CHAPTER 3 Y-

CONTEXTUALIZATION OF THE STUDY

3.1 Signpost Q

This chapter starts with the general historical and sociopolitical backgrounds
surrounding Darwish’s works, so that the reader can und ?he ('ontext in which

the research sits. It then provide a summary of the statéyof the iconflictfbetween the

g
Palestinian and the colonial narratives. Later, it discu he 1948 N ahr@ way

iterat nallxﬁé chapter
sheds light on the literary position of Darvﬁw hisaion i ution@S;Palestinian

intellectual landscape. \) 6
\T Y

u% 0}&
Many Jewish-Zionis honsla

the land of Palestine a Ileged his

s &
Zeevi Hirsch at the of the y to &_@erman philosopher Moses Hess and
the Russian physicianseo Pi ' the éﬂf century, to dozens of philosophers and
¢
politicians, J &@i non-Jews aéuc&,jbzbOO) whose propositions about Palestine had
% Y
remaine% I ideas (fo mple&at God has given the land of Canaan— Palestine—

tot ent Israelis and thei@t_ﬁ;eny) that had not translated into real action.

it has informed, or even shaped, Palestinian con

3.2 Geopolitical Context S

rical hs have always talked about

ric r"i‘dhh&)he Jews to it, starting from Rabbi

%\onism started to take shape in the late nineteenth century, specifically after the
ication of Herzl's biography The Jewish State in 1896. Herzl, a Zionist fervent
ader, believed that the nations among whom the Jews lived at the time were generally

anti-Semitic, that the Jews formed one people, and that their European enemies have
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made them so without their consent (p.92). As a matter of fact, the Zionist leaders

capitalized on this idea (which later came to be known as anti-Semitism) and con?!d

it a catalyst in achieving their future agendas based on Herzl’s staten@l the

enemies of the Jews were the ones who made them one unified people*
Zionist leadership, however, had found it difficult to reach Whe Jews in

Western Europe and persuade them to help in realizing the go sMism. Frustrated

by the fact that he couldn't mobilize Europe's Jews unde ong' unified Zionist

leadership, Herzl called for a meeting which later came known a rst Zionist
X

st 29, 189 pﬁt@gsg).

ni@ the@ﬁ goal of
e J9\v5| e Iand@xglestine. For

this purpose the Zionist Congress identifi mollowing ns (@er & Adler, 1964,

571): (,) \Y ,<\
N
1. The promotion of the sel%of 3élish agriculturi , artisans, and tradesmen

in Palestine. \ §/

2. The federation %55 into L;J’g(ene@groups, according to the laws of

Congress, which took place in Basel, Switzerland, on
The participants (most of whom were Jews) ag

Zionism should be the establishment of a state fon

4
the various céuntries. | N é_}
3. The strengthening o sh fe{} and consciousness.
¢

4. Prepfrgm@step for tHE attaipment of those governmental grants which are

NN
to the.ac "yemen@ the Zionist purpose.
% 4

NG
\Ael‘s biography detailéd the process of building the Jewish state and the

iment of Zionist ideology, starting with the establishment of the Jewish Agency

Oe official governmental body in charge of Palestine's Jewish community during the

British Mandate), which would supervise the building of the Zionist enterprise, the
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Jewish Company, which would implement the project economically and attend to the
issues of immigration, the organization of cities in the future state, and the enTm
of a constitution (Sokolow, 1919, p. 371). (’}

The Zionist-Jewish enterprise remained dead ink, as the land O%tine then
was entirely inhabited by Palestinians, who had remained there a long time,
beginning with Canaanites' immigration from the Arabian Pe 'nw Palestine some
six thousand years ago (Weiss, 1993). These are two oppo rx;n S: a Zionist one

that is based on myths, and a Palestinian one that is d on hiwe Zionist

™ 4
allegations remain mere theories until the spirit@r of the Zi is' n‘mgf}nent,
Theodore Herzl, entered the scene. Zionism ake shpe.indhe late fineteenth

st es\
century, specifically after the publication of#erzl’ ioguilph e Je@ate in 1896.

Herzl, a Zionist fervent leader, believ at the nations g W@rthe Jews lived at
the time were generally anti-Semit@?t the Jeﬁ\w%e O&E\people, and that their
them (Heqcl'?1896, p. 92). As a matter
&
edI IS
Jews (which later cam nown as anti %e'nii@‘n) and considered it a catalyst in
4
achieving their fut lﬁqgen asi)
were the ones l@de t
¢

N,
European enemies have made t e, uﬂi
of fact, the Zionist leaders }M ea— é&uropean enmity toward the
!
national state. THighas ofeated & natio

&
erz&atement that the enemies of the Jews
unif@ﬁeople, who need a land to build their

bgpnelongingness among the European Jews to
"

Palestin% tarted’to. d ‘m of Pel?stine as their own homeland.
AZionist Agency cal@dr settlement in Palestine as the embodiment of the

\wtional entity, and made great efforts to attract the persecuted Jews of Eastern
6 pe. However, The Jewish communities were at variance when World War |
rupted, and their hopes of settling Palestine almost dissipated, as they were divided

into nationalities. Their loyalty was divided between the warring factions: Britain,
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France, and Tsarist Russia on the one hand, and Germany, Austria, Hungary and
Turkey, on the other (Lipson, 2017). Yv

If anything, these details on the Jewish enterprise— which started@ 19t
century and has continued to the present in the form of colonial settle ell stories
about the notion of Jewish disengagement from Palestine, and the declafations by Herzl
and Jewish associations meant mobilizing resources nee% raise questions

concerning the Jews relationships to Palestine.

3.2.1 Sykes-Picot Agreement and Balfour Decla

In 1915, a secret memorandum was sub

theB\nﬁi ine%?ﬁtled The

a Brj,@h?:ninister, the
notorious Herbert Samuel. The mem&&ad that in rati@alestine into the

T{h J& h state. Meanwhile,

N,
gaogia the collapsing Ottoman

Future of Palestine, written by the first Zionist

British Empire would be the first Step,in establi

Britain and France were indeec%yin
empire. The conflict betwe MO p
signing of the Sykes-%:reemen in

c

gver t

&
to t@otiaﬁons that ended with the

}6. 'Lbier this agreement, France took

control of Lebanon Syria, | tainghare extended over Palestine and Iraq
&

(Russell & Cohn, 2012). (_/
\ h
91 r

! "R/
g thelcours fWorld ar |, the British army invaded Palestine and

N
seized i% e Ottorans¢ Lhat ys% British Foreign Secretary Arthur Balfour wrote
y ¥ R
ale the British banker @}'one of the leaders of the Jews in Britain, Baron
N
schild, promising him, on behalf of the British government, of assisting in

stablishing a homeland for the Jews on the land of Palestine. The letter, which is now

nown as the "Balfour Declaration”, was the clearest expression of Britain's sympathy
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with the efforts of the Zionist movement to establish a homeland for the Jews in

Palestine (Regan, 2018). Yv
In 1920, the notorious Herbert Samuel was appointed the@-ﬂgh

Commissioner for Mandatory Palestine. He began exercising his po issuing a
series of decisions/decrees in support of the Zionist project, foremost among which was
the recognition of Zionist institutions, the publicity of Jewish activities’in Palestine, and
the recognition of the Hebrew language as an official la aXZe er with Arabic

(United Nations, 1990). In 1920, he issued an order to blish Wrtment of
23

land and appointed the Zionist Norman Bentwich a

head. Soo hdd@vn:ent

udﬂ\{p isfon thatrohibited
ni (Stein, 198@35.aim was to

reduce the demand and competition f }ﬁus reduci e p@%f land, allowing

Zionist institutions to buy land at th@&est price gu

N,
Herbert's unjust, discri pO|I(9€S daubled tquates of acquisition and

issued the Land Transfer Ordinance of 1920, whi

the transfer of lands except to those residi

t O@Etltlon from abroad.

