CHAPTER 4

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS %\

The study of plants mentioned in the Quran is di Zln t IS chapter. The

4.1 Introduction

terms used for plants in the Quran were extract nd as nto three
@

classifications, which are plants with a specific nal nspecified r# _@ and

plant parts. Some plants fall under four dlffer or erthqj(aly plant,
aromatic plant, nutritious plant, or fine part s o‘ {\Y
&
Besides, the issues that hav analysed this @jy regarding the
interpretation of plants in the Qu d y Zrd ‘&uraish Shihab are the
plants associated with the pu nts of aﬁ‘t p ssomated with the power

X
of Allah, plants mentioned bI 'n th ran ts associated with the stories
of prophets and the pa nd nts go ciatéd with the favours of Allah. Their
similarities and d@@ in tli odolo(gQ@ interpretation are examined as well.
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4.2

Plant-Related Terms in the Quran

Table 4. 1: Specific Plant Names Mentioned in The Quran
p Q ’\ z

Specific Total
No. Plant Plant Terms Terms
Names Found
1 | Banana (1)¢1L3 1
2 | Camphor kw [ty 1
3 | Cucumber (1) &3 1
4 | Date Palm
5 Fig
6 | Garlic
7 | Ginger
8 | Grape
(1) <237
AN DS
9 | Lentil (1) s 1
v i o Ed PR E z ¥
10 L(@ "‘g-/,' @);\—f (D) el gie (1) B 4
A
11 | Mustard (2) J5* 2
;12 (D5 (3) &% (1) 055003 (1) G525 7

b .

v.
r)llve

66



Table 4. 1: Specific Plant Names Mentioned in The Quran, continued

Specific
No. Plant Plant Terms \h) ms
Names (ﬂ und
4
13 | Onion (1) a3 1
14 ' Pomegranate (2) S&y (W 3
& .l/
15 | Rose (1) 553 1
16 | Squash y(l)w’.,ai 1
L § &
17 | Tamarisk (1) Jf 1
b . . - o‘ P dg 20 -
18 | Zagqum (1) 8 s (AYESS) (e tl)/ JF NG
s bW
N -
Table 4. 2: Unspecifi?lﬁmmewr?i i T‘tgmuran
Unspecified Total Terms
No. Plant Names Plant Terms Found
e Mg (1) gf
1 | Crops / 8
@& s 1) g
- - . ]
2 | Herb \ |5\ = (1) ks 1
A \/ .(l)
@ A (D) pE Qs ()5S
@ sl D) a: (Dsas (1) 52400
3 | Tree 21

-

@) A2 (D5 (Dwss (2) =20

(1) 5523

(HE=; @6 (DG ()6

Vegetation P . .
M e (e ()8
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Table 4. 3: Plant Parts Mentioned in The Quran

Total
No. Plants Plant Terms Terms
Parts
Found
1 | Branch (s 1
& % < (2 v < )
(11) <58 (3) ot (2) 15 = >
. ) ) o8]
2 Fruits (1) o5 (2) 1% (2) &3 (K,;j 32
(D &""}‘éﬁj 4) 1@—{‘-’ (1 “-GSL’J V ¥
. v (1) 45\
. (2) &= (1) &5
3 Grain (@) & S : 9
(1) &33 (1) &=
4 Husk N B
5 Leaf (1) 53 2) &5 (e edi s
6 | Roots wyth) s pAD G 2
7 | Seed (D) s 1
N4 \1.9/ N
1) &
8  Shoot \(—) A 1
9 | ohoti @ul  OE el 4
Spikes > ) nr-?y ' (%‘}
Of 2Ca L1als Rl PNt
10 Loy O éw\‘%b : @L 0= s
Plants o i S
11 | Stalk (1) 0523 (1) (S &5 2
-_— ’ = -
12 Stem P RS AT (1) s 1
Trunk ) . o o o
13 ofDate (2) =33l (1) JSeps (D adTeds (Dasdieds 5
Palm ’ ’
l S): d
es4d.1, 4 PJA% p de an overview of the plant-related terms found
n that were cIa53| mto specific plant names, unspecified plant names,

nt parts. From the tables, it can be seen that by far the greatest number of terms
Oalned are for date palm, tree, and fruit groups. In general, any term or issue that is
frequently mentioned in the Quran indicates a significant message to mankind.

Besides, grape, vegetation, and grain are the second-highest terms obtained for each
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class. Grapes are widely commercialised for healthy foodstuff (Tamizi et al., 2014)
and for the production of alcoholic drinks (Jord&o et al., 2015), which both

contribute to halal and haram sustenance. On top of that, vegetation is i@t for
the sustainability of life (Fineschi & Loreto, 2020; Turner-Skoff & (ﬂ&er, 2019)
whereas grains play a big role as one of the major sources of wmod (Awika,

2011). Thus, the frequent mention of those plant terms in thg iwshows their big

N+
Table 4. 4: Category of Planti ran ’ ._t')

impact on the life of human beings.

Category of Plant Holy Plant  Aromatic Plant Nutritious Fine Particles

Plant

Jsd

Ja
Plant Name

L3y
Lensty
)

y ks
Ny

based on the specific plant names. In general, olive and lote trees are the special plant

Table 4.4 presents an overview of the category of plants found in the Quran
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considered holy plants. The fine particles category is shown to have only one kind of
plant while four types of plants are obtained for the aromatic plant. It is apparew'um
this table that the highest plant figured is for the nutritious plant. This re@cates
the importance of all the above plants especially the nutritious plant kind and

the attention people should pay to the message of the Quran behind th%.

O

4.3 Plants Associated with the Punishment of Allah : l

4.3.1 The People of Saba’ E .\d' X~
‘

P

- v S Ee Ty . % R e
%@Mzwoﬁ,&iw&b%’é:"\d‘ﬁw A ,('-G‘J ~

=

But they turned away (from the OKJ%NMA”

Sail Al-'Arim (flood released from dan\),\an

gardens into gardens produci bad ﬁ)?n
@
o

lote trees. (Al-Quran. Sabaz

N

N
The people of Saba’ wte bRsed witr'ferti f u@ens. Allah ordered them to be

gainst them
c& ted their two

s, and some few

grateful by worshinh' b% dﬁ@astray from Allah. Consequently,
b

Allah punished t?ﬁ\y

Q
bitter fruits, _@Mraﬂn Ob,cp) 5839) explained that the bad production of

L- N
the ga &’as bec‘z;u soi@ame dry. The excellent topsoil had also been
w.

N
ay by the water. ‘L&'had been replaced with sand and stones from the

a iLgt ferti rdens into poor gardens that produced

Ins during the flood.

Q Hamka (1990b, p. 5839) described JJ"T as a pine tree that grew straight upward

with scale leaves and made a whistling sound when blown by the wind. The tree was
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beautiful to look at, but it would not give the fortune to live on as well as the lote tree.

He interpreted ,-. as a lote tree which was a fruitless, bushy tree. On co@ M.

Quraish Shihab (2005c, p. 364) believed JS‘T was a fruitless tree or thou% and ;-

was a lotus with little benefits. \,z

Hamka and M. Quraish Shihab described all the plants &duced in the gardens

of the people of Saba’ after the flood were non-profit Iesi Wfor them.

= ® T
Hamka explained the factors that cause the bitterness of'fruit produced in the ardens

while M. Quraish Shihab did not provide any elaboration on that point. Hamka also
~~ N
portrayed the physical attributes of J»’"T in detail compared to M. Quraish Shihab.
(—)" \‘9’ &
N N
Surprisingly, the descriptions of both scholars on ,Qwere different. ,o. was a type

g’oﬁ"—)

- - -

of woody plant as described by Hamka while M. Quraish Shihab explained ,. as an

v~ |79)
aquatic plant. Neverth‘e;lerss from another pefspectlve tamarisk and lote tree has
I L,
nothing to do with the people of Saba’. Since both plants serve a lot of medicinal

ASNM 1) <

advantages for treating ailments (Hossain et al., 2016; Marwat, Khan, Khan, et al.,

£ N 1o N Y
2009; Sheikh & Dixit, 2015), it is irrelevant to say that they are bad plants even
4 <
L N
though they are mentioned together in the verse regarding the punishment of Allah to
A - E N |
the peoele of Saba’. A more $3alled study needs to be done on both plants in the

&
future %y

S

i
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4.3.2 Zaqqum

e it 558K
‘%M u"ﬁfbgw -

Is that (Paradise) better entertainment or the tree of Zaggum orrible
? mun

tree in Hell)? Truly, We have made it (as) a trail for the
(polytheists, disbelievers, wrong-doers). Verily! it is a tree springs

out of the bottom of Hellfire. The shoots of its fruit stalks are like the

heads of Shayatin (devils). (Al-Quran. As-Saffat 37:62, ‘\d
Zagqum tree was the source of food for the m%f hell that Qf{ m the
Yv

bottom of hell. Hamka (1990b, p. 6081) broug th r%gq qum by a

scholar and the argument among the heattNurai;ﬂ
® i

1. Quthrub stated that Zaqqu ha
2—;, ”{ &
poisonous and could lead If eﬂte
2. Zagqum was a klnd o ican dISh WasAﬁﬁ'ﬁxture of dates and cheese.

Abu Jahal used dasa @ lps@ophet Muhammad by asking it

to be served to his Sts. d d 4(/
e @)

N 9 =
M. Quraish Shi 5d, tray
!

dﬁﬂde fruits of Zagqum were awful and in a
[
horrible form(@ath werellike the h

of schol S t Zaqq
‘o" b 4

word 3]l proba

QE disease.

CE

ds of devils. He expressed a few opinions

gfz
A,
/Cw =

came from the word a.3Jl which means leprosy



. ¢s8 was derived from the word &) which was an attempt to swallow

something that was strongly disliked. \z
. Zagqum tree was a small tree with stinky leaves that could be Ni;several

barren areas and deserts. Its latex could cause swollen skin w!ﬁect contact

with the human body. V

. Some narrations said #s3;l meant the date. Z '

\d

. Zagqum tree was similar to & sl 3 >2J) as tioned infvers O‘of'tu)@? al-
=
Isra’ which was also illustrated in sura ukhw{ oil beiling in the
\9
stomach. \, {\
(,) &

\% %@é LA
And (remember) e l‘wld : “VYerily! Your Lord has
encompassed ma% e., they'are i ?1'3 GQ‘).” And We made not the
vision which \Kho d hamngj,Yas an actual eyewitness and
not as a d&) th

AI-I% but a trial for mankind, and

(Iikewisgwccu eg t qqq@entioned) in the Quran. We warn
t

m afrai t%nl()ncrease them in naught save great

and
digeii oppression,/an d@\bédience to Allah. (Al-Quran. Al-Isra’

§ §® ol 3154y

Like the boiling of scalding water. (Al-Quran. Ad-Dukhan 44:45)
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However, M. Quraish Shihab refuted the third opinion by claiming the tree grew
from the bottom of hell. Besides, Hamka (1990b, p. 6082) described the heat?m
Quraish who refused to believe that Zagqum grew in flames. They th%\' was
illogical for a tree to grow in the fire. It contradicted what they had seen on
earth. The fruit of Zaggqum was like the devils because it demonstratéd their hatred,

disgust, and despicability of them as the enemies of mankind (Eom time of Prophet

Hamka and M. Quraish Shihab believed that Zaggum WMym 0

Adam until the Day of Resurrection.
f

[ N
dishonour for the inmates of hell. Hamka highlighted the sto e he&cﬂ%ns of

0 4
Quraish toward the warning of Prophet Muhan?ﬂ!m the.Za tre%z\_&;anwhile,
M. Quraish Shihab tended to discuss the éwns a‘rﬁi origins Of‘(, word Zagqum

ut the diseussion @hose opinions, he

based on the opinions of scholars. Thr

debunked one of them when he f Was \
? @

},

Pluckin en jas “if
Qur -Qamar 54:2
4
% 5
people of ‘Ad den@e commands of Allah. They ignored the warning
fro ophet Hud and kept committing wrongdoings. Therefore, Allah sent them the
U ity of screaming wind. Hamka (1990c, p. 7049) described that the chaotic

situation prevented them from cooking and eating as everything was covered with

sand and stuff. Eventually, they fell one by one and died like uprooted trunks of date
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palms. According to Hamka’s interpretation of verse 7 from surah al-Haqgah, they

could not move because of the furious wind which causes them to starve t

Hamka (1990d, p. 7603). Therefore, their stomachs were as empty as hollws of

date palms.

