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1.1 INTRODUCTION Yv

Allah has made it lawful for the Muslims to eat from t oleso e 1 of animals

and to benefit from its parts. However He made th1 ermissilfilit u ie &'to the

laws of the Holy Quran and Sunnah (sayings of th Progh , Pface Q‘%Jpon him)
nal@’xts origin is

& they undergo
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anOmmals was to be

considered, then it should have been %&1 {iqn imals, eat from their
parfk

meat, and derive benefit from thel 05). Furthermore Allah

which are basis of “the Sharia”. The laws emph

similar to humankind since both have life, CiMnse

pleasure and pain. If this common link

tlre‘&lverse subservient to them.

Everything Allah has createcc the b{}i l@ ns, and it was in this context

that He says;
= r@ Gl gas”
c} S
O
“Itis He (Al% l}o re fgdWou all that which is on the earth” (Al-

uéin, A?‘Baqarah 7:79)
N &

The fact mals are made lawful to be consumed contrary to their original status

is eq y due to the grace of Allah, He has kept this permissibility subjected to

certain [aws which are related to worship. When a person slaughters according to the

made humans the best of creat1on a

(‘

Sharia laws, he acknowledges that the animal was made lawful for him only through
the bounty and grace of Allah. He also realizes that his right to benefit from the
animal and enjoy himself in eating them can only be acknowledged by thanking Allah



for this bounty and slaughtering the animal according to the method specified by

Sharia.

Slaughtering of animals in Islam is not an ordinary affair in which a person is free to
do as he wishes without having to follow any rule or principle at the time o L.
Rather, slaughtering is a matter related to worship in which a Muslir m to
follow the laws described by the Quran and Sunnah (Qardawi, 19 It#s for this
reason that Islamic law is superior to the laws of other religiony ecifying the
method of slaughtering, stipulating the fundamentals principles@ile slaughter,
and establishing the laws of slaughtering,. Yv

Looking at the Islamic methods of slaughter, the Islama ngs c%low that the
importance of the religious obligations in regards twgm affd m I)er'ow)@]' which

our consumable meat are processed is enormous&Qus, ever slirq‘%ommunity

4
where Muslims are either in minority or majoritbe

Sy i#ed an%perience and
and&

certified halal butcher or slaughter-man with Nsu efvisy nitoring by the
Sharia expert. Abattoirs and slaughterhous g '

question is to what extent are they com%g withx‘f &s%ribed by figh. Hence

\
the need for a genuine monitoring b%ue ate ! 0@5 of animal slaughtering

pr
in accordance with Sharia rulings is Mpre ’ essa@gf-lalal food or meat should

not be treated as a minor issugfas e%hasis yq i@ Quran: Allah says:
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“So eat of the lawf] Nﬂ oc} h%}(llah has provided for you and be
grateful for the Gr %All if i®s om you worship” (Al-Quran. An-Nahl

L)
And the Prophe said: b o
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“Allah the Almighty is good and accepts only that which is good. Allah has
commanded the faithful to do that which he commanded the messengers, and the



Almighty has said: (O ye messengers! Eat of the good things and do righteous).
And Allah the Almighty has said: (O ye who believe! Eat of the good things that
we have provided you) then he mentioned the case of a man who, having
journeyed far, is disheveled and dusty spreading out his hands to the sky saying:
O Lord! O Lord While his food is unlawful, his drink unlawful, his cloghin
unlawful, and he is nourished unlawfully, so how can he be answeredy &:ﬁth.

Muslim. 1015, Ahmad. vol.2:328). (,’

The rapid growth of the halal slaughtering industry presents a promn§gIng prospect for
Muslim world in general, and Malaysia in particular for its Wwe work in the

industry and as a proposed Halal hub of the world. That crdgtesgwareness about halal

meat and poultry, genuine certification and supervisg

hﬂ{?d products
generally. The significant of the phenomenon lies in thigincréasiffg Mgshnf &d@ﬁlation

around the globe and the emerging halal meat dema arket affd 1!es,\vhich isa

s . S s Y .
multi-billion-dollar worth business with high prow w otex@‘_ﬂs. Besides,

the religious awareness among the Muslimsicwsul foo@r meat, creates

greater demand for halal products, either ]N at con io@’ general consumer

goods. % \T
R A
Halal certification is not only limi nezwoa @lce. Other products such

as non-alcoholic beverage, raw

and traditional herbal produ

goods and leather product ﬁ%

the things that have to w ce 'r Musin consumption and usages.
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1

