refers to a group of

H@ZOlO). The term

a,@r of religious facts in

o\
Ali Seott'Vitkovic, 2018).

co pafa eligion” is a branch of the study

xplain the nature of religion (Ninian Smart, 1987).

N



1.8 Literature Review

The literature review is a guideline for the researcher to achieve the@s
of the research. This research has two inquiry questions to review past rs‘a’ irst,

what are the concepts in the study of religion in Western and Islamic un andings?
Second, what are the methodologies in the study of religion from Wesi;n and Muslim
scholars’ perspectives? The researcher reviewed articles, bOOkW urnals to review

The study of religion from a Western understan isidisc by %Liver

. . o N
Freiberger (2019), in the book, Considering C ISon: A Met fl)r_@hglous
: P 4

Studies. Oliver Freiberger explained the reI&YMp bew e cohcg;t of the

comparative method and the study of reli%’w auth'B{ concludes ﬂ@ issues. First,

ic ar@cademic activities

past research.

religious study is an academic discipline? d, human

are scopes of the comparative &)Thirdﬁ\sgpgo a{di\classification are two
o e,

comparatives in the study of r % “ 6

Comparative religio mparative, t ologre two different approaches to

%,?ited in the book, Meaning and

o\that t ('ﬁims of comparative religion and

&

i\rati\(e)eligion seeks to gain understanding of

Method in Comm Thepl

comparative th%y differ:

religious phepomena while -€o arat@_g. theology seeks to deepen and advance the

theoli%. o’ g

d
N



The methodology of Western scholars in the study of religion is mentioned by
K.N. Tiwari (2014), in the book, Comparative Religion. The author diﬁerenti?ﬂe
study of religion from theological and philosophical discussions, debates, a@gues
because the description of the characteristics of religion without prejudﬁkhe aim of

religious studies. However, the author accepts debates and dialogues asypart of the study

of religion if their purpose is to gain understanding of other religm
I

Conversely, Craig Martin (2012), the author of A'Ceiti ntroduction to the

Nevertheless, George D. C@s
book, The Study of Religionzé
understanding religion is fu %tal [ er '@ividual and social life. Thus,

%T 'elat

S to

the aim of studying (religiorV i 9"@5
F &

understanding reli'asbeh .

disciplines suchQ rop ioloays&ﬁeology and psychology. However, the

authors refu G@semint a riﬂ'cisqui.r? the study of religion.
% "
k harwggg%e &ﬂgﬁike Ekeopara (2010), in an article entitled

Phe ological Approach @Study of Religion: A Historical Perspective, focused

0 \ewle of phenomenological approach in the religious studies. The authors state that

& henomenological approach refers to the participation of a scholar in the religion to

ain understanding of the meaning and manifestations of the religious phenomena. The

phenomenological approach emphasises on neutrality in the religious studies.
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However, John R. Bowen (2014), explained the suitability of an anthropological
approach in the study of religion in the book, Religions in Practice: An Apprwm
Anthropology of Religion. The author mentioned the suitability of the ant@gical
approach due to three reasons. First, a long-term relationship with through
fieldwork to gain understanding of other religions. Second, learn rom a local

perspective. Third, connection across social domains USIqs\tﬂb’anthropological

approach. '

Meanwhile, Ninian Smat’s perspective in the s of re giW&ussed by
Ghalkhazbaz Fatemah & Sadeghi Masoud (2012) i rticle entit l\‘in.i@?r'nart
and Transition from Analysis of Traditional igiBns to A of\V/mldviews.

y of @;:)n must be

ews@e the heart of his

developed to worldviews. He regards angbsis of wo
g@'}ogy of religion or the

study of religion. Ninian Smart propﬁgshe dyna\??ﬁh n
A N
historical- comparative metho%ain oncerp of which is to set evolutions of
‘iv
: N

religious phenomena in theig hist 'ciIVI

Authors state, Ninian Smart believes thaw opeoYf S

X
However, Nw. echukwu ( 185 m}n article entitled A Critique of

s ¢ &
Smart’s Ritual Di'n@al Thf e Phﬁmenological Study of Igho Priesthood
of African Trad'% plai inian S a&f)erspecti\ze’s concern study of religion.
@ ! C.a
neg re{i_g/i n based on the specific example rather than
N