Which Allah imposed on them for seven night dZight'days in
succession, so that you could see men lying ov n dest% if

they were hollow trunks of date palms! (Al-Quran. Al*Haggah 69: . Y'
N
| O
4

Meanwhile, M. Quraish Shihab (2005e, p?ﬁ)exp ine the le of ‘Ad

cover in‘s&)sed place by

were incapable to encounter the wind as i ad té’ﬁen

| | | X
tying or burying themselves in orderN e blown y by@ wind. However,

their efforts were meaningless a ‘ﬂ"nd p@b&e‘y ?S-t\lying them away, and

. 0 w, o
then dropping them to the gro . Quraish Shihab (?@Sé, p. 467) highlighted the

AN

single word for ;<! was ich mean bo@ of something or on the back
'S
2 ¢ &
oiily-kHown

of something. It wamre co %Qhe very bottom of something and for
a tree, it was it&&The E}he Ee.}&alle of ‘Ad were like the lying date palm
!
¢
trees on the % after their #00tS w&i‘e’ﬂlucked out. They died and impossibly will
%_ \Y
likegthe upfooted t-é?rks of date palms.
Y

come al %
- heople of A
\ ka understood that the’people of ‘Ad died because of starvation besides the

‘éwind throughout the calamity. In contrast, M. Quraish Shihab tended to

Ostrate in detail the condition of the people who were trying to save themselves from

the wind and explained his interpretation in terms of Arabic linguistics. However, he



did not comment anything about the hollow trunks of date palms mentioned in verse 7

of surah al-Haggah as compared to Hamka.

4.4 Plant Parts Associated with the Power of Allah

Y
R
O
X

4.4.1 Seeds/Grains

A plant comes from a seed. Allah creates seeds for the sur ozpla species and as

a food source for living things.

NESTN Stesi el

And with Him are the k&w gthe G
them but He. And H hate i
not a leaf falls, but h ows it.[ Therg isl ngb. rain in the darkness of

the earth nor anythinéresh rd t ﬁ@nen in a Clear Record. (Al-
Quran. Al- }&59) | %

N
N1 OO0 O
Ham &ge, p. 2054 se‘ﬁe@ Allah knew everything happened to a seed

S
sowed fafmer tha 'dden$ a dark place underneath the earth starting from

its ation until it becam@fant. There was no doubt that Allah knew the entire
t%s f the unseen. For instance, paddy seeds could germinate if there is water.
rwise, it would be processed into food products. Thus, the way seeds came to life

ﬁ%lf was the proof of Allah's knowledge.



Meanwhile, M. Quraish Shihab (2005f, p. 131) stated a few opinions of some

N\

1. When the Quran said Allah knew each of the grains in the darkness ‘!@arth, it

scholars:

meant the grains were difficult to find and only He knew the best.
2. Sayyid Qutb claims that it was one of the proofs of the % of the Quran

whose source was impossible coming from a man. Hu ughts would not

reach the observation about each seed hidden in the andldarkness of the

earth. The maximum extent of his attention might be t eds that lanted.into
oot | &
the ground and awaited sprouting. =
N\
From M. Quraish Shihab's (2005f, p. 132) perspectiv }dgscribe “there is not a

grain in the darkness of the earth” in@cts.

D

i.  the motion of growth and deelopment.:\_\

ii.  arising from within to t e. O

“« Q-
o . | NG
iii.  from hiding and serenit clar ovem@.
[

Hamka iIIustra% life phasesthat Ez%ned to the seed by giving the

his cla% Hamka provided the example of the

germination ({Nad seed: s[forcga}theast Asian people, paddy was widely

known as @1’

with t %S aroundihis fomntg%\ty for them to understand the power of Allah
‘A :

' 4
e of stapléyfoad. H@ka explained the seed mentioned in the Quran
N
cl the contrary, M. Q&Rish Shihab preferred to put forward the opinions of
%cholars that discussed the limitation of human knowledge and the miracle of
0 Quran as the source of knowledge. He concluded the meaning of the seed
mentioned, which emphasized from the absence of something to its existence could

only be done by Allah.
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4.4.1.2 Allah is the Cleaver of Seeds and Fruit Pits

Seeds and fruit pits

" Ny

¢ '“ ke /C”ﬁ/ WY 7 -~ - -7 K B/i - ...:'d < st
4 2555 “h&\gys@\wwxé};j«;‘;ﬁ\w@\éé;csjﬂ\;g;\f;/\sﬁgf
ne (

=

Verily! It is Allah Who causes the seed grain and the fruit-sto e

date-stone) to split and sprout. He brings forth the living from the dead,

. Al-An’am

l

NY.

All fruit pits and seeds are cleaved like mango rian. The r ts's@once

and it is He Who brings forth the dead from the livin .WS Allah,
then how are you deluded away from the truth? ( -an

6:95)

%4

they get the energy from the soil. Hamka (19 . 1% sed.t\h)Y? humans
fro:i‘ th rminq@g;f seeds and

pits. People should observe how ama a_goconut g Log@ y, how could the

soft stuff inside the coconut break%ard sh M$ee @wing until it forms a

could take a lot of lessons about the miracleyof li

.

N,

harder trunk compared to the% he fife c of <tggg%oconut remains unseen

which could not be resolved b an[t AOnly A@h the Almighty is capable to

govern the life of cre% hu r‘l‘k'ind@ild believe in the existence of
Allah by contemplaﬁ%the e\‘ \"‘N eds @uit pits cleaved. According to M.
Quraish Shihab{(egmnces \b'mg ags'prouting seeds and fruit pits shows the
power of Allai™Based an t'he ook o@muntakhab fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Karim or

N7 S e the
also kn% Tafsir al- takhah!}hlhab (2005f, p. 208) explained the nutrients
X .
and substances needed for a see}(o carry out its growth phases. A plant manages to
\

f \tomplete life cycle when it bears fruits to produce another batch of seeds or

@ pits. This is to ensure the constant survival of current species to pursue a new life.
h

e cycle of life and death in nature through seed germination and its growth is the

-
@D i
—h
o
=
D

sign of the certainty of the Resurrection Day and the power of Allah to raise the dead.
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Both Hamka and M. Quraish Shihab explained the process of seeds and fruit pits
cleaving in different ways. Hamka took mango, durian, and coconut, which m
native fruits of Southeast Asia as an example to demonstrate that Allah @olute
power in controlling life. Hamka also emphasised the wisdom of Gof&ow Allah
Himself taught man to be aware of His existence through His creation. Nevertheless,

M. Quraish Shihab referred to the book of al-Muntakhab fi T, fsMur’ﬁn al-Karim
|Z th

to describe the scientific facts of seeds and fruit pits in po e ,oower of Allah.

He stressed the proof that Allah is capable to bring the to life. .\d
L ]

S
s \)‘Z“

>

And a sign for them is the d and. W

from it grains, so that th rew

A barren land becomes a Fm{ﬁj;%g/lt is fertile. According to Hamka
(1990b, p. 5992)@ of Jra'n seed @ as paddy and dates could be planted

N

with the poteg’Moo yields-based QL)\(tbfe condition of the soil as long as the land

was nouri ead of dead. The yield was valuable because people depended on it
'

as thei Wesides, mk{(lgs‘ﬁc, p. 6861) discussed that the grains were brought

: ; N

verse 9 of surah @acf?meant the Quran encouraged humans to do farming

fok
‘é necessities. Allah created rain bringing fertility and richness as a blessing to

Onkind. Thus, Muslims were obligated to pay zakat as a sign of gratitude for the

abundant favours because Allah knows how happy people were when the harvest time



came. On the other hand, M. Quraish Shihab (2005c, p. 537) discussed the grains in
general that Allah produced from the earth as food for mankind. It was such aw&r
when the grains could be produced from the land that was once dea@over,
rainwater fertilised the land so that the product from the grains of thé'* could be
harvested as Allah mentioned in Surah Qaf. He asserted that Allah raiSed the dead to

life on the Day of Resurrection by demonstrating it through thg 5W

Hamka and M. Quraish Shihab portrayed the grai wi e' perspective for

people to understand the power of Allah. Hamka prgvidedthe exam a‘coszon
| - | &
plant in the Middle East and Southeast Asia in ex ng the grains.“This wa§because
’ N~
lated t

plants grew according to the suitable local envirepment. S @mportance

of grains, rain, and land fertility in enhafci riculture heIEE 0 improve the

ber oQuslims who could
A

pay zakat increased. Furthermor :a;(bg 3&%1 he %Its of the agricultural
o
‘%n a5

y rate<of cietyA compared to Hamka, M.

standard of living of human beings especi whe{he

economy helps in reducing t

Quraish Shihab did not_inte e grains i tail.-é}simply described it as a food
[

source for human beings that p% dm(:f[j&est if the land for the crops was

nourished with w, ehﬂoreovler, theyemphasiséd that the bigger wisdom behind the

N
cycle of grain Mtio from the :clopugat to show that Allah had the true power in
bringing t@qo Iifeé‘?s rec k&?bay.
’ S
A <
\
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4.4.2 Fruits

(%@ B s wfju’ \\_A&
See you not that Allah sends down water (rain) from the s We
produce therewith fruits of various colours, and among e mauntains

are streaks white and red, of varying colours and (ot y black.
(Al-Quran. Fatir 35:27)

The rain has nourished the earth which resulted in the abundan p‘l nt'that
grow all over the place. Hamka (1990b, p. 592 ed a bun h fI’UI s gumes
tubers, and nuts. For instance, there are app pom

rambutan, mangosteen, langsat, coco@dr it

sapodilla, soursop, avocados, corn, wheat, e, eet

e, grape e durian,

eda me starfruit,

0, &Qs pumpkin, bitter
gourd, pepper, and fennel. All thésg plants %r a re he earth. They would
not be produced if the earth i ‘%rls mw&fw As for M. Quraish Shihab
(2005c, p. 463), he expres t the frui o@ consisted of various colours,
forms, flavours, and%as N self Qg)uld not create such diversity.