possession of land by the J \Mml S, Who for a quite well-off community.
According to Avneri (% the en of erber@muels term (in 1925), the total
Jewish ownership oﬂq mcri out of Palestine, while the rate of Jewish
immigration to Ralestine m oubl

The la &@lsu b e{/vsé}?left severe social and economic impacts on

the Pale % ciety. TheBritish &morltles started a campaign of driving Palestinian

t of their farmland a@ﬂlages (Hijazi, 2014). Thousands of families became

h and stranded, with little space to make a livelihood. In early 1930s, following

& ramatic rise of the Nazis to power in Germany, the number of Jewish immigrants

Palestine increased, and the areas of Palestinian land expropriated by the British
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authorities hiked. These lands were later transferred to the immigrant Jews (Hijazi,

2014). Y-
The British role was not only about facilitating Jewish imm@k and

recognition of Zionist institutions. From time to time, the British Ma'ﬂ&uthorities
would offer shares of state-owned land for sale at auction, which Wasmlt for Arabs
to compete in, and was one of the reasons for the increase in_the s' possession of
land (Forman and Kedar,2003). The British colonizers rYt:e 'Zionist Jews to

possess important holdings, by obtaining major concessiens an b| e country,

especially for carrying out and administering infra ure projec ri:l@ the

concession of the Palestinian Electricity Comp e corﬁ of tl\lmlestlnlan
Potash Company, south of the Dead Sea) o\

According to Smith (1993), the @andate c ere(@ stine as more of
a foster child than a conventional i aI posse % s e British authorities

had facilitated the economic f th Zio end r by supporting Jewish
economic development anci ;mr'alrﬂﬁg; @nse of the traditional Arab
agricultural sector (p. % xample,

"protectionist tariff: favor oIT

|'ushb:cup|er administered a regime of

' dustri ndermlning the competitiveness of

agrarian expor m yed sproportionately high number of Jews

I
At(')

@}e expenditure level, the British authorities

within the E C sect ( .
appropr e ly l?/%_l‘,u)?r man&\e budget to welfare and development programs,
Y-

WhiQZIOHISt leadership @ 40% of its considerable funds on schooling and

é ithin the Jewish communities” (Owen, 1988, p. 27).
Q This blatant bias in favor of the Jewish settlers at the expense of the Palestinians
s exposed by colonel Ronald Storrs, the first British military governor of Jerusalem

at the time. Storrs (1937) wrote:
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The Military Administration notably contravened the Status Quo, in the
matter of Zionism. Palestine had been (and in 1918 half Palestine still was)
a province of the Moslem Ottoman Empire, and the vast majority of its
inhabitants were Arabs. Under the Status Quo we were entitled (and®
instructed) to impress upon those desiring immediate reforms that we were!
here merely as a Military Government and not as Civil Reorganizes. Our
logical procedure would therefore have been to administer the territory as if
it had been Egypt or any other country with important minorities; making
English the official language, and providing Arabic translations and
interpreters, and treating the resident Jews, Europeans, Armenians and
others as they would have been treated in Egypt. Far different from this
conception was the attitude of O.E.T.A. General Allenby's very first
proclamation and all that issued from me were in Hebrew, as well as in
English and Arabic. 11 Departmental and public notices were in Hebrew
and, as soon as possible, official and Municipal receipts also. We had Jewish
officers on our staffs, Jewish clerks and interpreters in our offices. For theseV™
deliberate and vital infractions of military practice O.E.T.A. was criticized
both within and without Palestine. They were surely justified by the
announcement by Great Britain and the almost universal endorsement of the
Balfour Declaration on 2 November 1917, which gave any occupying
Power the right to assume, though the League of Nations was then unborn
and Mandates hardly conceived, that die ultimate Government would have
to reckon with Zion. (p. 316-317)k,

3.2.2 Establishing a Jewish Majbr_ity in the Land'_of Pa_l'eétine

Backed by the British Mandate authb_r'ities, the _Z_ibhist Agency had made great
strides in achieving its malicioUs goals.‘From thé Onset; 'the Zionist Agency's eyes were
set on making the Jews.é majority it Palestine and Iéter establishing a Jewish state in
the largest possible' areas of the Paleétinian I_ar'_l_d..: To achieve these goals, many methods
had been used, including supportin-g Jéwnsh immigration and, helped by the British
occupier, 'co-n.fiscating the I.argestvpossi‘ble areas of the Palestinian land. Zionists,
however, realized thét ;‘of fhfs pol-i_;cy to succeed, the Palestinians had to be displaced
f(o’rﬁ theil.r land. That is why thé Zionist Agency strongly opposed the British attempts
1o eétablish a Palestinian Legislative Council in 1923, 1930, and 1936. The Zionists
:_were fully aware that the Palestinians' demands for creating a Palestinian Legislative

Council would put them (the Zionists) at a disadvantage because the Palestinians
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formed a majority at that time, and therefore they (the Zionists) demanded the British
Mandate authorities to postpone the formation of representative bodies untllvle
when the Jewish community became larger. (’}

To support these positions, the Zionist Agency formed a mllltﬂkce called

Haganah (lit. the defense) which in 1936 numbered 10,000 in-serwe personnel in

addition to 40,000 in reserve. During the Palestinian 1936 rev ainst the British
occupation, the Haganah militants fought side by side wi tor's Van Creveld,
1998). When Ben-Gurion became Minister of Defense 0 World Agency in

June 1947, he announced the general mobilization o anah and st t(#j @lshly

buying weapons from the United States and As_a res e nuniber of the

doub,@:{s' strength to

mb % the Arab armies

A
mg? homeland did not come

&
aeh@ historian llanPappe (2007)
J%nj M s for a whole year, specifically
an a

Haganah militants had jumped to 30,000 b 8,

60,000 by mid-July of the same year s twice
present in Palestine at that time (V veld, 19;!\:%;7
The Zionist strategy to e»%Pale iniansfrom
overnight; rather it was pl h ad
confirms that the Zion a§s~hel
from March 1947 %arch 1?
cleansing operation a Qma
With t &)Iatlo of th dﬁlsb(?orlst attacks against the people of Palestine,

quesnﬁxo

1 \e United Nations General Assembly proposed a plan to divide Palestine into
G states: Jewish and Arab (Resolution 181— The Partition Plan). The Jews in
alestine at that time constituted a third of the population, most of whom came from

Europe, and they controlled an area that amounted to less than six percent of the historic

5L

ree on how to carry out an ethnic

date & FS dec&d to hand over responsibility for the Palestine

the newly formed @(ed Nations organization at that time. In November
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land of Palestine. The plan proposed by the United Nations (known as the Partition
Plan) allocated fifty-five percent of the area of the historic Palestine to thew
community, (Morris, 2008). The Palestinians and their Arab allies rejected ﬁ%\osed
plan, while the Zionist Agency welcomed the plan, especially as it legi the idea
of building a Jewish state in the land of Palestine (Morris, 2008). Y'

In the subsequent months and years, the Zionists launchedintense virulent
campaigns to seize more lands from the Palestinians. In 1948, t'1ey managed to
take control of dozens of Palestinian cities, towns, and villages an ewillestinian
residents from their homes by force. All of that was d der the w. fy'l (iégthe