Author statei 1an Smarts d

through%' ns. He_is cor@ned with describing rather than explaining the
AN 4

divi f religious phenome\rta}/

N
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Christopher Buck (2018) explained more detail regarding Ninian Smart in an
article entitled Ninian Smart. Author discusses the legacy of Ninian Smart in thw
of religion. Christopher Buck has assumed Ninian Smart as one of the pi the
secular study of religion and a founder of the religious studies departrA'g a British

University. He promotes critical thinking, interfaith engagement andgmethodological

i :zA ?onceptual and
Erric er‘\(QQd analysed

oy
phenomenological approach in religious studies. %ave expressed, I’ir@mart
is the proponent of a phenomenological approz?g; d% 1y 4 Ni.n\i‘}x; Smart’s
phenomenological approach influenced byw osop‘er sesl, @ng; in relation
to terms eidetic vision and epoche, anwa by Van eeu@

An article entitled Ninian @6'[: Refle\nsTn gq%rror of Religion by

N
Christopher Key Chapple (20ﬂ%.|SSGCPN ini ma ethodology in study of

religion. Author has assu@nianl a phi@hical approach in study of
ed, optimistic

religion as liberal, oper% ] d ﬁrag@tic. But the author has expressed

that Ninian Smart i Wneer i"]
study of religioréback ' the @‘drtance of the study of primary texts such
brploufn

elegance in the study of religion.

Within part one of the book Religious Edu

Interdisciplinary Approach for Secondary Level, C

| rather than theoretical approach in

Vs

2 9

as Vedas, T and Quran.
&% &
e, uneerst }the y of religion from an Islamic perspective is

v

exph&by Norsaadah Din @éhamad Nasirudin et al. (2018), in a study entitled A

on the Understanding of Comparative Religion among University Students in
elangor. The authors stated that the concept of the study of religion in the Islamic
nderstanding is based on the Quran, hadith and opinions of Muslim scholars in the

study of religion.
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In addition, Mohd Yazid Saad (2012), in a dissertation entitled Application of
Comparative Religion as A Preaching Method Towards Non-Muslim: A Swwf
ABIM’s Islamic Outreach Programme, explained the concept of the stud@ion.
The author stated that the study of religion focuses on three topics of jon. First,
the existence of religion. Second, the development of religion and thigd, the religious
phenomena. The study of religion aims to identify similarities&dyrences between

two or more religions.

The Islamic methodology in the study of religion%is discusse ‘hd Faizal
Abdul Khir in two different articles. In an arti@ed Descriptive po Yri'son
Approach in Comparative Religion: An Analysi uranA hes,%mld Faizal
Abdul Khir (2013), states that one of the Q ’S y of religion

is descriptive comparison. The author@d

descriptive comparison in the stud;@sliglo i ,Q%ther religions is free

from arguments. ‘%
Meanwhile, anoth m e tiﬂﬁo{w NE" Approach in Comparative
Religion: An Analysis% uran M ‘9 Abdul Khir (2017), expressed
's

another Quran met logy in‘

two types of nméw ap

normative wson. Th‘e tfﬁr @ained that the Quran applies prudential
S

Ny
normati risgh Pfutes@ffensive normative comparison. Refutation of

offe normative comparison and prudential

offensive, normative compari@y the Quran is because it contradicts with Islamic

s
S
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In addition, Zuriati Mohd Rashid & Engku Ahmad Zaki (2010), in an article
entitled Al-Farugi and His Views on Comparative Religion, discussed Al-lvvs
approach to the study of religion. The authors expressed three of th@st is
disengagement. Second, are the higher principles and third being rel dialogue.
The authors assume that Al-Faruqi’s approach in the study of religion is based on
scientific studies, rationality, objectivity, and is without preju 'CN

Nevertheless, Haslina Ibrahim (2015), in an article, donflOther Religions

Beyond the Polemical Approach: Irfan A.H. Fattah and*His Obj cwallysed the
| ]

approach of Irfan A.H. Fattah in the study of religion. author;stat th‘t &fa}A.H.

Fattah’s approach is unique due to a combinati itionaf a dern approaches.