O

Furthermore, he x the ‘mrac of th@ranlc verse by highlighting how the

trees could p@&a variety o frults though they are watered with the same

*

/

o’

g
'S?
L

C

0 He it is Who sends down water (rain) from the sky; from it you drink

and from it (grows) the vegetation on which you send cattle to pasture.
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With it He causes to grow for you the crops, the olives, the date palms,
the grapes, and every kind of fruit. Verily! In this is indeed an evident
proof and manifest sign for people who give thought. (Al-Quran. z

Nahl 16:10-11) :

From the verses of surah An-Nahl, Hamka (1990f, p. 3894) stated that plants

depended on water to produce good fruits. The fruits are ess wmankmd Fruits
found in the West and the East are all watered with the s er V\'hlch Is the rain,
but they come in various types and flavours. In this text, he S|sed that

everything did not happen by chance except by the of Allah p‘o@ould
ponder all these signs. On the other way arou ur |sh‘fS (200\3~ pp. 195-

196) categorised olives, date palms, and as the m bene@al or popular
plants in Arab society, the place wr\ uran wa eaI@QNIah creates the
fastest withered up to the Iongest plants\o\t Qihht provides the most
benefits. Olive is one of the I |n rees. Dates ¢ \be eaten ripe or unripe,

RN

easily plucked, very nutr|t| high i J) which means dates are used
! 0

viewed ndlca}e b}/ Ie@ of the date palm tree was very beneficial as
b4

compared to'grapes (Shihab, 2&5 p. 196). Grapes are the fruit that is consumed as
\

a od or haram drinks. Besides, al-Biga’i also claimed that the fruits that Allah
Q created in this world are only a part of what would be served in paradise. lbn
hur also understood the word <\ .3l in the verse as some fruits that are known in a
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certain region. Indeed, every tribe or region has specific fruits that are not found
elsewhere. Another opinion said that there is an indication of some fruits thatYHUt

require rainfall. q

In conclusion, Hamka listed many types of plants along with examples. By
mentioning a lot of the fruit names, he acknowledged the plants as tz wealth of the
earth. He also discussed the importance of water to plants regvsof their types and

the responsibility of mankind to reflect the power of God. anwrlile, M. Quraish

Shihab described the value of fruit in terms of its characteristics Hélhdﬁat lah
! N
is the Creator of the fruits implicitly and at the ime emphasisés th khtcf\?lledge
J

behind the miracle of the Quranic verse. He wphw impgz?ga?q;e of the
i . Qufﬁ Shihab also

trees that exist around Mecca as the r’tl ing ‘g
discretely explained the olives, datesN pe as S pOil@ out the views of

scholars regarding the fruits Wheri%wka 0

443 Leaf

(Al-Quran. Al-An’am
6:59)

N
@ka (1990e, p. 205’3(;) stated that the leaves grow and fall alternately

%ng to the seasons throughout the year. The process of fallen leaves is within the

Oleedge of Allah. The leaves contribute to fertilising the soil for new plants. Allah

knows best of everything even the whole process of the phenomena. In a tropical



country like Indonesia, the phenomenon of fallen leaves could be seen through the
local tree such as the Surian tree. Hamka believed that the plant experts were t

who understand that the phenomenon is known by Allah and not as jus llen

\
leaves. On the other hand, M. Quraish Shihab (2005f, p. 131) supported the view of

Sayyid Qutb that human beings could not express a fallen leaf wheg"discussing the

breadth of knowledge. Such a description is only uttered by thg CW. Allah says:
And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that i ), WS
them but He. And He knows whatever there js in the land and sea; \ ¢

o » | &
not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is grain in the es@i
4
the earth nor anything fresh or dry but is the'n i }QIQ Recor@(Al-

Quran. Al-An’am 6:59). CV W &

Meanwhile, M. Quraish Shihab %p. 13@\'93d @t\ta leaf falls, but He
6 e,
.
N ,}j A
i.  the transition of eaWife,’ : %
ii. free-fall motion and rapid mowk fron top to bottom
m’ oy

iii.  the life to& rugtibn. %%

N

e
Hamk he fn&lo j'tha}(mb of leaves through the four seasons cycle
and give wmpjs f aro ca@al tree. He also explained the real function of
' a5

the fallen leaves which indicat djgt Allah created everything with a reason. Hamka

>

knows it’ into three aspects:

A . N . . .
S Mntly pointed out that Allah's knowledge is beyond the mind of human beings.

0 nwhile, M. Quraish Shihab referred to the opinion of a scholar regarding the
I

len leaf and stressed the interpretation of the leaf from the physics perspective.
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4.4.4 The Whole Plant

Vegetation, green stalks, clustered grain, the date palm, its spathe come forth was

of dates, grapes, olives, pomegranates, fruits, and trees. q

,,/}o 5=

G J&f,,puﬁ;;;\s B B0 e e T 2 T el

==

2 _

PRE A LA A T I TP N AR AN | ST
LERTS S Y@:a;zﬁ%/ﬁ&b :
it

It is He Who sends down water (rain) from the sky,

forth vegetation of all kinds, and out of it We forthygr s,

@
from which We bring forth thick clustered grain, And out of d aIr&'
and its spathe come forth clusters of dat ging Iow nd“near, @

garden of grapes, olives, and pomegran in kind).yet

n the)qglvn to
ereégsigns for

X |l
And it is He Who produces ard elfi nd untrellised, date palms,

and crops c&%nt sf{ape taste.@aelr fruits and their seeds) and
0

olives, an&n rand i ar (| d) and different (in taste). Eat of
their fr th r|p pagfﬂwe due thereof (its Zakat, according

rder 10" or n the day of its harvest, and waste not
agan iy, H es not Al-Musrifan (those who waste by

vagance). (Al- Qura@f -An’am 6:141)

0‘% L CEEN IS [N IS NN s
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And your Lord inspired the bees, saying: “Take you habitations in the
mountain and in the trees and in what they erect. (Al-Quran. An-Nale.

16:68) \
The rainfall causes the growth of various plants regard@ztheir colours,

Hamka’s Interpretation

sizes, and types. |25 means green which indicates the plants Qat produce fruits and

grains (Hamka, 1990e, p. 2121-2122). It is a sign of fertility. Th rMs,the‘zegrth

. . i B
become fertile. Many green plants provide stac fruits for hu I ke&&e?nanas,

s

attention to date palms. The date palmﬁwoducéﬁ dates in ers which are
d

incredibly delicious. It is an important or the earli peo@who received the

Quran. Besides, there are some f m th ecies“that are similar to each
6 v,

other while some are not lik e, olive, and o‘ﬁwe@'&te. The fruits consist of

different colours and swe or rxa the‘@are various types of bananas

|
raj ?nz{l?’p,'jarum, lidi, and tembatu even

corns, and others. Therefore, among these kindvant 5 ﬁa S maﬁ&;d to pay

co 'vari@_/, of fruits could be found abundantly.
¢ ? C—)
Everythin%ﬂot' y su})ri g ‘and q@gzing, let alone when the fruits were ripe. By
observiw ppre&a@) cr@gn of fruits, a man would feel the spark of faith

A ert

that has guaranteed the\@fect life for mankind on earth and understand that

Al\the Creator.

Q Apart from that, Allah does not create trees for human consumption alone but

also as a habitation for the bees (Hamka, 1990f, p. 3932). For instance, the Sialang

86



tree in West Sumatera is the bee's favourite tree for making beehives. Allah also

inspires the bees to eat fruits or various kinds of fragrant flowers in the forestv

gardens. Humankind should think of how orderly the life of bees i@ ing

beehives. This would increase the faith of the believers in Allah's p regulate

the life of His creatures in this world. Q
M. Quraish Shihab’s Interpretation : l
Allah brings forth green plants from the various plants thMuon h.

N
Thickly clustered grains are produced from the g lants thatfori allg eé;% from
s b 3
ur’ﬁn@-!(aﬁm, M.

ut the“ereation process

a single grain. Based on the book aI-MuntakW'H Tafsi

Quraish Shihab described the fruit maturCWases thro

in terms of nutrient composition and che
216-217). Only plants could tr e Nutk

6 o
animals. On top of that, the gﬂ ubstaw IeavAd&hich is the chlorophyll is
beneficial for the haemog?vin t’e human b

Advances in science ha

reaction i

/

to protect against diseases.

Qrpq{potence of Allah. The command

@
in the Quranic v@ﬂ)ur@aﬂs to<.$ady the development of plant science.
[ uhdersta

Only the bel MWO Id nd (h} power of Allah over plants because
¢ z C—)
knowledg@fait is uSeless. (J

Ko

S , M. Quraish Sﬁ'ih@OOSf, pp. 314-315) interpreted that verses 99 and

14ﬁq~8urah Al-An’am are ir%jrelated where the Quran emphasises the creation and
queness of plants such as dates, olives, and pomegranates. Date palm trees
duce clusters of dates containing a lot of nutrients, which have become good

sustenance for mankind. If there is no water supply to the land, it would be dead land
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and no plants could grow. Furthermore, some plants may grow on several stems from
a root or standing alone that are watered with the same water. However, tw
produced varies in flavour, size, colour, and shape. Plants could only flguri the
presence of water. That is how Allah raised the dead in the hereaf@*ople who
observe and think about the uniqueness of plants and fruits would surely understand

the reasons behind every creature as well as the signs of the greatness/of Allah.