British mandate authorities in the territory. | casesf t nis@mmitted
organized mass massacres against the Paleﬁ@ eopii ( e, 20@3;% message
from the Zionists to the Palestinian@/vas clea br@%ither you leave
Palestine, or you get Killed. ZionqntiaSWPa @iﬁn cities and towns,

N
demolished and destroyed h of vﬂlage and de‘;a tens of thousands of

Palestinians. More than 75 mmsl fans (roughl f the population of Palestine
ir hdmes

at the time) were e om thei «e@' became refugees (today their
4 f &

descendants numb Nwmd 7| i people).in neighboring countries (Karmi &
Cotran, 1999). & &
\ P ' (')(J
q):? &
3.2.3 % 8N the Palestinian Catastrophe or Exodus)

Y-
.A’n that the Zionis@d’ become strong enough to establish, the British

g
a ies decided to end its mandate for Palestine on May 14, 1948. As this date
pproa

ha |

ched, the Zionist Jews intensified their efforts to control as much of the
alestinian territories as possible. In April 1948, they took control of Haifa, one of the

largest Palestinian cities, and their next target was Jaffa (then the biggest Palestinian
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city). On May 14, 1948 the British Mandate forces officially withdrew from Palestine.
Straight away, David Ben-Gurion, then the head of the Zionist Agency, decla
establishment of "the state of Israel”. Overnight, the Palestinians foun@elves
stateless. Within a few minutes, the two greatest powers of the world— ited States
of America and the Soviet Union—recognized the newly declared stamling, 2019).

Responding to the Zionists' continued ethnic cleansing ca gns against the
Palestinians, the United Nations appointed Swedish diplo R.k.e

Iiernadotte as its

mediator in Palestine. Bernadotte recognized the tragedy e Pa stl d showed
sympathy with them. His relentless efforts to find a pe I solution t orjth@gomg
Zionist ethnic cleansing campaigns against the an cafl endw/%n he was
assassinated by agents working for the Z| st enc;\ in tem 48 (Emling,
2019).

The United Nations continued. | fforts to $tr eement between the
newly established Israel and ghb 'l’mg ab c((/ \ es. After Bernadotte's
assassination, the United tio ap oﬁn;j\ an mediator named Ralph

Bunche. He presided o% gotlatll t e ael and the Arab states, with the

’
latter ceding more estlnlanl the %Edern Zionist state. One day after the
signing of the rda n-1s lstlceéj%'eement in May 1949, Israel joined the
United Nati s me er state, a'ndetjr gthened its control over more than seventy

NN
eight pe% the Ia'\duqf)%estm d the remaining twenty two percent was named
X
the est Bank and the Gaza@’" (Emling, 2019).

% ly 150,000 Palestinians remained in the newly established state (Israel). The
ining Palestinians either became refugees in countries outside Palestine (750,000)
r lived in the West Bank— including East Jerusalem— and the Gaza Strip (around

800,000). Immediately after Israel had captured the rest of Palestine (the West Bank,
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including East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip) following the 1967 war, it began building
colonial settlements for Zionist Jews in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and

settlers to carry weapons in these settlements under the protection of the Isr. rmy.

(Emling, 2019). *
3.2.4 The Aftermath of the Plight \)

The Zionists had for a long time planned to cleans land ofi Palestine of its
inhabitants, and made every effort to efface the Palesti heri g;‘aqq@ture from

@

existence (Pappe, 2007). The main goal of the Zionis

da was to wi e"a‘lfgfgoff

etith( IS no\/ nown as

the State of Israel) has inaugurated a new er i a\rou ies, viol@ggand wicked

villainies committed against the Palesti %ple i ece@‘ed manner in the
history of humankind. Even the Na@ﬁuld be s\ne%b Skae horrific war crimes
N

the map of the world. The establishment of th

>
o}]
>

that are perpetrated day and e list is very Iong&. ppression, abuse, mass

\ &
cleansing, destroying farn?g delv i hogé, incarcerating children, old
I I

people and women, e strang

alone the perpetratioh,of coIIecil

name a crime, yotnwill fi

In the i&) this/brutal Es_jmans had been left unarmed, desperate and
it

helples

expm&in condemnation a@ﬂs to stop violence— even when Zionists committed
bsx shootings, Killings, house demolitions, uprooting of trees, deportations,
d

ternati ponseto this Zionist unheard-of sadism would at best be

Q ed imprisonments, and detentions without trial, and even burning infants to
eath— the Palestinians had nothing to do but to desperately rebel (Ackerman & DuVall,

2000).
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In 1987 they started what later came to be known as the "Stone Uprising™ or the
"Intifada”, in which most of the Palestinians in the occupied territories were eng
resisting the occupier by throwing stones on soldiers and armed settlers. Th@mded
establishing an independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as |ts , the right
to self-determination, dismantling of colonial settlements from the \m ank and the
Gaza Strip, the unconditional return of refugees, and the release o tlnlan prisoners
(Salem, 2008). The Zionist military authorities Xe.d

'violently and

disproportionally, killing thousands including children wom nl(ﬁo',QJIbor et al,
"2 X
. 2005), uprootihg @reds
a% ind’ aroundl 120,000
T

Palestinians including women, children andtelder (Cm?in, 12).

Though the Intifada was mar )n event e tr@alestinians acted
consistently and independently Of@bm&%m s4and even the Palestine
Liberation Organization (Mcl% i

2005), demolishing thousands of homes (L6pez-1bo

of thousands of trees (Ackerman & DuVall,

1989), their upoli leadership seized the

ra states{mthe United Nations (whose

-

opportunity— backed by tr%? ity [
Security Council ado lutionf672 ha{ emned Israel's violence in the

4
Palestinian occupied¥erritories ] red i {o,negotlatlons with Israel. In 1993, the

two parties S|gn late e kn as "The Oslo Accords", which promised

l

peace in Pal s

Y% ursepM prov%that Israel was not serious to reach a peaceful
the

oI n question of P@ﬁe The disappointments of the whole process had

p and intensified; feelings of frustration and despair among the people in the

G pied territories had built up; the occupying state had remained the same; the

ccupational racist mentality had even further consolidated; and the policies of
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confiscation, settlement, Zionization and collective punishment had continued in a
frenzied manner, even more than before. T

The Oslo Accords, with their numerous flaws and loopholes, constitdt ajor
crime against the Palestinians. They stipulated that a Palestinian Aut would be
established for an interim stage of five years (from 1994 to 1999) in pme territories
captured in 1967 by Israel. Article V of the Declaration of Prj Mn Interim Self-
Government Arrangements (a supplement of the Oslo Acc EZSSIW states that the

"five-year transitional period will begin upon the with | fro w Strip and
3

Jericho area. The Permanent status negotiations will ¢ ence as soQn.as ')0 , but

not later than the beginning of the third ye

e i@ od, ~b\%ﬁveen the

ntatives. It@:g;rstood that
ng @Salem, refugees,

Government of Israel and the Palestinian p%

these negotiations shall cover re i }

settlements, security arrangement(%

neighbors, and other issues of n%
However, the Israeli Q@«g
kept stalling. As a re% e PaleIinia
second Intifada (al WWn as| 4
&

the occupying d of
¢

ih tbbt)ccupied territories set off their
’ &

ntifg.)jn September 2000. From the outset,

i clar@ér on the Palestinians. It deployed its in-
!

service and egﬂa army and 1 h@avqj\'/\?ar machine (artillery, tanks and aircraft) to

% NN

counter less; defensgle ‘;iviliaﬂé..\ln the brutal attacks against the civilians, Israel
Y-

kill 12 Palestinians and@»fured 48,322 (Cypel, 2006). The Israeli attacks

N
c%*ﬁted with a total destruction of the infrastructure (thousands of houses, schools,
ospitals, mosques, churches, roads, ministries, banks, public foundations) in the West

ank. On September 24, 2002, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution Number

1435, whichcalled on the occupying power to withdraw its military to positions of
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September 2000 and to end its military activities in the occupied Palestinian territories,
including the destruction of civilian infrastructure (UN Security Council, ResTm
Number 1435, 2002). However, as usual, Israel did not comply and even eg}d the
war, which continued until 2005. In the course of the Second Intifada; beyond,
Israel built a racial segregation wall in the West Bank (which the Intewimnal Court of
Justice castigated as a violation of international law (ICJ, 20 4Nseparation wall
has rendered the territory a real apartheid (Wannous, 2012 &,.20 7).

