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child's cognitive functioning which involves difficulty a specific aspect of learning,
trouble paying attention, or in finishing tasks. Researcher ruled out inclusion and
exclusion criteria for preschool children to be included. They must meet the following
inclusion criteria: (i) ages of 5-6 years old, (ii) certified by medical doctc N /ing
ADHD, (iii) living with participating parents, and (iv) moderate to s&&dlsruptive
behaviour as measured by ECBI at least 131 scores. The exclusion crilcia for children
included: (i) have been diagnosed with a major significant cogwwor development
delay, (ii) have been diagnosed with a major psychiatric 4 r@wndmon

that impairs judgment, and (iii) the child received other wghosocipl tr T
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1.14.5 Attention Deficit Hyperactivity D“ONE l)‘n

Conceptual Definition T .\
0
According to DSM-5, there are lhu n an S 0 L mdtlum\c (ADHD-I),
hyperactive-impulsive (ADHIpHI)\and 4)111 uld entive and hyperactive-
J' s

m@ﬁg ADHD, clinicians need to

rate 6, evere level of ADHD symptoms.

impulsive (ADHD-C) (AP/SQI

specify whether a pemo has

This is based on h \ sfmpyo1 s’a@ml\ldual has and how difficult those

S

symptoms affect %1\1du‘l A \l"c and functioning. In Malaysia, ADHD has

categories a

\dun with SpLLl\F ucational Needs which is grouped under

Learning ilities in Malaysian educational system (Ministry of Education, 2013).

Operational Definition

For the purpose of the study, preschool children who diagnosed with ADHD were

involved in initiai screening with their parents. During this stage, the clinical i view
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has been conducted with parents in two ways: (i) parents were asked to inform
researcher about the symptoms of ADHD of their child at home and at school as
reported by teachers, and (ii) parents were asked to rate the level of disruptive
behaviour in their child based on Eyberg Child Behaviour Inventory (EQQI§The
ECBI is a 36-item parent rating scale which used to measure the leve %rupli\'c
behaviours in child in terms of the frequency (Intensity Scale) owf! behaviour

: Ml cut-off of at

(Eyberg & Pincus, 1999). In this study, children with scores ov

(severe disruptive behaviour).

1.14.6 Cultural Issues
Conceptual Definition

Culture is the shared knowledge,

people to live in families, gm{qaa .
as people who share idez ’.&ual -

¢
country place. The ¢ alJissufgs s

28y whh developed from Western to be applied
S
cunures (Zane, Nag%ama Hall, Sue, Young, & Nunez, 2004).

2]

main concern whegffngeppsycHo

into Non-west

Operation®®Definition
In this study, cultural issues referred to parents’ perceptions of how the treatment
(Abbreviated Intensive PCIT) might be accepted by Malaysian culture. This was

important to understand from clients’ perception whether it is suitable to use Western




therapeutic modalities with Malaysian clients who might not be familiar with the
concept of psychotherapy. Therefore, by using the semi-structured interview and open

ended questions, the study aimed to elicit parent respondents’ perceptions akgut the

treatment from their own perspective and in their own words. c\

1.14.7 Religious Elements

Conceptual Definition

Operational l)qfls%

sious element referred to parents’ perceptions of how the including
o

view. This was important to understand from clients’ perception whether it is a need
to include the Islamic elements with Muslim clients. In addition, their perceptions
might help to generate what are the Islamic elements that may use for the treatment to

be more ettective. 1herefore, by using the semi-structured mnterview and opeit ciiuou
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questions, the study aimed to elicit parent respondents’ perceptions about what the

researcher should incorporate the Islamic elements in the treatment.

1.15 Chapter Summary c

This chapter explained the behavioural issues among preschool chil

in Malaysia which require attention and careful action in ordew event it from

Y Szoo children with
ADHD is important because disruptive behaviours appear tc

the time children enter the primary school. Wilh& groptl 1'111&‘:@0umry
development, Malaysia is becoming increasingly coguou hﬁs\] ed @ﬁld mental

health cares and special education scr@my argnts &d teachers are

increasingly their awareness of children's%blenm Wo neNor the professional
S

helps. Parents often need relevant in ony p‘bsi@ parenting techniques,

support groups at school or in com vy (] undgr an@)propriate expectations for
'S
behaviour and school works in thejlaffegt 3 erefore, Abbreviated Intensive

PCIT has been employed M&}di 'N@beh ur (noncompliance behaviours) in
‘ \l }

becoming worse. Addressing behaviour problems among

ADHD children. As a

AT |
herf werk e (1-1) n research objectives brought forward
N3
by the researcher wchic‘c puglihis study. The findings of this study may

L
Is or organisati who directly or non-directly working with

benefit the in&
ADHD r%md to provide preliminary guideline on the use of Abbreviated

o)

Intensive as a family-centred treatment and counselling intervention. Therefore,
counsellors are expected to increase their competency beyond talking therapy and

alternatively, they may use the creative form of counselling intervention to help the

affected children and parents in coping with mental and behavioural problems.
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ADHD i®ftype of disruptive behaviour disorder that usually appears in early
childhood. The signs and symptoms of ADHD typically appear before the age of
seven years old (APA, 2013). Based on DSM-5, three essential features of ADHD are

inattentive, hyperactivity, impulsivity, and combined (APA, 2013). The most sign of