Additionally, M. Quraish Shihab (2005f, p. Iiw idea of

Fakhruddin al-Razi about the sequence of the words yegetatton, date, ,Oliv?emd
S

pomegranate in the verse was very compatible ecise. Vegetation 1s Ynlbntioned

first because they are food while fruits are the Wts . The fn@%’ should be

o‘r:tﬂa n fruits» Moreover, the

date is mentioned first among those Mds Qi

staple food for the Arabs, whic :as )e %ar%’o @ceive the Quran. The
“
eclal f@ilth many benefits. On the

other hand, olive is a very Wfruitllt IS on \cause of the taste but also the
|

s

stated after the vegetation because food % im

cause~it could replace the

grape is mentioned afterward eitis

benefit of its extraction. Tt could simgl akr(jgst like that or peeled. Pomegranate

is also an awes e\hit antl only) these ‘@'r fruits are mentioned in the verse
’ o
representing Mits. 5 ! 3

’
&
Onfto that,,f\ ah }e te&@s for various functions and one of them is the
habitation of bees. The bees g%&? specific trees to make beehives. According to
\

2005g, p. 283), bees make their hives separately before they put them on the

6§'n5tead of making trees as the hives. <14l is the plural noun for 5.\ which means

fruit. Bees do not eat the fruits but in precise, bees suck the flowers before they
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become fruits which shows that the Quran uses the style of majaz mursal. Surely only

those who think could understand the power of Allah in governing all creaturesYV

N

In summary, Hamka and M. Quraish Shihab magnified the pow %Iah by

explaining the relationship between man, nature, and the hereafter. Hamka thterpreted

2= In terms of the green colour as a symbol of fertility for the tige in producing fruits

while M. Quraish Shihab explained it in terms of the a ntzf frulit produced. As
00

compared to Hamka, M. Quraish Shihab referred t of.al- takhab fi
@

Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Karim as the main reference f ientific fact. He fitf\ the

scientific explanations of plants from the book followe the Winion of
NV

Fakhruddin al-Razi on the justification of the frui se the v He stressed

the necessities of the growing plant@ as the
associated it with the power of AIIa@s the Imd.
A@ |

o
Meanwhile, M. Quraish hlighted' the zéaation of water and the

or mankind and

_1
—
Em

forms of trees in produck \s th" the um‘zgresurrection by Allah in the

hereafter. Concerning% as a place r‘_tgeelb'es, Hamka mentioned the most

&
preferred tree by wile ,\,| \m Shi@ook the scholar’s opinion, Tahir Ibn
Ashur. Lastly, He{ka xpla frui é&é flowers as the source of food for bees,
% i

Quraish aﬁ'd(s_grlbed in terms of Arabic linguistics for the

and contrarily,
o
word ‘filitp and the wa ?consu?% flowers as food.

~
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4.5 Plants Mentioned as Parables in the Quran

The parable verses in the Quran have a high value in civilisation because th&trgture

of the language is revealed by Allah to touch the heart of mankind andjrg@tes the

mind to think more deeply (Jaapar et al., 2020). Mohamed (2018) explaineéd that the
parables in the Quran are one of the unique ways that Allah usesyto convey his
commands and prohibitions to human beings as they are Iw understandable.
Therefore, the plant element in the parables is a kind of interaetion of Allah towards

His servants to teach them moral lessons. ® Y'

4)3,/

2
e
)

\\z

% O
The likeliness of tho m

Q—
pen ealth e way of Allah is as
itgr

the likeliness of afgrain'(of corn) 5/ S€ ars, and in each ear has
a hundred grams Il glv%E dein crease to whom He wills. And
Allah is AII u ent fcf ature eds All-Knower. (Al-Quran.

Al- Baqar 2: ) (EQ
2 .9

Ha Oa pﬁll t@‘(hat Allah multiplied the rewards of goodness
he s

by gl g mples of p diX of the coconut tree, palm tree, and paddy. He
Ay

..4?

S|sed that sacrificing we\lth to uphold the path of Allah would not be damaging

$tead is profitable. On the other hand, M. Quraish Shihab (2005b, p. 567)

cribed that a fruitful tree comes from a growing seed in the soil. If the soil created

by Allah could provide that much, then people do not need to hesitate to plant their



wealth in the hands of Allah. Their confidence in the land should not exceed their

confidence in the Creator of the land. Y-
All in all, Hamka explained the parable of grain that Allah used s&yng the

example of native plants of Southeast Asia which his community was familiar with
and easily understand. Contrarily, M. Quraish Shihab clari% by making a

comparison of the power of Allah in rewarding mankind wwhﬂt life that started

from the soil. l

N
| S
45.2 The Resurrection of the Dead from the e
b 4 \/Y'

Mu,uwm’”wuu;;ue‘;s 5»;7@%“ RN (e
R AN ¢ <~ g 2 ,/,/L{/;—’/7l
SO "J; S LA

N
And it is He Who sends t dsms eralds of g@u tidings, going

before His Mercy (rai ey ave ed a heavy-laden
cloud, We drive it to thails dead, then cause water (rain) to

descend thereor% We produc e{/egbqnd of fruit therewith.
Similarly, We shall r

5' @Vyou may remember or take
heed. (Al- qQ&A ‘raf 7:5

$

C\ Y c,)(.z
rr%gv g, W) escr.éed <\ .3l as vegetation. Dry seeds and grains

only gxmn there is water nqg:/en the arid land would be covered with grass. He

i %@ed the plant life of the four seasons weather, dry season, and wet season. There
also few parts of the world where no plant could live on. Despite everything,
mans could irrigate the dead land with the development of technology. Thus, if

mankind observes what happens between plants and water, raising the dead is easy for

91



Allah, and all mankind should believe in Judgment Day (Hamka, 1990g, pp. 2405-
2406). Meanwhile, M. Quraish Shihab (2005h, p. 127) explained that AIIahva
the dead land with rain, where the land becomes a place for plants to gr@ bear

fruits. This means that Allah could change anything from a state o istent to

existence like how Allah brings the dead to life when the time comes.?

Both Hamka and M. Quraish Shihab concluded that as the power to

is w plant, or
even Judgment Day. Hamka defined <.\ as etation in whigh pI’ant\R"live
$ R\

according to weather and certain areas of the causeddiffereft pI@' produce

as the é}a component

bring anything to life and from absence to existence r

different kinds of plants. He stressed the importance

for any plant to survive and therefore,\%use their' ige <ﬁndeveloping the
irrigation system. Hamka beIiev%t the Tre r;@ﬁon on the Day of

N
Judgment is like the growth of%s of ﬁlants his @1 However, M. Quraish
\ ﬁj \
i I

wa

t is’ monly l% as well as emphasised the

Shihab defined <. as fr.
? N
water as a necessity for plants, normafl th(Qg rain.
N | %(J
&
45.3 Descr@ft Tre ijﬂth ith

N

=z e, 6// /,{ 2o S0 —— " - '3) < 3
) 93 E=0 2 UICANAT éf'aﬁ_”) ;JQJE%}?KL&\; el
N € 5B ghon LTS A ot

See you not how Allah sets forth a parable? A goodly word as a goodly
tree, whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e.,
very high). Giving its fruit at all times, by the Leave of its Lord, and Allah

sets forth parables for mankind in order that they may remember. And the
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parable of an evil word is that of an evil tree uprooted from the surface of

the earth, having no stability. (Al-Quran. Ibrahim 14:24-26) Y'

A good word is like a good tree with firm roots and high branctt%wmka
(1990f, p. 3807-3808) described it as the word of Islam, which is hada, the
Muslim declaration of faith. It was also considered the Tree of Lifefor the Tree of

Light. A good tree needed nutrient elements from the air and thw. It would keep

producing fruits despite the change of weather and %K faitr of a Muslim.

Besides, a bad tree means shirk (polytheism). Hamka Of, p.s3 imterprets that
L 2

the bad tree is either a dangerous tree in the surroun at could se re'y 'nﬁ' the

humans or a non-beneficial tree. A tree in | répresents the faith @Muslim.

Meanwhile, M. Quraish Shihab (2005g, p452)) plai;r\e

ta go@;rd is like a
v@‘and the branches

e@ssion of Allah. Allah

good tree with a strong root that coul og@uproote

grow highly upward that bear frui@bthe ti@\;\$e

made the parables for man ik the Abstr (mea@s through the concrete

&

matters, so they always re er%bd. T re, h imed that the evil word was
azy fruit at all

Sohe@iwolars argued that the good tree

&

was the date palm tr%e w arrgxyelated to Ibn Umar:
A S

* /}aégﬁm o ey e & Lo 30 6

JAS piad C,g.&fs/mi’* @(:j,d\JLu L

like a tree that did no

4, ’é:’.,w 4 Bisdn &@ﬂw’*ﬁ o JE Lzt L BE o
Afjjdwﬁamw\ ;bjwydsfwuduwff)\
\ NG e f) s 0T s

The Prophet said, "The example of a believer is like a green tree, the
leaves of which do not fall." The people said. "It is the such-and-such
tree: It is the such-and-such tree.” I intended to say that it was the date
palm tree, but I was a young boy and felt shy (to answer). The Prophet
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said, "It is the date palm tree." Ibn "Umar added, " | told that to "Umar
who said, 'Had you said it, | would have preferred it to such-and-such
thing." (Hadith. Al-Bukhariyy. Kitab al-Adab. Bab Ma La Yustahya 1&2

al-Haqq Littafaqquhi fT al-Addin: # 6122)¢ : (0

M. Quraish Shihab (2005g, p. 53) pointed out the benefits of IR date palm tree
and its fruit. Other scholars argued that the good tree was th Wtree because of
Ce

its entire use which indicates one’s faith. However, deter t)'pe of tree is not

that important according to Tabatabaei. Besides, M. Qu Shihab e‘d that the

| | 9, &
hadith narrated by al-Bukhariyy is enough to prove ree meant h‘ v;{s; thus
there is no need to look for more. Based on thew eris{ od tree; the good
T
word means the word of faith. \/ 0\ é
- )

Both Hamka and M. Quraish Shi claifi O(KQE symbolised the

ed
Muslim faith. According to Haméctmoog Q%(e en&b word of the shahada.
s for it

o
s welsgrowth v@—is a parable to the life and

N

faith of a Muslim. He deWetap*r fo hl tS. the Tree of Life or the Tree of
1S-900

Light. If the tree is good, so the_lif€ d‘a’@ vice versa. Similarly, if a tree is

O

surrounded by g }uents, then wou@come a great tree and produce great

N
fruits that repﬁme faith,of a }Jtlim,gﬂlah integrates the greatness of a good tree
h.

n ther hand, M. Quraish Shihab explained that

with the ﬁ%of on Hs?
Allah we tree to hov\; its "@bstract meaning of it as a lesson for mankind.

S
NV
Dlw the evil tree, he described it as a fruitless tree while Hamka portrayed it as

He described the tree's necesshiK

ful tree that may affect humans physically in various ways or it is just a useless

0&. Moreover, M. Quraish Shihab pointed out the different opinions of scholars

6 Al-Bukhariyy. Sahth al-Bukhariyy. (trans.) M. Muhsin Khan. 2009. Sahih Bukhari. Riyadh:
Darussalam Publishers. Vol. 8. p. 1362.
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about the good tree in the verse by stating a related hadith and the advantages of the
tree. He also mentioned the opinion of Tabatabaei, who was a Shiite scholar ,
2006; Eliash, 1977). However, his action could cause controversy and c@}nong
the Muslims since many Shiite opinions are clearly against the QuranﬂMadiths. In

fact, the Sunni sect is the only school of thought that follows the teaangs of Prophet

Muhammad (PBUH) (Pejabat Mufti Wilayah Persekutuan [;M , 2018). All the
e

se of its extremism

L stwtating his

"X
viewpoint, M. Quraish Shihab emphasised the U@Nry of @ mo inldiﬁg\tudy
s N~

of the tree type meant by the Quran. Y. N
(\/; W\ -
4.5.4 Scales of Justice for the Humm

NS

Sunni scholars have rejected the Shiite sect as part of Isl

in religion (Majlis Agama Islam Selangor [MAIS],

And We shall se(up bznces of’justi an ay of Resurrection, then

none will be dealt wi unjww tHi ¢ And if there be the weight of
a mustard 5@3 will|brin it. And icient are We to take account.