The Zionist history that harks back to the early t jeth ¢ ntW]othing to
X

neighbori cqur&ﬁé The

II% i spar%%thing to

i Iegitiuéf;z:ights to the

offer but terror and oppression against the Palestinia

occupying power considers itself above all int

undermine the Palestinian morale and ste st

land. The occupation's war crimes arwaaous, gro and@?enched; they are

perpetrated with premeditated in@band pa\mg$n )@\th great preparation,
N,
determination and surveillancz% out'lhe n dew(if;aopulation and take over

their property (Suarez, 20 ﬁmsl a Lynk@'e Special Rapporteur on the
upie

situation of human r invthe oc F‘als@ﬂian territories, decried lIsrael's
4 s
narmed Pal

¢

excessive use of f towarj& inians, saying such use of force is "a
grave breach ofgthe rth lonwa'-rjéj,'{*fn, as well as a war crime™ (UN Human
¢
Rights, Ma %18). 4 (j)
NN

T ontinued®loo d perpetrated by the Israeli successive governments has

| X | |
ofte accompanied by d@ﬁshmg houses, razing land and uprooting trees. The
\bntation Unit in the Palestinian Authority's Colonization and Wall Resistance
:C mission reported that in the last decade, the occupation authorities had demolished
ore than 25 thousand Palestinian houses— 6,114 in the West Bank and more than 19

thousand in the Gaza Strip (Sadeq, 2019). Trees pulled down since 1948 number in
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millions. International Middle East Media Center (2018) reports that between 1967 and

2018, Israel pulled down at least 800,000 olive trees and probably more in oth
and forest trees. (’}
The most recent chapter of the tragedy has been co-admiﬂﬂkd by the
government of Israel (led by the Zionist fundamentalist Benjamin Netanyahu), the US
President, Donald Trump, and several Arab countries. Only oyinto his tenure,

Trump and his administration had made six decisions that rl the' aspirations of a

nation that has suffered for more than a century. The de@isions cam sponse to
23
N Ay
the Palestinians' rejection of the US peace plan (Black,*2020), khow, 'neilfg ia as
the Deal of the Century. The plan further rem stiniaf rights, kee[{sjﬁérusalem

under Israel's full control (and also the etew i

colonial settlements in the West Banlﬂ |ua"|
seven million Palestinian refugees@jlegitim i wi&rn to their homeland
<0 =

(Black, 2020).

On December 6, 201 %Id IAM
im

recognition of occupie% as the ca t;a'I'oNEael and as well the transfer of the
d N,

US embassy from Wiv to alem% move that met with condemnation

and criticism fécab a \‘a cttr-}%‘ies, as well as from the international

communin@s de sit;n rked massive Palestinian anger, as protests erupted in
e

NN
the occ estin'ﬁnug;zgries, @ing to the death and injury of many Palestinians.
(BIQZO c.}s.
' N

January 16, 2018, The US administration began to reduce its aid to the United

3

tons Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), freezing about $
00 million of its aid (which then amounted to about $ 365 million a year). In August

of the same year, Trump's administration totally eliminated US funding for UNRWA.
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In a statement, Spokesperson for the United States Department of State, Heather Nauert,
said that the United States has decided not to make further contributions to UW
any longer. This unjust action has exacerbated the existing financial crisis @WA,
forcing it to take several austerity decisions that led to fewer healt ices in the
Palestinian refugee camps. According to Lynch and Gramer (2&)7 the Trump
administration—with the support of Trump's son-in-law and d\Mred Kushner (a
committed Zionist) and members of the Congress—"has q Yezt'ying to do away

with the U.N. relief agency that has provided food and eSsential s rv.kqsﬁlillions of
Palestinian refugees for decades." { ' _ST
On May 14, or around five months after ington's fir sion{(}%cognize
the city of Jerusalem as the capital of Israe&fed\its\ assy,@s. Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem (Halbfinger et al., 2018). Byathis, Trump's admiqi trat@%vanted to remove
the Jerusalem file from any Pal@n-lsrw%&
triggered a wave of protests in B% durﬂg whichylsra
killed 62 Palestinians, includi ildr men injured around 1400 people

<

in a single day (Halbfi ! 2018T BN
4 &
inistrati

In August ZIOQ@Truni t more than USD 200 million in aid
S in 1

to the Palestini

o

g@{ions. That decision

N
Q%Bmmitted a massacre that

est %aj%(and the Gaza Strip. A month later, the

!

¢

US adminis g!@top dsu rﬁ'ngég'?pitals providing tertiary healthcare services
%v NN

to Pale{n'b in East. Je ilem (é\avid Brunnstrom, 2018; Lubell and Mughrabi,

201 d in January 2019, j pped all aid to the Palestinians (Knell, 2019). The
1Sy

@ has put an end to funding basic health services, development projects, urban
infrastructure and NGOs programs (Krauss, 2019).

S
Finally, on September 10, 2018, Trump administration ordered a closure of

Palestine Liberation Organization's office (which functions like an embassy) in
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Washington DC (DeYoung & Morris, 2018). The PLO "has not taken steps to advance
the start of direct and meaningful negotiations with Israel,” the US State Deme
claimed in a brief statement. The decision, as declared by John Bolton, \@5 ouse
national security adviser, is a punishment to entities "that coo with the
International Criminal Court, where the Palestinians have lodged complaints against
Israel” (DeYoung & Morris, 2018). \)

These successive decisions by the United States ha mef the monstrous

right-wing Israeli government, a coalition of colonial settlers an fu.ﬁdaqﬁtalists that
3

up its polici tﬁc&@v):the

in order
\

are bloodthirsty by nature. The Israeli occupier has st

Palestinian political, social and economic infra

ate @/Wv reality:

a status quo that allows only the existencew tatea?n e peogé\g' the land of
Palestine. The Israeli colonial state ha italized on the enc he global Zionist
lobby, the close alliance relations e Unite \dtegan @ European countries,

N
Syin t rab countries, and their

in addition to the miserable so%cal c%nditi

lack of real deterrent— or even soft= po

move forward in Zioni iCti

confiscating Iam@ildin?

settlements, diswq ing lmian tories, and thwarting Palestinian efforts

¢
for buildin g?e) economy %and @ oping their physical and constitutional
Qf NN

infrastr% ¢ ol {\

Y-

time to time, US sta\.;ffreleases statements in support of Israel’s intent to
N

occu is using the United States to
panding of colonial settlements,

d rﬁexn parallel roads to connect these

a rge parts of the West Bank, considering this a right that Israel declares
ever it wants. The Trump administration decisions seemed to suggest dangerous
lusions about the future of the occupied Palestine. The Israeli occupier has not missed

a beat, and thus escalated its measures to impose a tightened siege on the West Bank
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(and making it like an enclave), separate East Jerusalem from its Palestinian
surroundings, turn the Gaza Strip into a big prison, and build Jewish colonial setﬂ?ﬂc
in the heart of Palestinian communities in preparation for the “expulsion and
replacement,” stage (displacing Palestinians and handing their p over to
settlers).Almost 72 years after the capture of Palestine, Palestinians not only still
being denied the right to return to their homeland, but are pr tiMeing forced out

of their homes, so that Jewish settlers can move and settlgtin their pl'ace (Palestinian