In addition to all ntioged=yteins, ,@aces like halal eateries, slaughter-houses,
abattoirs, packa Qd'lag ! }nat@s are also required to be halal, with halal
certification to ensure they@" suitable to be visited or used by Muslims.
Likewise %\nings such as utensils and machines used for food catering and meat

st not be contaminated with anything that are considered filthy or non-

proces
ermi 1ajis or haram) under the Islamic laws.
I



1.2 RESEARCH PROBLEMS

Just as food is an essential requirement for human survival, the same way meat holds

an important place in the food sector. Slaughter practices in the m% ustry

presently have developed some modern techniques which is not Q) to the
traditional system of slaughtering. Sometimes this causes confusio ontroversy
with differing opinion as to what is considered as halal meat: eral modern

technologies such as stunning and mechanical slaughtering thath questions have

been introduced. For these reasons complaints are being §gceXed from the Muslim

consumers especially in the west regarding the manner4
Islamic slaughtering are carried out (Halal Authdgty Candda, Aﬂ,\Vhough,
complaints differ from one country to another, pen%due to joc 1on' a'ﬂ(d') different
view of the school of thought (madhab) followed Wa NH‘..Q Tea. @Estance the
complaints in Malaysia usually since 2006 til@'re at?ﬁut follsgyings;

1. Slaughter-men at the abattoirs anﬁl)mxtfrh%?
. Unmonitored stunning proce A
N '}j S
3. Legislation and enforcem ’ e\
vl
Contamination issues etc. gMaryam: %) &)
¥

Malaysia halal industry, (&na
JAKIM (Jabatan Ke%Xn flzfm

Islamic developr Qﬂla}?' :

products involv only in tfie o‘gﬂ%g"site inspection of plants but also how the raw

ich tige entjge process of

S

e

eg 1ment through a department called
| .
a §1‘B) otherwise known as Department of

respdnsibility is to ascertain the status of the

material 1s x% ed and monitoﬁ at all times. Moreover Malaysia had set up a
standard as Malaysia standard (MS 1500) and the Malaysian protocol for the
halalymedNgnd poultry productions, which provides practical guidance for the food
industry on the preparation and handling of halal food, including nutrient supplements
and to serve as a basic requirements for halal food products and food trade or business

in Malaysia (MS 1500: 2009, JAKIM, 2011). Though compliance and halal



certification is taken shape but offenders remain a threat. In addition to that high level

of ignorance and negligence among the Muslims consumers also stands a challenge.

Earlier in 2004 an investigation was launched by the Jamiyyatul Ulama of Canada in

some meat and poultry slaughter plants though some of the problem not pated
with Malaysia. The team discovered many areas of concern which are‘mog?sta the
major problems the industry faces; : s

I.  Slaughter men at abattoirs not reciting the Tasmiyyah during th&laughter.

II.  Non-Muslims slaughtering at various abattoirs.

[II.  Minimum amount of required veins not cut. Y.
IV.  Unmonitored stunning methods prior to slaughter. {d

V.  Usage of rotating mechanical blades for slaughte ’ \Y'
VI.  Contamination issue (Mixing of halal with noﬂ% P 'Y‘g')

VII.  Doubts about the meat coming from ab@'( h\ onito@ﬁ Authority
Canada, 2004) \) 3 4\
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1.3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES (,) >\T 5\

The study intends to create awarene%lhe ﬁnpo alce haria ruling issues that

may be in need of assessment, imNmJl mp@ development, and in turn
té

improve standards and qualitg”of (R halalfmegt in y and its certification. Listed
below are the research objegtivess \‘. “(‘j)

1. To study thebasi& r L

N s R
2. To examine t blgmg tiyt '.iead,gkﬁ the violations of Sharia rulings in
Malaysian rhoxle. \('J
{ el

3. To atter 0pos n #g&the industry which may solve the problems

(0]

S hkarqﬁelated to animal slaughtering.

in the slaughterhousea@, abattoirs in Malaysia.

1.4 AP H AND METHODOLOGY

The re h will adopt a qualitative method in which semi-structured face-to-face
interview is employed by the researcher with the Halal executives, slaughterer, and
slaughtering supervisors, to assess the halal meat producer perceptions and

experiences of the method they use in the slaughter operation. According to Parahoo



(2006) the design selected for research should be the one most suited so as to achieve
an answer to the proposed research question. Qualitative research is a systematic,
subjective approach to describe life experiences and give them meaning. The method
allow researchers to explore behaviors, perspectives, feelings, and experiences in the
depth, quality and complexity of a situation through holistic framewo loway
and Wheeler 2002), as it may be required in the survey of slaught and the
abattoirs. Semi-structured interview is a managed verbal exchange%as such its
effectiveness heavily depends on the communications skxlls 0 e mtervxewer
(Clough & Nutbrown, 2007). These includes the ability to degi question, listen
attentively, pause, probe or prompt appropriate and enco % interviewees to

respond accordingly.