(AI-Qurar\Q biya

g Z/g)ﬁ 3 7 ,.//1‘ Nz — ’/{J/,T 7wl W22 A\ T3\ oo
g NS 550 3 0B I35 2 55 JE o) s b

“O my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of mustard
seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah
will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle (in bringing out that grain),

Well-Aware (of its place). (Al-Quran. Lugman 31:16)
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Allah has set up the scales of justice on the Day of Judgment. Every single act
humankind has done would be judged even though it is only as small as a w
seed. Hamka (1990h, p. 5569) stated that despite its size as the tiniest s@}}ould
still be weighed and appear on the scale on which Allah woulo'&mine the
judgment for the person. Even if it is hidden from anyone like the hiddgn mustard seed
under the rock, in the heavens, or the earth, Allah still know: it}h/is the assurance
by Allah that everything is in His knowledge, especially t mo re sincere with

their deed but are not appreciated by people because o rldly ymatters#The parable

"y
s that Allah i t'e‘@just.

of the mustard seed with the scales of justice demon

Moreover, M. Quraish Shihab asserted that

of{ mus@g seed to

i ntific,ésgz:rch. Shihab
hab@f} mentions it has

describe the lightness of something is accuate

(2005c, p. 134) emphasised the fact w >rsir al-M
been discovered that one kilogram %mustar \eslgo

seeds. Therefore, one mustard%/eighg on
around one milligram, whi }h

I
e Il st grain k@\m to mankind up until the

present time. Thus, th often lused by 'th@uran to indicate something very
’ ¢ &
small and delicate. l % %
&

: Ny
Hamka a@u als‘h b portrayed that Allah used the mustard seed as a
ale

>

g@f as many as 913 000

N
ut per thousand grams or

’
of j tic7to hov@:us servants how precise and just He was in

parable fo%
judgm ‘@nka as{o déthe réﬁoning of mustard seeds in the Quran as Allah's

N
as or mankind with tmE&nﬂicts that often occur among people. As compared

ka, M. Quraish Shihab cited the scientific fact about the mustard seed from

dsir al-Muntakhab.



455 The Moon

4 nops s e Sty \Y'
( i

And the moon, We have measured for mansions (to traversnM;

returns like the old dried curved date stalk. (Al-Quran. Yasin 3?},

The shape of the moon depends on the moon phase of rent time such as
the crescent, half-moon, and full moon. Allah compares% e.m\')o:ﬁases with
a dried curved date stalk. Hamka (1990b, p. 600Q) illustrated!the dfonQed a

N

e ’ja alk or

crescent in the early phase and it ends with a c t as well [lik

s b 3§
ing trﬁ_\ﬂ'owers that

coconut stalk. He described the stalk as a partwm tree™pro
would become fruit. He also explained qE partoath an thesstalk on a palm

—+

tree called leaf base. On top of that, M:%Quraish (Shih Z(E)éap. 542) described

342 as a young fresh stalk thécaﬂea gllowish cw\;}d stalk when it is old
which is the parable of the fi \on lv

would normally@Q rwa
% ‘P2 .9

In c@g the stalk /mentio n the parable, Hamka associated it with the
s’

le ot tr

and coc e. BOfH trees are native to the Middle East and Southeast

S

AWp ctively. He gave thekxample according to the environment of the Arabs and

date p

iety. It could be seen clearly when he elaborated on another part of the tree by

Ooducing two other types of palm trees. This is to ensure that society understands

better when they are given the example with something familiar to them. On the other
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hand, M. Quraish Shihab described the physical condition of the young and old stalk
to explain the comparison of the true picture of the appearance of the moon v?ﬂe
stalk. He also highlighted the moon movement with the journey of huma%\h this

world which shows the power of Allah in governing His creation. A

4.5.6 The Expansion of Islam

“J‘“C ijww@uji :
s ik oall 0565 S0 1

Muhammad is the Messenger oprn

severe against disbelievers, a merC|fuI \ng\t emse You see them

bowing and falling down pr t (m,prayer), ekmg}ounty from Allah

and (His) Good Pleasur emi(i. e e|r Faith) is on their
faces (foreheads) fro ace of prostration(d urlng prayers). This is
their descrlptlon n rah. B tth des@lon in the Injeel (Gospel)

is like a (sowniej ich S ﬂ‘ §hﬂot then makes it strong, and

becomes th& stanlals straight onn%stem delighting the sowers, that
He may énrage“the v@them Allah has promised those

among %/vho I|ev i.ef, all those who follow Islamic Monotheism,

the % of P aparg haghvad till the Day of Resurrection) and do

W good’ d s,forgi‘cness, and a mighty reward (i.e., Paradise).
h&guran. Al-Fath 48:&&}’

lah narrated in the Quran that the Gospel has mentioned the expansion of
%I

s is like a growing plant producing its shoots and stems which become bigger

Q d stronger over time. Hamka (1990c, p.6803) affirmed the seed of Islam sowed by

Prophet Muhammad grew well until it is difficult to be cut down by any means. As a
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result, this situation built enrage in the hearts of unbelievers. The earliest people to
embrace Islam were the people in Mecca who symbolised the shoots of the pla

as Siti Khadijah, Abu Bakr, Ali ibn Abi Talib, and Zaid bin Harithah. T er of
Muslims continued to grow throughout their migration to Medina andAg conquest
of the City of Mecca. Islam keeps spreading to entire Arabia and the whole world until
the present day. He also cited from the Gospel of John that theteachings of false
prophets certainly would not be successful which is contradi e S aria of Prophet

Muhammad. It could not nourish the seed of Islam as i estn Wd not bear

expressed _@f Ibn
ies{ﬁr Mu@mad and

his people through the parable of the seéd, sowed bﬂ th ower.ﬁ.ustrates the

continuous expansion of Islam all ovekad O
\E Y
Hamka described the journ;o roxv to l\)me a strong tree with

]
the history of the early tim am a it s&& to the entire world. He

further explained by m Wable }f im

of another species abou the fake .ﬂr -‘hqeﬂ}ioned in the Gospel of John. In

grapes. Meanwhile, M. Quraish Shihab (2005e, p.

Ashur based on the Gospel of Mathew about t

ibi i@br a kind of plant to bear fruit
contrast, M. Qur ab s‘nply ferre@lbn Ashur in portraying the meaning

N
behind the pa the rowi trele 'E_f;gts/ Hamka discussed the parable in terms of

the ways | w while (S‘ﬁlhab pointed out the qualities of Muslims.
4

RN
'~
N

.\/
\C-j
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4.6 Plants Associated with the Stories of Prophets and the Past Events

4.6.1 Prophet Muhammad

4.6.1.1 The Date Palms : q
uw»@

- 552

To3R g, ot A B 52853

What you (O Muslims) cut down of the palm-trees (of tthy), or

you left them standing on their stems, it was by L Allah, and in
order that He might disgrace the Fasiqan (the re e isLbedi nt
to Allah). (Al-Quran. Al-Hashr 59:5) "
Y
| S
Hamka (1990c, p. 7251) described that t te"palm {r ntio@' were the

trees that belong to the tribe of Nadir whieh was"cut dﬁ)w the @x;ns with the
permission of Allah because they @inst A nd Ci(j*Messenger. The

members of the tribe start to under@%that the %ei g@sieged seriously after
N

seeing their trees cut down. N%gle an a st <t$‘:?iy|oocrites dared to help

them even after a few treei rmer:[ Th@any surrendered when they

saw the strength of th ims. On the other h’and)’l. Quraish Shihab portrayed that
’ $ &
I a [

n cious date palm trees of the Jews.

Shihab (2005i, w 09) e?9§ a fe@pinions of scholars about aJ:
3
% P 5 S

1. ans all kinh tes except the ajwa.
| X o |
type of bright yello@ﬁe. The seed seems to be visible with soft flesh as if

\r\/hen eating it, the teeth immersed in it because of its softness. According to

QE al-Razi, the date is initially white like a pearl, then it gradually turns to grey,

then green like an emerald soaked in water before it becomes reddened like
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Yaqut and eventually yellow. Therefore, it is called (<.J) which is taken from

Whatever the meaning is, it is clear that ) is one of the mo?&ial types of

Mt damaging the

e Je\l/ish put them in

M

| &

Hamka described the seriousness of Muslims% fightir}g the Jews wlv.opposed

N
\oﬁdate p%j@?ees showed
i hiIeM. uraish Shihab

the word (&s) which means colour because it is colourful.

date. Prophet Muhammad only cut down two to six date pal

whole Jewish settlement. However, the materialistic attitu

great sadness even though they only lost a few trees.

Allah and Prophet Muhammad. He emphasised the falli
the courage and strength of the Muslims he
pointed out that the chopped date p hw

Quraish Shihab also addresses two

as well as condemning the V\gn

46.1.2 The Lo&}
[
Qv NN
@ tree of the utmost boundary over the

Sidratul {/I hf(a
nth heaven beyond@h none can pass). Near it is the Paradise of

\&)ode. When that covered the lote tree which did cover it! (Al-Quran.

§n-Najm 53:14-16)
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& 34 is commonly associated with the night journey of Mi’raj of Prophet

X,

Muhammad. Hamka (1990c, p. 6988) disagreed with the interpretation D@@M

as a tall lotus plant by al-Ustaz Zainuddin Hamidy and Fakhruddi?.in Tafsir al-

Quran, but he accepted the words =) 5,4 as a place name w -Furgan by A.