Negotiations Affairs Department, 2017). \d
3

Yv
ot only unl sﬁe&@erish
thez\fo' ate {jﬁ?rust and

i ,cIair@;zl:s legitimate
n si@h the West Bank

The United states administration's decisions
settlement expansion activities, but have als

unconditional support to impose its own narfative

sovereignty over everything, even ov@c and Christi

and Jerusalem. It stepped up its pﬁgﬁ to take\m( ;k@\Muslim holy sites in
N,
Jerusalem (the Al-Agsa Mosq%of th@ holi twlac(z@r Muslims), the ancient

walls of Jerusalem (turnin mntol Zion@ call the “Holy Basin”, and
rd

allowing settlers to Iiv% city
d the% rch of the Nativity in Bethlehem,

of the Holy Sepul in JerLts
respectively thedirst se st plecJ%'for Christians).
.

l
At the ical level, th n\‘fed(siaes and Israel do not cease to dismantle the
\
i&n

g
s
i

people of P ine, fgaturi ';he Palestinians as separate groups in the West Bank, the

Gaz ip, Jerusalem, the G@é, the Negev, the Triangle and the Diaspora, and,
‘% , they have no right to overthrow the occupation and establish their own
tatehood. For this, the United States has worked hard to make Israel look like a peaceful
ountry that has the right to establish its position as a Jewish state. These efforts have

of late been officially backed by some Arab dictatorial regimes—~but definitely not the
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people under those regimes (Wilkinson, 2020). The wave of normalization with the
Zionist entity has risen, and the idea of coexistence with the Israeli enemy is SUVHO
discussion on Arab channels. The Palestinians have become enemies that@\shcked
in some Arab television programs and dramatic series.

The train of normalization started in 1979, when Egypt's presmnwar Sadat
visited Jerusalem and striked a "peace deal” with the occupying state.¥his was followed
in 1994 with a peace treaty between the Zionist state an gX..Efypt and Jordan
countries have borders with the Zionist state and might on th tw‘the right
to protect their countries— and thus they construe su eements within } f‘r@‘;ork
of protecting their national interests. How ere{ ices TJ@Y' call for

normalization from countries that do not h&b} erswi/ith Zioué‘g;e, and they
have never engaged in military action @sraeli mi : Or@%ust 13, 2020, the
regime in the United Arab Emirates @%rael ann\meMth p@\y have established full

N
political, economic, cultural, scientifictand iﬁ'tellig eere(lQ@whips.

The thrust of normali m trLlL ni ener@o make the Jewish presence
p

in Palestine a matter c% cy. Tr nohr@later in the day that other Arab
'

' g

&
states will soon fol wd c@ the %&n Bahrain, another Arab dictatorship

in the Persian Gulf, lare 'emb@-}&(ﬁ, 2020 that it will officially follow the

@
steps of the Sﬂ@ Arab Emifate$ aCdJ Ily normalize its relations with Israel. If
%‘v N
anythin% eang’ Mnitio«&}n the part of those Arab regimes of lIsrael's
L 9

occwﬁ of the land of Pale@a surrender of dignity and rights.
%\rough a review of the stages of the Arab-Zionist conflict, one finds out that it

N

s the Zionist state that always strived toward normalizing relationships with Arabs, and
at its policy towards either war or peace has always focused mainly on normalization,

as it is the main and basic guarantee for Israel's survival in the region. Israel has always
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wanted to establish normal relationships in the region so that neither its existence nor
its right to the land would be questioned by the international community. Cevw,
recognizing lIsrael and acknowledging its right to exist as a pure Jewish st@%&pare
it the obsession of demise and reassure it that Arabs will not evoke hislﬂ'&formulate
their current behavior, that the past will turn into mere memories thatghave no way to
shape the present or the future. \)

\%

3.2.5 The Last Chapters of the Tragedy have yet to avel \d

"y
For more than seventy two years now, the Israe pation conti ucfst \o'lctice
the most heinous crimes, terrorism and cleansin inSt the péo Pale{t?ﬁe: in East

Jerusalem, which is undergoing persistent Zignization

is under permanent siege and constam&%y Israel; |
are plundered day and night by coI%ettlemeFE\am%n

Diaspora, in which the Palestini racksbl by exadus and-tribulation. Steven Cook

&
(2020) expects the Palestini mtiol emain m@le and under the grip of the
Israeli occupation, si Zat of the blagk rhajob(y in South Africa in the second
4 F &
2 alsa ‘fores

half of the twentiet\@tury. l
situation simila&th ft
‘ . ¢

"
miIIion% in the_exi :(Pales&ﬁan Central Bureau of Statistics, 2020). While
X
tourj&om all over the g@(except from countries that do not have normal

r%‘ hips with the Zionist entity) are allowed to come and visit Palestine, these 7
i0

in the,é):{Strip, which
W@ank, whose lands

xQ}on policies; and in the
N

n Palestinians are not allowed even to think of such an idea. Worse, those who

ve in Palestine are not allowed to move freely between their towns; they cannot visit
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Jerusalem, or the towns of their ancestors. And as it appears now, the chapters of the

e
"There is no greater sorrow than to recall in misery the time When we were

happy" — Dante Alighieri \,

There are plenty of bitter memories which Palestini QFt and consciousness

tragedy have yet to unravel.

3.3 Palestinian Memories

have kept in the hearts of those who first lived the 194 ,and t@ inherited
it and lived with it in the refugee camps and t ile— memoriesfof mi e&%nd

| &

injustice inflicted by an immoral racist state. Alsha 019) 3{9 est taIIQa.Iestlnlan
%‘ N
contemporary writers have been moved by the N '\hhat turnedithie life of the

Palestinians upside down, but |ron|call a eti d mainiain the collective

ar&or the contemporary

memory of the people, and till tod y |t r be
g'f K
Palestinian history. Thus, the more ad the Palestinian h.%rature the more we find

Nakba-produced burning que s h at la the A‘f@flectual patterns pertaining
specifically to identit belonging, | the e.a t e homeland and nostalgic
consciousness. d

\" &
The grief w@rts a@w @(ept their memories of Palestine alive

IS extreme a@\ The *ho an!j |§-§g’jll engraved with unforgettable letters in

literature ry, fi éﬁs and theater and popular songs that reminisce
of ttm%lld days. The Pales@n memories see the land as a holy possession. The

P of Palestine believe thatc'jelr homeland is sacred for two reasons: first because

%essed it exclusively in the Holy Quran and the Bible (He made it the landing
ce of His messengers and the gateway from the earth to heaven); and second because

its soil is married with the blood of the martyrs who fell defending it against invaders
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from the Hebrews before the birth of Christ, to the Greeks, to the Crusaders, to the

Britons, the Romans, and finally the Zionists. Y'
What remains in Palestine is only the memories of a homeland that had f ong

before. For the generations that lived before the 1948 Nakba, th ories are
beautiful: those of an affluent land where people from neighboring‘gountries would
come to work and settle, blessed by the bountiful resources an thderful weather.
For the generation that lived under the occupation after th tf Il Palestine, the
memories are grievous, overshadowed by the ongoing crimes of ewScupation
and its frantic plans aimed at liquidating the Palesti identity, wit die_c{a%;ort

from the American administration, which turn a biase r t@]ameless

partner to the terror state of Israel. \, o\ é‘?
&
\"J N O
3.4 A Battle of Narratives A
S a7