The study also analyzed the content of existing y ar xfd@ sources
(literatures and journals) on Islamic method

a%mzed The

~hous Tn order to be

i e¢tds to their Sharia
n,i escriptive in nature,

researcher would conduct a survey by visiting

able to gather information on the mode \%

compliance and compatibility. Since the udy

the study also attempts to explore th s% pt@» of the meat producers,
marketers and consumers. Malay51 ﬁj 60 the interviews would be
from around 30 plants focusing s, me]@Selangor Negeri Sembilan,
Johor Baru, Perak and Mela%p resen tjl IQ tes since Malaysia has got a
unified Halal Standard M col féﬁalal food production and general

guidelines.

J‘C/€
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1.5 SCOPE AND ATI N
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Amongst the Sh <Qated issues, t iy will attempt to unfold the effectiveness of
the involve, of the Halal slalh\termg inspection and the certifying body on
matters slaughter. The level of understanding of the slaughterers in handling
of thagniniMs meant for slaughtering. As halal meat is an integrated process involving
several interconnected stages from farm to table. Attempt is made in identifying the
method used in humane handling of the livestock. The study checks on slaughtering
and processing of the halal meat or poultry been done with certified halal raw

materials. Traceability of the product’s source, carrying the certifying authority’s



name, date, place of slaughter and time, especially imported meat or poultry locally or

from abroad. Likewise storage and transportation been done carefully to avoid

contamination.
Although it is not within the scope of this study to discuss at length the lega s of
the other related contemporary issues. Such as the differences be cutting

methods, way of slaughtering in the Christianity and Jewish faith. T% y will not
delve into the discussion of current situation about slaughtering of ople of book
(Jews & Christians) and whether they recite the name of Allah dWY:Jghter or not.
These are exhaustive topics which can be discussed separ telWengthy paper. The

research would only focus on the research questions, 11 t e' requirements of

sharia rulings that fulfill the lawfulness and wholesomgnes @ed?a.nimal,

(I)usiasion the

K d ﬂg?. doubts in
t ﬂ\e onsu;@;‘;vas properly

research would be seeking a solution that p

convincing the Muslim consumers that t]

slaughtered according to Islamic law. O

Islam, slaughtering, halal and certi f }il %at are significantly
interrelated and could be understo oknqg th ugh ous eating habit related
issues in the Muslim commumty la m sla world The importance of
investigating Sharia issues f llg @3 to the primary fact that

consumption of halal is of a1 u (,'. every Muslim. There is a direct
link between the consu jor?of @( od worshiping Allah. The Prophet is
reported to have sai ‘ b ¥ O }Jlarsgg-dhounshed with unlawful food will not
) @,
b o

enter paradise (Za \

0g7).
‘p)-'
1.6 LITERA EVI c},

Slaughter1 \Islam has been taught by the Quran, and emphasized upon by the
Proph %han fourteen hundred years ago before the introduction of any form of
tech& of the present day e.g. stunning and mechanical blade. Therefore it is
necessary to observe the rules explained by the Quran and the Prophet regarding
slaughtering. According to Othman (2007) and many figh experts like the four

(madhhab) Islamic schools of thoughts; in understanding the basics laws that govern



Islamic diet, there are three categories of food for Muslims: halal (permitted), haram

(forbidden) and mushbooh (doubtful).

Riaz and Chaudary (2004) as well opines; “among all the dietary and prohibitions
placed on Muslims by the Quran, the majority falls in the domain ofanimalT!om,
especially land animals”. Obviously meat and poultry dominate the se (N to its
concentration in terms of the permissibility and prohibition. Dhabh ( 0’h?er) which
is defined as a method of killing animal for the sole purpose ofmal&?%s meat fit for
human consumption requires a careful study and understanding&dhg*word Dhabh is
an Arabic word meaning purification or rendering some mu?&d or wholesome.
Dhabh is also called zakat in Arabic that means purifi r r‘ikin something
\9.