Hassan and in al-Quran dan Terjemahannya by Depart

plant is not suitable to be described as the meaning gf 8ydks

of water and floats on top of it where the rootsw re

understood as the highest place which h@mthin se ‘above it dt is covered with

cg]gurful light of Allah

N .
ngose, p. 415), exll 3,k

gania RI. The lotus

thousands of angels like a flock
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Q Hamka and M. Quraish Shihab described it as the highest sacred place in the

hereafter. Hamka explained the ¢l &, by telling the miraculous history in Islam



about the journey of Prophet Muhammad throughout the Mi’raj while M. Quraish
Shihab specifically highlighted it as a place in paradise based on narration

scholars. Hamka stated his viewpoint clearly on his agreement and disagréee with

the meaning of _¢xl &,-..v mentioned by Indonesian scholars. By statingithat 3,4

T

& is a sacred place, he illustrated the amazing surroundings W it. On contrary,

Y~

M. Quraish Shihab defined ¢ 8,2 in terms of icHlin uis@ with the
L 2
| S
opinion of some scholars. It was accepted that s, ne meansa | ree. =\
b4 \,‘Z’

4.6.2 Prophet Yunus \

4.6.2.1 The Gourd
@ ijué r 2 . At
And We caused %; gourd ,o im. (Al-Quran. As-Saffat

37:146)

The gou@e tg\tg oﬁ(}@het Yunus being thrown ashore from the

belly of a@ amka (1 p..é.%) stated that the gourd is highly nutritious,
and of oIing{a oh th@y. It might have been planted by Allah before

Y
Pr nus was thrown thsc@, even though it was on the barren shore. When the

‘@was ripened, its flesh could be eaten like porridge. Therefore, the weak body of

0‘ prophet would gradually recover by eating it. M. Quraish Shihab (2005d, p. 83)

revealed that Prophet Yunus gained physical safety and spiritual stability through the

plant. He used the leaves for shelter from bad weather and eats the fruit. The presence
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of this plant was illustrated by verse 49 of surah al-Qalam as a favour that made

Prophet Yunus non-blameworthy:

‘%;ﬁ 57 /’/9;;3\9.&.34&:_30:’1;; 333:“?5%) ‘

(left in the stomach of the fish, but We forgave him): so, % ast off

on the naked shore, while he was to be blamed. (Al- I-Qalam
68:49) '
In summary, Hamka described the gourd as ndiitious food for um W)dy

b,
and special for Prophet Yunus as a sign of grace Allah lgve while .\Quraish

Shihab showed the physical and splrltual ben s of urd plarifor Prophet

Yunus with the assertion from surah AK%
4.6.3 The Pharaoh %

46.3.1 The Trunks of Datem

>

ur c&gf who has taught you magic. So, | will
‘gds anc&eet on opposite sides, and | will surely
you on the trunks oﬁgte palms, and you shall surely know which
o [I' (Pharaoh) or th\tord of Moses (Allah)] can give the severe and

‘érore lasting torment.” (Al-Quran. Taha 20:71)

Hamka (1990i, p. 4455) interpreted that the Pharaoh punished his magicians

who believed in Prophet Moses by cutting off their hands and feet on opposite sides
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and then crucifying them on the trunks of date palms. They were tied up or nailed on
the trunks before the crucifixion. According to M. Quraish Shihab (2005j, ;YQ)
Pharaoh wanted to make the trunk of date palm trees as the instruments t(% his
magicians who believed in Allah by tying up their hands and feet bec believed

it was the most painful torment for those who dared to betray him.

Q)

Both Hamka and M. Quraish Shihab acknowledged run?’ﬂiate palms are one
the magicians were being tied up or nailed on the tr M.
| S
stated that they were tied up. Y-'\
4
N

Ve
b
4.6.4 Maryam \ ®)

4.6.4.1 The Trunk of Date Palm‘gs)ates \T

...@ w\;i&i:éj\

And the pains_of ch'Doirthva fgéje' trunk of a date palm. She
said: “Wou@‘ha(@om ﬂ??ld had been forgotten and out
of sight!”#Ehen the b Jes )\er Jibril (Gabriel)] cried unto her
K R '( fig" :
from b er, saying: GVCI t: your Lord has provided a water
str r yo’uy S kséhy trunk of date palm towards you, it will
esup
\

Ngsddiss

s

esh ripe- 4 onw.” (Al-Quran. Maryam 19:23,25)
S

aryam isolated herself from her family and the public when she was about to
& ur. She took some rest at the trunk of a date palm tree while thinking about herself
and the future of her child. Angel Jibril conveyed the revelation of Allah for Maryam

to shake the date palm tree to get the ripe dates. Hamka (1990i, p. 4293) examined that
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the ripe dates would easily fall when the tree is shaken. He pointed out the argument
of some commentators that the teaching to Maryam is the teaching for?&e
believers. The lesson is that destiny and assistance which Allah has pr@%&must

also be accompanied by the efforts of mankind. A

According to M. Quraish Shihab (2005j, p. 169), aI-Biqm@;od that the

presence of a date palm tree in that place and time was a ira?!ause he presumed

p qn\?s fruit in

summer and hardly survives in winter. He also asserted ‘Maryam was delibeqately

| IR ARG)

directed to the date palm tree because of the ompatibilitie etwee'rNhe tree
4

b3
B"m.q\ rough %process of

ccu ﬁand only with

_{ arriage process of

the birth of Prophet Isa occurs in winter, while the

and the birth. The tree could not bear fruit excRa’ter

pollination, while in this case, the fruit fe@*t palli

the movement made by Maryam. Pollinattep of a\ws i
f

mankind. It is the same as what :ead to l%
marriage. \ X
Based on the revglati nzeliverel

N
by Angel |§|, M. Quraish Shihab (2005j, p.

g 2
M r pre@ t women and post-delivery women

<

iods, and {cﬁ;ﬂains high calories. The scriptures from

O

!
ri'entélﬂcas) were also cited regarding the incidents

I\/&t?im's child without any

—

170) highlighted tha%l g
because it is ea@ea, i
the Old Testa‘qnd wT

related t t%'h offMlsa (S@}ab, 2005j, p. 171). By comparing the text in the

Quran and the Bible, the view@)&gof al-Biga’i, Ibn Asyur as well as some Muslim
\

a N-Muslim experts, M. Quraish Shihab concluded that Prophet Isa’s birthday

not in December. Therefore, he disagreed with the opinion of al-Biga’i and Ibn

Qhur.
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Hamka illustrated the benefit of the date palm tree with the situation of Maryam
at the time of almost giving birth by mentioning the view of some scholars and?ﬁe

lesson. On the other hand, M. Quraish Shihab highlighted the goodness o(y}alms

for a woman during pregnancy and childbirth. He also discussed the b disputes
of Prophet Isa from the perspectives of Quranic and Biblical texR a|-Biqa’i, Ibn
Ashur, and some experts. Lastly, M. Quraish Shihab affirmed his 0pinion against al-

Biga’i and Ibn Ashur.

4.6.5 Prophet Moses

§HHIEHHS]

5 2809, 00
And (remember) hemsaid,l‘;(.)‘}sps@annot endure one kind
of food. So, invhr L@oe 100} tl@g forth for us of what the
earth grow?&\{bs, its|cu rs, its (wheat or garlic), its lentils
and its onions.™He said;~
that Wh%r\we ? Go

C

Idy <l66<change that which is better for
Jd!)wﬁftp any town and you shall find what
c d with humiliation and misery, and

es th ath of Allah. That was because they used
todisbelieve the Ayat}proofs, evidence, verses, lessons, signs,
wvelations etc.) of Allah and killed the Prophets wrongfully. That was
‘éecause they disobeyed and used to transgress the bounds (in their
disobedience to Allah, i.e., commit crimes and sins). (Al-Quran. Al-

Q Bagarah 2:61)
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Hamka (1990a, pp. 200-201) described all the plants mentioned were the food
requested by the children of Israel which were among the food that they use?m
while in Egypt. However, that food was only for the slaves who showe(%\west
status in the social structure. They preferred to have rations for n‘%t was so
shameless as the children of Israel portrayed their ungratefulness byW%ting for the
best food given by Allah to be exchanged with lower-gra MMeanwhile, M.

.

Quiraish Shihab (2005b, p. 212) stated that Prophet Moses m'to go to the city

because the vegetables were easily available there, not i arid des
@
Y
_ : _ | &
Some scholars also understood the meanin is verse as if Pro Moses
J

asked them to go to the city where they have bg tort M e pharqgﬂ'just to get

what they desired because they were ung@ﬁrt eir ma cﬁore the noble

values. They always wanted to repl%et ing g with@ terrible one and

A
something of higher value with aJower val

i Zgg)éb, p. 212). M. Quraish

@
“
Shihab assumed that the first\i wag}ura@ey got the wrath of Allah
not only because of their Wdien,e antrr qg@g for the vegetables but also
[
n

because of their multiple ligencgs: refo%they deserved to receive disgrace

and humiliation. }Q&)prop

N
and also to at?dw substitute for ivhqt_gulah has chosen with something of lower
>

hetbs, cucumbers, onions, garlic, and lentils were low-

‘late t0 ask Ha’fto grant the request of the rebellious

value. %
%/ ’
m

ﬂ interpreted tha
N
c Nod that was only eaten by slaves. He also expressed the anger of Prophet
S

0 es toward his people for requesting that food. On the contrary, M. Quraish Shihab

—~+

esented two different interpretations of the reaction of Prophet Moses towards the

attitudes of the children of Israel but eventually, he stood firm with the only
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interpretation he thought more accurate. He stressed his advice that it is improper
questioning what Allah has given to His servants as requesting that food Wasvvf

the signs of their iniquities.

4652 The Tree

So, when he reached it (the fire), he was called

valley, in the blessed place from the tree

the Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jlnn a

Al-Qasas 28:30) c\[

Prophet Moses was on a jourpey wit h| h y stopped for a rest when

e ahd th qe w oward it alone. Hamka

po Mose&reachlng the fire, he saw it
[Iess pl

N
a@lere Prophet Moses heard the

the night came. Suddenly, he saw

(1990h, p. 5326) illustrate dh\

appear from a green tree. It'was the

’
voice of Allah calll hIS n e| e interac etween him and God occurred. M.
Quraish Shihab ( , p Ia@ that the source of the fire was a tree
and he d|d ate an |ng the tree. Both Hamka and M. Quraish

e

Shihab I| ha flr a tree. However, M. Quraish Shihab did not

re
descrl y5|cal appearancay. ree while Hamka stated the colour of it.

\
N
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4.7 Plants Associated with the Favours of Allah

S
BORSEEGY -\

Fruits and they shall be honoured. (Al-Quran. As-Saffa t3ﬂ2)
Hamka (1990b, p. 6072) affirmed that Allah bestows the of fruits upon

the people in the countries of the equatorial region more t r co ntries although
it is acknowledged that there are also fruits that did ISt in ach kind

of fruit comes according to its seasons throughout th r. The ¢hang oflfru ason

4.7.1 The Fruits of Heaven

had pleasant the people. He stressed that is w the 0" in thing in ﬁimrpreting
the sustenance that Allah has set. The be vers ulg\ w g%lg. IS to be in
heaven later. M. Quraish Shihab (200@ emphasi at fcg(e were among the
sustenance obtained by the member f heaven. T /<\
S
. 4 X
N
Therein they willPreclifg; therei they will for fruits in abundance
and drinks. (Al-Quran ad '3 44/

N

Hamka (2290b,%p. 6

crlbeeﬁ(at the members of heaven asked the
¢ \ Lﬁ
servants to bring them ajvarigt f{rub d delicious colourful drinks while lying on

the beautiful Sofa. M. ?h Sh‘& s explanation was quite similar to Hamka’s

desmm in which he (200@ 157) portrayed that the members of heaven would

c§xbundant fruits and drinks while lying back on the beautiful couch.