There is only one Palestini stinians in the homeland

and the exile. The evidenc m is! a tinai% itiers at home and in exodus
Z. S a

have presented a singl ive. Yet this na tﬂ/e@es into account spatial specificity
4 ’ &
\r'rs,L hara h

as a guarantee to préserve the r at continues to struggle, defy and

Z,

provide daily a% 0q f thed}%éent and the future. On the other hand,
¢

!
there is the i&@narr ive iclﬁ'is@‘-r‘laamentally based on an enterprise grounded
in the p%kf

wit s, iron power, forc@ie, misrepresentation of events and falsification of

sy

Now that the Arab neighboring countries have abandoned the people of Palestine
h

is is not a pessimistic view), the battle has turned to be one of conflicting narratives:

- \ - - -
expulsio ?1d rep&ement) that always tries to impose its account

the mythical claims of the Zionist state versus a genuine narrative of the Palestinians



whose ancestors, the Canaanites, continued uninterruptedly to settle in the land for more
than seven thousand years. To face the Zionist counter-narrative, historians, rese?!n
artists, academics and writers need to collect, document and disseminate th P nian
national narrative and keep it alive, focusing on two dimensions: a mm& narrative
that chronicles a history of a people that continued to live for thous of years; and
simultaneously recording and exposing the massacres of e I and the horrific
crimes perpetrated by the Zionists.

Almost all Palestinian pre-Nakba narratives— w rin |cwflctlon or

poetry— are engaged in portraying a stable life— the li

ore the storm- & Il‘ie}lnlan

paradise. However, since the occupation of

a d sh@Yﬁt of the

e tedep the h@;genoudes

the premeditated ethnic cleansing, th %dlsplacem nd @Sesultmg exodus.

Zionist state in 1948, the Palestinian narra C

Regardless of the genre, the Palesti orks ha Wa e,(\produce and present a
different story from the Z|on| ve r gardl dh re of Palestine and the
establishment of the Hebre tate vt |s liter Qé‘ls not history, but in its core
it seeks to present a ch pable 0 teII| g}the@ story of the Zionist colonialism.

Literature can act wwn a \mt r-nag&; that pushes the reader to discover
what the Zionist,harrative s estab I&“’ln unaware minds in Europe and North
America. T (ﬂ)}f lit ratur hdﬁld(jas be no less important than what has been
brought& he Ralésti 'an and@ab historical writings about how the events that
ed ]QA

I creation of the Zlonm}jtéte and the resulting Palestinian plight, had played

o
Q The Nakba narratives focused on portraying the moment of the fall of the
omeland by reconstructing the scene of the conflict that preceded the year 1948. For
this part, each writer seeks to furnish the last moments of the scene before the fall with
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characters and events, taken from the historical narrative and the memories of people
who lived that moment, including the writers themselves and their imagination i
to present a coherent narrative about the Palestinian exodus towards Transj@}yria,

Lebanon, or Iraq, delineating the boundaries of the disintegration of P ans, who
were pushed into refugee camps, forced to live in tents begging forRgheir livelihood
from the United Nations Relief and Work Agency (UNRWA), and the aid provided by
philanthropists, donor countries and charities. Y~ '

To support their narrative, the Zionist invaders*have c sw‘the most
in its eyvery e*i@vg an
identit Ia@e Zionist
state has worked frenziedly on changing th% of \d\lm\town%hgous places,
ings, @htains, plains and
other geographical features to Iookﬁﬁ Israell-wi ,Kﬁ\arganized, inexorable
quest to erase every single tra% Ara'lS-Mu im id '\of the country and the

Palestinian's association wi hpej hoIS\ of Jerusalem. The Zionist
p

occupation authorities % n

Israeli modern lead Amara,l
the Palestinian prese in

#
Place name

!
ymbols of e’hi@(?cal and cultural identity of the place— a

persisting, most prolonged policy: Zionizing Palesti

attempt to fake the historical facts and erase the

archaeological sites, streets, neighbor S,

:Heb@ and biblical names, or names of

IS pﬁs/a very serious challenge, not only to

ry, b éﬂéo to Palestinian culture and memories.

NN
representation‘ef the gultur ‘beritagé}nd attachment to the land throughout history.

=
O
S

e Nakba and Palestinian Literature
Before going into the contextualization of the study (sociopolitical and
eopolitical contexts), it is important to situate the present research within its literary

82



context, being part of the larger Arabic literature, but also the narrower, more specific

g
K

Arabic modern literature started to take shape during coloniali§m prime time,

post-Nakba Palestinian literature.
3.5.1 A Brief History of Palestinian Literature

when most Arab countries were under Western colonial powersis the'®arly 20" century.

Literary experience then developed in a postcolonial atmo e Wherg the destructive

relics of the long years of being under occupation wereStill pre'ewthin this
| . X

troubled context that Palestinian literature was born. Palestinian modern literature refers

f -
to works of poetry, fiction and nonfiction writtensi bi&‘dﬁj)th languages—

by Palestinians during the British Mandate a tinﬁ%r aft Y1948 Nakba
~ &

(literally "Catastrophe™ or "Exodus"). The Arabic texts of this Iite\_rgture belong to the
- ¥ N o\

broader genre of Arabic literature. According to Sulieman and Muhawi (2006), modern
Lt ! 4
N7 Y S

Palestinian literature has a heightened sense of irony and an examination of themes

Y ONJ W

related to questions of existentialism and national/cultural identity.

/ e
The year 1948 gansfc:;r,]atio 311 t lestinian literature both in terms
&
of scope and ther@denti(y : e ne&a&lities that emerged after the capture

ilw trt‘%messity for new literary sub-genres (Mir,

2013). Thesg,sprang outfof the ec{ss@to "counterbalance the colonial threat” (Mir,
NN

2013, p% sultif t Iata!?ame to be known as the "Poetry of Resistance"

th N have experienced since 1948" (Mir, 2013, p. 110).
Q This Palestinian poetry addresses notions of history, nationalism, and the role of
terature in the liberation movement as a response to the displacement of the
Palestinians, the capture of their homeland, and the establishment of a foreign state on
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two-thirds of the historical land of Palestine. This form of poetry continued in
subsequent years, reaching its peak following the capture of what remained of Pw
in 1967 in the aftermath of the Six-Day War between Arab states and I@ new
generation of poets came to lament the lost land while instilling in the Pﬂ&an people
the spirit of unswerving quest for freedom. Poets from the occupied land, such as

FadwaTugan and Emil Habibi, and others from the Diaspor. ws Darwish and
tiz '

“The Palestinians may disagree on many things, they all WCaH what
"y

is i al brief) byt &ﬂ%ulate,

Palestini ons@-s'ness and

the\Pa inian w@e‘g chronicled
9
“If Palestinians poured thelr orles \See&vo I@'ood ” the Palestinian

Kanafani have helped shape the boundaries of a collective

happened to them in 1948 as Nakba”, Edward Sai

description of the extent to which the Nakba h

contributed to building a collective memor

y .

in different ways.

saying goes. Palestinian wrlter helr%em ies in t %ace of oblivion, holding
fast to the map of the Iand be y va ed by the Zionist occupier.
Regardless of the diff% ictions wal‘ Iestlne and the resulting exodus
in literature, the r sentatlor Nak the other side of the image that
symbolizes and Ips aintai estmtj((dentlty The Nakba, as seen in literature,
is a birth of Pal tlne o?’Otér'r?an nor Mandate, but Palestine as a resisting
national den Thﬁ “pross@s where all modern Palestinian literary works
mee \'c.}’

e contemporary Palestinian literature is not only a chronicle of the tragedy that

& | the people of Palestine, but also a representation of life and memories since the
r

st British soldier set foot in the land of Palestine more than a hundred years ago, until



today— so much so that such literature has become a major source for studying the
Palestine question as well as issues related to the conflict in the Middle East.