¥
| e 1S
Many Islamic scholars, scientists, veterinary expe Oncerpe slux@, and halal

N& hd m@’ about their

zmgl ing , ®&hnology in the

complete Zahraan (2002).

slaughterers have observed the modern slaughterfNgg m

findings. Most of them maintains that thecwn
industry e.g. mechanical slaughtering, stun n thc@’ est are not purely

SQ‘:I
Islamic. In contrary to that Taqi U51\%(2005 131 d\(kl' he majority of the
scholars of Figh hold the view that%mal lau ere%@ the people of the book

will only become lawful if they cuttNeq 1ber\'o\i vessel using a sharp object
and the slaughtering done cogfectl ccord’;gj Igl rituals. Referring to the West
is because most of the n v%n la{ slé‘@tering was introduced by them.
Details shall be discusse&ﬂ%ri lhe sidy. 4‘0%
N

\. . . Q
There have been max% 1eicam

dl!t c%'mted to halal slaughter, and the imported
meats, mostly m&ala} v‘ﬁc i@nd authority involved. Hence, this study
concentrate on §mWof the co trove@ issues in the industry regarding slaughtering
and the slaéghterhouses, and the??ayer’s perspectives regarding Sharia rulings of
slaughtem oblems and factors causing the violation of the Sharia regulations in
the glaugMgrhouses and probable solutions to those flaws regarding the handling and
producti®n of halal meat and poultry. The Quran had emphasized about the issues
regarding the rules and laws pertaining to slaughtering of those animals for food or

otherwise. Islam has got its method and teachings regarding slaughtering giving to the



Prophet. The Muslims should comply devotedly and strictly to its code and conduct.

The Quran says:

B0l ade @136 ey FU b ol ad wlyj Jﬁ\uj A oy ety ) (Ko o L1

e

“He has only forbidden upon you dead meat and the blood and the &)f swine
and that on which any other name has been invoked besides tha ah. But if

one is forced by necessity, neither desiring it, nor transgressmg its, there is
no sin upon him. Indeed Allah is forgiving Most Merciful” (Al . Al-Bagarah 2
sdda ) T

Though, it is important to note that the consumption of the rm t,thﬁ.people
of the book as said in the Quran is an exception and le. T} llr the past
n the&ple of the

hold the view that a Muslim should avoid cons h

book when halal meat is readily available, e e piao oft ok fulfill the
Islamic requirements. Imam Ibn Al- Hum T es, lmébuld not eat from
the animals slaughtered by the Jews an C hri 1a v t e times of necessity”

(Imam Shawkani, 2002). Imam Shaﬁ i ayﬂ, re 1e animal slaughtered
by a Muslim over the animal slaug by g‘i 0 ws even if it was done by
a Muslim woman in her menstr ’ St m child” (Shafii, Al-Umm.

a
vol.2 :312). (—) 2 j,'%o

O

There is also strong eco d@rgul for giving preference to halal meat
N
over the meat of the p, ffc;k. rdn ' “the food of the people of the book is

/

4

lawful for you, ar fo l‘@i them” (Al-Quran, 5:5). It is against the

spirit of this vei%lmplf‘ meat of the people of the book and not give

back to ther Islamic tradln@l slaughtered meat. The halal industry will

continue to only if Muslims support it and purchase halal meat as well. Change
tices in the halal meat industry will only take place when the Muslims
united voice demanding authentic halal meat slaughtered in accordance to

I[slamic law.

Sheikh Muhammad bin Salih Al-‘Uthaimin said in fatawa Al-Islamiyyah, “it is

necessary for everyone to know the basic principle regarding foods permissibility,
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except those things for which there is evidence of its prohibition. If we are in doubt
about whether something is permissible or forbidden, then it is permitted until it

became clear that it is prohibited. The evidence for this is in the words of Allah;

RO NI P ST EPAVVS

“He it is who created for you all that is on earth” (Al-Quran. Al-Bi‘@Z:Z%.

“The Prophet (pbuh) said, “Verily Allah has made compulsory,the §pligations - so
do not neglect them. And He has decreed the limits -do not tmess them. And
f
9

His silence about things is from His mercy, not forggtfuMess, so do not
investigate them.” (Hadith. Ad-darqutr@ 9]
NY.
il SRR sl 06"
Based on this principle, all animals are permissible unti evidgne #s .fg ibition
S

is known.” (Fatawa Islamiyah. vol.6: 220). Musk upPagedsto 1{’% effort to

\o c@ﬁe only halal

¢ pe’eived as specially

obtain halal meat of good quality; it 1s their reljgiou$obly

meat or food. For non Muslim consumers{’ od
ghes¥standa

selected and processed to achieve the qualty. For this reason

I
many non-Muslim developed great M{erght Py deo \%ﬁlal slaughtered meat
U}
%t 2 S

ho&t&e taken in its production
NS

Ny

consumption, this makes it obligatcx thavgar

(Chaudry, 2004).
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