Q Crrseat

And fruit in plenty. (Al-Quran. Al-Wagi‘ah 56:32)
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Hamka (1990c, p. 7127) stated that Allah has provided a wide selection of fruits
in heaven so that the members of heaven could choose whichever fruit they I
Quraish Shihab (2005e, p. 554) supported the view that the members of ould

eat unlimited fruits out of various types and flavours without any ObStA

T

LIRSS NY

And We shall provide them with fruit and meat suc t% deilre (Al-
Quran. At-Tur 52:22)

The fruits that mankind enjoys on earth sty” and valu ‘et.iﬁhe the

fruits of heaven (Hamka, 1990c, p. 6953). Ham?ueale&ﬁ.{ natlmg(.)m verse
25 of surah al-Bagarah that the fruits in EWfter g‘ie similar t frU|ts seen in

the world at the first glance:

Q;U’JJ ”i}“w/ Z
s P /"“
\Afﬁr—ij}ﬁb ”GD

0 bel é’and do righteous good deeds,

And give gl i gst
that for t il be nder %!ch rivers flow (Paradise). Every
e provid !1 @rg(') t therefrom, they will say: “This is
ide théef > and they will be given things in
re%li ce (ié., insthe sa but different in taste) and they shall
e

have therein Azwajun Me@h aratun (purified mates or wives) and they

;\@l abide therein foreve\.(AI -Quran. Al-Bagarah 2:25)

However, once tasted, it tasted different because it is the fruit of heaven. On the

other hand, M. Quraish Shihab (2005e, p. 381) reported that fruits were mentioned
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specifically in the Quran because it was the custom of Arab to eat fruits while

drinking alcohol to eliminate the alcoholic smell.

A RA Sws s e j
$OIE S L e 5 A

And the shade thereof is close upon them, and the bunch ruit
thereof will hang low within their reach. (Al-Quran. Al-Insan 76:14)
Hamka (1990d, p. 7800) highlighted the interpretat b%ata ah that the fruit

in paradise is lowered down so that it could be reach he hands_of

se around
L ]
it. It could be reached by people who are standing, Sitting, and even ir'g dewn. M.

Quraish Shihab (2005i, p. 662) only stated the i

wordffor a4k a Xg."eand its
N Y

§T
meaning, which is a fruit that had b%yed Qr\fr stal ithout further

elaboration. \

\ Y
&
The interpretation of Ha . Qirais J’habij‘out the fruits of heaven is
according to the context of the e. snn{&ltles and differences in their
imil |ties\ﬁ}%y clearly explained the diversity

interpretation of the frdits. In‘terms of
of fruits provided fo% mtl) heaven tt@_t} ey are free to eat an abundance of
fruits based on é\uref

differences, )—@em nstra
Indonesi ,%ssocjat d his i er@tion with something close to the environment
b4
e

of his s@ciety so that they coul%eg;ly understand and contemplate God's revelation.
N

ing to him, the taste of fruits in heaven is much tastier than in the world by

Q‘%ng the evidence from verse 25 of surah al-Bagarah.

d b&o(g' served by the servants. In terms of

!
the rdj(mess of fruits in the equatorial region. As an

Besides being served by servants, Hamka expressed the opinion of a scholar that

the members of heaven could also get the fruits by themselves from trees in any
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position they intended. Meanwhile, M. Quraish Shihab did not provide any example
of the diversity of fruits. He even briefly stated that fruits are a blessing
members of heaven. He associated the fruit meal in heaven with the ture

because they were the earliest people to receive the Quran of their Q&pn at that

time. As for the word <®sk3, he only explained its literal meaning gsed on Arabic

linguistics.

4.7.2 The Plants on Earth

L ORS

Therein are fruits and date N}
(enclosing dates). (Al-Quran. rRah

Hamka (1990c, p. 7075 %etedt ar |(&¢1 its are provided by Allah
for His servants on earEE Wnce 'Nhea : rnon'%\anas rambutan, pomegranate,

mango, pineapple, Iemon apple, grape; gd', fruit, along with hundreds of other

types of fruits. nw , MlQura h Shl (2005e p. 502) mentioned that fruits

Hamka li

were eaten to Nthe ody a ‘t'Jdca thelr tastiness but not as the staple food.
@ meg of fr 0 portray the diversity of fruits that Allah
? S
$hiha

create ws M. Quraish yemphasized the advantages of fruits for mankind.
\/
S

i
N
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4.7.2.1 Lote Tree

z

TERERI \ g
2

(They will be) among thornless lote trees. (Al-Quran. Al-Wagi‘ah &:

v

A\

Hamka (1990c, p. 7126) described the lote tree as one o% nts of heaven.

It had no thorns that would prevent man benefited from it an in a fertile place.
Meanwhile, M. Quraish Shihab (2005e, p. 555) state@s was'nothing useless
or troubling in heaven. Allah removed the disturbing thoens for Mﬁortﬁt its
Gl) N
inhabitants. He added that rivalry or jealousy Iso removed déftfam the
4 % 4
was i

hearts of its inhabitants because it was no Ionge?ﬁ!ed tﬁup\a QMS world.
@y th “ie and4§ exclusive place

Hamka stated the physical charact
in heaven while M. Quraish Shihab ;g}te W}‘T rn!gg?ote tree is the sign
A
of no distressful matters in heaven? e igis the place fot%*happy eternity life.

s

Qura&' gi‘ah 5
Slioor
mKka'(1990c, p. 7126) rragﬁi)ned a variety of bananas found in Indonesia such

a ng raja, pisang serai, manis dan mas, raja tenalun, pisang tanduk, jarum, lidi,

I, pisang Ambon, pisang Siam, and much more. Each type of banana is different in
Qeetness but all of them are tasteful. M. Quraish Shihab (2005e, p. 555) commented

that some scholars believed CU’ was the banana tree and others said it was a date palm
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tree. Many scholars described it as a tree with a strong trunk, long and tall branches,
green leaves, thorny but not disturbing, and a fragrant aroma. M. Quraishw
declared that he did not know what the tree is. It should be bear in mind t%&mme

or shape of plants in heaven is the same as in this world, but the taste rent. It is

parallel to verse 25 of surah al-Bagarah. Q

Hamka provided the types of bananas found in Indo esi?‘lﬂting their name to

alste. eanwhile,

M. Quraish Shihab rather pointed out the opinion of scholars regardin nﬂear@g of
l _\"}

C‘U" Based on his perspective, there was no exact to desc‘;ib

47.2.3 Camphor \J

illustrate the variety of bananas and explaining their in,t

\ Y
v N
Loy FEa K %‘5{?
Verily, the Abrar (the pieus | @k of a cup (of wine)

uran. Al-Insan 76:5)

mixed with (water fro?foring r
) N4 &
Hamka (19&7790)' de cam as the white and fragrant substance

that is release mt e wood; p uz;@y grows in the forests of Sumatra. It was
¢
% '
commonly%v' as Kapu us Q&_Lhe local community because many camphor
trees a gin ig*old @s, an area within Sumatra. It is associated with
OV
the of Arab traders m&me Malay world. Kapur has long been known and

>

r desired by the world and it is pronounced in Arabic with kafar. Hamka

N,

of the Tubba Dynasty in South Arabia. Malay Archipelago (Indonesia) was widely

s
.

lights that there was a high possibility that camphor is sought after since the time
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known for camphor apart from its spices until it reached as far as Arabia and

Mesopotamia. Yv

A plant name from the Malay world has long been a term in Arab'ﬁ uraish and
it is the language used to convey divine revelation. The heavenly camphor is the drink

mixture and surely multiple times more fragrant compared to the camphor found in

. me Shihab (20054, p.
omra Wne mixed
with camphor. On the contrary, Hamka defined camgor as'a mixture a‘sKr’vg in

this world as mentioned in verse 25 of surah al-Bagarah.

656) asserted that the inhabitants of heaven would dri

paradise which makes the drink more delicious a es it a rich argma. T‘r%édrink IS

4

M to Hi . Quraish
at c&ﬁor was a type

special for those who are obedient and always swe 1

Shihab (2005i, p. 657) pointed out the o;(wi Ib

of resin obtained from a certain tree Me

—
=
D
—
@D
b

about~200 years old like a

kind of karas tree that was comg:m })utge%. heé)&fbur was white and had

“
a fragrant aroma. Ibn Ashur a& 'eveg%m;camﬁﬁo‘}— meant in the Quran is not
the resin but the camphor irwf'l! of it’ fragran esnd?olour although it could also be
é : [
enl

understood that the heav ine is/mi vd‘t(l?/@mphor liquid. It is surely different

from the camph()m&\mh in tlis warld. W@s served in heaven despite using the
N
same name ascm knewn in ii’ \l/or%nﬂe taste remains different.

H%k ussgd he @rigin @nphor and the relationship history of the Arab-
Malgm

C
b4
rld. This relation exiit_%dx.efore the Quranic revelation. Camphor's interests
N
I Nng-term trade between these two regions that created the assimilation of both
%ges. He stressed the importance of the Malay language at that time to the point

Qt it became a part of the Arabic language. He believed that camphor in heaven is a

plant-based ingredient, yet it is different from the camphor in this world while M.
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Quraish Shihab asserted that camphor came from a spring in heaven. At the same

time, M. Quraish Shihab also points out the opinion of other scholars about c?ﬂm

which contradicted what he believed. q
4724 Ginger V:

OISRy

And they will be given to drink there of a cup (

Zanjabil (ginger). (AI-Quran.AI-Ins5n76:1® J | _\‘-}
b 4 \)‘T

A drink mixed with ginger is one of the heaven \'ﬂks. Hgﬁé' (1990d, p.

7800) revealed that from ancient ti S,Wbs '
drink and consumed it as a hot da’ k, es e%?m kthey called it sherbet
which means a drink. Indonesians se that Arabic naq—n(g‘or their drink while the
o
Bengali people call it mandret. M. hihaﬁéYZO%i, p. 663) perspective,
\“R al
i ipg@ot similar to the ginger known

the drink served in heayen that is mixe
P 4

in this world. The ,ginger¢Co e\& a sp there named Salsabil. It is also

understood that tb&aracter' |c ofthe spr'ﬂﬁself is the salsabil.
N N ‘?(_,
Hamkf %ﬁat the enjofiment @:}t e ginger drink in heaven is associated with

Arab cu%

made_a ‘mistake when interp@g this verse based on socio-culture, by giving the

o ———"
z,

N . .
t hasal }1 spre@o Indonesia and other nations. However, he has

e \b of tradition of sherbet which is a new tradition that is widely spread during

& eign of the Ottoman caliphs (Samanci, 2020). It was not practiced by the Arabs in

e past. Abu Nu’aym mentioned a narration from a companion in his book that the

Prophet Muhammad was given a gift with a barrel of ginger by the Roman emperor
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which was later distributed to the companions in the form of pieces, not juice (Al-
Jauziyah, 2010). In contrast, M. Quraish Shihab believed that ginger in heave t

plant-based as known in this world, but it is an ingredient of drink from @ug or

the features of the spring itself. A

FERaeares f\‘*’/’“}é U

L ]
o X
In them (both) will be fruits, and date palm pomegrana s.'(&&,

Quran. Ar-Rahman 55:68) 2 X
N
o
Hamka (1990c, p. 7104) stated thatt' Mly the 'swegthess (2< e pomegranate

in heaven is much better than the sweem sted in thispworld @Ilah has promised

gk

4.7.2.5 Pomegranates

in verse 25 of surah al-Bagarah t uits n is world is the same but
[} L
everything in heaven is muc er and-tastier,/Base the scientific facts from

K

Tafsir al-Muntakhab, M. QTShi}tb explained _@f pomegranates are extremely
[
nutritious for the hum%y beca}s

t Jof& high content of citric acid and

natural sugar (Sh@@%e@>%m§Q

diarrhoea and EW)e u ed‘t cate Ct’)@morms. Hamka compared the qualities of

%,

ate peel protected the stomach from

I e

the pomeg@ter nd other fruits in t@en and on the earth while M. Quraish Shihab
explai?%’cienti{c aof po anate based on Tafsir al-Muntakhab.