These backgrounds set the required readings on what it means growin ost-
Balfour Declaration. These occasions through which Palestine and Is%)exist are
presented as trivial as these are used by literary scholars and political'sCientists to find
out about the past. The picture in Palestine is gloomy, and acr sMoard. It is more
challenging to those engaged in ecological debate. A furthe k.

ion'(one beyond the

urban, social and economic aspects) comes into play— 0 hichydir sults from

@
s and the }n&vr;ent

addresse nvir%mntalists,

>

the Israeli occupation's assault on both the Pal

(Brunnstrom, 2018). This is a challenge that nee

but also by human rights organizations as al co nity at large.

It is the case that moral ecologis E eaironment istS hay Qt to be adequately

aware of this dilemma, which s require\Hegiv ;@'Iﬂborative efforts by

N,
environmental groups around %e tonmobi 1Ze actiq(?that would stop Israel's
ap

&
ravaging of what has remai }m thi estinian I@ e
Some internatior% ents have r gﬁtl@ome aware of the ongoing crisis
’ N
\063, Am gan human rights activist Rachel Aliene

in the occupied territekies. Ine

@D

Corrie (togethergwith agrou

[
in Palestine O(W@st the Isra

March % year J'sgei ';he Isé?li military bulldozers demolishing Palestinian

hou d water wells and Ieve@wg cultivated fields, she stood in front of an armored
N

ngr, which ran over her and crushed her to death. This incidence later inspired
i

e Unj tates and the United Kingdom) arrived

!
bl!')o%(ge% in the occupied Palestinian territories. On
N

uals affiliated with environment movements and other international activists,

d
o now come regularly, though in few numbers, to demonstrate against the occupier's



atrocities in the occupied territories. Such defiance can be heartened not only by
environmental movements, but also by literary texts.

In the following pages, | hope to extend these dialogues. Th@ings
(re)appeared themselves as | investigated moral duties and ethics conc@%arwish's
poems. By focusing on these poems, | was able to explore the manneiin which doing
ethics and participating in socio-cultural interactions are re\ﬁleyth those at the

center of power.

3.6 Mahmoud Darwish J _\‘—}
In the history of modern Palestine— fro i he @Ent time—
the calamitous events (the British colonizatiw orribl acres@zgonist gangs

and the Israeli occupation of the Iano\gatine) h nc icled by— among

other means of communication— n@vels, short s\'esT @d poetry. The list of
N,
Palestinian poet names is very%t on@b'g me mi c')continue to ring bells in

the Arab region and even b mnh onof ten s of prose and thirty volumes
of poetry, Mahmoud %e&c:me t[ S'sl:ri'ba' as the most celebrated poet in
Palestine and the A WOr d. \‘;Q ). %C/Q

Darwish \éﬁ in1 @Bin@, village in the upper Palestinian Galilee.

¢

He and his were rive yfor@ t of their village. Finding no place to take
"
e L

E)i;-a
@D

refuge in; 't aded’t on toé&ape the ongoing massacres by the Zionist gangs

S

as t vaded the Palestini@ns. Two years later, Darwish's family returned to

t mlage but found only ruins, destroyed by the Zionist as they did with hundreds of
dl%ges and towns. Darwish remained there for some time. When he became a young
an, he was sent to jail under Israeli security pretexts. When he was released, he

rejoined his high school and moved to Russia for his undergraduate studies. He then



moved to Cairo and then to Beirut, where he stayed for several years before moving to
Syria following the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1982. He stayed for a shw
Syria, and later moved to Tunisia, Cyprus and Paris, where he wrote

seminal texts. In late 1990's, he moved to Ramallah, a city in the occuﬁNest Bank,

and he stayed there until 2008. Following a heart attack, he was moved to the United

States for medical treatment, but he passed away there at the QE . His body was

l

NY.
\Y‘
3.6.1 Rationale for Choosing Darwish over othe iters I

"Mahmoud Darwish is the Essential Breath of the Palestinian people the
eloquent witness of exile and belonging, exquisitely tuned singer of images
that invoke, link, and shine a brilliant light into the world's whole heart.
What he speaks has been embraced by readers around the world—his in an
utterly necessary Vvoice, unforgettable once dlscovered (Naoml Nye,
quoted in Mattawa, 2014) \

transferred to Ramallah, his resting place.

Many Arab Palestinian cont ry“vrlters ve ch’a@ctenzed the Palestinian

resistance against the Israell o r and its tlegé‘é(;mnmg from the Nakba of

1948, through the 196@ e Uprls g (R stll@ in 1987), the Second Intifada
t tim

in 2000, to the presen Ho m ‘?:Eﬁ}bg all those writers (to name some:

Samih Al- Qa3| \lm Tawfnb ayyad, Fadwa Tugan, Emil Habibi,

Ghassan Kan h Khali }Aor arghouti, and Salem Jubran), Mahmoud

Darwish e bee the ntlal Thinking about literature as a driver for
4

socio- It and even olltlcal h nge, one has to think first of Darwish's poetry, and

i w reasons. From among aII Arab poets that have flourished in the 1970s and

: ond, Darwish may have been the most prominent Palestinian writer of all modern



First, apart from being a Palestinian icon and a national symbol (one who could
forge a collective identity for the displaced Palestinians), Darwish is the only AW
whose works were translated into some thirty-five languages (UNE@OOS),
including English. If anything, this means that Darwish was a leadi ry figure
whose fame has gone beyond the borders of the Arab region toward gmi rcles. With

this, he eclipses not only other Palestinian poets, but also oth(irMy figures in the

Arab region. Probably because of this David Wasserstein pro'essor of history
3

at Vanderbilt University, has named him "the prince of "1 )S&ngdcording to
Storey (2016), Darwish was one of the greatest poet

L RSNy
odern/tim |'d@st. In
cy% es %mish as a
iniarmgoet Ia@e. of the late

f n@%ignificant poets

the entry "Mahmoud Darwish", The Free Onli
literary figure who "will be remembered %
twentieth and early twenty-first cent& well a
anywhere in the Arab world during ime perl\\T

Second, Darwish could easi ch trﬁ audi

poems are recited as sloga fo\rksist[ resilienc national identification. He
h

could also touch on th iman psyche, and lhorahan any writer, he has "been able
4 F &
to capture the core ﬁ@lestir'i \!eq ty agi.us closeness to the occupied land of

Palestine" (Hayr@: p. e attributes qualify Darwish as an ideal Arab poet

!
who words "an earthgu e"'(DQr:a, 2008: p. 59).
%v NN
T% wishhad ‘periengé} the cruelty of exile, and he had seen what it
Y-
mean;&the Palestinian to @fn a refugee camp and how the life of refugees is

e X is vulnerable. But unlike those who lived and still live in the Diaspora or those

& lived and died away from Palestine, Darwish returned to Palestine in the late years
f

his life, and there he wrote many of the poems that came as a culmination of an

experience that flew across the globe, but finally landed in the homeland.
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Fourth, the writings of Darwish stem from a particular real-world individual
experience. The texts are those of a poet who spent years in the Israeli jails, arw
was under house arrest for many times. In fact, after writing this poem, @ was
put by the Israelis under a house arrest and later was taken to jail, WherQNote many
poems (Salem 2014). It is particularly interesting to know that Darwish wrote most
poems of his first collection, Lover from Palestine, when he w. SMQ prisoner in an
Israeli jail (Abu Eid, 2016). One of Darwish's early y:d'ntity Card", is

considered by many to be "the Palestinian national poe ir, 2013: ).
L ]