Using an academic, objective, and imparw road‘ whi avoi,@rgvmethods of
refutation, defence and being apologe % approac y Ir@!\.H. Fattah in the
study of religion. (‘) \Y ,<\

The study of religion is%he m%thod Isla '\preaching and the book,

x &
Izhar Al-Haqg by Rahmatu!ﬁli Kayil)a wi 1§ the @or’s contribution to Islamic
preaching. The preachi% dolog} #‘rﬁtu@l Al-Kairanawi was discussed by
ria M 2

Wan Haslan Khair (ﬂk& Ind ( 0@)"\ an article Christianity and Dakwah
Method of Rahmatullah Al=Kai 'wi. C‘J@’ authors explained that the preaching
¢
methodologng)(ah tulla A{K
\
exclam{(){o’ I-Da*wah fll-Hi@h,AI-Maw‘zatuAl-Hasanah,and Al-Mujadalah
L 9

rca?awi is a manifestation of the Quranic
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However, another article by Wan Haslan Khairuddin et al. (2013), entitled Al-
Kairanawi’s Method of Critique on the Bible: An Analysis of 1zhar Al-Haq, diw
Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi’s critical approach to the Bible. The authors e% that
the distortion of the Bible, abrogation of the Bible and refutation of ?kaere the
main focuses in Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi’s critical approach. Hisw arguments,
analogical arguments and textual analysis applied by Rahm@tﬁlla~ I-Kairanawi in

criticising are influenced by the Quran’s critical approach.

Meanwhile, an article entitled Critical Thinking ahmatu airanawi
"Ax
in Religionswissenschaft by Wan Haslan Khairuddin (2013)1dis efi '@‘itical
approach of Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi in Izhar?g , his catieisms on t@ible, and
the discussion on the doctrine of Trinit w rs c that@zr:atullah Al-
Kairanawi’s critical approach in expo&%ontradic and@‘ﬁusion existing in
Christianity, particularly in the Biblejnique, \T ,<\
A

N
An article entitled Ra%llahﬂAl-H' |4ayranawi and His Book
Demonstration of the Truth* R;Ia CTM nd New Testaments: Islamic
Criticism of the Old % Testaments }'A@ Kabir Hussain Solihu (2017),

's &)
examined Rahmatu w-Kairr \r&metho y and style of debate with Christian.
i h

Author has explained“Ra

.

I-Kairanawi's awareness and adoption on many

¢
occasions 0 %thod and cftlsi@/s f Biblical criticism helped him achieve his
N
goal be)%kubl' 0 I,I,zhal'%T—Haq.
\ % 4
&
N .
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Aisyah Rabiah Abdullah (2020), in a dissertation entitled Rahmatullah AL-
Kairanawi’s Views on the Bible: An Analysis on his book lzhar Al-Hag, di
Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi’s opinions regarding the four Bibles and the reé%\hind
his dealings with Christians and the writing of his book Izhar Al-Hag. oncludes
that Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi is one of the most prominent SChOW India, who
confronted Christian proselytism towards Muslim. He appliﬁyque method of

Observing the gap in previous research and t ct that Ninj mart and
"AX

ding irl the stiidy @gion,

c&bﬁt ini%%'mart and

igio .Thm\efo wthis r@a is relevant
to be conducted. \% é

1.9 Research Methodology % o q

“« Q-
tive m Iogyé‘i‘t is part of a social science

conversation and debating.

Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi both have a different und

>

thus, this research focuses on the similarities an

Rahmatullah Al-Kairanawi in the study of

This research applies a

N
research. The qualitative-methodology ‘vvol S }heﬁess of collecting and analysing
una

non-numerical data to s,“@ions, or experiences. Data on the

stand@
methodologies o@ma@hmawﬁ Al-Kairanawi in the study of religion

N
were collecte alyseddin eef:e%’.)

L'&Sea}ch is then used data collection method as it is able to collect
existiﬁ EQ

.

in the form of te@r Primary data sourced from the Quran, hadith,

=

d'é&%tion and thesis Whilhecondary data sourced from the journal articles,

erence and seminar papers, as well as books. The Tun Sri Lanang, UKM library
01 the USIM library were the main places in finding related books, texts, journals,

newspapers and magazines.
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A content analysis approach was applied by the researcher in data analysis. The

aim of the content analysis is to categorise and compare ideas of Ninian Smw
Rahmatullah Al-Kairanwi in the study of religion. It is used to identify sin@ and

differences between the methodologies of both scholars in the study o ion.