N
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47.2.6 Date Palm

- o 3 P P R T /,, ’;

Jg\.gwuﬂﬁjuﬁa&éjt))wc OIS PES z
%@Qﬁa@vsuMao&eﬁbwwgf/”‘?a

And in the earth are neighbouring tracts, and gardens of Y{;an
re

green crops (fields), and date palm, growing into two o th rom a

single stem root, or otherwise (one stem root for ever , watered

with the same water, yet some of them We maketmore xcernt than

others to eat. Verily, in these things there aresAwati(pr ofs\j(ja:e,
R 3

lesson, signs) for the people who understand. (Al- n. Ar- 4

{0 Lo P E,

And tall date palms, with ranged cl

m%%%w *‘wg
Therein are fruits an@ alms_ producifig %thed fruit stalks

(enclosing dates) ...In the e fru.@and date palms and

pomegranates (A%i Ar-Ra
b

Dates and &\eatheh fru stalk mentioned together in the Quran.
Hamka (1990gy p.*%#0Q75) emphasised thaL)éod created the species of the palm tree with
similar ch i |csI| e a dat pal (t-rée coconut tree, salak tree, and oil palm tree.

All of wve sheathéd fruit sql-ks to protect the growing fruits to avoid damage
while young and they be b*cca?ne the human livelihood. Dates are the most well-

frU|t in Arabia. Moreover, people could also see the magnificence of tall date

Oms with clustered fruit whenever they travel to date-producing countries such as

Irag, Algeria, and Morocco. Summer was the time to harvest ripe dates because of the
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high heat pressure (Hamka, 1990c, p. 6861). It became the staple food for the people
of that region and as military food for the Arab armies due to its conveniencw
taken everywhere. Additionally, the date palms are classified into sev@ones
even though they are similar in shape and come from the same tree a, 1990f,
pp. 3732-3733). During the time of pilgrimage in Mecca, the daté-seller usually
chanted the best dates offered to attract customers which s re were various
kinds of dates. Some date palms stem from the same root mr stand alone. In

Indonesia, there are also different types of paddies. Fu more awwts could
X

cal fruits h}s_}@pung

ngjf Rice in

be found in Indonesia. Every place there had its fam

Besar Durian in Medan, Palembang Langsatwi
Bukittinggi. The different characteristics o

sugarcane, rambutan, mango, and so\ &H)ﬁ

people who understood.

¢ v,
Meanwhile, M. Qurals b stated, that the daeé%re the source of food for

living creatures. Based on aI Munta , dat ontaln special properties that
had been proven by m%uence ih jo&% 534). They are high in natural
sugar, and calori Qn@ |eas|\burne<i$@/r energy production by the body.

d AL){Q)S order for Maryam to eat young dates as

Undoubtedly, IS Wi dom

a substltut t energy spent urméduldblrth Dates are loaded in nutrition which
protec body froﬁl agés a at makes dates perfect food. The lush date palm
tre cing abundant fruﬂ{ﬁ’re the result of the creation of the sky and the earth
the process of the rainwater cycle that becomes the source of life (Shihab,

00 e, p. 286). From the agricultural aspect, it clearly appears that a single stem or a
cluster of stems comes from a single root system of the date palm tree (Shihab, 2005a,

p. 554). All the plants are watered with the same water, and grow and bear fruit at a
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certain time. Shihab emphasises the properties of the soil which is the source of tree

fertility based on the description from the Tafsir al-Muntakhab as a signal to T«s

about the importance of geological, geophysical, and ecological flelﬁﬁ\lams

(Shihab, 2005a, pp. 554-555). *
Generally, Hamka described the greatness of dates, and t@es between

fruits and gave the example of Indonesian local fruits for fur ration to invite

people to think about the power of Allah with faith. Re the ljate palm trees,

Hamka portrayed the environment and importance of the trees Mpla

in the Middle East and Africa. He always cor@nd mj ;!Iaﬁﬁ in the
sed

regions with the plants found in Indonesia in h rpre . Quraish

Shihab’s interpretation, Tafsir al- Munta@wls m‘g"n

at Quran ds the f(@am of knowledge

S,
gﬁ\for humans to explore

0)
the knowledge of natural SCI emdﬂ‘@ em zes that the command of
Allah to Maryam shows t nesi ah’s ledge and wisdom about the

LNy
needs of His servants a%f ctlo fa 25 ions.
\ W,

|on xplamlng the
scientific facts about plants. He p0|nt

and the relationship between tre and 'Xe

Q- &
oy =& w2 , < 3 G L3 2
%@M(ﬁ :‘gégué; R RS CCN e Y P e

from the fruits ofﬁ&% palms and grapes, you derive strong drink

and a goodly provision. Verily, therein is indeed a sign for people who

Q% have wisdom. (Al-Quran. An-Nahl 16:67)
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Hamka (1990f, p. 3931) described that if the juices of grapes and dates are
mixed with yeast, it could turn out to be alcoholic and intoxicating. Howe
drink could also be good sustenance depending on human intelligence am@n. It
was like “atomic energy” in this modern age whereby it could be a de /e weapon

or advance human life and prosperity. Raw fruits created by Allahflike dates and

grapes could generate great profits as long as they are exploited Wisely. Obviously,
SL th

this verse stressed the command to develop agriculture, i e'crop yield, and

Shih 'sw, p. 278)
oy

perspective, dates and grapes could produce two di things, na Iy’in@ating
iIS'No 906 nan@hether it

aneeffo This@x.is the first

indication of the disadvantages of N Eoli} drinks Whi n@ated Muslims to
abstain from it although it has not@jeen co W P JaT\B‘ited. Then, verse 219
N
mé ver go frmﬁ.‘al- Ma’idah were cited to
i

N
They a %NO uham })lcoqérﬁing alcoholic drink and gambling.
Say: Q them is a great Sin, a@some) benefits for men but the sin of

th% eaterfthan }ir ben&. “And they ask you what they ought to
sSn MSay: “That which 'w‘glond your needs.” Thus, Allah makes clear

£0°You His Laws in order that you may give thought.” (Al-Quran. Al-
&qarah 2:219)
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Loz tocpste K Eo. v ot s e
IR A R OISR E R AN WA RS-

O you who believe! Approach not the prayer when you are in_a drun
state until you know (the meaning) of what you utter, now whentyou are
in a state of Janaba, (i.e., in a state of sexual impurity anw not yet
taken a bath) except when travelling on the road (without€nough water,

body. And if
nswerin all
g
of nature, or you have been in contact with w (by sexual r ationsa,}
and you find no water, perform Tayammu ith clt?n art and@
therewith your faces and hands (Tayamrrw
Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving. (AI-Quranwlsa%.

or just passing through a mosque), till you wash your

you are ill, or on a journey, or one of you comes a

=

is Ev%\.@ft-

T ° -

JENEHaHRIN S EESA) [N e ‘ il
K & o 75\ Te
L de

[} L B
oxicants (aM. kin of@olic drinks), and
d Al-4zila (arm% for seeking luck or
ion of Shaitdan’s ( ) handiwork. So, avoid

(strictly all) that (ab natiaq{ er‘ﬁéf}you may be successful. (Al-
N
N N c,)(./
Hamka,and M. ai 'hi} aQI;e that humans could change the properties of

S
NN
fruit jui hich leads sqin r@tions based on sharia law. On contrary, Hamka

showﬁAat Allah evaluated @@' action of his servants in utilising nature especially

pl \r their living while M. Quraish Shihab mentions the history of the prohibition

d cohol in Islam.

j

O you who believe! |

gambling, and Al-A

o)
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4.7.2.8 Grains, Leaves, and Aromatic Plants

@G LN \q

And also corn, with (its) leaves and stalk for fodder, sweet-scente Iana.

(Al-Quran. Ar-Rahman 55:12)

Hamka (1990c, p. 7076) explained that most of the vegetatiofsgomes from grain
or seeds and then grew along with the leaves that prote mrfm the weather.
Besides, some of the vegetation produced delicious fru d emi tewant smell.
Each kind of fruit consists of different flavours weetness s h' as c@nana

pineapple, rambutan, durian, starfruit, mangoe on. BV rice al%'conswts

Y X

of various kinds. However, M. Quraish (ZOB?e, %502) sipterpreted 2+,

el and o\l differently as he ok the o o‘a \K&;holars el meant

'R / Q‘:}
leaves or dried leaves. He s V|ew As@‘lhat the word _axes)! is to

beautify the style of | rand th'g eav ‘gizzbgn of beauty created by God on

the plant. M. Qur. \@hab tlnde od v%g'sj plants that produced the main food

\ &

such as rice at. Ie" O Jibi)s the fragrant flower like roses and jasmine.

" s
Some ﬁ s believed that og;?}z:neans green leaves which is the opposite of the

\ N

§as dried leaves.
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Hamka described that fruit plants come from seed or grain which varies in
shape, colour, size, taste, and smell while M. Quraish Shihab interpreted 3¥5)
O Mg Cazsll separately and by citing the scholars’ opinions. Ther e disputes

among scholars in defining Cies)l and o)1 but M. Quraiw;ab personally

defined 4.

4.7.3 The Blessings of the Rainfall

4.7.3.1 Trees c

L CITS e T g

He it is Who sends dowg%ﬁa'

and from it (grows) th tion on

(Al-Quran. An-Nahl 1?? '

Hamka (1990f, %) desc@:@es depend on water throughout
their lifetimes fr thyphas‘ \eds for@bto the phase of mature large trees.
Meanwhile, & hiha
the verse rgfen to the trees that g
aroun Wabianﬂ;@&a. LéZtock ate whatever is found around the trees.
N

Haéhlighted the importh%'p% of water for trees while M. Quraish Shihab pointed

N

&
@5) identified that the trees mentioned in

|@azing areas because it is hard to find pastures

importance of trees to the livestock of the Arab community.
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4.8 Conclusion

In short, the researcher has presented the plant-related terms mentione
Quran and the methodology of plant interpretation by Hamka and M. Qurai ihab.
From the classification of plant terms, the groups of date palm, tree, #Nt showed
the highest terms found while the category of the nutritious plant was¥most mentioned
in the Quran. Hamka and M. Quraish Shihab had their ways of interpreting the plants.
Hamka is used to describe the physical attributes of &-t

he advantages or

disadvantages of a plant, the views of scholars, examp local Mg weather

or environment of a region, and the culture of @vple. t trkr_@}d, M.
ert

Quraish Shihab was more likely to highlight?; rtion?o anic%gﬁositions
from other verses, proof of modern scientiw , SC

jews, @Sr:ption of the
meaning of certain plant terms fro abig’” linguistic

d a@é&ions of his own
opinion. ‘$) n>\91
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