Fifth, having acquired a distinctive poetic chara whichien slhE\ﬁ%(hical

tin% e @iousness

al (Hamdi 014)@30~nlybecause

of the wide array of themes/subject m@ddresse ;

he was the only man of letters who %ced t\m(%
N,
prose (Wasserstein, 2012)— a @iaﬂ (0"<@n Arab) writer has ever

and the real, Darwish has helped form a genui

as well as an imaginative homeland that on as
also@% simply, because
@etry and six books of

produced. \

\#ﬁionc@bte that "Many people in the Arab world

feel their la ge is in crisi aﬂ'd 'Eji?no exaggeration to say that Mahmoud is

NN
conside% ior of'the 31) Iangc&;e"(quoted in Saith 2005: p. 28).
&moud Darwish is cr@d with being a major contributor to the development

og\diern Arabic poetry, particularly in terms of the use of symbolism and
sophical content. His early poems followed the standard classical Arabic style. In
e early 1970s, however, he turned to free-verse techniques that did not follow classical

Arabic poetic norms. Thus, the diction of his early works came to be replaced by a



language fraught with symbols and indirect, figurative political statements. Darwish
was multilingual, speaking Arabic, English, French and Hebrew. However, h?ﬂle
poems in Arabic only. (’}

His thirty volumes of poems include hundreds of poems, some OHNW are very
long (e.g. the poem "In Praise of the High Shadow" is around onWsand lines).
Hundreds of his poems were translated by Sabry Hafez (Professowof Comparative

Literature at the SOAS University of London), Sarah c' published four

highly-acclaimed collections of English poetry, and th livi g\qu.d-language

@ Y-.
, essaylist, t,lscrég riter

ol%' i Un%&gity, who
S) an@’g(;y Joudah (a

V(@E and wrote The
Earth in the Attic, which received %Ie Serl%\xo ger. ets award in 2007).
The translation by Joudah wax%y supervised by %\ish, who, as mentioned
above, was fluent in Engli th s@%a?:es ranslation from Arabic into
English, the translated % ave mInag 't'd reﬁhe themes and meanings in the
original poems. \ \: C/Q

wis@oems has to transform not only our

poet with a book in print in Arabic), John Berger (stor

and dramatist), Rema Hammami (professor of

collaborated with Berger in translating so f Darwi

Palestinian American who translated Baterfly's

[

!
ntﬁl

eé'r?, but also of an intellectual who successfully
\ - - -
he un?érsal realm of literature. Darwish, according to

aﬁ&es (Joudah, 2009). His oeuvre does not merely enrich the rational intuition, but
also provides intrinsic and peculiar forms of insight. Since its meanings are neither
measurable nor unwittingly perceptible, his figurative use of language offers nuances

subtler than we initially expect. The themes he addressed are numerous, and most of
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them dwelt on national belongings, but a close reading of his large volume of poetry
would result in a conviction that he was a universal poem who would alwaysw
issues regarding humans' assault on the natural world. (’}

It is a social, cultural and universal imperative to understamxw to find
alternative readings to detrimental environmental changes caused by htiman agents. The
socio-cultural nuances surrounding Darwish's poetry _ matérialize inimical
transformations and far-reaching damage that the Israeli o ma inflicted on the
Palestinian landscape- all the while polishing off its indi us ch rwgprooting
ish's works_is the &E}r?z]:ing
p etrﬁ’ -ignites @omplex,

h
ature accordingly

its cultural identity. One of the consistent themes in

attitude towards moral-environmental psychol

intertwined understanding about environmeaqt, e

uses that understanding to urge us to ct ajr relationshig to t@l tural world. It is

thus no surprise to find in dozens o@swish‘wﬁ\%rs ,Q'\asking the occupier to
N,
0

stop its atrocities by appealing igion, laws andshow peQ(:I% should treat each other.

&
The appreciation ofﬁmh's I IcS thas @s been conflated with the
st en

Palestinian national pli% arted l}ﬂe @1948 Nakba. Elias Sanbar (2017)
s &

maintains that the wy ow has éfea'ted a cultural renaissance through

language— one L@/S b i ' etwes&ﬂefeat and loss, with the latter serving as

¢

a driver for c%‘ba powerful etlfodéaelping the oppressed people rise again and

\
r ekm

fight fo%

Palestingand its people disap@éd, while Palestine came t0o be renamed Israel; "it
%\!la death by drowning™ (Sanbar, 2017, p. 8). Darwish'’s poetry, he continues, can
e

en as "an escape from the waters™ (Sanbar, 2017, p.8). This rebirth, or renaissance

and Inali ‘gable ts. According to Sanbar, in the 1948 Nakba,

rought about by language, "occurred at the same time as the renaissance brought about
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by the combat of the national Palestinian movement” (Sanbar, 2017, p. 8). That is why,
Sanbar says, Darwish has always talked of loss, not defeat, in his poems. Y~

Critical works on the poet— though not as numerous as his works— [@y\eranged
from short analyses of individual poems, to collections of critical essays— v\vhigh focused

on different themes, including nature. Scholarship on Darwish has so Rfocused on the

passion and the ensuing intimate relationships between the people of'Ralestine and their

natural environment, as well as the trials of dispossession a iz, with Darwish taken

as a "voice of a silenced people who are homeless at h and letheir own
oy

country" (Saith, 2005, p. 8). é ' _\C}
4 b ¥

3.7 Conclusion \)
In discussing Darwish's nature M@wever i
make a distinction between the ph;@%abstrac \txﬁt

version (Oerlemans, 2020)an%el in 9vhich re(i(/ ersona by itself (Hashim

& Ahmed, 2014). For example, arpoe scribgs_how beautiful a landscape is

without relating that Ia% o the larger gs‘ys@‘around it cannot be described as
4

&
an ecological Iite;ag‘ﬂgk. V@ disgcﬁon, most of the poems produced by
for be

Romantic poet am é%idered ecological literature (Romantic

par QUnt importance to
O

;a\ ture—the Romantic
5. 0

!
¢
poets viewe (ﬁge asja source Jf @ y and aesthetic experience— consider, for
% N
exampl% m Wor ‘[h's "I@ndered Lonely as a Cloud"). Whereas a rose is
sy

but tiful perennial row@ plant for some poets, it can be awe-inspiring for a

p%\ﬂh ecological awareness. In Darwish, such natural elements are depicted as
ersonas that engage in dialogues and/or monologues. Using landscape as one of the
ages in his poems, Darwish transpires activism and social morality as a way to reject

the occupier's desecration of Palestine.
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One basic premise in the present research is that poems by Darwish can help us

theorize against the atrocities by the colonizers by appealing to concepts
environmental ethics concerning the duties of the colonizer, the rights of t@xized
as expressed by the eco-philosophical framework that promotes chara irtues and
healthy relationships and attitudes towards both humans and the namorld. Thus,

A
the dissertation departed from point the argument that while the idea of destruction

A
brought by humans to nature has been a recurring theme in works by many poets, an
J v ] { y

alternative reading of poems by Darwish can be viewed from the perspectives of
& VI o7 XY
environmental ethics. By focusing on the personas of Darwish (humans, animals, plants
L ]

- —

and the physical nature),a narrative that lays bare the occupier's evasion of its moral
[ ¥ ~
-\Y v

duties and the violation of others' inalienable/basic rights can be provided.
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